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PEEFACE. 

The autlior of tbis boot has had, perhstps, as good an oppor- 
tunity as any other man, -who was not a contemporary and 
intunate friend, to form a just estimate of Mr. Eandolpi's 
character, and also to collect valuable and copious materials 
for his biography. He was educated in Mr. Eandolph's 
district, was famihar with all the local associations of that 
devoted son of the Old Dominion, often saw him among 
his beloved constituents, and heard Mm under most favor- 
able circumatances both on the hustings and in the Virginia 
Convention. The writer was then but a youth, full of all 
the e^er interest and curiosity that would naturally be 
excited by so extraordinary a man. Since Mr. Eandolph's 
death, it has been his good fortune to have been thrown into 
the circle of his most intimate and confidential friends, some 
of whom +lie writer feels justified in saying he also may claim 
as his friends. While the thought of writing a life of Mr. 
Randolph is of recent date, the character of the man and the 
incidents of his life have been for many years the subject of 
interest and of inquiry, which were abundantly gratified by 
those who knew him and delighted to discourse on the 
peculiarities and eccentricities of their departed friend. 

Some ten or twelve years before his death, Mr. Randolph 
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made a will liberating his slaves ; a short time before his de- 
cease, while under the influence of utter debility and disease, 
he made various and conflicting dispositions of his property. 
Here, of course, was a fruitful theme for the Courts, "Was Mr. 
Itandolph capable of making a will in the latter part of his 
life? was the subject of inquiry. Nearly every body who 
had known him, or who had had any dealings with him, from 
the earliest period, were snmmoned to give testimony. Many 
uiteresting and important facts, that would properly find a. 
place in his biography, w:ere elicited on that occasion. The 
whole testimony was taken down by an accurate stenographer, 
and the most important parts afterwai'ds were written out in 
full These valuable materials were placed ia the hands of 
the writer of this memoir. In 1845, the whole subject again 
underwent a thorough investigation before tiie Circuit Court 
of Petersburg, many additional witnesses were summoned, and 
much new and important information elicited. The writer 
was a personal attendant on that Court during the trial. 

To Mrs. Elizabeth Bryan, who ia the niece of Mr. Ran- 
dolph, and to Mr. Bryan himself, who is the son of his earli- 
est fiiend, we are indebted for the interesting correspondence 
to be found in the flrst volume of this work. To Mi-s. Dudley, 
Judge Beverly Tucker, the Hon. John Taliaferro, and Grover- 
nor Tazewell, who were the youthful companions and school- 
mates of Mr. Randolph, we are indebted for the incidents of 
his early life. By far the most interesting and important part 
of the work is the copious and unreserved correspondence of Mr. 
Randolph with the late and much lamented Francis S. Key, 
Esq., of Washington, and Dr. John Brockenhrough, of Vir- 
ginia. This latter gentieman was, par excellence, the friend of 
his bosom. Not a thought or a feeling was concealed from him, 
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PREFACE. -vii 

and from 1811 to May, 17, 1833 ,but a few days before bisdeatli, 
Mr. Randolpk ■wrote constantly, many times daily, to this in- 
valuable friend. The entire correspondence is now in the 
hands of the writer. Without these materials and this unre- 
served confidence on the part of one who most valued the to- 
putation of his departed friend, the author would never have 
undertaken the difficult task of writing the life of John Ean- 
dolph. Very many of the letters have been inserted in their 
proper places— -and many of the facts and incidents interwoven 
iato the narrative, were obtained from others which have been 
suppressed — the author's chief study has been to use discreetly 
the unbounded confidence that was reposed in his prudence 
and judgment. It would be aljuost impossible to enumerate 
all the persons to whom we are indebted for many of the in- 
cidents narrated in this biography ; every body knows some- 
thing of the extraordinary man who is the subject of it; but 
we have given each one, we trust, credit for his contribution 
ia its proper place. Many of the anecdotes and witticisms 
commonly attributed to Mr. Randolph are not foimd in this 
work, because there is no authority for them. " All the bas- 
tard wit of the country," said he to a friend, " has been fa- 
thered on me." 

As to the printed sources of information connected with Mr. 
Randolph's public career, besides a valuable collection of pam- 
phlets obtained fr-om the estate of the late John Olopton, the au- 
thor has had free access to the library of Congress, which, hav- 
ing been collected by Mr. Jefferson, is very copious on all siib- 
jects connected with the history and pohties of the comitiy. 
Besides these, Mr. Ritchie was so kind as to lend the only full 
file of the Enquirer in his possession. The reader needs not to 
be informed that the Richmond Enquirer contains a full chroni- 
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de of every thing that has been said and done in Virginia, 
worthy of "being recorded in history, from 1804 to the present 
time. 

Such -were the materials in possession of the author. The 
diffioTilty was not to obtain — but to sift, digest, and arrange 
the abnndant treasures in his possession. The book was 
commenced when the author had leisure to write to his 
satisfaction ; it has been finished in the intervals of a labori- 
ous profession, and he feels that there are many defects which 
more time and leisure would have enabled Mm to correct. 
Many of the chapters were written under feelings of depres- 
sion and anxiety while that dread pestilence, the cholera, had 
overshadowed with gloom and made desolate our devoted city. 
Whatever may be the defects of the boot, however, the reader 
may be assured that nothing will be found in it that the au- 
thor has not good reason to believe is true. 

H. A. GARLAND. 
Sajnt Lours, August, 1850. 
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CHATTKR I. 

BTKTHPLAOK. 

Oawsons situated on s commanding promontory, near the mouth of 
AppomatoK river, wM tlie family seat of Colonel Theodoriok Eland, 
Senior of Prinoe i3-eorge. After winding amidst its woody islands, 
around tiie ba^e of this hill, the river spreads out into a wide hay ; 
and toget!"!^ with, tie James, into which it empties, makes towards 
the norti and east a magniEoent water prospect, embracing in one view 
Shir'^^yi *be seat of the Carters, Bermuda Hundred, with its harbor 
and ships. City Point, and other places of less note. In the midst 
of this commandiag sceae, the old mansion-house reared its ample 
proportions, and, with ita offices and extended wings, was not an un- 
worthy representative of the baronial days in which it was built^— 
when Virginia cavaliers, under the title of gentlemen, with their 
broad domain of virgin soil, and long retinue of servants, lived in a 
style of elegance and profusion, not inferior to the barons of Eng- 
land, and dispensed a hospitality which more than half a oentury of 
subdivision, eshanstion, and decay, has not entirely effaced from the 
memory of their impoverished descendants. 

At Cawsons, scarcely a vestige now remains of former magnifi- 
cence. The old mansion was burnt down many years ago. Here 
and thoTO a solitary out-dwelling, which escaped the conflagration, 
like the old servants of a decayed family, seem to speak in melan- 
choly pride of those days, when it was their glory to stand in the 
shadow of loftier walls, and reflect back their loud revelry, when 

" The mialetoe hung in the castle hall, 
Tho holly branch shone on the old oak wall ; 
And the haron's retainers were blithe and gay, 
And teepuig their Christmaa holiday," 
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2 Lir'E OF JO!IN liANDOLPH 

The serpentine paths, tlie broad ayenues, and smooth gravel, the 
mounds, the green turf, and the shruhhery of extended pleasure- 
grounds, are all mingled with the vulgar sod. The noble outlines of 
nature are still there ; but the handiwork of man has disappeared. 

In a letter to his friend, F. S. Key, dated March 20, 1814, John 
Bandolph saja: — " Afew days ago I returned from a visit to my 
birthplace, the seat of my anceetors on one side — the spot where ray 
dear and honored mother was given in marriage, and where I was 
ushered ia this world of woe. The siglit of ;he broad waters seemed 
to renovate me. I was tossed in a boat, during a row of three miles 
across James river, and eprinltled with the spray that dashed over 
her. The days of my boyhood seemed to te renewed ; but at the 
end of my journey I found desolation and atilbtess aa of death — the 
fires of hospitality long since quenched ; the paribb ehuroh, assooia 
ted with my earliest and tenderest reoollections, ttimUing to pieces ; 
not more from natural decay than Bacrilegious violencb | 'Wha.t a 
spectacle does ouy lower country present ! Deserted and diiniantled 
country-houses, once the seats of cheerfulness and plenty, and the tem- 
ples of the Most High ruinous and desolate, ' frowning in portentwis 
silence upon the land.' The very mansions of the dead have not es- 
caped violation. Shattered fragments of armorial bearings, and epi- 
taphs on scattered stone, attest the piety and vanity of the pasir, and 
the brutality of the present age." 

Colonel Bland was an active promoter of the Revolution. When 
Lord Dunmore, in the spring of 1775, under instructions from Eng- 
land, undertook to disarm the people, by secretly withdrawing the 
muskets and powder from the Magaaine in Williamsburg, Colonel 
Bland was among the first to I'oitae the country to resistance. As 
munitions of war were scarce, he, his son Theodoriek Bland, Jun., 
and his son-in-law, John Randolph, father of the late John of Roan- 
oke, sold forty negroes, and with the money purchased powder for 
the use of the colony. Endowed with an ample fortune and a manly 
character, having been for a series of years in succession lieutenant 
of the county of Prince George, clerk of the court, and representa- 
tive in the House of Burgesses, he possessed a commanding influ- 
ence among the people. His house was the centre of a wide circle of 
friends and relations, who had pledged their lives, fortunes, and sa- 
cred honor, to the cause of independence. Though they did not rise 
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BiRTtil'LArF, 3 

to be master-spirits in that eventful struggle, tie Blands, the Banis- 
ters, the Boilings, and the Eatoos, were inferior to none in zeal, de- 
votion, and heroic sacrifice. 

The political spirit of tlie times maj be inferred from the follow- 
ing incident : — The old man growing weary of a solitary life of wi- 
dowhood, was advised by his son to look for a matrimonial connec- 
tion in a certain quarter. After spying out the land, he wrote to 
his son : " Our politics differed so much that we parted by mutaal 
consent ;" and in allusion to his own choice, he says ; " the person I 
have thought of, is a lady of great goodness, sensible, and a true 
whig." 

Among those who frequented Caweons at this time, and partook 
of its welcome and generous hospitality, and shared with its inmates 
a proud defiance of the encroachments of England, was a young 
foreigner — though he can scarcely be called a foreigner who speaks 
onr own mother tongue, and was bred up almost in sight of the Amer- 
ican shores. 

St. George Tucker was born of respectable parents in the island 
of Bermuda, where he commenced the study of law, but came to 
Virginia, before the Kevolution, in order to complete his academic 
exercises in William and Mary College, His urbanity, social dis- 
pesition, and literary attainments, introduced him into the best com- 
pany and fashionable circles of the c'ty His gcneril good conduct 
and deportment procured him the fa\or of m st of the distinguished 
gentlemen of that place When heh^l omjletel h s college courses, 
he resumed the study of law, and settled permanently in Williams- 
burg.; but, on the breaiing out of the 1 sturba ces with Great Bri- 
tain, he took part with his adopted oo ntry laid as do his legal pur- 
suits, and engaged in other occupations. It doubtless was his inten- 
tion to have served in the tented field ; but what he might have done 
in the way of military achievement, is left only to conjecture. That 
he might have rivalled Kosciusko, or Pulaski, or De Kalb, he after- 
wards gave ample proof on the field of Guilford ; but the glittering 
butterfly of military glory was destined to fade before the more sub- 
stantial charms of female beauty. 

Though Cawsons was a pleasant place, its chief magic lay in the 
Colonel's youngest daughter, Mrs. Frances Randolph, who, in her 
" unhappy widowhood," (to use her own expressive language.) had for 
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4 ) IFE )F JOHN lANDOI.PH. 

the most pait for&akea hei own solitary tome, and sought society and 
consolation beneath her father's roof. Mrs. Randolph was possessed 
of high mentil jualities and eztraordinajy beanty. Though one 
n. ght suppose she wa'* endowed with little personal attraction, from 
an expression of her brother, Colonel Ttcodovick Eland, Jun., who 
■was accustomed to call her, " my tawny sister." But tradition, con- 
firmed by the portraits extant, speaks in admiration of her nnoom- 
mon charms. The high, expanded forehead; smooth, arched brow, 
and brilliant dark eyes ; the well-defined nose, and full, round, laiigh- 
ing lips, pregnant with wit and mirthfulneas ; the tall figure and ex- 
panded chest; the dark hair, winding in massy folds around the neck 
and bosom ; an open, cheerful oountenanee — all suffused with that 
deep, rich, oriental tint that never fades — made her the most beauti- 
ful, sprightly, and attractive woman of her age. 

Though clad in widow's garments, and on her brow lay a pensive 
stillness, as of one dreaming, she was yet youag and beautiful. By 
her side, or on her linoe, as inseparable as her own shadow, was a 
child — her youngest child — a little hoy, her favorite John, the very 
image of his mother. In his dark eyes were reflected the sadness of 
her own soul ; on his orphan brow was imprinted a kiss, that ever and 
anon a tear washed away. So much of subdued loveliness could 
not fail to win the sympathy of old and young, and to call forth 
sighs of pity and regi-et, 

St. George Tucker, the first time be beheld the mother and her 
child, was filled with that mingled sentiment which more agitates the 
soul, and takes deeper hold on the afiections, than any single pas- 
sion. He soon found himself an ardent lover at the feet of the 
charming widow. A wife at sixteen, she waa not long to be per- 
suaded at six-and-tweuty to abandon her unhappy widowhood. In 
an old family Prayer Book, in her own handwriting, is found the 
following record : 

The unhappy widowhood of Frances Eandolph commenced on the 
28th day of Oct., in the year 1775. 

John Randolph and Frances Bland were married the 9th of 
March, 1769. 

Richard Randolph, their first son, was bom the 9th of March, 1770. 

Theodorick Bland Eandolph, their second son, was born the 22d 
of January, 1771. 

John Randolph, their third son, was born the 2d of June, 1773. 
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Jane Randolph, their first daughter, was born Nov. 10th, 1774, 
and died on the 26th of Not., 1774. 

The following additions to tho above record is found in the hand- 
writing of the late John Randolph of Roanoke : 

John Randolph, Junior, fonrth son of Richard Randolph, of 
Curies, in the County of Henrico, was born on the 29th of June, 
1742, 0. S.,— answering to tlie 10th of July, N. S. 

Frances Bland, fifth and youngest daughter of Theodoriek 
Bland, of Cawsons, in the county of Prince George, was bom on the 
24th of Sept., 1752,^'. S. 

John Randolph, Esq., died at Matoas, on the 28th of October 
177S ; and on the 23d of Sept,, 1778, his widow married St. George 
Tucker, of Bei-muda 



CHATTEE II. 

MATOAX — GBK15AL0GY. 

Matoax, the residence of John and Frances Randolph during hia 
life, of Mrs. Randolph in her widowhood, and of herself and Mr. 
Tucker, her second husband, till the time of her death, was situ- 
ated on Appomatos, about two miles above Petersburg, on the 
opposite side ; midway the falls, and on a high bluff, commanding a 
wide prospect of the surrounding country. At the time Mr. Tucker 
was introduced there by his elegant and accomplished bride, it was 
the centre of a populous, wealthy, and fashionable neighborhood. 
To say nothing of the town, there were Battersea, Mayfield, Burling- 
ton, Mansfield, Olive Hill, "Violet Hill, Roslin, all ou the same 
river ; many in sight, and none more than two miles distant. These 
were the residences of gentlemen of ample fortunes, liberal educa- 
tion, polished manners, refined hospitality, and devoted patriotism. 
They have all since passed into other hands ; some have gone down 
entirely ; and the wild pine and the broom sedge have made such 
steady encroachments, that a wilderness has grown up in the place 
of fruitful fields, and more wild deer can be caught within a circuit 
of ten miles around the second most populous city in the State, than 
in a similar space in the prairies of the West A statue of Niobe, 
in her own capitol — of Niobe weeping for her children— would be no 
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6 LIFE OF JOHN RANDOLPH. 

Tinfit emblem of Old Virginia ; lier sons gone, her heaitha cold, her 
fields desolate. 

The mansion house at Matoas, like that at Oawsons, was hnrnt 
down maay years ago. Nothing now remains but a heap of ruins. 
When we visited the spot, the faotory hoys, with their hounds, were 
chasing the hares over those solitary hills where once the proud sons 
of a proud race pursued the same light-footod game. A high hill to 
the eastward of that on which the mansion was, and separated from 
it by a deep ravine, is cinwned by a thick cluster of oats and other 
trees. At the foot, and under the shadow of those trees, are two 
graves, covered with simple maible slabs, level with the earth,— cou- 
taining the following mseiiptions 

Johannes Randolph, Arm : 
Ob- xsvnt, Ooto, 
MDCCLXXV, 



i,Tiansl<U':d.') 

John llandolph, Esq., died Oct. 28th, 1775, aged 34. Let not a 
tomh be wanting to hie ashes, nor memory to his virtues. 

I. H- 8, 

Francescse Tucker Blandie, 

Conjugio 

Sti Georgii Tucker. 

Quia desiderio sit modus? 

Obiit iviii. Januarii, 

MDCCLXXXVIII, 

JEt. xssvi. 

{Tran^led.) 
Jesus, Savioui- of mankind. 
When shall we cease to moui-n for Prances Bland Tuclter, wife of 
St. G-eorge Tucker? She died 38th January, 1788, aged 36, 

The father and the mother of the late John Bandolph of Eoa- 
Inoke ! It was his wish to be buried by their side. In a letter 
dated London, Dec. 19, 1830, he says : " I have personally but one 
wish ; it is to be buried by the side of my honored parents at old 
Matoax, and I have taken measui'es to effectuate it. It is not long 
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since this desire sprung up in mj heart, where al! else is wittered, 
hard and dry." 

Matoax was a part of the vast inheritance which descended from 
Bichard Randolph of Onrlea, to Ms four sons, Eichatd, Brett, 
Rjland, and John. 

His will is still extant, and bears date ahout the time of the 
hlrth of his jpungest son, JoIid, and a short time before his own 
death, 1742. It makes disposition of not leas than fortj thousand 
acres of the choicest lands on the James, Appomatos, and Roanoke 
rivers. Most of this vast estate was aeeumiilated hy his own " in- 
dustry and economy," as we learn from a monument erected to his 
memory at Turkey Island by his third son, Kyland. To ^s daugh- 
ters — Mary, who married Archihald Gary, of Ampthiil j Jane, who 
married Anthony Walko, of Princess Anne ; and Elizabeth, who 
married Richard Kidder Meade — he left only personal property. 
All the lands were divided among the fonr sons. Those on Appo- 
matoi fell to John ; those on Roanoke, jointly to John and Ryland, 
Ryland died without heir, and his portion descended to his brother ; 
so that John, at the time of his death in 1775, was possessed of 
large and valuable estates on Appomatox and Roanoke. 

Richard Randolph of Curies, was the fourth son of Col. Wm. 
Randolph, of Warwickshire, England, who was the first of the name 
that emigrated to Virginia, and settled at Turkey Island. He died 
April 11th, 1711. That he was of "Wai'wickshire, we learn from a 
monument at Turkey Island ; but the late John Randolph, who 
took great pride in searching into the genealogy of his family, says 
that he was of Yorkshire. Between the researches of the Hon. 
John, and the monument at Turkey Island, we leave the reader to 
judge. William Randolph was the father of seven sons and two 
daughters, who became the progenitors of a widespread and numer- 
ous race, embracing the most wealthy families, and many of the most 
distinguished names in Virginia history. 

We will not cumber our pages with their eompHoated and unintel- 
ligible genealogy. In the course of our narrative, we shall give suoh 
portions as may become necessary for its elucidation. At present, 
we are only concerned witli Richard Randolph of Curies, the fourth 
son. He married Jane Boiling, who was the daughter of John Boi- 
ling, who was the sou of Robert Boiling and Jane Rolfe his wife, 
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who waa the granddaughter of Pocahontas, the beautiful Indian 
princess, daughter of Powhatan, whose pathetic story ia so well 
known. 

The portrait of Mrs, Randolph (Jane BoUing) ia stiU estaut. 
A more marked and commanding countenance is rarely to be met 
with. A perfect contrast to the luxurious ease, graceful manners, 
fluent and courtly eouYersation, betrayed by the full rouad face, ruddy 
complexion, low projecting eyes, smooth brow, and the delicate per- 
son and features of her husband. If the portrait be true to nature, 
none of the Indian complesion can be traced in her countenance. 
Her erect and firm position, and square broad sboiildera, are the only 
indications of Indian descent. The face is decidedly handsome; 
while the lofty, expanded, and well marked forehead, the great 
breadth between the eyes, the firm distended nostril, compressed lips, 
and steady eye, display an intellect, a firmness, and moi-a! qualities, 
truly heroic and commanding. Worthy descendant of the daughter 
of Powhatan. 

Placing the two portraits side by side, one cannot fail to trace in 
the general contour of countenance, and cranial development, a 
striking resemblance between this lady and her grandson, the late 
John Kandolph of itoanoke. 



CHAPTEE III. 

CHILDHOOD. 

A WISE poet and philosopher has said, " The child is father of the 
man," and that our days are " Bound each to each in natural piety." 
Who has not felt the force of this, truth, so beautifully expressed ? 
Who is not oonaoious that his personal identity cannot be measured 
by time — that he is the same to-day he was yesterday, and as fer 
back as memory can reach ? Though covered with yeai's and basied 
with graver trifies, who does not feel that he is the same being that 
once gambolled on the plain with his school-fellow, and sought 
childish sports with cheerful heart by flood and held ' Life is a con- 
tinuous gi'owth. The outspreading oak that shades the venerable 
old man at ifa root, ia but the gradual development of the little nut 
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that lay coBccaled in the acorn, which in his childhood ho carelessly 
pJanted there. Had it been planted in a more genia! soil, it might 
have attained a prouder growth. In a Siberian clime it would have 
been stunted and mean. Circumstances, therefore, do not make, but 
they develope the m.aii. To know one thoroughly as he is; why he is 
thus and not otherwise ; the man he is and not another ; we must go 
back to his childhood. We must go to the salient point, to take the 
scope and direction of his eharaeter. We must see him surrounded 
by the ciroumstanoes that gaye the first impulse ; the influences that 
first stamped their impress on the plastic olay ; we must know by what 
scenes he was surrounded ; was he reared by the mountain-aide, the 
running stream, or on the ocean's shore ? was he in daily converse 
with the tamer scenes of nature, or with the grand, or the beautiful? 
what sort of people were his father and mother, his brothers and 
sisters, his playmates, and the men and women that went in and out 
before him ? what books lay in his way ? what lessons were taught 
him, not in the school-house, but the nursery, and by the domestic 
fireside ? what were the traditions, opinions, passions, prejudices, 
that constituted a part of his heritage far more important than lands 
or merchandise ? 

Could we but know these things about the heroes, the statesmen, 
the orators and the poets, who escite our wonder and admiration, 
and have stamped the impress of their character not only on their own 
age, but on the world's history, how different would be our judgment 
in regard to them I We behold the outside alone ; we are only made 
acquainted with the histrionic, the acted part of their life. What 
we see is but a masquerade, a succession of magnified and illuminated 
feces passing before the disk of a magic lantern. What we wish to 
see and long to know is far otherwise. Each, like Mephistopheles, 
has caught up some garment best suited to his nature or his purpose, 
and strives to personate (persona originally meant an actor's mask), 
to seem what he is not. Could we but draw aside the coverings by 
which they strive to conceal their motives, how many a sigh should 
we tear escape from heroic bosoms ; how many a wail from the proud 
and silent spirit 1 The wounded pride of authorship gave birth to 
Manfred and Don Juan. The want of bread has caused many a 
swanlike strain to pour from the lips of the famishing author. Mora 
than one Helen or Cleopatra has set the heroes of the world in mo- 
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tion. Perioles goveraed Athens, his wifo Perioles ; the son the 
mother — the schoolmaster the son, and he in his turn — but wtere 
would this end f Oh the subtlety and complexity of human molaves I 

And yet without some tolerable insight into these, history is but 
an empty cloud-castle, built of mist, and shadow, and sunbeams. 
There are two kinds of history — the outward acted history, wliich is 
false, and the inner, secret history of causes and influences ; this 
alone is true and worth knowing, and without it we know nothing ; 
it matters not liow learned we may be in facts and dates. It is said 
that Dr. Johnson would insult any man who began to talk to him 
about the Punic wars. What does the wise man care to know about 
battles or the marching and counter-marching of a multitude with 
swords, and battle-ases in their hands. He wants to know the condi- 
tion and circumstances of the people that made war necessary ; the 
train of secret causes that brought it on ; the master-spirits that con- 
trolled it, and the motives that influenced them. He is not dizzied by 
the helmet or the martial dress, but lends a willing ear to the mur- 
murings of the mad AohiUes in his tent, for it is there, in those breath- 
ings of discontent, in those outpourings of a genuine living man, that 
he hopes to find some glimmering of the truth. A little insight into 
the private life of the humblest Koman would be worth all we know 
of the Punic wars, its galleys, and battles of Cannse. A mere narra- 
tive of events abstracted from the man who wrought them, is like the 
human body when the life has gone out of it — coid, stiff, and cum- 
brous. AH true history consists in biography. And there can be no 
biography where the author does not forget the hero, and write of the 
man. It is not a history of the devolution that wo want, but the 
Life of Washington. Under the influence of these opinions, wa have 
commenced the task of writing the Life of John Kandolph. 

John Randolph was born at Cawsons, the second day of June, 
1773. The flery star was in the ascendant at his birth, and pursued 
him through life ; both as a destroying element, and a subtle Pro- 
methean flame consuming the soui. It is a remarkable coincidence, 
that hie birthplace, the cherished home of his childhood, and the 
house in which he spent the first fifteen years of his manhood, Caw- 
sons, Matoas, and Bizzarre, were aU in succession destroyed by fire. 

Shortly after the destruction of Biaaarre, which was complete — in- 
volving his books and papers — he was asked by a friend why he did 
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not write sometliiiig to leave behind him. " Too late, sir, too late," 
was the reply ; " all I ever wrote perished in the fiamea ; it is too late 
to restore it now." He felt himself to he a child of destiny ; he had 
a work given him to do, but some cross fate prevented ; he failed to 
fulfil hia destiny, and was wret^ihed. " My whole name and race," he 
has been known to say, " lie under a curse. I am sure I feel the 
curse cleaving to me." He was not two years and a half old when 
his father died. What could he know of death ? He only grieved 
in sympathy with his mother's tears. It was not till long after, that 
he learned the value of the treasure that lay buried beneath the mar- 
ble slab on the hill under the old oak tree. 

Much of the time of her " unhappy widowhood" was spent by 
Mrs. Randolph at Cawsons. Here the little John was always a 
welcome guest. He was a gi'eat favorite with the whole hoiisehold, 
especially with his grandfather and his cousin Anna Eaton, about 
ten years older than himself, now the venerable Mrs, Anna Bland 
Dudley, of Franklin, Tennessee. He was so delicate, reserved, and 
beautiful, that he attracted the notice of all who frequented the 
house. His skin was as soft and delicate as a female. " There is no 
accounting for thinness of skins in different animals, human or 
brute," says he in a letter dated January 31, 1826. "Mine I be- 
lieve to be more tender than many infants of a month old. Indeed, 
I have remarked in myself, from my earliest recollection, a delicacy 
or effeminaoy of complexion, that, but for r spice of the devil in my 
temper, would have consigned me to the distaff or the needle." A 
spice of the devil in his temper I Well might he say tliat. Before 
he was four years old, Mrs. Dudley has known him to swoon away ia 
a fit of passion, and witli difficulty could be restored ; an evidence 
of the extreme delicacy of his constitution, and the uncontrollable ar- 
dor of a tomper that required a stronger frame to repress and re- 
strain it. Notwithstanding his excitable nature, he was always de- 
voted to his mother j would hang fondly about her neck, and could 
only be soothed by her caresses. Of her Mrs. Dudley thus speats : 
— " She was a woman, not only of superior personal attraotions, but 
excelled all others of her day in strength of intellect, for which she 
was so justly celebrated." This excellent and highly gifted lady 
trained up her child in the way he should go. He was allowed to 
come in contact with nothing low, vulgai- or mean. Mrs. Dudley, 
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Governor Tazewell, and tte Hon. John Talliaferro, who remember 
him well in childhood, speak with admiration of Lis moral purity, 
and entire exemption from all vicious hahita. His mother early 
taught him w read, and impressed on his mind the best lessons. She 
was a member of the Church of Eagland, a faith from which her son 
never long departed. On her bended knees, with him by her side, 
she repeated day after day the prayers and collects of that admirable 
litany, which were never effaced from his tenacious memory. Often 
through life haa he been known, in mental agony, to ejaculate them 
with an earnestness that called forth tears from all who heard him. 

" When I could first remember," says he to a friend, " I slept in 
tte same bed with my widowed mother— each nigh„, before putting 
me to bed, I repeated on my kaeea before her the Lord's Prayer and 
the Apostle's Creed — eaeh morning kneeling in the bed I put up my 
little hands in prayer in the same form. Years have since passed 
. away ; I have been a skeptic, a professed scoffer, glorying in my infi- 
delity, and vain of the ingenuity with which I could defend it. 
Prayer never crossed my mind, but in scorn. I am now conscious 
that the lessons above mentioned, taught me by my dear and revered 
mother, are of more value to me than all that I have learned from my 
preceptors and compeers. On Sunday I said my catechism, a great 
part of which at the distance of thirty-fivo years I can yet repeat." 



CHAPTEE lY. 



In the autumn of 1T78, the famOy circle at Matoas consisted of 
Mr, and Mrs. Tucker, and her three sons, Richard, Theodorick, and 
John Eandolph. Kichard was in his ninth year, Theodorick was 
nearly eight, and John was in the sisth year of his age. They were 
all sprightly and interesting boys ; and cheerfulness was once more 
restored to this happy fttmOy, A more amiable and exemplary step- 
father than Mr, Tucker could not be found. This trait in his char- 
acter was proverbial among his acquaintance every where. " I remem- 
ber to have heaid a brother of mine," says the late Daniel Call, " who 
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m;»Ticd a niece of Mrs. Kandolpii of Ciiiles, and was tbus occasion- 
ally ttrown into ciicles, where lie aometimes met the Matoax family, 
once say, that ' Mr. Tucker muat be tlie best father-in-law in the 
world, or his step-children would not be so fond of him,' " Up to 
this time tte boys had never been to sciiooL All of their instruction 
had h n eoeived at the hands of their mother. Mr. Tucker now 
un 1 t k their education. But it cannot he supposed tliat he devo- 
ted Ira If to acliool-keeping with tie rigid discipline of a peda- 
g g The life of ease and elegance wkich he is known to have 

1 d am dst literary pursuits to which he was devoted, and in the 
s ty f wealthy and fashionable neighbors, of whicli he and his 
ac njl bed lady were the chief ornament, would not justify such a 
con 1 His leianie was given to their instruction ; and he at all 

t t k a lively interest in their improvement In his letters +o 
Colonel Eland, Jr., who was stationed with a regiment at Charlottes 
ville to guard the captured troops of Burgoyne's aimy, he often men 
tions them, and always with great solicitude. In one dated Matoax, 
July 20, 1779, not ten months after his conneotion with the ftmily, 
he writes : — '' What you wrote about Bob (Robert Banister, a cousin, 
then with his uncle, Colonel Bland) has inspired the hoys with the 
spirit of emulation, which I hope will be productive of some benefit 
to them. I find he seiTes as a very good spur t j them when they ai e 
growing a little negligent. Two of them appeal to be blessed with 
excellent capacities, but I confess I am afraid that the genius of your 
namesake (Theodoriek), though possessed of gieit qiuckneBS and 
aouteness in many respeols, doea not lie in the Iiterwy line * "* 

* * I shall continue to give them all the aaai=itani:e that leiauie 
will permit." 

John was top young and too delicate to be confined. We may 
imagine also that, with so indulgent a teacher and ao amiable a man, 
having a spice of the devil withal in his own temper, he could not 
have learnt mnoh. He was not boisterous, nor inclined to the athletic 
out-door aports of which boys are so fond. He so 
within. When any of the boys and girls from 
came to Matoas, he introduced the play of " Ladies and Gentlemen," 
in which each one parsonated some known or imagined character, 
mate or female, and acted as they aup posed such persons would under 
similar circumstances have acted. He was decidedly of a dramatic 
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turn. And Iiis ardent tempe nd u til m agination, precociously 
developed, invested with an edrnestuess a 1 a reality all the sports 
and pastimes of his childhood But he wis not idle. 

There was a certain closet to wh h he tole away and secreted 
himself whenever he could. It was t redolent — that closet— of 
cakes or the perfume of swe t neats b t the odor of books, — of old 
musty tomes arranged along ts shelves W th a mysterious awe.— as 
if about to commune with n t,hty p ts and beings of another 
world, as he really was — would he close the loor upon himself, and 
devour, with "more eagemes tlan gmgprbread," the contents of 
those old volumes. His mind yo g as 1 e was, oravud after ethereal 
food, and there he found the r client lepast 

The first book that fell in his way was YoltaLre's History of 
Charles XII. of Sweden. An admirable writer on educaTrion has 
said, that "whatever the young have to read ought to be tAjective, 
dear, simple, and precise ; ought to be the thing itself and not lound 
about dialogues about the thing." No book could fill this descnption 
more completely than, the above-mentioned History — full of stirring 
incidents, with a style of simple narrative as npi^ and perS].i u us 
as that master of style could make it How hn young heait must 
have burned within hLra as he pursue!, the eventful ciieei of the 
bold, reckless and indomitable Charles i Feeling the impulse ot i 
kindred spirit, his sympathy must ha^e been intense f r the wild 
stout-hearted Scandinavian. The next book he read was tl e fepeota 
tor ; but only the narrative and dramatic parts as we might suppose. 
The young mind can only be interested in things, objeots, and not in 
roundabout dialogues about things. He delighted in Humphrey 
Clinker — Eeynard the Fox came next ; then Tales of the Genii and 
Arabian Nights. What a field of delight was opened here — what a 
world of glory in those old tales of wonder, the genuine poetry for 
children ! The Arabian Nights and Shakspeare were his idols. He 
had read Goldsmith's Roman History, and an old History of Brad- 
dock's War. When not eight years old, he used to sing an old ballad 
of his defeat : 

"On the Eixth day of July, in the yeai' Eixty-five, 
At two in the morning did our forces arrive ; 
When the French and tlie Indiaos in ambuah did lay, 
And there was great slanghter of our ibicoa that day." 
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But the " Thousand sjid One Talcs" awl SLaksijeare were his 
idols ! All others were in a sense shallow and limited — had faownds 
that could be measured — ^bwt these were fathomless, boundless ; 
opening up to the rapt vision a world of enchantment, ever varying, 
ever new. He was a poet, a born poet, Tiasdtur rum fit. He did 
not write poetry ; but he spoke it, he felt it, be lived it. His whole 
life was a poem, of the genuine epic sort; sad, mournful, true. 
" For poetry," says he, " I have had a decided taste from my child- 
hood ; this taste I have sedulonsly cultivated." Let that old closet 
tell ! Only think of the boy who had read the books we have cited, 
and Don Quixotte, Gil Bias, Quintus Cuttius, Plntarcb, Pope's Ho- 
mer, Eobinson Crusoe, GriJliver, Tom J n 1 1 Fu ' nl 
Thomson's Seasons, before he was elev n y f ag 

For more than two years the old cl t was t th t j g 

the cave of Aladdin ; and those old t m th m g 1 mp by wh 
aid he could summon to bis presence th g nt nd th g n th 
dwarfs and the fairies, the Oalibans a 1 th M n 1 n 1 U th 
wonderful creations of fancy and imagt t "W th tl 1 j. n 

sense and loving heart of childhood, b d d th n t 

and tales, which as he grew up became th th n f fl t n th 
objects of his aptest illustrations, and th wh h 1 w h 

lessons of profouudest wisdom. Wh tf flltt al 

even of argument, is found in his beai t f 1 alius t th m g 
of Hinhad the Sailoi- to the corpse of 1 w f , th Old M t th 
Sea ; and the Tision of AlnMcav ! As to Shakspeare, he was so tho- 
roughly imbned with bis spirit, bis own genius so akin to the Avon 
bai'd, that he thought and spoke as Shakspeare in his station would 
have thought and spoken. 

He lamented in after life his rambling way of reading. But it 
could not have been otherwise. He belonged to the irfUoMk genus 
— was a bom poet, and could not brook the restraint or the gin-horse 
routine of a grammar school " I have been all my life," says he, 
" the creature of impulse, the sport of chance, the victim of my own 
uncontrolled and uncontrollable sensations ; of a poetic temperament. 
I admire and pity all who possess this temperament," Poor fellow I 
What could mother or step-father do with such a thin-skinned, sensi- 
tive, impulsive, imaginative boy 1 With bis fits of passion and swoon- 
ing, what could they do 1 Nature is her own best guide. Develope 
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nature accordmg to lier own iostincta, and the best has been done that 
the case will admit of. So thought the kind parents of this delicate 
boy. They put no restraint upon him, Gentleness and tender care 
followed all his footsteps. He was suffered to roam freely over the 
hills and by the waterfalls of Appomatos. Thequiet sport of angling 
was his chief source of amusement. When tired, he stole away into the 
closet, and none toot heed of him. In this happy, eyer-remembered 
dream of childhood, two years and a half passed away. Christmas, 
in the year seveuteen hundred and eighty, was destined to he the 
last Christmas he would ever spend at Mafwax as his home — as his 
home and dweUing-plaoe. 



OUAPTKR V". 

FLIGHT FKOM IIATOAX. 

Thi, new ytar seyenteen himdred and eightj one c mmtncid w th 
the luviaion of Virginia by the traitoi Arnold He had been 
intrusted with an expedition to that pi >Tiiice, not with the hope of 
conquest, or with the espectatioa of achieving any important mill 
tary tnterpiioe but solely fir the puip se of plvinlei and devaata 
tion What the proud boldier ^coined to do was fit work for the 
betrayei of his country The name of Arnold, hefoie it berime a 
by void ot leproochj was a sound of terroi, not t j aimed men, but to 
deieneeleas women and tliildien The fame of bn lapine and 
muider m iat native State had pieceded his aniva! m Viiginia 
On the 3d of Januaiv, it was lumored at Mato'is that the enemy 
were coming np James rivet, ani th^t they were destined for Peteia 
burg 01 Eichmond Mii Tucker haJ then been but fi(e days 
mothei to hei last child the piesent eminent jurist Judge Heniy 
St Geoige Tucker, ot the Unneiiity ' The first time I evei ■^aw 
that gentleman, said John Eandolph once in a speech, ' we were 
tiymg tj get out ot the wav of the Biitish The enemy that night 
landed at Hood s, of which being appiised eailj noxt moining, and 
hearing that they had marched as far as Bland's Ordinary, in their 
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way to Peterebiirg, Mr. Ti\ckev came to the ooncluBion, wiiatever 
might be the consequence, to remove his family out of the way of 
danger, if possible. Hasty preparations were ordered for their 
immediate departure. What hustle and confusion that frosty morn- 
ing reigned through the balls at Matoas — each hurrying into trunks 
or boxes, or loaded wagons, such articles as to them seemed most 
valuable, heaping imprecations at the same time oa that new name 
of dread, Benedict Arnold. Whether John stole into the old closet 
for the last time, and took out such volumes aa pleased him, we are 
not informed. Early nest morning, the Sth of January, Syphas 
drove off with the mother and her child ; Esaez and the boys 
brought up the rear ; and in a few hours Matoax, solitary and alone, 
with all its effects, was abandoned to its fate. Mrs. Tucker met 
with a most kind and hospitable reception at the house of Mr. Ben. 
Ward, Jun'r, at Wintopoke : an ominous name in conjunction with 
that of John Kandolph. It was the daughter of this gentleman 
to whom in after years he became so much attached. The un- 
smooth current of their loves (as all true love is) greatly affected his 
sensitive nature, and had no little influence on the most import-ant 
events of his life. Those children, when they first met together 
around the fireside at Wintopoke, and joined in the innocent plays 
of childhood, how imoonscious were they of the deep drama of life 
in which they were destined to play so sad a part ! After recruiting 
her health and strength a few days, which had been somewhat im- 
paired by fatigue and hurry of spirits, Mrs. Tucker pursued her 
journey to Bizarre, a large and valuable estate on both aides of the 
Appomatox, where she and the boys were destined to spend alone 
the remainder of this stirring and eventful year. So soon as his 
family were in a place of safety, Mr. Tucker hastened hack to the 
scene of action to assist old Col. Bland iu hia escape, and to secure 
such property, belonging to himself and friends, as had not been 
destroyed by the enemy. This done, he threw himself at the head 
of the Chesterfield regiment of militia and joined General Greene, 
then manceuvring before Oornwallis's anny on the borders of North 
Carolina and Virginia. He was at the battle of Guilford, which 
took place the Sth of March, where he behaved very gallantly. 
When Gen. Greene marched into South Carolina after this engage- 
ment, he returned to Tirginia, spent a few weeks with his family at 
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Bizarre, tiien joined General La Pajette, witli whom he contiuued 
till the captare of Cornwallis, the 19th of October, at Torktown, 

Notwithstanding his active participation iu the military opera- 
tions of that period, his solicitude for the education of the boja 
waa unabated. From Bizarre, May the 23d, he wrote to Colonel 
Bland : " Lose no opportunity of procuring a tutor for the boys, 
for the exigency is greater than you can imagine." Again, froan 
Richmond, July 17th, he writes on the same subject; and then 
from Williamsburg, amidst the active preparations for tbat great 
event which was to end the war, and secure the independence of the 
country. In. a letter dated Williamsburg, Sept. 21st, he says ; 
" The boys are still without, and more than m w t f t t 

Walker Maury has written to me lately and g n m ha plan 

of his school, that unless yon proei a t t if Oh istm I 
would at all events advise sending th m to h m mm d at ly aft 
I know his worth ; I know that his ah 1 ti s q al t th t k 

and I know that his assiduity will b iju lly d t d t mp 
their morals and their understandings, as their manners. With this 
prospeot, I would not advise the providing any biii a man of superior 
talents as a private tutor." The year '81 was full of stirring life to 
the men, but of idleness to the boys ; yet we are not to suppose that 
because the young Kandolpha had not the benefit of a tutor to teach 
them the Latin and G-reek languages, they were entirely destitute of 
instruction : with snoh a mother as they were blessed, they could 
not grow up in vice or idleness. Her sprightly wit, sound judgment, 
good temper, and pious example, impressed their character more 
favorably than all the learning of the schools. Her precepts were law 
to their plastic minds ; aad they ever afterwards retained a lively recol- 
lection of their wisdom and truth. When riding over the vast Roa- 
noke estates one day, she took John up behind her, and, waving her 
hand over the broad acres spread before them, she said : " Johnny, 
all this land belongs to yon and your brother Theodorick; it is your 
father's inheritance. When you get to he a man you must not 
sell your land ; it is the first step ' to ruin for a boy to part 
with his father's home : be sure to keep it as long as you live. 
Keep your land and your land will keep you." In relating this 
anecdote, Mr. Randolph said it made such an impression on his 
mind that it governed his future life. He was confident it saved 
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him from many errors. He neycr did part from his father's home. 
His attachment to the soil, the old English law of inheritance, and a 
landed aristocracy {we have no other word to express our meaning), 
constituted the moat remarkahle trait in his character. The Vir- 
ginia law of descents, framed by Pendleton, Wythe, and Jefferson, 
never found favor in his eyes. While descanting on its evils, he haa 
been heard to say, " Well might old Gieorge Mason esclaim, that the 
authors of that law never had a son !" In a letter addressed to a 
friend at a veiy late period of life, he says : " The old families of 
Virginia will form connections with low people, and sink into the mass 
of overseers' sons and daughters ; and this is the legitimate, nay, 
inevitable conclusion to which Mr. Jefferson and ais levelling system 
has brought us. They know better in New-York, and they feel the 
good effects of not disturbing the rights of property. The patroon is 
as secure in his rents as any man in the community. The great 
manor of Philipsburg was scandalously confiscated, and the Living- 
stons have lost their influence by subdivision. Every now and then 
id acq ta B fi d t some flaw in tie titles of the 
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CHArTBR TI. 



After Ohristmas tlie bojs were sent to Wiilker Maury's school 
in Orange oouuty. Before he was nine years of age, John was 
separated from the hroodiug watchfulness of a devoted mother, and 
exposed to the dangers, evil esaraplee, and vices of a putlio school. 
Tender and delicate as a female, lie was forced out on the society of 
ruder boys, to endure or to resist as he might their kicks, ouJfs, and 
bruises. Early did he hegin among his eqnals to learn that personal 
merit is of more avail than birth or riches ; and that truth, fortitude, 
and courage, are more to be valued than much learning. 

At the school in Orange, the young Randolphs remained untU 
about the middle of October, 1782, when it was broken up, and Mr. 
Maury removed to the city of Williamsburg. 

He had been invited to that place to establish a Grammar School 
aa an appendage to William and Mary College, in which ttere was 
no professorship of Humanity existing at that time. The school was 
regulated most judioioiisly ; and was soon, attended by more pupils 
than any other Ctrammaj- Sohool that had been before established or 
has since existed in Virginia. More than one hundred, at one time, 
were in attendance, including boys from every State in the Union, 
from Gteorgia to Maryland, both inclusive. Such a number of pupils 
made it necessary that they should be divided into classes. The 
greater proportion of these classes were consigned to assistants, of 
whom there were four. Soon after Mr. Maury was established in 
Williamsburg, the young Randolphs followed him there, and again 
became members of his school. Richard, the eldest, was placed in 
the second class, under the immediate direction of Mr. Maury himself. 
Theodorick and John were placed in the fourth class which was the 
head class assigned to the superintendence of the ch ef usher a Mr 
Elliot. When the class was so augmented, it was leading and iiad 
nearly finished, Eutropius. One of the boots then used by a diss 
mate, with a elass-roll written on the fly-leaf i still pxt nt In a 
short time after the youcg Randolphs joined it the thss ha 1 made 
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Bucli progress that it waa transferred from the usher's departmeEt to 
that of the principal. It then became the third class. While John 
Kandolph continued a member of it, whioh was more than a year, it 
was engaged in reading Sallust and Tirgil, and had made some 
progress in learning the Greek and French languages, and the ele- 
ments of Greometry. Though he complained of haying learned but 
little at this school, his attainments for the short time he was con 
nected with it mnat haye been very considerable. While there he 
learned to repeat the Westminster Greek Grammar by heart, as he 
could the alphabet. 

It was aronud the base of Lord Bottetourt'e statue, in the old 
Capitol, the great clock, now removed to the ehwrch in Williamsburg, 
vibrating overhead, that he committed his lessons to memory. His 
attainment in Latin also must have been considerable. The boys 
were in the habit of acting plays in the original language fiom Plau 
tus and Terrence. He was always selected to perform the female 
parts. His feminine appearance, and the " spice of the devil m his 
temper," rendered him peculiarly fitted for that puipose, and his 
performance was admirable. One who remerabeis hi? personal 
appearance at that time, in speaking of him, lifted up both hands, 
and esclaimed, " he was the most beautifuJ boy I ever beheld !" He 
was, indeed, the admiration of all who saw him, was a great favorite 
with the ladies, but his proud temper and reserved manners prevented 
liim from forming iny intimate ■iasociation'f with his school fellows. 
Though a promiscuous mti,rcnurse wae repuE^ant to his feelingf no 
one was capable of appreciating true meiit and of forming closer, 
more unreserved, wairaei, ind lasting attachments thin John Ean- 
dolpb. Shunning vulgar society and repelling fimihuitv he was 
the more open and devoted to tho'se who were honored with his fnend- 
sbip. He had a natural instinct for discovering character , and was 
remarkable in earliest youth for his discernment and scrutiny into 
motives. 

Among the hundreds of boys with whom he came in daily con- 
tact, he associated with, and formed an attachment to, one class-mate 
alone. That class-mate was Littleton Waller Tazewell. With a 
genius as brilliant as his own, a heart as warm, and a person as pre- 
possessing, young Tazewell was worthy of the distinction. A mutual 
respect and friendship grew up between them, which lasted to the cud 
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of Mr. Kaodolpt'a life ; and the recollection of which is still warmly 
preserved by the noble survivor. In a manner peculiar to John 
Randolph, this early attacliinent was often called to remembrance, 
and cherished. Near forty years afterwards, when he had heard a 
lady sing some Scotch airs, he wrote to a friend : " Among others she 
sang ' There's nae luck aboot the house' very well, and ' Auld Lang 
Syne.' When she came to the liaes : 



I cast my mind's eye around for tiuch a " trusty feesej" and could light 
only on Tajiewell {who, God be praised, is here), and you may judge 
how we met," 

In the spring of 1 ?84, after he had been in Williamsburg a little 
more than one year, John Randolph was taken away from school. 
His parents went on a visit to Mr. Tucker's friends in the island of 
Bermuda, and as John's health was very deKcate, they took him along 
■with them. When about to take his leave, he proposed to young 
TazeweH that they should exchange class-books, that each might have 
some testimonial of their mutual friendship and of its origin. 

They accordingly exchanged Sallusts. Not many years since, 
while he was ia Norfolk, preparing to depart on his mission to Rus- 
sia, he showed Mr. TaaeweU. the identical SaUust he {Tazewell) had 
given him. On the fly-leaf of the book he had written, at the time 
he received it, how, when, and from whom he had acquired it. To 
this he had added this hexameter ; " Ccelum non animum mutant 
qui transmare currunt." 

He continued abroad more than eighteen months, and not having 
the advantage of daily recitation, the Greek language, which he had 
begun so successfully to acquire in his promenades around Lord 
Bottetourt's statue, was entirely effaced from his memory; and he 
barely kept alive the more extensive knowledge he had acquired of 
the Latin, Though these newly acquired elements of learning were 
readily abandoned, and easily effaced, pursuits more genia! to bis 
taste were followed with unabated vigor. Poetry continued to be the 
charm of his life. While abroad, he read Chatterton and Rowley, and 
Young and Gay. Percy's Reliques and Ohauoer then became his 
great favorites. On his return to Virginia, in the latter part of 1 785, 
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we do not leara tbat he returned to Walker M j li I n 

"Williamsburg ; on the contrary, we presume hdlntf htliD 
would have formed an acquaintance in earl j h w h J h 
Brockenbrough, the most intimate friend of his aft If 

The letter from which th a> pa ag p! w tk n nt u 
in this wise : " During the t m that D B 1 b Qi waa t 
"Walter Mauray'a school (from th sp n f 17*54 t th d f 
178o), I was in Bermuda; and (alth j,h he wis w U | t d 
with both mj brothers) our a i ntan ddntbgj utln ly 
twenty years afterwards. D j kn w that I m 1 Id h gh 

to regret this very sensibly ?f 1th ghX tit ttmth 

esteem or regard in which Ihldhm 1 th lltpn 

hjj friendship, yet, had I known t m. th I tl L I 1 Id j y 
' Auld Lang Syne ' more, whih t j, km it to myself, 
as I often do," 

How he spent the next tw 1 ght m th after his re- 

turn from Bermuda, we hav t b bl t 1 arn. "When we 

see him again itis at Princeto C 11 j, th t m of 1787. The 
manner in which he spent his t m th 1 t C 1 mbia College, 

New- York, shall be given in h w d 

" My mother once express d whtmthtl night one day 
or other be as great a speakei J m B k Edmund Ran- 

dolph I That gave the bent t d i t At Princeton Col- 

lege, where I spent a few mo th (1787) th p iz t elocution was 
borne away by mouthers and t I w id speak if I 

could possibly avoid it, and wh I Id t, p ttd, without ges- 
ture, the short^t piece that I had committed to memory. I remem- 
hei some verses from -Pope, and the first anonymous letter from 
Newberg, made up the sum and substance of my spoutings, and I 
can yet repeat much of the first epistle (to Lord Chatham) of the 
former, and a good deal of the latter. I was then as consi'ious of my 
superiority over my competitors in delivery and elocution, as I am 
n w th t they are sunk in oblivion ; and I despised the award and 
t! mpu" s in the bottom of my heart. I believe that there is no- 
w! h foul play as among professors and schoolmasters ; more 

p lly f they are priests. I have had a contempt for coDege 

My m ther's death drew me from Princeton, (where I had been 

Hosi^cb/Googlc 



24 ^'IPK OF JOHN RANDOLPH. 

forced to be idle, being put into a noisy wrctclicd grammar school 
for Dr. Witterspooii'a emolument- I was ten times a better scholar 
than the master of it ) and in June 1 b^ I was sent to Columbia 
College, New-YoiL. ) ist then having Lompleti-J my fifteenth year. 
Never did higher iiteiary ambition burn m human bosom. Colum- 
bia College, New-Toik was just rising ont of ehao'i ; but there was 
an Irishman nampl Coohran who was our huminity professor. 

I now (July, J/8y) masttred the Eaton giaramat, and gave Coch- 
ran, who was a sch lar and a iije ani good one a half joe, out of 
my own pocket, for m nths to give me private lessons We read 
Demosthenes together ani I usod to cij f i indignation at tlie suc- 
cess of Philip's aita -ind arms over the liberties of &reec«. But 
some disgust indu(,el my mister to remove to Nova ii^cotia, where a 
professor's chair was ofierei him about thiee months after I oeeame 
his pupil. Nest tu the Icsa of mymither iid my being sent to 
Walker Mauray'a school {and one othei that I bhall not name), this 
was the greatest misfortune of my life 

"Unhappily, mypoorbrother Theodorickjwho was two years older 
than myself, had a. strong aversion to books and a decided taste for 
pleasure. Often when I had retreated from him and his convivial 
associates to my little study, has he forced the look, taken away my 
book, and rendered further prosecution of my purpose impossible. 
From that time forward I began to neglect study (Cochran left no 
one but Dr. Johnson, the president, of any capacity behind him, and 
he was in the Senate of the United States from Mai-ch, 1789), read 
only the trash of the circulating library, and never have read since, 
except for amusement, unless for a few weeks at Williamsburg at 
the close of 1793 ; and all my dear mother's fond anticipations and 
all my own noble and generous aspirations have been quenched ; 
and if not entirely — if a single spark or languid flanie yet burns — it 
is owing to my accidental election to Congress five and twenty years 
ago." 

He was recalled from Princeton by the death of his mother, 
That sad event took place tie 18th of January, 1788. She was but 
thirty-six years old when she died. Cut off in the bloom of youth 
and beauty, he ever retained a most vivid and impassioned remem- 
brance of her person, her charms, and her virtues. He always kept 
her portrait hanging before him in his chamber. Though he was 
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not yet fiftoon years old, the loss to him was irreparable. She knew 
him ; ehe knew the delicacy of his frame, the tenderness of hia heart, 
the irritahility of Lis temper ; and she alone could sympathize with 
him. Many years after thia event — the day after his duel with Mr. 
Clay— while reflecting on the narrow escape he had made with his 
life, and the professions of men who disappear in auoh an hour ot 
trial, his mind naturally reverted to Ms dear mother, who understood 
and never foraook him ; he wrote thus to a friend : " I am. a fatalist. 
I am ail but friendless. Only one human being ever knew me. She 
only knew me." That human being was his mother ! The loss to 
him was irreparable ; aor did he ever cease to mourn over it. Barely 
did he come to Petersbm-g or its vicinity, that he did not visit old 
JIatoaS; m its wasted aolitnde, and shed tears over the grave of those 
Jionored parents, by whose side it was the last wish of his heart to 
bo buried. 

The spring of the year 1788 was spent in Virginia. It does not 
appear that he was engaged in any regular coarse of study. Much 
of his time, as was his custom whenever ho could, was devoted to 
friendship. He spent several weeks of this vacation with young 
Tazewell, at hia father's hoiise, in Williamsburg. While there, he 
discoursed at large on the v^riTOs incideota he had met with while 
nbroad in Bermuda, and at college m Piinoeton, thu' early diipKy 
ing tliat faculty of observation and fluent narratn e that m after 
^cara rendered hia conversation so biilliaot and captivating Aftei 
his departure oa the present occasion, he commenced a corre'fpond 
ence, which, with short mteivil' wi" kept up through hte bueh 
was Mr. Tazewell's reputation foi piofiund learning on iH 'suhjeots 
touching the laws and the Conititutinu of the t-ountry that Mi* 
Randolph conaulted him on e'n.ry impoitant ocoa-iion is it aiose in 
Congress. Often in one line would he propound an inquiry that cost 
his friend weeks of investigation to answer. His own early letters 
displayed an inquiring mind far beyond his years. In his first let- 
ter, written on his arrival in New-Tork (June, li'88), he stated that 
alien duties had been exacted by the custom-house there, not only 
upon the vessel in which he had taken his passage, which was owned 
in Virginia, but upon the passengers on board of her, all of whom 
wore natives of Virginia. This statement was accompanied by many 
voaeotions, designed to show the impolicy of such exactions on the 
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part of NewYork, and the ill effects that would result from persist 
ing in such a oourse. This incident took place before the adoption 
of the present Constitution of the United States, and when the sub- 
ject of it was just fifteen years old. It is mentioned merely to sliow 
" the preoooioua proclivitj" of John Randolph to the investigation of 
political subjects. 

Another letter addressed to the same friend, was confined to su 
aeoount of the first inauguration of General Washington as President 
of the United States, which took place the 30th of April, 1789, in 
the city of New-Tork. John Randolph was an eye-witness of the 
scene. His letter contained a narrative of many minute but very 
interesting incidents that do not appear in any of our public records 
or histories. This narrative, being written ai the moment such inci- 
dents ocourred, by an ingenuous youth, an eye-witness of the events, 
had an air of freshness and truthfulness about it that was most cap- 
tivating. As the letter related to nothing but matters of general 
interest, young Tazewell showed it to his father, who was so much 
pleased with it, that shortly afterwards he requested bis son to read 
it to a party of friends who were dining with him. The late Colonel 
James Innis, the attorney-general, was one of the party. He was 
considered, at that time, the most eloquent speaker, and the best belles- 
lettres scholar in Virginia. Colonel Innis was so much pleased with 
the letter, that he took it from the hands of the owner, and read it 
over and over again, pronouncing it to be a mode! of such writing, 
ftnd recommended to the young man tn preserve it, and study its style. 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE CONSTITUTION IJT ITS CHRYSALIS STATE. 

No man with a growing intellect was ever content with his early 
education. The boy turns a contemptuous look on the swaddlinga of 
infency. The wisest instruction is so ii)adec[uate to the wants of the 
human mind, that when one grows up to manhood he looks back with 
mortification on the dark gropings of youthfiil ignorance, and with 
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<li'igi''t ii tlie tjme ind effort wasted in piiisuiDg b^nen piths, 
wiieie espeiienco taught him bi tiuth could be fnnd John E,an- 
d>lph ■was not singulir m Kmentiiig that he hid diaapiointed the 
fond antiuiations f f h ^> trienls anl mouimcg tli-it all his noble 
and genenus aspiiatioiiB had been quenfhed Hii rheodoiicfc 
an i his uoisj com]: anions iett the ambitious student alone to his 
ho ks and his ckset we should still have heird the same complaint. 
No attainment oan satisty the aspirations of genius. But it is true 
he was not without just cause of discontenL His frequent changes 
of soLoo!, not less than five times in as many years ; the long inter- 
ruptions thereby occasioned — by his travels abroad, the death of his 
mother and th da ly vesat ons of 11 health and of no sy con j an ons, 
w tl nhonhe was comiell 1 to assoc ate — rendered t mpos ble for 
h m to g ve that eont nuo s and ar lent devot on to study wh ch ia 
nd spensable to mental d s 1 1 ne and the aoqu s t on of learning. 
In dL.gu t he gave np the ffort and abando ed h mseif to the loose 
hab t of prom s itouo eaJ ng H cla. s 1 stu 1 e so often inter- 
r jtel we e finally lo ei b fore le was sixteen yea 9 f age "I 
am an gnorant » a s I tho gh ound n^ 1 ke sa oo^m i om his 
1 ps ■naa uttered w th s uoe ty Though the broad foimdat on of 
sol d lea n g was want ng to h m h s active in 1 nquu ng mind 
was scarcely con o ouH of the dehc en y Nat re bad des gned him 
for a statesman lews eminently a p act e^l nan and Irew bis 
lessons of wisdom from experience and observation. He was, while 
yet a youth, in daily intercourse with statesmen and men of learning. 
i. great and rare opportunities for acquiring information on 
. towards which his mind had "a precocious pro- 
clivity." Practical politics, and the science of government, were the 
daily themes of the statesmen with whom he associated. He was a 
constant attendant on the sittings of the first Congress. He was in 
Federal Hall, the 4th of March, 1789, when only thirteen members 
of the new Congress under our present Constitution appeared and 
tooh their seats. Two only presented themselves from the south 
side of the Potomac ; Alesaiider White, from Vii'ginia, and Thomas 
Tudor Tucker, ftom South Carolina. Mr. Tucker was the brother 
of St. George Tucker, the father-in-law of John Kandolph. The 
14th of March, Eiehard Bland Lee, a cousin of John Kandolph, 
Mr. Madison, and John Page, from Virginia, entered the hall, and 
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e hearts of those who had aaseuihled from day to day for 
more than a week withoiit a quorum, and were heginniiig to despond 
and doubt lest this new government might prove a failure. The 30th 
of Mftrch, Col, Theodorick Bland, the uncle of John Randolph, 
made his appearance. It vras not till the 1st of April, nearly a 
month after the time appointed hj tlie Constitution, that a quorum 
was obtained, and the House organized for husinesa. Such was the 
feebleanddoubtfuiinfancy of this great and growing Kepuhlio. " I was 
at Federal Hall," said Randolph once in a apeeoh to his oonetituenta ; 
" I saw Washington, but eould not hear him take the oath to support 
the Federal Constitution. The Constitution was in its cjiiysalis 
state. I saw what Wash f.t 1 d t 
Virginia saw it — George M d P t 

under its imngs." That th w 
ipPTs, the reader will soon s 

The arduous and respo bl t 1 f 
mont devolved on the first C I 

of men who preferred the Oil f d 
tions to give it energy ; 1 w t n 
centralizing system, such as th y pp ! 
to be. They, therefore, lo k d w th w 
every step that was taken i ta t 

among those who thus ea ly pp 1 tl 
power, were Theodorick Bl nd d Th m 
uncles of John Eandolph. 1 Bl d w 
lower of Patrick Henry. H w n 1 
met, Jane, 1788, in Kichmond, to tatify the new Oon&t tut on It s 
well known that Patrick Henry opposed the ratifi t n w h all 
bis eloquence. The very day in which he shook the p t 1 w th a 
power not inferior to that with whioh he set the ball i B, I t n 
iu motion, Col. Bland, writing to a friend, says ; " I a my nt y 
on the point of embarking and launching into a t ubl n 

without chart or compass, to direct her ; one half of h w 1 t 

iag sail for the land of enei-gy, and the other looking with a longing 
aspect on the shore of Mierty." After declaring that the Conven- 
tion whic!^ framed the Constitution had transcended its powers. 
Patrici Henry esclaimed : ' It is most clearly a consolidated gov- 
ernmeut. I need not take much pains to show that the prinoiples of 
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this ajsteio aie estremdy pernicious impolitic, and dangerous. "We 
have no detail it tlioae gieat considerations which, in my opinion, 
onght t) haie aboundel befoie we should recur to a government of 
thi^ kind Here I'l a i evolution as radical as that which separated 
UB from Gieat Britd,in It is as ridieaJ, if in this transition onr 
rigiits lud privileges aie endingeied, and the sovereignty of the 
States hL lelinquished and cannot we pliunly see that this is actu- 
ally the 01SQ ? 1h this tame relinqtushment of rights worthy of free- 
m I twtlyfthtmlyfttl that ought to chai'ao- 

te p hi ? Tl i 1 t — ths same despised gov- 

m t — fs I tL ii gh t encomium ; it carried 

ufitl ghig Idg w t dered ns victoiioua in 
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purse and Bword of Vii'ginia? They must go to Congress. "What is 
become of your country? The Virginian government is but a 
name. We should be thought unwise indeed to keep two hundred 
legislators in Virginia, when the government is, in fact, gone to 
Philadelphia, or New- York. We are as a State to form no part of 
the government. Whei-e are your checks? The most essential 
objects of government are to be administered by Congress. How 
than can the State governments be any check npoa them? If we 
are to be a republican government, it will be cousolidated, not con- 
federated. This is not imaginary ; it is a formidable reality. If 
consolidation pi'oves to be as mischievous to this country as it has 
been to other countries, what will the poor inhabitants of this 
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ooimtry do? This government will operate like an ambuscade. It 
will destroy the State governments; and swallow the liberties of the 
people, without giving them previous notice. If gentlemen are 
willing to run the hazard, let them run it j but I shall esoiilpate 
myself by my opposition, and monitory warnings, witliin these walls. 
Another gentlemaa tells us that no inconvenience will result from 
the exercise of the power of taxation by the general government. 
A change of government will not pay money. If from the probable 
amount of the import, you take the enormous and extravagant 
expenses, which will certainly attend the support of this great con- 
solidated government, I believe you will find no reduction of the 
public burdens by this new system. The splendid maintbjance of 
the President, and of the members of both Houses ; and the salaries 
and fees for tlie swai'm of officers and dependents on the Govern- 
ment, will cost this continent immense sums. After satisfying their 
uncontrolled demands, what can be left for the States? Not a 
sufBciency even to defray the expense of their internal administra- 
tion. They must, therefore, glide imperceptibly and gradually out 
of existence. This, Sir, must naturally terminate in a consolidation. 
If this will do for other people, it will never do for me. I never 
will give up that darling word requisiticm ; my country may give it . 
up ; a majority may wrest it from me ; but I never will give it up 
till my grave. The power of direct taxation was called by the 
honorable gentleman the soul of the government : another gentle- 
man called it the lungs of the government. We all agree that it is 
the most important part of the body politic. If the power of raising 
money be necessary for the general government, it is no less so for 
the States. Must I give my soal — my lungs to Congress ? Con- 
gress must have our souls ; the State must have our soub, Tiiese 
two co-ordinate, interfering, unlimited powers of harassing the oom- 
mtmity are unexampled ; it is unprecedented in history ; they are 
the visionary projects of modern politicians. Tell me not of imagi- 
nary means, but of reality : this political solecism will never tend to 
the benefit of the community. It will be as oppressive in practice 
as it is absurd in theory. If you part from this, which the honor- 
able gentleman tells you is the sou! of Congress, you will be inevita- 
bly ruined. I tell jou tliey shall not have the soul of Virginia." 
After speaking of the " awful squinting towai'da monai'chy" in the 
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esecutive ; and of the great powers conferred on tlic judiciary, Mr. 
Henry concluded in one of those bursts of vapt eloquence, which 
can ouly he compared to the eloquence of Demosthenes, when on a 
similar occasion — in a last appeal to his countrymen to defend them- 
Belvea against the invasion of Philip — he called on the spirits of the 
mighty dead, those who fell at Thermopylae, at Salamis, and at Ma- 
rathon, to rise and protect their country against the ai-ts and arms 
of the Macedonian Tyrant. 

" The gentleman, tells you,- .iaid Mr. Henry, " of important 
blessings which he imagines will result to us, and to maiAkind in gene- 
ral, from the adoption of this system. I sec the awful immensity of 
the dangers with which it is pregnant. I see it, — I feel it. I see 
beings of a far higher order anxious concerning our decision. When 
I see beyond the horizon that bounds human eyes, and look at the 
final consummation of all human things, and see those intelligent 
beings which inhabit the ethereal mansions, reviewing the political 
divisions and revolutions which in the progress of time will happen in 
America, and the consequent happiness or misei'y of mankind, I am led 
to believe, that mueh of the account, on one side or the other, will de- 
pend on what we now decide. Our own happiness alone is not affected 
by the event. All nations are interested in the determination. We 
have it in our power to secure the happiness of one half of the human 
race. Its adoption may involve the misery of the other hemispheres," 

When the vote was about to lie taken on the ratification, Patrick 
Henry, seconded by Theodoriek Bland, moved a resolution, " That 
previous to the ratification of the new constitution of government 
recommended by the late Federal Convention, a declaration of rights 
assecting and secm-ing from encroachment the great principles of 
civil and religious liberty, and the inalienable rights of the people, 
together with amendments to the most exceptionable parts of the 
said constitution of government, ought to be referred by this con- 
vention to the other States in the American confederacy for their 
consideration." This resolution was lost by a majority of dgla va.es. 
Many who voted for it were membei-s of the first Congress ; and 
some of them were among the most influential and distinguished 
men in Yir^nia. William Caboll, Samuel Jordan Cabell, Benjamin 
Harrison, John Tyler, father of the late President, Isaac Coles, 
Stephen Thompson Mason, Abraham Twigg, Patrick Henry, Theo- 
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dorick Bland, William Grayson, James Moaroe, aud George Maaon. 
These sanie persons voted against tlie adoption of tbe Consfcitntion, 
whioh was only carried by a majority of ten. So greiit waa tte im 
presaion made on the public mind by tte arguments in the Couven 
tion against the evil tendencies of the Constitution, that a m^ioiity 
of the Vii'ginia Legislature that met the ensiung Oetobei to appoint 
senators, and pass laws for electing members of Congrese, was de 
oidedly anti-federal ; that is, opposed to the Constitution, as it came 
from the hands of ite framers, without important modifications. 
Patrick Henry was the master spirit of that a^embly. He was 
offered a seat in the Senate of tbe United States ; bi\t he declined it, 
as he had previously declined a seat in the Fedei-al Convention. 
Through iis influence tbe appointment of senator was conferred on 
William Grayson, and on Biehai'd Heniy Lee, 

Mr. Grayson distinguished himself in tbe Vir^nia Convention 
by a very elaborate analysis of the new Constitution, pointing 
out its defects, and illustrating by history its dangerous tendencies 
He gave utterance to a prediction, which many believe has been 
in the daily process of fulfilment from that time to the present 
moment. " But my greatest objection is," saya he, speaking of 
the Constitution, "that it will, in its operation, be found un- 
equal, grievous, aud oppressive. If it have any efaejicy at all, it 
must be by a faction — a faction of one part of tlie Union against 
the other. There is a great difference of oirenrast.anees between the 
States. The interest of the carrying States {since manufacturing 
States) is strikingly different from that of the producing States. I 
mean not to give offence to any part of America, but mankind are 
governed by interest. The carrying States will a^uredly unite, and 
our situation will then be wretched indeed. Every measure wiU 
have for its object their particular interest. Let ill-fated Ireland be 
ever present to our view. I hope that my fears are groundless, biit 
I believe it as I do my creed, that this government will operate as 
a faction of seven States to oppress the rest of the Union. But it 
may be said, tbat we are represented, and cannot therefore be in- 
jured — a poor representation it will be ! The British would have 
been glad to take America into the Union like the Scotch, by giving 
us a small representation. The Irish might be indulged with the 
same favor by asking for it. {As they have done, and with what 
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result^) Will tliat lessen our miafortunes? A small n 
gives a pretence to injure and destroy. But, sir, the Scotch Union 
is intvodiioed hj an hoaorahie gentleman as an. argument in favor of 
adoption. Would he wish his country to he on the same foundation 
with Scotland? They have hut 45 members in the House of Com- 
mons, and 16 in the House of Lords. They go up regularly in order 
to bo bribed. The smallneea of their number puts it out of their 
power to carry any measure. And this unhappy nation exhibits the 
only instance, perhaps, in the world, where corruption becomes jl 
virtue. I devoutly pray, that this description of Scotland may not 
be picturesque of the Southern States, in three years from this time." 
The other senator from Virginia was Richard Henry Lee, ^e 
stood by Patrick Henry from the commencement of our revolutionary 
struggles to their end. He was one of the first delegates to the first 
Congress. Hia name appears on almost all the important committees 
of that body. He was selected by the Virginia delegation to move 
the declai'ation of independence. For his patriotism, statesmanship, 
and oratory, he was regarded as the Cicero of his age. His clossioal 
and chaste elocution possessed a tone of depth and inspiration that 
charmed hia auditory. While his great compatriot poured down 
upon agitated assemblies a cataract of mingled passion and logic, he 
awakened the attention, captivated the heart, and convinced the un- 
derstanding of his hearers by a regulated flow of harmonious lan- 
guage, generous sentiment, and lucid argument. " In his personal 
character, he was just, benevolent, and high-spirited, domestic in hia 
tastes, and too proud to he ambitious of popularity." TMs distin- 
guished patriot and statiaman was strenuously opposed to the Con- 
stitution as it came from the hands of its framers. He was a member 
of Congress to whom it was referred, and by whom it was expected 
to be recommended to their respective States. " When the plan of a 
Constitution," says Mr. Madison, "proposed by the Convention came 
before Congress for their sanction, a very serious effort was made hy 
Eicliard Henry Lee to embaiTass it. It was first contended that 
Congress could not properly give any positive countenance to a measure 
which had for its object the subversion of the Constitution under 
which they acted. This gi'ound of attack failing, he then urged the 
expediency of sending out the plan with amendments, e 
a number of them corresponding with the objections of Col. 1 
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He then addressed a letter to Governor Edmund Kandolpli, of Vir- 
ginia, wto as a memljer of tlie Convention had rofusod to sign the 
Conetitutiott. After giving his objections in detail, he says : " You are, 
therefore, sir, well warranted in saying, either a monareliy or aristoc- 
racy will be generated — perhaps the most grievous system of govern- 
ment will arise. It cannot be denied with truth, that this new Con- 
stitution is, in its first principles, highly and dangerously oligarchic ; 
and it is a point agreed, that a government of the few, is, of all 
governments, the worst." 

" The only check to be found in favor of the deraooratic principle, 
in this system, is the House of E t t t wh h I believe, may 

justfy be called a mere shred g f P ntat u it being obvi- 

ous to the least examination th t m 11 f nu her, aud great 

comparative disparity of pow d th t I f little effect to 

promote good, or restrain bad g nm nt B t wli t is the power 
given to this ill-constructed body I T j dg f wh t may be for the 
general welfare, seems a powe t w 1 y possible object 

of human legislation." Such w tl fi t t from Virijinia, 
and of a like complexion wei a j ty f th turned to the 

House of Bepresentatives. For devoting himself so ardently tu the 
eleotion of men known to be hostile to the Constitution as it stood, 
Mr. Henry was charged with a d^ign of subverting that which he 
could not prevent. It is said that his avowed attachment to the con- 
federation was mere hypocrisy; that he secretly rejoiced in its imbe- 
cility, and did not desire a union of the States under any form of 
government. He was attacked in a most vinilent and pei'Sonal man- 
ner by a writer who signed himself Decius. Ho charged Mr. Henry 
with a design of forming Virginia and Horth Cai'olina into one 
republic, and placing himself at the botid as their dictator. " Were 
I to draw the picture of a tyrant for this country," says Decius, '■ it 
should be very different from that which some others have sketclied 
out. He should be a man in every instance calculated to soothe and 
not to threaten the populace j possessing a humiliating and not an 
arrogant turn ; affecting an entire ignorance and poorness of capacity, 
and not assuming the superiorities of the illumined ; a man whose 
capacity should be calculated to insinuate itself into the good esteem 
of others by degrees, and not to surprise them into a compliance on 
a sudden * whose plainness of manners and meanness of address first 
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should move oar compassion, steal upon our kearts, betray our judg- 
ments, and finally run away with tke whole of the Imman compoai- 

This description of tte demagogue winning his way by affected 
bumility and low cunning to the supreme oommand, was intended to 
be applied to Mr. Henry. Many of his own expressions are used in 
drawing tiie portrait, but no mai: less deserved the epithet of ambi- 
tious. There can be no doubt that be delighted to sway the passions 
of the multitude, and to influence the decision of legislative bodies 
by the powers of his elotiuenco ; kit that bis ambitiosi extended to 
the accLuisition of supreme executive command, there is not the sligbt- 
est ground of suspicion. 

The virulen.ce with which be was assailed must be attributed to 
the high party excitement of the times, which indiscriminately 
assaulted the most spotless characters, and paid ao respect to exalted 
services or venei'able age. 



CHAFTEK VIIT. 



G-EOUGF. Mason was a wise man. He was at once the Solon and the 
Cato, the lawgiver and the stern patriot of the age in which be lived. 
At a period when republics were to be founded, and constitutions 
of government ordained for growing empires, he was the first to de- 
fine and to guard with watchful care the rights of the people — to 
prescribe limitations to the diff'erent departments of govenifnent, and 
to plaoe restrictions oa their exercise of power. The Bill of Rights, 
and the Oonstitutioo of Virginia, are lasting monuments to his me- 
mory. One sentence of the former contains more wisdom and con- 
centration of thought, than all former writings on the subject of 
government. The sentence is this ; " that no man or set of men is 
entitled to exclusive or separate emoluments, or privileges from the 
community, but in consideration of public services ; which, not being 
doseondible, neither ought the offices of magistrate, legislator, or 
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judge, to be heieditarj." Here is a volume of trutli and wisdom, 
says aa eminent writer, a lesson for the sttidj of nations, embodied 
in a single sentence, and expressed iu the plainest language. If a 
deluge of despotism were to overspread the world, and destroy those 
institutions under which freedom is yet protected, sweeping into ob- 
livion every vestige of their remembrance among men, conld this sin- 
gle sentence of Mason fee preserved, it would be sufficient to rekindle 
the flame of liberty, and to revive the race of freemen. Though Mr. 
Mason did not object to a union of tlie States for their mutual de- 
fence and welfare, he yet regarded the oommonwealtli of Virginia aa 
bis country, and her government as the only one that could guarantee 
bis rights or protect his interest. So far baok as 1783, Mr. Madi- 
son, speaMng of him, says, "his heterodoxy lay chiefly in being too 
little impressed with the necessity or the proper means of preserving 
the confederacy," Virginia was a great empire within herself, and 
had every thing to sacrifice in surrendering her sovereignty to a cen- 
tral government. On the independence of the States also rested his 
only hope of preserving the liberties of the people. He entered the 
Federal Convention, therefore, iu 1787, with a stern resolution never 
to snrrender the sovereignty of the States. Others, on the contrary, 
could conceive of no other plan but a consolidated government, by 
which the States should be reduced from political societies to mere 
municipal corporations. The middle ground of compromise had not 
yet been thonght of Mr. Madison had but a dim perception of its 
possibility. Even he was for a strong government. In a letter ad- 
dressed to Edmund Eandolph, dated New-York, April 8th, 1787, he 
says ; " I hold it for a fundamental point, that an individual indepen- 
dence of the States is utterly irreconcilable with the idea of an ag- 
gregate sovereignty. I think, at the same time, that a consolidation 
of the States into one simple republic, is not less unattainable than 
it would be inexpedient. Let it be tried, then, whether any middle 
ground can be taken," To the untiring exertions of Mr. Madison, 
both in the Federal Convention and in the Convention of Virginia, 
are we indebted for the existence of the Constitution. But to Colo- 
nel Mason are we indebted for the only democratic and federal fea- 
tures it contains. But for Madison we should have been without a 
government ; but for Mason, that government would have crushed 
the States, and swallowed up the liberties of the people. To Mason 
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are we indebted for the popular election of members of the House of 
Bepresentatives, the election of senatora by the State Legislatures, 
and tte equal representation of the States in the Senate. In the 
first, tliere is some guarantee for the riglita of the people ; in the se- 
cond, some protection to the Bovereigntj and independence of the 
States. So important were Mr. Mason's services, that we miist de- 
tain the reader by a few quotations from his speeelies to establish 
his claim to the high distinction here awarded hira. When the 
question of electing members to the House of KepresentatiTes by 
the State Legislatures instead of the people, was before the Conven- 
tion, Mr. Mason said ; " Under the existing Confederacy Congress re- 
present the States, and not the people of the States ; their acts ope- 
rate on the States, and not on the individuals. The case will be 
changed in the new plan of government. The people will be repre- 
sented ; they ought therefore to choose the representatives. Much," 
he said, " had been alleged against democratic elections. He ad- 
mitted that much might be said ; but it was to he considered that no 
government was free from imperfections and evils, and that improper 
elections, in many instances, were inseparable from republican gov- 
ernments. But compare these with the advantage of this form, in 
favor of the rights of the people-, in favor of human nature !" Mr. 
Mason urged tJie necessity of ret^iining the election by the people. 
" Whatever inconvenience may attend the democratic principle, it 
must actuate one part of the government. It is the only security for 
the rights of the people." 

When t3ie organization of the Senate was under consideration, 
Mr, Mason said, " he never would agree to abolish the State Gov- 
ernments, or render them absolutely insignificant. They were as 
necessary as the General Government, and he would be equally care- 
ful to preserve them. He was aware of the difficulty of drawing the 
line between them, but hoped it was not insurmountable. It has 
been argued on all hands, that an efficient government is necessary ; 
that to render it such, it ought to have the faculty of self-defence ; 
that to render its difierent branches effectual, each of them ought to 
have the same power of self-defence. He did not wonder that snob 
an argument should have prevailed on these points. He only won- 
dered that there should be any disagreement about the necessity of 
allowing tlio State governments the same self-defence. If they are 
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to be preserved, as he conceived to be essential, they certainly onght 
to have tiiis power ; and the only mode left of giving it to them, was 
by allovfing them to appoint the second branch of the National Le- 
giaiatiire." Dr. Johnson said : '■ The controversy must be endless 
while gentlemen differ in the grounds of their arguments j those on 
one side considering the States as districts of people composing one 
political society ; those on the other, considering them as so many 
political societies. The fact is, that the States do exist as political 
societies, and a goyerament is to be formed for them m their politi- 
cal capacity, as well as for the individuals composing them. Does it 
aot seem to follow, that if the States, as such, are to exist, they must 
be ai-med with some power of self-defence ? This is the idea of Co- 
lonel 2t£ason, who appears lo have looked to the bottom of this matter. 
Besides the aristocratic and other interests, which ought to have the 
means of defending themselves, the States have their interests as 
such, and are equally entitled to like means. On the whole he 
thought, that, as in some respects the States are to be considered in 
their political capacity, and in others as districts of individual citi- 
zens, the two ideas embraced on different sides, instead of being op- 
posed to each other, ought to be combined ; that in one branch the 
lieople ought to be represented, in the other the States." 

Notwithstanding Ool. Mason labored to modify the Constitution 
through its various stages, as much as he could in favor of liberty 
and the independence of the States, he finally voted against it. His 
objections were radical, extending to every department of govern- 
ment. He objected to the unlimited powers of taxation, conferred 
on a House of Representatives, which was but the shadow of repre- 
sentation, and could never inspire confidence in the people. He ob- 
jected to the marriage, as he called it, between the President and the 
Senate, and the extraordinary powers conferred on the latter. He 
insisted that they would destroy any balance in the government, and 
would enable the President and the Senate, by mutually supporting 
and aiding each otl er to accomplish what usurpations they please 
upon the rights and 1 be t f th people. He objected to the ju- 
diciary of the United State b ng constructed and extended as to 
absorb and destroy th jul a s f the several States, thereby ren- 
dering the adrainist n f law tedious, mtrioate, expensive, and 
unattainable by a g at part f the ommunity. He objected to the 
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EsecutiTe because tlie President of tie United States haa no conHti- 
tutioual counsel (a thing unknowa in anj safe and regular govern- 
nient) ; he will therefore be unsupported by proper information and 
advice ; and will generally be directed by minions and favorites — or 
he will become a toot to the Senate — or a council of state will grow 
out of the principal officers of the great departments — the worst and 
moat dangerous of ail ingredients for such a council in a free ooan- 
try ; for they may be induced to join in any dangerous and oppres- 
sive measures to shelter themselves, and prevent an incLuiry into their 
own misconduct in office. 

In a word, said Ool. Mason, the Confederation is converted to one 
general consolidated government, which, from my best judgment of 
it, is one of the worst curses that can possibly befall a nation. 

Such was G-eorge Mason — the champion of the States, and the 
author of the doctrine of State Bights. Many of the prophecies of 
this profound statesman are recorded in the fulfilments of history — 
many of the ill forebodings of the inspired orator are daily shaping 
themselves into sad realities. To the indomitable courage, Koman 
energy, and inspiring eloquence of Mason and of Henry, we are as 
much indebted for our independence, as to the sword of the warrior. 
To their wisdom and sagacity we owe the preservation and the future 
safety of the ship of state, which, without their forewarning, would 
have long since been dashed to pieces against the rocks and the 
quicksands that lay concealed in its pathway. While the eyes of 
many good and wise men were dazzled with the strength and bril- 
liancy of the young eagle, now pluming himself for a bold and aa'du- 
ous flight, they with keener vision saw tiie poison under his wing, 
and sought to extract it, lest, in his high career, he might shed pes- 
tilence and death on the country which it was his destiny to over- 
shadow and protect. 
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CHAPTEE IX. 

EAKLY POLITICAL ASSOCIATES. 

In the foregomg cliaptcra we may have gone more icto detail, 
and dwelt more on collateral subjects than might appear consistent 
with a work of this kind. But it was necessai-y to give the reader a, 
elue to the political opinions of John Kandolph. No one can fail to 
ponder oyer those chapters, and study the character of those men 
we have briefly attempted to portray, and do justice to the subject 
of this memoir. He was bred iip in the school of Mason and of 
Henry. His father-in-law, his uncles, his brother, and all with whom 
he associated imbibed the sentiments of thos 
shared tl It to th p jl d th 
Gommonw Ihf'Vir^ dpt ptd 

to tlie new g t E 1 Iph h 

attendant hdbt tthfitL 
on it the U t t k f g th g 

wlieels inm Amj yftmb 

Virginia b 1 g d t th p 1 f il 1 1 f M 
They ow ! 1 IP * t to th fl 
alarms ex td th j bl m d lyth p d M j f 

them we th bl d It f J h P Uph d 11 f th 

his intim te f d "t^ th tl 1 t d 1 th g d 

ligiits to tak g y th by th h d d dd t h tt 

tive ear words of troth and of wisdom. When itichard Henry Lee, 
and &rayson, and Bland, and Tncker, and Page, were seated around 
the domestic fireside, holding free and familiar discourse on those 
great questions involved in founding a Republic, we may well c 
oeiye that their young friend and kinsman was a 
tentive listener to those high themes, teaching 



We may well conceive how his bosom, dilated, and his eye kin- 
dled with unwonted fire, as they narrated the great battle of gianta 
in the Convention, told of the many-aided wisdom of George Mason, 
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done operates agamst their interest : every duty we have laid will 
he heavily felt by South f arolina, while nothing has been done to 
assist or even enconrage her or her agriculture," Mr. Tucker said : 
" I am opposed to high duties, beoause they tend to the oppression 
of certain citizens lad States, in order to promote the benefit of 
other States and othei classes of oitiaens." Mr. Bland laid it down 
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as an incontrovertible truth, " that the agricultaral interest is the 
permanent interest of this country, and therefore ought not to be 
sacrificed to any other." Mr. Jajikson of Georgia, who had accus- 
tomed himself, as he said, to a blunt integrity of speech, that attest- 
ed his sincerity, exclaimed ; " They call to my mind a passage of 
Scripture, where a king, by the advice of inexperienced counsellors, 
declared to his people, ' my father did laden you with ji heavy yoke, 
but I will dd t y h d Follow those men through all 

their legigl t ca 1 t w It be found, though history has given 

them littl d t f t tl t tl y steadily pursued one object as 

their pol t — t, to tl encroachments of power, and pro- 
tection t th bt f th p pi 

The wflq tgtw 1 monarchy ■which Henry saw in the 
Executiv m d th m p t I ly jealous of that department of 
governrae t d us d th m t oppose every measure that might 
tend to in ts p w p t age. On the much mooted ques- 

tion, for example, of removal friira office, they insisted that the Senate 
should be associated with the President. Mr, Bland was the firs 
to give expression to opinions which have since been so oft«n re 
peated, and the policy of which is still a question. He thought the 
power given by the Constitution to the Senate, respecting the ap- 
pointments to office, would he rendered almost nugatory if the Pre- 
sident liad the power of removal. He thought it consistent with the 
nature of things, th t th p wh h jp t 1 h Id m 
would not object t lit fh It th t tl P 

dent shall remove f abjlwhthad d t 

the Senate. 

The hiU to e tahl h th T y D p tn t t d 

clause making it tl d iy f th S t y to d t d p 
plans for the impr m t 1 t f tl d f 

the support of publ d t 

Mr. Page mov d t t k t th w 1 1 g th t t 

permit the Secreta ytogfth thntopp t t wld 

be a dangerous i t th tttlpl ttht 

house. It would te 1 fl wthhw II be- 

cause members might he led by the deference commonly paid to 
men of abilities, wjjo gave an opinion in a case they have thoroughly 
coneidei'ed, to support the plan of the minister even against their 
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Mr. Tucker see nd d 1 m n f M Pa H b p d 1 
house was aot aire dy w a y f es u ng an 1 ta n ng b p w 
vested in tbem by the Constitution ; and yet the adoption of this 
elause would argue that tbey thought themselves less adequate than 
an individual to determine what burdens their ocnstituents were 
able to bear. This was not answering the high espeetations that 
had been formed of their esertions for the geaeral good, or of their 
vigilance in guarding their own and the people's rights. 

But nothing could equal the ferment and disquietude occasioned 
throughout the country by the proposition which oanie froin tlie 
Senate, to confer titles on the President and other officers of goveru- 
ment. The committee of the Senate reported, that it was proper 
to style the President his highness tlie PresirleM of the United States 
of AmerKa, aTid Frote^m- of their liberties. In some of the news- 
papers the Preaideat was called his highness the President General. 
Some even went farther, and declared that as he represented the 
miijcstij of the peiyile, he might even be styled " IBs Majesty" 
without reasonable offence to republioan ears. The Senate was de- 
nominated 'Uiost honoj-aile, and the same epithet was applied to the 
meiehers of that body. Por instance, it was pxibtished that the most 
honarahk Rufns King and (Ae most hotim-abh Philip Schuyler were 
apiointed aenatoifc Anl when Mis l\ashingtfn came to Few 
Yoik she was aocompamel bv the laly ff the most honorable 
K bert Morr b The representatives ind even the seeiefiiie'j ot 
the executive departments were fa^oreiwith no highei fifle thtn 
houoiable Tlus habit of conferring titles and drawing diotincti ni 
1 Ptween the lifferent departments of government and extending 
thoie titles and distinct ms to peioons noway connected with tl c 
government had become veiy common and would unquestionably 
have grown into something worse lut f^r the debates cilied forth in 
the Hous ot Representatives and the indignation shown by the 
leading membeia if that bidy agiinit su h priceedinj,^ Whtt 
sir said Mr TucLei is the intention of this bu-iinesH ^ Will it not 
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alarm our fallow-citizens ? will it not give tliem just cause of alarms 
Will they not say, tliat thej have been deceived by the Convention 
that framed the Constitution ? That it has been contiivod with a 
view to load them on by degrees to that kind of government which 
they have thrown off with abhorrence? Shall we not justify the 
fears of those who are opposed to the Constitution, because they con- 
sidered it as insidious and hostile to the liberties of the people?" 

" Titles, sir," said Mr. Page, " may do harm and have done harm. 
If we contend now for a right to confer titles, I apprehend tlie time 
■will come when we shall form a reservoir for honor, and make our 
President the fountain of it. In suoh ease may not title? do an 
injury to the Union ? They have been the occasion of an eternal 
faction in the kingdom we were formerly connected with, and may 
beget like inquietude in America ; for I contend, if you give the 
title, you must follow it with the robe and the diadem, and then tjie 
principles of your government are subverted." 

Such were the men with whom John Kandolph daily assooiatod, 
such were the high-toned principles of liberty he was daily accus- 
tomed to hear. It was not from the reading of books in his closet, 
nor from second-hand that he acquired his knowledge of politics, and 
that extensive acqua nt n w th the lealmgchiracterscf the country 
for which he was k bl but fiom f miliai mteiaurse with 

the statesmen and aa wh 1 d the found itiou'^ of tht, government, 
and commenced tl h t p t'uetuic of liws ind piceedents to 
serve as guides and s mpl t the stif esmen who iho ild come after 

It was the fortune of this young man to behold tho Government 
in its feebSe beginnings, like the simple tlieplieids on the snowy Ve- 
solo, gaaing in the overshadowed fountain of the Po with his scanty 

Mirando al fonto nrab oso 



It was his destiny also never to lose sight A it but to follow it 
through near half a century of various fortune now enftebled by 
war and faction, now strengthened 'ind eiiii^pci by new States and 
new powers. How like the Po ! he receives as a sovereign the Adda 
and the Teasino in his course, how ample he hastens on to the sea, 
how he foams, how mighty his voice, and to him the crow 
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Che 'I Adda, che '1 TesMiio 
Sovercliiii. in suo cammimo, 
Che ampio aJ Mar' B'affl'etta 
Che si spumSi, e ei suona, 
Che gli si da corona! 



CHAPTEE X, 



THOMAS JEPFBESON. 



In the winter of tlio year 1790-1, Pliiladolphia Lad again Income, 
as in times of the old Continental Congress, the great centre of 
attraction. By a recent Act it had been made the Beat of the Federal 
Government for ten years. The national legislatnre, adjourning the 
fSth of Angust in New- York, were to assemble the first Monday ia 
December in the new Capitol. The papers and officers of all the 
Executive Departments were removed thither early in October, under 
the conduct of Col. Hamilton, the Secretary of the Treasury. The 
President returning from Mount Vernon about the Ist of December, 
toolc ap his lodgings in a bowse belonging to Eobert Morris, which 
had been hired and fitted up for the purpose. And Tuesday, the 7th 
of December, the 3d SMsion of the Ist Congress was organized in 
the new Court House of the city, which hod been tendered to the 
government by the town authorities. We find also our young friend, 
in this general removal, transferred to the city of Philadelphia. He 
took np his residence at No, 154 Arch-street, where he continued 
with short intervals, till the spring of 1794, when he retui'ned to Vir- 

He was attached to the family of Edmund Randolph, the Attor- 
ney General of the Tlnited States — the same person his mother 
pointed him to as the model of an orator, worthy of his imitation. 
Edmund Randolph was a kinsman in the collateral line. Ho was 
the son of John Randolph, the King's Attorney General about the 
time of the Revolution, 

" Mr. Randolph," says Wirt, " was, in person and manners, among 
the most elegant gentlemen in the colony, and in bis profession one 
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of the most splendid ornaments of tlie bar." He was the son of Sir 
John (Knight), who was the son of William of Turkey Island, the 
great American progenitor of the family. Edmund Eaudolph in- 
herited many of tie accomplishments of his fcither. But he was 
move showy than solid. He was also of a vacillating character ; 
voting against the Constitution, then violent in its favor; striving at 
first to steer above the influence of party, he was at length ingulfed 
and swept away by its current, " Friend Edmund," said John 
Randolph years afterwards, " was lite the aspen, like the chameleon, 
ever tremhling, ever changing." We may, therefore, suppose that 
his influence over the mind and character of his pupil was not so 
great as that of another kinsman who was also a member of General 
Washington's Cabinet. We allude to Thomas Jefferson, the first 
cousin of John Randolph's iather, and the intimate friend of his 

Mr. Jefferson had been abroad some years as Minister to ii'ranoe. 
Keturning on a visit to America, he was invited by General Washing- 
ton to take charge of the State Department. The invitation was 
accepted, and he was no sooner installed in office in. the spring of 
1790, than he became the head and leader of the Republican State- 
Bights Party, then struggling into esistence. Is was not the exalted 
station alone, but other circumstances that forced him into this unen- 
viable and critical position. The author of the doctrine of State 
Bights and its eloquent defender, George Mason, and Patrick Henry, 
were both in retirement. The latter had been offered a seat in the 
Senate at its organization, but declined. It was tendered to him the 
second time, on the death of Col, Grayson ; he again declined on the 
ground that he was too old to fall into tlwse awhioard imitations 
which have now hecotne fashionable, spoken in allusion to the levees 
of Mrs. Washington, and tie etiquette observed in presentations at 
the Esecutive Mansion. 

Richard Henry Lee was still in the Senate. He was the gentleman, 
the scholar, and the orator, buthis thoughts ran too much in the smooth 
channel of established forms, his oratory too elaborate and polished, his 
disposition too indolent and unambitious to make him the fit leader 
of a party just coming into existence in a new era, with new thoughts, 
new principles, and an untried experiment before them. Thomas 
Jefferson was the man. The qualities of his mind, his education and 
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previous course of life, fitted him to be the bold and iatrepid pioneer 
of that untried course the people had entered upon. 

His . mind, not of the Platonic cast, was eminently perceptive. 
The abstract had no cliai-niB for him — the spii-itual no esistence. 
Devoted to the natural soiencea, his metaphysica savored of material- 
ism. Locke's Philosophy of the Senses bounded his conceptions of the 
human understanding. And the French Disciples, who pursued the 
doctrines of their master, to the legitimate consequence of sensualism 
and infidelity, were his chief authorities on all questions of morality 
and religion. 

He was a bold, free thinier, bound to no school. " I never sub- 
mitted the whole system of my opinions," says he, " to the creed of 
any party of men whatever, in religion, in philosophy, in politics, or 
in any thing else," 

He was born in a country in the vigor of its youth, untramiuelled 
by habit, aad new in all its social relations. He was a child of the 
Revolution. His ardent .temper was kindled by its stormy passions, 
and his bold intellect grasped the master idea of that great popular 
movement, which was unfettered freedom to mind, body, and estate. 
By him the law of primogeniture was destroyed in Virginia, religious 
freedom established, and universal liberty and equality proclaimed in 
the Declaration of Independence. 

His ruling desire to strike the padlock from the mind, and the 
fetter from the limbs of manltind, was rather strengthened tian 
abated by his long residence abroad under a despotic government. 
Being a man of letters and of taste, he was in intimate association 
with the great writers and master spirits that set the ball of the French 
Revolution in motion. In boldness and freedom of discussion they 
surpassed even himself Speaking of them he says, " the writers of 
this country (Prance) now taking tlie field freely, and unrestrained, 
or rather revolted by prejudice, will rouse us all from the errors in 
which we have been hitjierto rocked," 

A witness of the assembling of the States General, May, 1789, 
he rejoiced in the downfall of the worn-out French monarchy, of 
which that was the signal ; and was the friend and adviser of those 
who sought to rebuild on its ruins a freer government, with broader 
and deeper foundations. He heard the rights of man, the origin of 
government, the abuses and limitations of power, more freely dis- 
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cubsed in the eif ^ md saloons of Paris than in tiie court-yards of 
V.ism.. 

Whea the usages axil precedents of pa t tun d f th 

gOYernmeuts were aoomfully rejected, he saw w i d 

pointed to as a model and regarded with an th ty 1 k tl t f 
the Bible open to eaplanatioTi, but not to gueUto 

Coming tiom those ■scenes of enthusiasm h 1 1 w ly 

participated coming from a land where all ill dig 

established abuses were vanishing away ; wh th t tl f f d I 
ism and the piiyileges of despotism had b w pt w y 

Eight and a greit nation was rejoicing in the d w f w f 

fieedom he expiessed himself astonished t fl d hio w ^ 
ment which vrss regirded hy others as a mod 1 d anil p 

Bo-ised with a spiiit that '< emed to him so ant p hi 

This filse dnL.etiou of the government 1 m ly tt b f d t 
the financial sohemi,s of Alexander Hamilto S taiy f th 
Tieaaury 

It 1=1 well known thit Hamilton advised aC ttt fdfi' 
ent fiom the one adoptel His was a plan of lit w th 

strong mfusioa f the aiistoeratie principle H g p d 

the imbecility of the Confederation, he did n t b I th w ^ 
ernment practicable Without a successful mpl h t y h 
did not believe in the capacity of the peopl f Ifg m f 

Judging of mankind by the oppressed and i in' d d p m f 

the aimy and of the Old Coiratry, he did n t d ly pp t h 
intelligent ind manly character of his own e t ym d d h 

eomirehend the niture of tha,t government of p fi d p w d 

divided so'i (.reignty which was the emhodim f fl p t d 

principles Placed it the head of the Pina 1 D p t t f 
new i,o^ eminent he wis surrounded with m y liS. It Th 

wai had left the Confederation and the State b d d w th d bt 
and exhausted of resources, it became his d ty i d m t 

lesHoutate the one anl to pay offtheothe W Ui i 

m his own eountrj it was natural he should I 1 t tl ful 

esami le of others He is considered a ti t h 

gaiied by eitablishel precedents, does not t k to k n 
paths, but prudently follows the course tha,t I be j 1 b f 

bim. Judging hJin by this rule, it would be 1 d h w f h 
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ought to have acted otherwise than he did, without hazarding the 
censure of rashness. "^ The chief outlines of these plans," says he, 
in his report on public credit, " are not original, but it is no ill 
recommendation that they haye been tried with success," He 
reeomraended that the debts which had been contracted by the 
several States in the War of Independence, and for which they 
were bound, as independent sovereignties, should be assumed by the 
now govemment, — that these assumed debts, and those contracted 
by the Confederation, amounting in all to some eighty millions of 
doDars, though greatly depreciated, and passed from the hands of 
the original owner, should be funded at their par value ; the in- 
terest to be paid regularly by an excise and an impost duty, but the 
capital to be viewed in the light of an annuity, at the rate of sis per 
centum per annum, redeemable at the pleasure of the government. 
He also advised the incorporation of a National Bank, as " an insti- 
tution of primary importance to the prosperous administration of the 
finances, and of the greatest utility in the op t' t d w'th 

the support of the public credit." In his R j t h I b t 

great length, to prove the utility of a well f d I N t 1 D bt 
" It is a well known fact," says he, " that t wh th 

national debt is properly funded, it answers m t f th p p f 

money. Transfers of stock, or public debt, th j 1 t to 

payments in specie ; or, in other words, stock th p pal t 
actions of business passes current as specie T d is ( d d by 



it, because there is a larger capital to carry t 


Ag It 


manufactures are promoted by it for a like i 


Th t t J 


money will be low d by t f th Iw y 


t t th q 


tity of money, and t th ^ k f ul t 


f m th m> 


nation of these eff t dlt Id lib f 


1 d t 1 b t 


industry, and to t f ^ k d B t th 


1 ff t f 


public debt are onl t b 1 kit wl by b 


g w IE f Id 


has acquired an d j t d 11 1 


Th urn 


viewed ia connect w th th b t d 


y t h 1 I y 1 


the enemies of H nilt t d ! 1th 


fe d 1 t 


debt as a national bl g T! 1 h t 


m ^ht b dr wn 


from his doctrine 1 p 1 y h y t p t 


m i 1 d h 


self against it, " P d d th S t y 


y h th t th 


proper funding of th p t I bt will d t 


t 111 g 
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yet he !■! ■50 far fiom accciling to the proptmtion, in tlie latitude in 
which it 13 someliici-') liid dowu, that ' pubUc debts are public 
benefits —a position inviting to prodigality, and liable to dangeious 
abuse — that heaidently wishes to -lee it incorporated, as a funda 
mental maxim, m the system of piiblio ciedit of the United States, 
that the creation of debt should ilwiys be accompanied with the 
means of extinguishment ' Had those tchemes of Hamilton been 
laid before a Bntish Parliament they would haYC been viewed as 
cleaily and ably expressed, and adopted a.i piacticible and espe 
dient , but with us, fei othei and higher conside ations than 'hose 
of expediency or practicability had to be weighed before the idop 
tion of any measure The British Pailiament was omnipotsat , the 
Amencin Cingress limited to a iew, well defined, and apecifled 
powers Paihim'nt was only guided bi pieeedent and usage, 
Congre-^s weie coutiolled by the woids of i wntten Constitution 
There was with us, therefoie, a primary and fundamental inquiry to 
be made on all subjects oi legislation, untnown to the British 
Btatesman Wheneyei a raeiaiie la pioposed, the first (iuestioQ 
should be, Is it constitutionil 5 Ts it ai„thorized by the specified 
powers liid down m the Cliartei i or does it encioach on the 
reserved righti of the States'^ How doea it affect the bslmee of 
power between the Exeouhve, Legialative, and Judiciaiy Deptit 
meats, or how does it opeiate on the nioiils and integrity of she 
jieojle upon whose purity depends the esittenee of a free govern 
ment? Unkas these prelimin-vry rjuesfions are always honestly and 
fiiiily settled, it is obvious that a lepublican and t written Constitn 
tion cannot long be of any avail But these considei ations did nrt 
occur to the mind ot Hamilion in piojectmg hia schpmea of finanoe 
they are nevei itaited noi is the ah^ht^st alluaion made tj them in 
his Keporta He viewB eveiy subieot m ks fiuineial aspect without 
regard to its political beaimg on the nev pei-ubai, and delioitely 
balanced mstitutiona o hia countiy Tois vas his great and fat«! 
error, Thomas Jcfieisou percened u and battled against all h s 
scheraea aa unconstitutional destructive to the independence < f tl e 
States, and lorruptmg to the nileis and to the people 

Posteiity therefore in 3,ronounoing judgment in these grent 
rivals, would be constrained to say that Hamiltcn was the able 
financier, but Jefieison the [infcund stateiman While the one, 
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wJtL sveifeJ foimfenance, looked back upon the lights the world 
iad already passed, the other, with prophetic vision caught the 
raja of a new coustelktion, juat dawning upon it Gathering up in 
his capacious mind the tendency and influences of tho^e feelings 
and opinions, recently developed in Amencan history and institu 
tions, Jefferson conceived a theory of government that embodied the 
growing sentimentB of the people, and fulfilled their idea of what 
fi'ee Eepublio should be. He stands in relation to the CDnstitution 
as Aristotle to the Iliad ; Homer wrote the poem, the philosophei 
deduced thence the rules of poetry. Mason and othei sagei made 
the Constitution, the statesman abstracted from it the doctimes of a 
federative, representative, republican government; and demonstiati-d 
that they alone are adapted to a wide-spread and diversified country, 
and suited to the genius of a free and enlightened people. Were 
the question asked, What has America done for the amelioration of 
mankind? the answer would not be found in her discoveries in 
aoienoe or improvements in art, but in her political philosophy, as 
conceived by Jefferson, and developed by his disciples. Thongh he 
was the acknowledged leader of what may be called the great 
American movement, he never spoke in public, and never wrote an 
essay for the newspapers. His great skill lay in infusing his senti- 
ments into the minds of others by conversation, or correspondence, 
and making them tke instruments of their propagation. Gathering 
about him the influential men of the new party, he imparted to them 
more comprehensive views of their own doctrines, and made them 
the enthosiastie defenders of those principles, the importance of 
which they had but dimly perceived. Over no one did he exert a 
greater influence than the young and ardent subject of this memoir. 
His connection with the family of Edmund Eandolph, and his near 
relationship to Mr. Jefferson himself, bronght him frequently within 
the sphere of that fascinating eonveraatioa, which was never spared 
in the propagation of his opinions. But John Eandolph, although a 
youth, was not the character to yield a blind allegiance to any 
leader. The disciple differed widely in many doctrines from the 
master. The grounds of that difference may be found in the writ- 
ings of another great statesman that begun about that time to take 
hold on his mind, and deeply impress hia character. So great was 
their influence in after life, that t.he wiltings of Edmund Burke 
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beoame the key to the political opinions of John Uandolpli. With 
him Edmund Butko was the great master of political philosophy. 



CnAPTBE XI. 

— M E — HOHA' 



T ufe ted 

Well might he exclaim, " I love a maoly, moral, regulated liberty as 
well as any man, he he who he will ; and perhaps I have giyen as good 
proofs of my attachment to tliat cause in the whole coutse of my 
public conduct," 

Thomas Paine was in America during the struggle of the Colo- 
nies for independence, and greatly aided the cause by his spirited 
and patriotic. essays. It was generally conceded that in the darkest 
hour of the Eovolution, when our armies were disbanded, and the 
hearts of the people despondent, he helped to rally the one, and to 
animate the other by hie bold and patriotic appeals. The first men 
of the nation forgot his many vices, and cherished his person and 
his reputation in grateful remembrance of his valuable e 
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stances which with some pass for nothing, give m reality to every 
political principle its distingaishing color, and di^ciiminating effect 
The oiroTimataneea are what render every civil and pobtioal scheme 
beneficial or noxiona to mankind. Burke was guided by this great 
political maxim, the truth of which he had been taught by long 
experience. "I must be tolerably sure," said he, "befoie I venture 
publicly to congratulate men upon a blessing, that they have leilly 
received one. Flattery corrupts both the receiver and the giver ; 
and adulation is not of more service to the people than to kings. I 
should therefore suspend my oongratulationa on the new liberty of 
France, until I was informed how it had been combined with govern- 
ment, with public force, with the discipline and obedience of armies, 
with the collection of an effective and well distributed revenue, with 
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morality and religion, with solidity anil prop y w th pea and 
order, with civil and social manners. Tlie effe t fib ty to indi- 
vidnals is, that they may do what they please ; w 1 1 1 what 

it will please them to do, hefore we risk e n<n tul t which 

may soon he turned into complaints. Prudent w Id d tat this in 
the case of separate insulated private men ; h t bb ty b h n men 
set in bodies, «s jMj(«?'. Considerate people, bef th yd 1 them- 
Bolyes, will observe the use which is made of powci , and paiticularly 
of so trying a thing as neiv power in new persons, of whose principles, 
tempers, and dispositions, they have little or no esperience. Better 
to be despised for too anxious apprehensions^ than ruined by too con- 
fident a security." 

Paine, on the other hand, with all the Lnesperienced statesmen of 
France, followed a transcendental idea. He saw a great and power- 
fid nation burst the oppressive and galling fetters of feud 1 g and 
proclaim themselves a free people. "With all the lov f man 
kind througli the world, ho lifted up Ms hands and clapp d f j y 
He beheld the event and rejoiced. Bat how this new p w n ht 
be used by the new men, of whose principles, tempers, and dp t ns 
he had no experience, he did not stop to inqnb'e ; he di 1 n t It 

the maxims of prudence, or the principles of reason, but obeyed the 
impulses of a warm, enthusiastic and patriotio heart. Dictated by 
Buch a spirit, Lis writings might serve to animate, but not to instruot, 
to inspire a kindred enthusiasm, but f ff I ' 1 m t to th 

hungering mind. They have perished w h th as th t g 

them birth, while the immortal trut! t d tl 1 

the writings of Edmund Burke, are stlk t thflmmt 

for lights and guides to mankind. 

Burke wrote his reflections on the R 1 t F tl 

month of May, 1790; and some short tm th afte g th t 
the public, Paine's answer, entitled tl P I ts f M f 1 

lowed. The first and only oopy of th 1 tte p d t ml t 
appearance in Philadelphia about the fi t f M y ir<)l tw 
the hands of Beckley. He lent the p mphl t to M J ff w tj 

a request, that when he should have dthwld dtt 
'Smith the printer, who wished it for p hi t As he was a 

stranger to Smith, Mr. Jefferson, in sending the pamphlet, wrote him 
a note, stating why he, a stranger, had sent it, namely, that Mr. 
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Eeckley had desired it ; and, to take off a little of the dryness of a 
uote, he added, that he was glad to find it was to he reprinted, that 
something would at length he puhlioly said against the political here- 
sies which had lately sprung up amongst us, and that he did not douht 
our eitiaens would rally again around the standard of Common Sense. 
I h Uus M Jfl had refeienoe to the l>!'i'fl«jsi'.so!i 

D .fo;whhhdfllllF paper foi 1 twelvemonth without 

t d t M Ad tl Vice-Pn sident was the ieputt,d 

th f th D When the reprint of Pami, s pimphlet 

jj Ithdpfi dt t the note of Mi JefFerion which the 
p t Id PI Idwhtg ving him the slightest intimation of 
1 t t I th peoted wiy was the leader of the 

d Dm t P ty identified with the political doo 

t f P th p pi t the French Revolution and made 

p hi I3 t w h h 1 1 ty to the political heresies which had lately 
p g p t y In addition to this, Punea pam 

pi 1 t tl gh w th t tl ty, had been dedicited to Q-eneral 
W h t Th p ihl t, -w ompanied with these cncunistanoes, 

P d d d bl tem nt in the political circles of Phila 

I Iph M J B k th nofficial Biitish agent made it a 

hj t f f ml mpl t h private secretary of the President. 
H p d p th t th pamphlet should be dedicated to the 
P d fc 1 th U tod St t nd aveiTod that it had received the 
|ui 1 f6 1 t f the Secretary of State, not as Mr. 

Jff httlS tyf State. 

th th h I M A lama was not alow in declaring his 
pp t t th t m t p eased, in Paine'a pamphlet. In the 
moat pointed manner, he expressed his detestation of the book and 
its tendency. " I was at the Vice-President's house," says the pri- 
vate secretary, writing to General Washington, " and while there, 
the Doctor and Mrs. Eush came in. The conversation turned on this 
hook, and Dr. Bush asked tlie Vice-President what he thought of it. 
After a little hesitation, he laid his hand upon his breast, and said 
in a very solemn manner, ' I detest that book and its tendency, from 
the bottom of my heart.' " 

Mr, Jefierson, in writing to the President about the same time, 
says: "Paine's answer to Burke's pamphlet begins to produce some 
squibs in our public papers. In Fenno's paper they are Eurkites ; 
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in tte others, they are Painitea. One of Feuno's was evidently from 
the author of the Discourses on Davila, I am afraid the indiscre- 
tion of a printer has committed me with my friend Mr. Adams, for 
%?-hom, as one of the most honest and disinterested men alive, I have a 
cordial esteem, increased bj long habits of ooocnrrenoe iji opinion in 
the days of his republicanism ; and ever since his apostasy to heredi- 
tary monarchy and nobility, though we differ, we differ aa friends 
should do. 

" Mr. Adamswitlunquestionably take to himself the charge of poli- 
tical heresy, as conaoious of his own views of drawing the present gov- 
ernment to the form of the English constitution, and, I fear, will con- 
sider me as meaning to injure him in the public eye. I certainly 
never made a secret of my being anti-monarchical, and anti-aristo- 
oraticai ; but I am sincerely mortified to be thus brought foward on 
the public stage, where to remain, to advance, or to retire, will be 
equally against my love of silence and quiet, and my abhorrence of 
dispute." 

We have given the minute history of this transaction, not only 
because of its important bearing on the subject of this memoir, but 
because it traces up to the fountain head one of the many streams 
which, flowing together in after times, have conspired to swell the 
mighty tide of party spirit that now sweeps through the land. 

John Randolph was in Philadelphia during this time ; partici- 
pated in the interest and excitement of the occasion ; heard the dis- 
cussions in the various circles into which he was freely admitted ; saw 
people become inflamed with the Anglomania or the Gallomania, and 
arrange themselves under the banners of their respective champions 
as Burkites or Painites, according as they were inclined to admire 
the British Constitution, or the more free and levelling doctrines of 
the Prench Revolution, and plainly perceived that that great event 
was destined to swallow up every minor consideration, and to give 
character and complesion to the politics of his own country. But 
while he was a democratic republican, a follower of Jefferson in all 
that pertained to his political doctrines and interpretation of the 
Constitution, pre-eminently a disciple of the Mason and Henry 
school of States' rights, yet he did not become a Painite in the 
sense that terra was used by Mr, Jefferson. In the expressive lan- 
gaage of Governor Tazewell, he could not bear Tom Paine ; he ad 
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mired Burke, ttough himself a jacobin 1 While he rejoiced ii 
throw of despotism by the French people, ho could aot fail to p 
that they were better fitted to destroy tyrants than obey the laws ; and 
hastened to learn those lessons of wisdom that fell from the lips of 
the great master of political philosophy, who, from the few events al- 
ready transpired, foretold with the clearness of a Hebrew prophet, 
the wretched end to which they were hastening. We regard this as 
a most remarkable fact ia the history of that young man. The de- 
sign of Burke was eminently conservative. He saw tlie conse- 
quences of a dissemination of French revolutionary doctrines among 
the English people ; his purpose was to shut out from England 
what the kings of Europe called the Frenck evil. 

With this design, he gives a most beautiful and masterly expo- 
sition of the British Constitution, from Magna Chart* to the 
declaration of rights. He calls it an entailed inheritance, derived to 
us (the people of England} from our forefathers, and to be transmitted 
to our posterity ; as an estate speoiaUy boloni^ing to the people of 
this kingdom — an inheritabl w — an h bl p ag and a 
House of Commons, and j pi nh g j 1 f an h 

and liberties from a long In f n to 

With the same masterly h nd h m k ba h m; n f 

the French M^atioual Assembly — hhaate h np ■ — h 
few acts they had already p f m d du ^ a ngl j ai , nd h 
predictfl, from these elements of calculation, that France will be 
wholly governed by the agitators in corporations, by societies in the 
towns formed of directors in assignate, and ti-ustees for the sale of 
church lands, attorneys, agents, money-jobbers, speculators, and ad- 
venturers, composing an ignoble oligarchy, founded on the destruc- 
tion of tie crown, the church, the nobility, and the people. Here 
end all the deceitful dreams and visions of this equality, and the 
rights of man. In the Sei-ftonian bog of this base oligarchy, they are 
all absorbed, sunk, and lost for ever. The present form of the 
French commonwealth, he says, cannot remain ; but before its final 
settlement it may be obliged to pass, as one of our poets says, 
" through great varieties of untried being ;" and ia all its transmi- 
grations to be purified by fire and blood ! 

It is not surprising that such a book as this should be seized 
upon by the partisans of England, and held up as a justification of 



b/ Google 



68 LIFE OF JOHN RANDOT.PH. 

their doctrine that the British Constitution, with all its corruptionsii 
was the best moclel of a government the world ever saw; and as a 
viudication of the abhorrence they had espressed for the doctrinea 
of the French Revolution, and their tendency. 

But it is a matter of no little aurprise that a mere stripling, a 
youth of some eighteen or twenty years of age, himself a republican 
and a jaoohin, with an ardent temperament and a lively imagination, 
should have the independence to ponder oyer the pages of a book 
condemned by hia associates ; the judgment to perceive ita value, 
and the discrimination to leave out that which peculiarly belonged 
to England or to France, without being inflamed by its arguments, and 
to appropriate to himself those rich treasures of wisdom to be found 
in its pages : the massive ingots of gold that constitute the greater 
part of that magnificent monument of human mtdlect As we have 
said, the wntings of Edmund Burke ^lo the Lpy to the pobtical 
opiniona of John Randolph 

In after hie, as he grew in experience thoie opinions became 
m and m as milated to the doctiines of his great master 

H p t n ooiety, his large hereditary possession'!, his pride 
f t b neration for the commonwealth of Vuginia, hei 

a t 1 w d nstitutions ; his high estimation ot the rights of 

p [ ty th b sineas of legislaticn, — all conspned to shape his 
th ght I Id them in matters peitaining to domestic polity 

aft th t h of those who have faith m the old, the long 
t blish d d th venerable. No one otn trace his course m the 
"V g C t n, or read bis speechei, which bad a lemaikable 

fl th d liberations of that body, without perceiving that 

h d p I I t aal wisdom is of the same stamp, and bat IittJe 
nf to th g t Gamaliel at whose feet he waa taught. 
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CHAPTEB XII. 

YOUTHFUL C0MPANI0H8, 



We are not to suppose that a y utl n ti j y h uis of his 
dawning faculties, devoted his tim a y g at [ t f it, to the 
society of soher statesmen, or to th t dy t j 1 1 soienee. 

Ear otter were the associates and npan n f J h Kandolph 
during his residence in tlie Quak ty n at th t d y eno.wned 
for its intelligent, polished, gay, and f 1 a1"I ty 

Witli oeoasional visits to Vu^rn a ani a ii t dence of B. 
few weeks in WilliamshuTg dui ng th t n t 1 '^3, Phila- 
delphia, till the spring of 1794, o nt n 1 to b h jl of abode. 
His compauionB were Batte Ga f Epp Ma 1 all an I Eose of 
Vr^na B ^an of Georg a and E tl 1 f S nth Carolina. 
Mo t ot tl e e were yo ng men f w Ith du at n fined man- 
ne s I gJ sense ot hono ind of n 11 b n J hn W. Epps 
atterwa Is heoi ne a lead ng m mh f C ngr m ried the 
di ghter of M Joffe 30 and n 1»I w th u 6,f i rivnl of 
Randolpl on the 1 t ngs 1 efo e th p pi J jh B yan like- 
w ae n a short t ne be n e a 1 a 1 n^, chira tei in treoi^ia w^s a 
memhe of Oongiess fron that State and to the day of his unt mely 
deith cent nued to be the bo om f ec 1 of the i sociate of h s youth 
Most of the ofkf a tho gh unknown to fame adorned the soc il 
sphe e n wh h they n ved and we e no! le specimens of the wnam 
b t o & soi olar and tl e gentleman Tl nmas Marshall the brothei 
of the Chief Justice, and fathei ot Thomas Miishall the late mem 
ber of Congress, is still Inmg He is a man of estiaoidinaiy 
powers, and great learoing his wit ai d ^enial humor lie net to be 
surpassed. Those who knew them well agree thai his nituitl talents 
surpass those of his late illi sti ous brother the Chief Justn-e 
Kohert Rose was a man of genius ho mariied the sistei of Mr 
Madison, and might have risen to anv stat m m his piofpssion 
(which he merely studied as an ornament) m letters or in pol t os 
that he aspired to ; but like too many m his ipheic and station in 
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society, he hied a life of ingbnous e^e ind wasted hia gifts, like 
the rose ita sweeta on the desert air With Buch companions, we 
may luadily suppose ttere wia fun and frolic eEough, but nothing 
low or mean oi Yula^ ^^ soidid m ill tkeii mteiconree. The cor- 
respcndeaoe of some ot those ^oung men at that jeiiod is now before 
the wiiti,r It 1" Teiy clcii that Randolph was the centre of 
attiaction in that joyou'i ciicle ot boon cimpanions And while 
there can be no doubt that they indulged m all the license allowed 
at that time to young men of their rank and fortune, jet he passed 
tiirough that critical period of life without the contamination of a 
single Tice Though many yeais atteiwaids, he said "I know by 
fatal experience the faatinations ol a town life, how they estrange the 
miud from ifa old habits and attachments ' Bryan, in February, 
1794, wishes him all the happiness that is attendant on virtim and 
regularity. Again, in speaking of one of their companions, to whom 
Eandolph had become strongly attached, he espresses a hope that 
he may proTe worthy of the friendship, — " piKSessiug as you do," 
iays he, " a considerable knowledge of mankind, your aonl would not 
have knit so firmly to an unworthy object," 

Moat of those young men were students of medicine. Randolph 
also attended with them several courses of lectures in anatomy and 
physiology — sciences that are iudiapensable not only to a profession- 
al, but to a liberal and gentlemanly education. We do not learn, aa 
many have supposed, that he studied law at that time in the office 
of his relation, Edmund Randolph, the Attorney Greneral. Two 
years after leaving Philadelphia, Bryan writes that he ia rejoiced to 
hear his fi-iend has serious thoughts of attacking the lata. He tells 
us himself that be never, after Theodorick broke up his regular 
habits at New-York, devoted himself to any syatematic study, ex- 
cept for the few weeks he was in Williamaburg, in the autumn of 
1793, So we conclude that he never made the law a matter of se- 
rious study, certainly never with the view of making it a profession. 

Ill April, I79'l, he returned to Virginia. In Junebe was twenty- 
one years of age, and then took upon himself the management of 
his patrimonial estates, which were heavily encumbered with a Brit- 
ish debt. Matoax was still in the family, but was sold about this 
time for three thotisand pounds sterling, to pay off a part of the 
above debi The mansion house has since been burnt, but the same 
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estate now would not bring three hundred dollars, although it is 
within three miles of Petersburg, 

Richard Randolph, the elder brother, lived at Bizari-e, an estate 
on the Appomatox, about ninety miles above Petersburg. It is near 
Farmville, but on the opposite side of the river, in Cumberland ooun- 
tj. John made his brother's house his homo, while his own estate, 
called Eoanoko, lay about thirty miles south on the Roanoke river, 
iuthe county of Charlotte. 



CHAPTER XIII 

RICHAED RANDOLPH. 

With Richard the reader has already formed some slight aoqnaiLt- 
ance. In i 789 he married Judith Randolph, the daughter of Thom- 
as Mann Randolph, of Tuckahoe, Judith was a relation in both 
the direct and collateral lines. Her fether, Thomas Mann, was tlie 
son of William, who was the sou of Thomas of Tuckahoe, the son 
of William, the first founder of the family in Virginia. Her mother 
was Anne Cary, the daughter of Mary Cary, who was the daughter 
of the first Richard of Curies, and the sister of the second Richard 
of Curies, the grandfather of Richard her husband. This lady was 
remarkable for her great strength of mind, for her many virtues, and 
high accomplishments. Richard was regarded as the most promis- 
ing young man in Virginia. His talents were only surpassed by his 
extraordinary goodness of character. 

Let his owu grateful acknowledgments to his father-in-law, Judge 
Tucker, speak for him. " Acoept," says he, " once more, my beloved 
father, the warmest effusious of a heart that knows but one tie su- 
perior to, that which binds him to the -best of parental friends. 
When I look back to those times wherein I was occupied in forming 
my mind for the reception of professional knowledge, and indeed to 
whatever period of mj life I cast my eyes, something presents itself 
to remind me of the source whence sprung all my present advanta- 
ges and happiness. Something continually shows my father to mo 
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in the double light o£ parent and friend. While I i-eeognize all the 
attention I have received from him, all the precepts inculcated by 
him ; while I feel that if I have any virtuous emotions or pleaaures, 
they are all derived from him, that to him I owe whatever capacity 
I poseess of heing useful in the world I am in — while all these re- 
flections are crowding into my mind, I feel a sensation that all are 
strangers to, who have not known such a friend. The feelings which 
arise from a sense of gratitude for the kindness and fi'iendahip of 
my father— the tender affection inspired by his virtues and his love, 
are as delightful to my soul, as the knowledge of being obliged by 
those we despise is piinful and oppre^s'iive " A grateful heart 
obliged by a worthy and beloved nbiect aa Milt n finely sav^ iy 
owing oimi not^'hui iva&s itself it once indebted ind diachwgel 
And again : — " The time I'i now at h'lnd when I hope you will be 
relieved from all further anxiety -in 1 the emb'irraasments y ii ! ive 
too long endured in the mani&ement of oui pitrunony iilipn my 
brother and myself will tile on ouiselves cui own troullp* and 
when the end of your ■idministi ation of oni little tfliirs will fimish 
the world with one comjlete and perhipi sditiry oxanjle shall I 
only say, of an unemng guaidiin ot infant elueatijn and prjjerty ? 
An example, I glory in boasting it of tn adopted fathei surpas'iing 
in parental affection and unremitted attention to his adapted chil 
dren, all the real fathets whj aie known t iny one I cin most 
sincerely and truly declaie that in no one moment of my wh le life 
have I ever felt the loss m the least trifle 

One of the debts owm^ b^ the father to cieditois m Enslai d 
was a simple open acconnt that might have been easily avo led as 
it was not binding on the estate devise 1 to the sons But Eiohard 
wrote to Jndge Tu(,kei I urge the propnety indeed neoe^s ty of 
paying the open account which my mother always s id was lecog 
nized by my father as a tine one and ou^ht therefore honestly to be 
discharged. For myself I can nevei heir the idei of a jn&t debt 
due from my father to any one ri-ma nmg nnsatislie 1 wh le I have 
property of his, firmly convinced as I am that he hal no equitable 
right, whatever power the law may have given him of devising me 
land or any thing else to the l]s9 of any f his iiist creditors and 
that under this conviction it will be ejuall^ iniquitous m me to re 
tain such property, fuflermg tbtse just claim's to j.asa unnoticed 
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Nor did tbia noble-nuDded man atop here ia bis high sense of 
rigbt and justice. He again writes to his late gnai-diftn : — " With 
regard to the division of the estate, I have only to say, that I want 
not a single negro for any other purpose than his immediate libera- 
tion. I consider every individual thus unshackled as the source of 
future generations, not to say nations of freemen ; and I shudder 
when I think that so insignificant an animal as I am, is invested 
with this monstrous, this horrid power. For the land I care not a 
jot, I am ready to yield all my claim to it. I am ready to yield 
Matoaz or its profits, and al! of my Prince Edward and Cumberland 
land, except a bare support, rather than see those wretches safirifloed 
at the shrine of unjust and lawless power." 

Richard was bred to the profession of law, but never could oe 
induced to engage in tbe practice. Nothing but necessity, he de- 
clared, could overcome Lis disinclination. It was not tbe fatigue and 
disgust that repelled him so much as the chicane and low cunning, 
which his observation led him to conclude were the essential qualifi- 
cations of a county court lawyer. " What inducement," exclaimed 
he, " have I to leave a happy and comfortable home to search for 
bustle, fatigne and disappointment 1 I have a comfortaljle subsist- 
ence, which 13 enough to make me happy." 

The family circle was composed of Richard, his wife, Nancy the 
sister of Mrs, Randolph, John (Theodorick had died in February, 
J791),andMrs, Anna Bland Dudley and her children. Mrs. Dudley 
was the daughter of Mrs, Eaton, the slater of Jobn Eandolph's 
motliev. They lived in North Carolina. Her husband ■was unfortu- 
nate, had died and left his family poor and dependent on their friends, 
Richard went himself to North Cai'olina, brought Mrs. Dudley and 
her children to Virginia, and gave them aa asylum under the hos- 
pitable roof of Bizarre. 

John did not confine himself much to home or business. He 
kept up a regular correspondence with many of his old companions ; 
amused himself with his dog and gun, and visited from place to place 
among his friends. As a specimen of his wanderings, we give the 
following memorandum made by himself: 
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December. 
Tuesday, 1,— Capt. Murray's, 

3. — Eiehmond, 
Wednesday, 9.— Petersbavg, 
Thui'sday, 17,— Left Fetereburg t« JeDito. 
Friday, 18.— To F. Archer's and D. Meade's. 

SaturiJay, 19.— D, Maade's to Bizarre ; received letter fl-om Eiitledge. 
Sunday, 20. — Eoanoke, 
Sunday, 37. — From Roanoke to Bizarie. 
Tuesday, 29,— To Roauoke. 
Tliucsday, 81.— To Bizarre. 
January, '96, New-Yejir'a day at Binavre. 
Saturday, 2.— To M^ior Eggleston's. 
Sunday, 3.— Colonel Botta. 
Monday, 4. — Petereburg. 
Friday, 15, — At Jenito Bridge. 
Saturday, 16,— At D, Meade's. ) ^.^j^ 
Sunday, 17,— At D. Meade's, i 



CHAPTER XIV. 

VISIT TO CnATtT.ESTON" AND G-EORGIA, 

Hia olil. frieads, Brjao and Butiedge, had for some time been urging 
him to pay them a visit. Bryan directed bis letters to " Citizen 
John Randolph, of Charlotte county, Virginia," and says, " I am 
happy to hear yon are settled in a healthy part of Virginia, but I 
am almost inclined to think myfriend premature in settling so early, 
as you will in a great measure he depriTod of that freedom you know 
so well how to enjoy." He then urges him to visit Georgia. "You 
will find me on the ■iea coast ' Bays he, " and is you hi ihe me with a 
pipe, I can promise m retain heat Spanish segaif and the best f li- 
quors — good horses deer hunting in perfectirn — good companions, 
that is to say, not merely bottle crackers, JiAJk, but good, souud well- 
informed Democrats ' 

This long-expected visit was mode m the spring of !''<'(; On 
the back of a letter received iiom Eutledge, he layj out the pro- 
gramme of his journey, with the vinous distances and stages fiom 
Bizarre to Charleston then concludes the memoiandum with these 
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worda ; " Where I hope to embrace tte friend of my youth ; the 
Bight of whom will ten thousand times repay this tedious journey." 

E. S. Thomas, in his Eeminiscences of the last Sisty-flve Years, 
printed at Hartford, in 1840, thus speaks of him : " On a bright sun- 
ny morning, early in ^February, 1796, might hare been seen entering 
my bookstore in Charleston, S. 0., a flue-looking, fiorid complesioned 
old gentleman, with hair white as snow, which, contrasted with his 
own complexion, showed him to haYe been a free IiYor, or horMrwant 
of the first order. Along with him was a tall, gawky-lookiug flaxen- 
haired stripling, apparently of the age from sixteen to eighteen, with 
a complexion of a good parchment color, beardless ohin, and as much 
assumed self-cons ecLueuoe as any two-footed animal I ever saw. This 
was John itandolph. I handed him from the shelves volume after 
volume, which he tumbled carelessly over, and handed back again. 
At length he hit upon something that struck his fancy. My eye 
happened to be fixed upou his face at the moment, and never did I 
wituess so sudden, so perfect a change of the human countenance. That 
which before was dull and heavy, in a moment became animated and 
flushed with the brightest beams of intellect. He stepped up to the 
old gray-headed gentleman, and, ^ving him a thundering slap on 
the shoulder, said, " Jack, look at tJiis ! !" I was young, then, but 
I never can forget the thought that rushed upon my mind at the 
moment, which was that he was the most impudent youth I ever saw. 
He had oome to Charleston to attend the races. There was then 
living in Charleston a Scotch Bai-onet, by the name of Sir John 
Nesbit, with his younger brother Alexander, of the ancient house of 
Nesbits, of Dean Hall, some fifteen miles from Edinburgh. Sir John 
was a very handsome man, and as ' gallant gay Lothario' as could 
be found in the city. He and Randolph became intimate, which led 
to a banter between them for a race, in which each was to ride his 
own horse. The i-ace came ofi" during the same week, and Randolph 
won ; some of the ladies exclaiming at the time, ' though Mr. Ean- 
dolph had won the race, Sir John had won their hearts.' This was 
not so much to be wondered at, when you conti-asted the elegant 
form and graceful style of riding of the Baronet, with the uncouth 
and awkward manner of his competitor." 

Prom Charleston, Randolph pursued his journey into Georgia, 
and spent several months with hia friend Bi'yan. 
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We cannot doubt thai tliese young men enjoyed themselves ia 
the Hiannei' that young men usujtUy enjoy theTnaelyes on such occa- 
sions. Bryan, in his suhseipent letters, frec(aently alludes to some 
amusing incident that oceuiTed during the sojourn of his friend in 
Georgia. " My eldest brother," says he, " still beara a friendly re- 
membrance of the rum dvcldng you gave him." 

But the all-abeorbing subject in Georgia, at the time of Randolph's 
visit, was the Yaaoo qaestion. 

On the 7th day of Febraaiy, 179S, the Legislature of Georgia 
passed an act authorizing the sale of four tracts of land, therein 
described, and comprehending the greater part of the country west of 
the Alabama river, to four companies, caJIed the Georgia, the Georgia 
Mississippi, the Upper Mississippi, and the Tennessean Companies, 
for which they were to pay five hundred thousand dollars. The land 
contained within tii b d ' f tl 1 mp ' was t" 
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every part of the State, which, hy an order of the (JoDvention, was 
referred to the suooeediag Legislature. This Legislature was 
elected solely with reference to that question. Kepeal or no repeal, 
Yazoo and auti- Yazoo, was the only subjeot canvassed before the 
people. On the 30th of January, 1796, an act was passed, with only 
three dissenting voices, declaring the usurped act of Pebriiary, 1795, 
void, and espunging the same from the public records. At a sub- 
sequent period, this expunging a«t was engrafted oa the Coastitu- 
tion, and made a fundamental law of the land. 

Eaiidolph arrived in Georgia in the midst of this excitement, and 
shared with his friends their indignation at that flagrant act of cor- 
ruption on the part of the agents of the people. The famous Yaaoo 
claim, which afterwards made such a noise in Congress, was preferred 
by the New England Mississippi Land Company, to recover from 
Congi-ess the value of the lands thus frauduleutiy obtained. It was 
in opposition to this application, that Randolph immortaliaed himself 
in speeches that will stand the test of time, and of criticism the 
severest scmtiny. It was among those who had been betrayed, in 
the midst of the people who were burning with shame at the insxilt 
and indignity offered them, that he caught the fire of inspiration that 
winged his words with such a withering power as to drive from the 
halls of Congress for more than ten years, so long as he had a seat 
there, all those who were interested in the nefarious scheme, 

John. Randolph returned from this visit of friendship, and arrived 
in Virginia about the first of July. He was destined to esperienoe 
a shock such as he had never felt before. His brother Richard died 
tlie 14th of June, on Tuesday, about 4 o'clock in the morning; such 
was the minute record made of it himself. This sudden and unex- 
pected calamity crushed him down, 

NexttotI d 'h fhismth th' wa- the s tbl wh had 

ever reeeiv dH hdidhhw hli Though 

mournful, y t w t was thmmyfb mg oofd with 
those days f d b ght B t th t g b ds of 

fraternal aff t s, p m w w t d the 

much prized t as f 1 h 1 dd ly t 1 f him, 

leaving no pleasant memories to soothe the pain of so deep a wound. 
His best friend and counsellor, the first bora of his father's house, 
its pride, and cherished representative, huiTied away in hjs abseaoo 



b/ Google 



gS LIFE OF JOHN RANDOLFH. 

to an. untimelj grave — he not present to receive his last breath, and 
to olose hia lifeless eyes. He never recovered from this stroke. The 
aBgaiah of his heart was aa fresh on the fiftieth anniversary of the 
hirthday of that brother, as when first he experienced the desola- 
tion made in the domestic circle at Bizarre by the hand of death. 
How touching is the following simple note addressed to his brother, 
Henry St. Q-eorge Tucker, many, many years after this sad event ! 
■' Dear Henry : — Onr poor brother Richard was born 1770. He 
wonld have been fifty-sis years old on the 9th of this month. I can 
no more. J. R. of R." In the deep solitude of bis heart, the only 
green spot was the memory of the days of his youth. 

I'ew events exerted a greater influence over the inind and charac- 
ter of John Randolph than the death, the untimely and sudden 
death, of his brother. Richard, as we have said, was the most pro- 
mising man in Virginia. J h Th mp h If a m f b II t 
genius, nipped also in the blmgthwt Gflly 

my dear friend, is not to be 11 vi teJ by 1 tte f 1 ! n Tl 
anguish of hearts like you tb ttibtbm f 

an unfeeling and unnatur l[ll [by Lt h It be 

administered to the insens 1 1 I g wh w tb t w 

whose tears fall from as Id dwh mlhly 

ceases the instant fashion pmts Lt m bd tem It 
stniot this selfish being, th 1 1! d th f f I n t m f t 
and that sensibility is weakness. Nothing but sympathy ought to 
be offered to you. Accept that offering from one of your sinoereat 
friends. My heart was long divided between yon and your brother. 
Hia death has left a Toid which you will occupy. I will fondly cher- 
ish his memory. Painful as the retrcspect is, I will often contem- 
plate his virtues and his talents. Never shall I perform that holy 
exercise without feeling new virtue infused into my souL To you I 
will give that friendship, of which he can no longer be sensible. 
Take it, and return it if you can. I cannot write yonr brother's enlo- 
gium. Although his fame was only in the dawn, although like a me- 
teor he perished as soon as he began to dazzle, I cannot sound hia 
praise. His life would be a patlietic tale of persecuted genius and 
oppressed innocence. The fictions of romance cannot present so af- 
fecting a story. When his oowntry was preparing to do him ample 
justice, and to recompense his sufferings by her warmest admiration, 
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Death marked him. for his yiotim. Modern degeneracy had not 
reached him. 

" Nervous eloquence and dauntless conrage fitted him to save his 
sinking country. He has left no memorial of his talents hehind. 
He was horn to enlighten posterity, hut posterity will not hear of 

" Providence, thy dispensations are dark ! We cannot compro- 
hend them I His amiahle wife, his children — but here my heart be- 
gins to bleed — I cannot go on." 



CHAPTER XV. 



John Banbolph, now became the head of a la; 

suddenly thrown into a position of great responsibility. His own 

estate was very large ; so was his brother's — and both were heavily 

encumbered with a British debt, contracted by the father many years 

before. 

Eichard liberated his slaves, This was a mark of his great be- 
nevoleace of feeling and nobleness of character. But it proved in 
the end to be a mistaken philanthropy. Left in the country where 
they had been slaves, those negroes soon became idle and profligate 
vagabonds and thieves ; a burthen to themselves, and a pest to the 
neighborhood. The family at Bizai-re consittted of Mi-s. Randolph, 
her two infant children, St. Gfeorge and Tador, Mrs, Dudley and her 
children, Nancy and John Kandolph. For nearly fifteeu years, till 
Bizarre was desti'oyed by fire, he continued at the head of the house- 
hold. Though twenty-three years of age at the death of his brother, 
he had the appearance of a youth of sixteen, and was not grown. He 
grew a full bead taller after this period. 

His extreme sensibility had been deeply touched — the quick 
iii-itability of his temper esasperated hy the tra^c events of his 
family. A father's face he had never seen, save what his lively ima- 
gination would picture to itself from the lines of a miniature likeness 
which he always wore in his bosom. The fond caresses of a tender 
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motLei', who alone knew him, were torn from hiui in bis childhood. 
The second brother had died in his youth ; and now the oldest, the 
beat, the pride and hope of the family, after years of suffering and 
persecution, just aa he had triumphed over calumny and oppression, 
waa suddenly called away. We may well imagine how deep, how 
poignant was his grief, when thirty years thereafter, in the solitude 
of his hermitage at Roanoke, his lively fancy brought back those 
early scenes with all the freshness of recent events, and caused him 
to esclaim with the Indian Chief, who had been deprived of all his 
children by the white man's hand — " JSTot a drop of Logan's blood — 
father's bkjod except St. George, the most bereaved and pitiable of 
the step-sons of nature I" 

His room at Bizarre was immediately under the chamber of 
Mrs, Dudley. She never waked in the night that she did not hear 
Iiim moving about, sometimes striding across the floor, and exclaim- 
ing, " Macbeth hath murdered sleep ! Macbeth hath murdered 
sleep I" She has known him to have his horse saddled in the dead 
of night, and ride over the plantation with loaded pistols. 

His natural temper became more repulsive ; he had no confiden- 
tial friend, nor would any tie, however sacred, osoiiBe inquiry. Why 
should it! for who can minister to a mind diseased, or pluck from 
the heart its rooted sorrow! Why then espose, even to friendship's 
eye, the laaerated wounds that no balm can cure? 

He grew more restless than ever, though his home had every 
external arrangement to make it agreeable. Hear Mm describe it : 
" Mrs. Randolph, of Bizarre, my brother's widow, was, beyond all 
comparison, the nicest and best housewife that I ever saw. Not one 
drop of water was ever suffered to stand on her sideboard, except 
what was in the pitcher ; the house, from cellar to garret, and in 

y part as clean as hands couH m'»ke it ■ and every thing as it 
h nil b f t my f td ta,t N d 1 I ee or 
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isylum of tie distie'^seil and the untoituaate There could they 
hud ^ympatliy ind encouragement 

To escape fiom thp buiden lod pim of his owa thoughts John 
Randolph often fled tu Lis fiiends in distant paits of the country, 
r r the nest three yeais he waa fre jutntly found at the residence 
1 hj3 father m law, m Williomabmg He often viBiued Mi Wiek- 
1 im who lived m the same city That a;en(lemaa had taLeii a great 
likmg to him. He was the agent of the Biituh creditors, who held 
a mortgage on the Randolph estates. His forbearance and indulgence 
were highly appreciated by him on whom the whole burthen of pay- 
ment had now fallen. He returned this act of kindness by an ardent 
affection for the man, and a high admiration of his character. He 
has said, " John "Wiokham was my hast of friends without making 
any professions of friendship for me ; and the best and wisest man I 
ever knew except Mi Macon " 

When intenogated by Mi Wicldiam as to what he had been do- 
ing, G-overnoi Tazewell, who was !iis youthful companion on those 
visita, sajB his answer n is — Notlang, sir, nothing ! Yet he showed 
that he had been leading, and that he had digested well what he had 
read. The conveibation wis ^eneially on the politics of the day — 
the French EcvoJution, and Buike, which was his political Bible. 

That he pm:8a.ed no systematic course of reading at this time is 
certain. Mrs Dudley lays hib habii» of study one could not ^cer- 
tain, as he was never long enough in one place to stndy much. She 
has frequently heai-d him lament that he was fond of light reading — 
has known him to seat himself by the candle, where she and Mrs. 
Randolph were knitting, tui-n over the leaves of a book carelessly, like 
a child, without seeming to read, and then lay it down and tell more 
about it than those who had studied it. He had a fine taste for mu- 
sic, biit it was uneulfivated. " I inlierited from your grandmother," 
says he, writing to his niece, Mrs, Bryan, " an exquisite ear, which 
}ias never received the slightest cultivation. This is owing in a great 
measure to the low estimate that I saw the fiddling, piping gentry 
held in when I was young; but partly to the torture that my poor 
brother used to inflict upon me, when essaying to learn to play upon 
the violin, now about forty years ago. I have a taste for painting, 
but never attempted drawing. I had read a great deal upon it and 
had seen a few good pictures before I went to England ; there I as- 
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toniahed some of then coBnoissHiir? as much hy the faoihty with 
which I pointed out the hand of a pii-ticul-u master, without lefei 
ence to the catalogue (I neyei mistook the hind of Van Djke — I 
had seen specimens of his and KeuheiiB peufil, and some othei grtat 
masters, at Mr. Geo, Calvert's, near Bladenshurg — they were since 
sold in Europe), as by my exact knowledge of the geography, topo- 
graphy and statistics of the country. 

" Bor poetry I have had a decided taste from my childhood, yet 
never attempted to write one line of it. Thistaste I have aedulously 
cultivated. I helieve that I was deterred from attempting poetry by 
the verses of Billy Mumford, and some other taggers of rhyme, 
which I heard praised (I allude to epistles in verae, written at 12 or 
13 years old), but secretly in my heart despised. I also remember 
to have heard some poetry of Lord Chatham and of Mr. Fox, which 
I thought then, and stilt think, to be unworthy of their illuatriona 
names — and before Horace had taught mo that ' neither gods, nor 
men, nor booksellers' stalls could endure middling poetry,' I thought 
none but an inspired pen should attempt the taak." 

Among the youthful companiona that he most valued and cher- 
ished about this time, were John Thompson, the author of the letter 
in a preceding chapter, and his brother William Thompson. The 
following is a memorandum in his own handwriting, and found among 
his papers : " John Thompson, Jr., son of John and Anne Thomp- 
son, of Sussex, born 3d Nov. 1776, died 25th January, 1799. He 
was the author of &racouB, Cassius, Curtius, written on the subject 
of American polities — ^lea^ they for him,?' And surely for one of 
his age they were remarkable productions, especially the latter ad- 
dressed to General Marshall, afterwards Chief Justice, then a can- 
didate for Congress on the Federal aide of politics. William Thomp- 
son was born the 20th of August, 1778. In the year 1798 he and 
his friend John Raitdolph undertook a pedestrian tour to the Moun- 
tains, to visit Kiohard Kidder Meade, a relation of the latter. They 
started from Bizarre, each with a small bundle on a cane. Mrs. 
Dudley was an eye-witness of their departure and of their return. 
She was informed that they performed the whole journey on foot. 
They both returned in fine health and spirits. Soon after this 
Thompson went to Europe, wandered over G-ermany, studied medi- 
cine, then abandoned it for the law, returned to Virginia, went on 
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foot to Canada in the fall of 1801. Having squandered his patri- 
mony, falling into dissipated liabits, witli a geniwa equally as brilliant, 
though far more eeoentrie than his deceased brother, he was rapidly 
throwing away the great gifts of nature, and sin>;ing into a hopeless 
vagabond and outcast, when his friend Kandolph took him by the hand, 
brought him to Bizarre, made it his home, encouraged him, and cher- 
blied him with the afieotion of a brother so long as he could be per- 
suaded to remain in Virginia. With him hereafter the reader will be- 
come more intimately acquainted. Writing from Bizarre to Kaadolph, 
in his absence, he says '. " My dear brother — Since you left us I have 
been deeply engaged in what you advised. I have reviewed the Ko- 
man and the G-recian History. I have done more; I have reviewed 
my own. Believe me, Jack, that I am less calculated for society than 
almost any man in existence. I am not, perhaps, a vain fool, but I 
have too much vanity, and I am too susceptible of flattery. I have 
that fluency which will attract atteation and receive applause from an 
unthinking mnltitnde. Oontent with my superiority, I should be 
too indolent to acquire real, useful inowledge. I am stimulated by 
gratitude, by friendship, and by love, to make exertions now. I feel 
confident that you will view my foibles with a lenient eye — that you 
will seo me prosper, and in my progress be delighted," 



CHAPTKit XVI. 

CANDTDAl'K I'-OE COWGKESS — HISTORY OP THE TIMES. 

We have now approached an important period in the life of John 
Randolph. In the winter of 1799, in the twenty-aisth year of his 
age, he was announced as a candidate for Congress in the district 
which afterwards became so celebrated as the Charlotte district. 

John Thompson, writing to his brother, then in Europe, says, 
" Our friend John Randolph offers for Congress, and will probably 
be elected. He is a brilliant and noble young man. ■ He will be aa 
object of admiration and terror to the enemies of liberty." In 1831, 
in the last political speech be ever made, he is reported to have said 
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that wbetL he ooinmenced his political career he had waged a warfare, 
remarkable for its fierceness — he had almost said for its ferocity — 
against certain principles, and those who adyoeated them. When he 
drew his sword to carry on that warfare, he had thrown away the 
scabhard, and as he never asked for quarter, BO he did not always 
give it. It becomes necessary, therefore, in order to woderstand his 
position, to give a brief and general outline of the most important 
events which had ooonrred up to the time that he made his appear- 
ance on the political stage. We have already seen that the source of 
party division is to be traced to the Federal Convention; that those 
elements of discord which have continued to agitate the country 
up to this. day, had their birth in the cradle of the Conatitntion. 
Patrick Henry and George Mason were the fathers of the doctrine 
of States-rights. At a subsequent period, under the auspices of 
Thomas Jefferson, those doctrines were digested into the canon of a 
regularly organized party that exerted a powerful influence on the 
administration of government. The difference between the two par- 
ties, Federalist and Eepublican, as they respectively called tliem- 
selves at that time, was not confined to the interpretation of the 
Constitution, 

While the one desired and the th 1 p t 1 a t n govern- 
ment, the spirit that inclined them to b d th t t m t to their 
vrishes, is to he found in the mental a In 1 g t n f the men 
themselves. Those who doubted th pa ty f th p jl for self- 
government (and there were many at th t t wh n u xp riment 
was untried), and believed that the ly ffi nt t 1 w to he 
found in a strong government in the hands of the ^-ick and wdl bom, 
naturally inclined to an interpretation that would authorize such 
measures as might bring about such a state of things. Those, on the 
other hand, who had full faith in the capacity of the people, com- 
batted every doctrine which in their judgment tended to steal power 
from the many and place it in the hands of the few. This radical 
difference of sentiment, which originated in natxiral temperament, 
and was modified by education and position in society, influenced the 
judgment in its interpretation of every measure of government, and 
men inclined to the one or the other side, aecording as they believed 
the measure originated in the one or the other doctrine above men- 
tioned. The KepubUcan* accused the other party of being mon- 
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archiats in principle, and of a design so to sh p th 1 t t 

of affairs, tliat in time the government might tl t f m 

The Republicans again were charged by th pp t w th 
being disorganizing leyellers, and the enera ea f U t 

The first gi-eat questions on which they dm 1 d w th fi I 

schemes of Alexander Hamilton, then Seer t y f th T ^vufj 
With these the reader has already been m d q t d Th 
legislatiye measures enacted from time to tim t j th m to 

effect, finally brought on a crisis in the whisky m t t w 

called, when the people in the western count f P 1 a, by 

armed force, resisted the execution of the est 1 w Th F d al 
ists were accused of goading on this rebellion th t th y m ^ht h 
a pretest to r^se a standing army, to be used n t m t t 

forcing their schemes on the country. The Eep hi w h g d 
with promoting discontent and insurrection, that they might destroy 
all gOTCrnment. Unhappily, neither party gave the other credit for ■ 
honesty or patriotism ; and the people, in the heat of the contest, 
were well nigh diiven, in blindness and in rage, on the bayonets of 
each other The occasion, however, passed away without serious dif- 
ficulty but the bitter and hostile feelings engendered by so violent a 
contest still lemained, and were ready to expand themselves with 
in:,ieased fury on any other occasion that might aa'ise. 

In the mcin time the French Revolution had made rapid pro- 
gress When the news of that event was fitst wafted across the 
Atlantic it was hailed with icclamation as the effort of a great nation 
to shake oft tlie yoke of despotism and to assume their position 
imong pp pte with a fiee and enlightened ^o^emment. The events 
of a single ^ eai kd miny to doul t the suf cess of the esperiment, 
and to predict that the whole w uld end in anarchy. Among the 
projhets ot evil omen was Edmund Buike the great master of 
political philosophy We have alieady seen how his great work was 
seized u]on bj the Feleialsts as the allest espounder of their 
geneial docf mes an 1 f the r views m poit eular in regard to the 
tendei oy of the principles of the French Eevolution. This was 
to throw the other i aity to the otl ei estremp for ti'ue it is that the 
great masses aie more infiuenced by impulses of the heart, than the 
judgments of the understanding. Paine's " Rights of Man " was set 
forth as the esponent of the doctrines of the Republicans. Bnrke, 
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in his spirit of conservatism, pi-onounoed a glowing eulogy on the 
Britiali Constitution. Paine denounced it as the instrument of op- 
pression and tyranny. It is easy to perceive the bias in the minds 
of those who took Burlce and those who took Paine as theii' standard 
of orthodoxy. When these great masters wrote, the monaroliy in 
France was still in existence. It was soon overturned, and a repiih- 
lic, one and indivisihle, proel^med in its stead. This event, more 
than any thing that had transpired before, stiiTed up tlie elements of 
party-strife in the United States. Free and republican themselves, 
the American people did not pause on the horrors that were perpe- 
trated, did n t n 'd tk n quences of tke doctrines that were 
brought i p by h h heorists of Franoe ; they only saw 

ti great p ta g h m as a model, struggling for their 

independ Th m hi were awakened, and all their feel- 

ings enlis b k !f h p iblican cause in France. Those 

. who pans d — h wk gg da doubt — were denoniieed as ene- 
mies of th T d p n husiasm of a free people in favor 
of those w h w were, like themselves, seeking free- 
dom, did m h a to build up the Republican party 
in America. The cau o ot o d judgment, however true, cannot 
weigh against the generous impulses of a warm heart. What is true 
of individuals in this particular, is ten thousand times more true of 
tke multitude. 

But the elastic spirit of freedom conld not be restrained within 
the limits of France. It began to spread to other kingdoms, and to 
alarm, by its rapid diffusion, the monarcha of Europe. They com- 
bined to suppress what they called the Prench evil. England was at 
the head of tke coalition. A furious war commenced — a desperate 
death-struggle for existence. Oae or the other must be crushed and 
destroyed. Republicanism and monarchy could not exist together 
on the same continent. All the deep passions of the human heart 
were aroused — all the elements of destruction brought into active 
operation. It was a war of Titans, and nature groaned under the 
mighty toils of her warring sons. There could be no neutrality in 
suck a contest Their wide-sweeping arms drew in, as instruments 
or agents of strife, the remotest nations, America, though remote, 
could not hope to escape. 

Her position was too conspicuous — her example in producing the 
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preBBBt state of things in France too ivell known for her to escape. 
England sought to drag her into the contest on the side of the allies. 
France stretched forth her arms to embrace her ancient ally, and to 
stand by her side on the hills of Ardenne in the same cause that bad 
seen them side by side on the plains of Yorktown. 

Tlie true policy of t3ie United States was to pursue 3 line of 
strict neutrality. In accordance with the unanimous vote of Ms 
cabinet, Thomas Jefferson at the head as Secretary of State, General 
Washington issued hla proclamation, April 22d, 1793, declaring that 
a state of war exists between Austria, Praasia, Sarwnia, G-reat Eritmn, 
and tbe United Netherlands, on the one pai't,and France on the other; 
and that tbe duty and interest of the United States reqiiire that they 
should with sincerity and good faith adopt and pursue a conduct 
friendly and impartial toward the belligeveut powers. The eitizena 
of the United States at tbe same time were warned cai-efully to avoid 
all acts and proceedings whatsoever, which might in any manner tend 
to contravene such disposition. It was impossible, however, to repress 
the enthusiasm of the people in fav f tli "E' h u, Wh 
their minister landed at Charleston 1 t tl t m f th b 
proclamation, he was marched in t [ 1 tl h lb b th 
States and principal towns to the 1 t 1 t Phil 1 Iph P 
suming on certain privileges wbicb h mdth bngntd 

to France in her treaty of alliance with th Un t I Stat I 78 — 
emboldened hj the ardent devotion of the people to the cause of 
liberty, so eagerly manifested towaids himself is the representative 
of a sister republic, be soon threw off ill lestiaint, tieited the gov- 
ernment witk contempt, and assumed lots of soveieignty not only 
inconsistent with our rights of neutrality, but our existence as aa 
independent and respectable nation This conduct led to corres- 
pondence, remonstrance, and irritation on both sides. 

Great Britain at all times doubted the sincerity of oua; declaration 
of impartiality, and treated with the utmost contempt our rights of 
neutrality. Her naval officers insulted and menaced ns in our own 
ports— violated our national rights, by searching vessels and impress- 
ing seamen within our acknowledged jurisdiction, and in an outrage- 
ous manner seizing entire creios in the West Indies, and other parts 
of the world. Her licensed privateers committed the most atrocious 
depredations and violences on oui- commerce, both in the capture and 
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in the after-adjudication, sueli as were never tolerated in any well- 
organized and ef&cient government. The Gove n f Upp Canada, 
in an official and formal manner, ordered settl s with n u own 
territory, and fiii removed from the posts they 1 d u j tly m thheld 
fcom lis, to withdraw, and forbade others to settle n th ame The 
persons to whom their Indian aflairs were int u t d took nusual 
pains and practised every deception to keep th 1 P^ n temper 
of hostility towards ns. 

The ageuts sent amongst us, as with a design to insult the ooitn- 
try, were ungracious and obnozious characters, rancorous refugees, 
who retaining all their former enmity, oonld see nothing through a 
proper medium, and were the source of constant misrepresentation 
and falsehood. The government were encouraged to permit all ihese 
outrages, because they were told there was a British party in Amer- 
ica that would not suffer the country to be involved in a war with 
England. 

France, seeing with what boldness and impunity England com- 
mitted her depredations, was not slow in doing the same. She 
avowed her pnrpose, and fulfilled it to the letter, of treating us in the 
same manner we permitted her enemies to treat us. Such was the 
deplorable condition, of things ■within one year from the proclamation 
of neutrality. As the last resort, wUling to exhaust all the means of 
conciliation before a. declaration of war, the administration, on the 
19tli of April, 1794, commissioned John Jay as minister estraordi- 
naiy to the court of London, with instructions to demand redress for 
our grievances, and if occasion suited, to negotiate a treaty of amity 
and commerce. A few weeks thereafter, the 28th of May, James 
Monroe was sent aa minister plenipotentiary to the French govern- 
ment, with similar insti'uctions. The occasion was most favorable for 
a negotiation with England. The campaign of 1793—4 proved disas- 
trous to the allied powers. The coalition was dissolved. The hot 
lava fires France poured forth from her volcanic bosom consumed her 
enemies. The star of the republic was in the ascendant. At such a 
moment it seemed plain to the ministry that it would not do to break 
■ with the United States. If they should drive the two republics into 
la close alliance, events had already proved that the two united would 
be invincible. A difierent line of policy, therefore, must be pursued. 
Hence, when Mr. Jay anived at the Court of St. James, he was most 
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graoioasly receiTed. Lord Granville was all conciliation and com- 
promise. He bad not been engaged in the busineaa of negotiatioa 
many daja, when the King — tough old Ueorge, who was the last to 
snrrender in the Revolution— -aaid to him, " Well, air, I imagine you 
begin to see that your mission will probably be successful." " I am 
happy, may it please your majesty, to fled that you entertain, that 
idea." " Well, but don't you perceive that it is likely to be so 1" 
" There are some recent circumstances (the answer to Jay's repre- 
sentations) which induce me to flatter myself that it will be so." 
The king nodded with a smile, signifying that it was to those circum- 
stances that he alluded. It was a foregone conclusion. Peace with 
the United States had now become essential to England : and that 
wise nation never stands on trifles when an important object is to be 
attained. 

Never did negotiator, beginning with Buoii ansious forebodings, 
find himself proceeding bo smoothly, so satisfactorily. The treaty 
was concluded and signed in London, on the 19th of November, 1794; 
was received by the President the 7th of March following, and on the 
8th of June was submitted to the Senate for their consideration. On 
the 24th, by precisely a constitutional majority, they advised and con- 
sented to its ratification. Although in the mind of the President 
several objections had occurred, they were overbalanced by what he 
conceived to be its advantages ; and before transmitting it to the 
Senate he had resolved to ratify it, if approved by that body. But 
before he had given his signature to the treaty, it was well ascer- 
tained that the British order in council of the 8th of June, 1793, for 
the seizure of provisions going to French ports, had been renewed. 
Apprehensive that this might be regarded as a practical interpreta- 
tion of an article in the treaty in regard to prolusions not being con- 
traband of war unless in particular cases, the President wisely 
determined to reconsider his decision. Marshall, in bis Life of 
Washington, says : " Of the result of this reconsideration there is 
no conclusive testimony." It has become a matter of importance in , 
history to determine this faot. 

It was charged that a war with France, and a consequent alliance 
with England, had been the object of the executive council, from the 
oommencement of hostilities between those two great European pow- 
ers. The treaty, it was alleged, originated in that spirit. And the 
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eircumstauces and manner of its consummation were oonfldently al- 
luded to as eYidenee of that f ot It was well knowu tl t tl e P ea 
dent made up hia judgment wi h great lei be at a and tl wli n 
once fised iie waa unalterable h K d n nv nc Ue pu^ an e to 
retract an opiuion, or retrace a step once taken 

While be was deliberating on tlie t eatj — wl n u f t a. t 
was alleged, he had determined not to a gn f r t e p e eat an iite 
cepted letter addressed by tlie 1" ench m niatpr to h a gove ranent 
waa placed in the Preaident a hands Th lette cont ne 1 n any 
faota beai-ing on the character of the P dent tl e ni enees tnit 
were working on him, and deeply mpl at ng the eputat on of thH 
Secretary of State. It waa alleged that the tl er b eta e? nto 
whose handa the letter had II n mad an nw r ntable ?e of t 
to prejudice the mind of the President against their obnoxious col- 
league and the French cause, and thereby to induce him hastily to 
ratify the treaty contrary to his better judgment— to driye from his 
cabinet the only republican remaining in office, and to lend his aid, 
though unconsciously and indirectly, to the destruction of the repub- 
lican cause in the United States.. 

Mr. Jefferson retired from the State Department in 1794, early 
in January. He says that he suffered martyrdom all the time he 
waa in of&ce~alluding to hia single-handed and unaided efforts to 
combat the heresies of Hamilton, and to resist the tendencies of the 
gOTemment to yield to British influence. He was succeeded by the 
Attorney General, Edmund Randolph, whose relationahip to the 
auhject of this memoir has alreatly been made known to the reader. 
That gentleman professed to be of no party, but waa understood to 
be a Eepublican in principle, and favorably inclined to the Prench 
cause. " The fact is," says Jefferson, " he haa generally given his 
principles to the one party, and hia practice to the other — the oyater 
to one, the shell to the other. . Unfortunately, the shell was generally 
the lot of his friends, t!-e French and Kepublieans, and the oyster, of 
their antagonists. Had he been firm to the principles he professed, 
in the year 1793, the President would have been kept from an habit- 
ual concert with the British and anti-republican party." 

Randolph declared that long before the Pauchet letter made ita 
appearance, the British partizans had been industrious in dissemi- 
nating the most poisonous falsehoods concerning him, and in his 
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BDSeace seized the advantage of uttering tmcontradioted slanders ; 
boasting and insistiag ttat in a controvorsj between them, he (Ran- 
dolph) must be sacrificed. Hamilton had retired, but was in con- 
stant oommunication witJi tlie President on all subjeote of importanoe. 
The Britisli partisans alluded to, were Pickering and Wolcott, the 
Secretary of War and of the Treasury, 

With these facts before us we can now proceed -with the subject in 
hand. We have said that the President had determined to ratify the 
treaty, if so advised by the Senate. But soon after their adjourn- 
ment he became satisfied that the pi-omsion order, as it was called, 
had been renewed by the British government. He then began to 
balance whether to ratify or not. In this state of mind, he recLuiced 
the Secretary of State to hold a conversation with the British Minis- 
ter on the 29th June, 1795, and to tell him that by the constitution 
the treaty now rested with the President, and that he had entered 
into the consideration of the subject. A letter was written to the 
American Minister at Paris, on the 2d of July, under the President's 
eye and special correction, in which it was stated that the " President 
has not yet decided upon thefinal measure to be adopted by himself" 
He consulted with all the officers of government on several collateral 
points in the treaty — consulted, as it was believed, with Hamilton on 
the treaty at large — and rec[uired the Secretary of State to give his 
written opinion. This opinion of the Secretary was handed in the 
l^thof July, 1795. Among other things, he says: "I take the 
liberty of suggesting that a personal interview be immediately had 
between the Secretary of State and Mr. Hammond, and that the sub- 
stance of the address to him be this " — (after some preliminary re- 
marks) : " But we are informed by the public gazettes, and by letters 
tolerably authentic, that'vessels, even American vessels, laden with 
provisions for France, may be captui-ed and dealt with as carrying a 
kind of contraband. Upon the supposition of its truth, the President 
cannot persuade himself'tbat he ought to ratify diring the existence 
of the order. His reasons will be detailed in a proper representation 
through yon (Mr, Hammond) to his Britannic Majesty. At the 
Game time, that order being removed, he will ratify without delay or 
further, scruple, " In the morning of the 13th of July, the President 
instructed the Secretary to have the proposed interview immediately 
with Mr. Hammond, and to address him as had been suggested. 
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Mr. Hammond asked, in the course of the iDterview, if it would 
not 1)0 sufficient to remove tlie order out of the way ; and after the 
ratifioation to rescind it t 

The Secretary replied with some warmth, that thie would be s, 
mere shift, as the principle was the impott«,nt thing. He then asked, 
if the President was irrevoeablj determined, not to ratify, if the pro- 
vision order was not removed? The Secretary answered, that he 
was not in.atruet«d upon that point. This oonveraation was imme- 
diately related to the President, He told the Secretary that he might 
have informed Mr. Hammond thai he never would ratify, if ths pro- 
vision order was not removed out of the wo/y. 

The President left Philadelphia for Mount Vernon, the 15th day 
of July, 1795 ; and soon afterwards, the Secretary commenced draft- 
ing the memorial that was to be addressed to his Britannic Majesty, 
After disouBsing the article of the treaty in reference to provisions, 
and showing the inconsistency of the order of the 8th of June, 1793, 
with that article, the memorial concludes ; " The chief obstacle, which 
is dependent for its removal on his Britannic Majesty, is the order 
above stated. The President is too mnoh deprived of its particulars, 
to declare what shall be his irrevocable determination : but the sen- 
sibility which it has excited in his mind, cannot be allayed without 
the most uneciuivocal stipulation, to reduce to the only construction 
in which he can acquiesce, the article of the treaty." 

Before the President had received the memorial which he had 
ordered to be drafted, he wrote to the Secretary on the 22d July, 
from Mount Vernon, thus : " In my huiTy I did not signify the pro- 
priety of letting those gentlemen (the Secretaries of War and tho 
Treasury, and the Attorney General) know fully my determination 
with respect to the ratification of the treaty, and the train it was in ; 
but as this was necessary, in order to enable them to form their opin- 
ions on the subject submitted, I take it for granted, that both were 
communicated to them by you, as a matter of course. The first, that 
is the conditional ratification, (if the late order, which we have heard 
of respecting provision-vessels, is not in operation.) may on all fit oc- 
casions be spoken of as my detei-mination, unless from any thing 
you have heard, or met with since I left the city, it should he thought 
more advisable to communicate with me on the subject. My opinion 
respecting the treaty is the same now that it was; tliat is, not favor- 
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able to it ; but that it is better to ratify it in the maTmer the Senate 
have advised, (and with the reservatioTt already mentioned,) thaa to 
suffer matters to remain as they are — unsettled." 

In answer to this the Secretary writes: "I had ooramunicated 
fully your determination with respect to the ratification, I Iiave no 
doubt that the order for seizing provision-vessels exists, Nothing 
has occurred to prevent the speaking of that determination," 

On the 29th July the President writes : " I also return, under 
cover of this letter, the draft of the memorial, and the rough draft 
of a ratification. These are very important papers, and, with the 
instructions whicli follow, will require great attention and considera- 
tion, and are the primary cause of my returning to Philadelphia," 

On the 31st lie writes: " The me»Mrm^ seems well designed to 
answer the end proposed." 

While the memorial was in the hands of the President at Mount 
Vernon, it became the subject of conversation with the Heads of 
Departments, Wolcott and Pickering were both opposed to any de- 
lay in concluding the business. Wolcott observed that it would give 
the French Government an opportunity of professing to make very 
esteasive overtures to the United States, and thus embarrass the 
treaty with Great Britain. 

Pickering, on hearing the memorial, exclaimed, " This, as the 
saOora say, is throwing tbe whole up in the wind." 

The President returned to Philadelphia on the lith of August. 
The same evening, in presence of Pickering and Bradford, the Se- 
cretary of State observed, " that the sooner the memorial was re- 
vised by the gentlemen jointly, who were prepared with their opin- 
ions, the better." The President replied, " that he supposed every 
thing of this sort had been settled. The Secretary said that it was 
not BO, as Colonel Pickering was for an immediate ratification. To 
this Pickering responded : " I told Mr. Randolph that I thought thi) 
postponement of ratification was a ruinous step." 

On the morning of the IStb of August, the letters which bad 
been written to foreign ministers in his absence, were laid before the 
President The one addressed to Mr, Monroe was in these words : 
— "The treaty is not yet ratified by the President; nor wUI it be 
ratified, I believe, until it retunis from England— -if then. The late 
British order for seizing provisions, is a weighty obstacle to a ratifi- 



b/ Google 



84 IJFK OF .10HN RANDOJ.PH. 

cation. 1 do not suppose that saoli aa attempt to starye Eranoe will 
be countenanced." Other letters were written of the aame tenor, and 
Imd Ijefore the President. He made no objection to tlie strong ex- 
pressions contained in them. 

There can he no ijueation from the evidence, that up to the )3th 
of August, 1795, and for a moath previous, the Preaident had deli- 
berately made np his mind not to sign the treaty so long as the pro- 
vision order was in existence. What caused the great change be- 
tween that time and the !8th ; for on that day he 'gave to tie treaty 
an unconditional ratification t Marshall, in his Life of Washington, 
intimates, that the gi'eat clamor raised against the treaty in the com- 
mercial towns, was the cause of this change in the mind of the Presi- 
dent. He thought that by signing the treaty at once he would put 
an end to all hope of influencing the esecutive will by agitation. 
This solution is not consistent with the character of the man. No 
one despised mere popular clamor moi's than he did ; no one valued 
more the opinion of his fellow-citizens. With a mind not suggestive, 
but eminently judicious, he sought for counsel in all quarters, and 
profited more by advice than any other man that ever held a public 
station. 

He considered that the occasion called for wise and temperate 
measures. In his letter of the 31st of July, to the Secretary of 
State, he says : " In time, when passion shall have yielded to sober 
reason, the current may possibly turn ; but in the mean while, this 
Government, in relation to France and England, may be compared to 
a sh'p between the rocks Scylla and Charybdis. If the treaty is ra- 
tified, fie partisans of the French (or rather of war and confusion) 
will excite them to hostile measures, or at least to unfriendly senti- 
ments : if it is not, there is no foreseeing all the consequences which 
may follow, as it respects Gfreat Britain, It is not to be inferred 
from hence, that I am, or shall be disposed to quit the ground I 
have taken, unless circumstances more imperious than have yet come to 
my knowledge, should compel it ; for there is but one straight course 
in these things, and that is, to seek truth and pursue it steadily." 
He then instructs the Secretary to be attentive to all the resolutions 
that might come in, and to all the newspaper publications, that he 
might have all the objections against the treaty which had any 
weight in them, embodied in the mentorial addressed to the. British 
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king, or in the instructions to the American Ministev at London. It 
cannot be presumed, therefore, that the excitement ia the country 
against the treaty, was the cause, or at least the principal oause of 
the sudden change in the determinafion of the President. We must 
look to some other source for a solution of this difficulty. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

THE FAUCHET LETTEB. 

On the Slst day of October, 1794, about the time of the ■wh;sky in- 
sun'ection, and Jay's negotiation in London, the French Minister 
forwarded a dispatch to his government, entitled " Private Corres- 
pondence of the Minister on Politics, No. 10." 

This letter on its way was captured by a British cruiser, placed in 
the hands of Lord Greaville, and hj him forwarded to the Minister 
here (Mr. Hammond), with instructions to use it for the benefit of 
his Majesty's service. Whea the letter came to Hammond, he made 
known the contents to Mr. Wolcott, Secretary of the Treasury, but 
did not intimate a desire that it might be communicated to the Pre- 
sident. Woleott himself suggested it, and asked that it might be 
placed in hia hands for that piirpose. Hammond at first declined, 
but finally consented, on coadition that a certified copy should be 
left in his hands. Woloott received the letter the 28th day of July, 
1795, while the President was at Mount Veraon. He immediately 
showed it to Mr. Pickering. It was their opinion that its contents 
were of so delicate and important a nature that they ought to be im- 
parted to the President without delay, and with the utmost secreoy. 
Any open attempt to effect this end, they thought mdgkt excite the 
suspicion of Mr. Randolph. The first hint of the matter was com- 
municated to the President in a letter from Mr. Pickering in the 
following words; "July 3lBt — On the subject of the treaty, I confess 
I feel extreme solicitude, and, /or a special reason, which can be com- 
municated to you only in person. I entreat, therefore, that you will 
return with all convenient speed to the seat of government. In the 
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mean time, for the reason above refen'Cd to, I pray you to decide on 
no important political measuie m whatever tona it may be jiesentecl 
to you. Mr. Wolcott anl I (llr Bradfoid concwning) waitecl on 
Mr. Randolph, and mged his writing to request yom teiurn. He 
•wrote in our preset ce Just the day before Ran i Ipb had written 
to the President — A^ soun as I had the hoaor of recetvmg your 
letter of the 24th instant I conferred with the Secrettnes of the 
Treasury and of Wdr upon the necessity or expedien y of your re- 
turn hither at this time II aU concuried that neitbei the one nor 
the other existed, and that the ciicumstance would center u| on the 
things whioh had been and are still carried on, an importanoe which 
it would not be convenient to give them," After receiving the above 
mysterious letter from Pickering, which perhaps arrived the same 
day with Eandolph's, the President hastened to the seat of govern- 
ment. He arrived on the Uth of August, and the contents of 
Fauchet's intercepted letter were made known to him the same day. 
In this pHvate correspondence, after stating that the dispatches of 
himself and colleagues had been confined to a naked recital of facta, 
the Minister thus proceeds ; — " I have reserved myself to give you, 
as far as I am ■ible a key to the facts detailed in our reports * • • 
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■were made, in order to bring tie eonititntion to the former by in- 
sensible gi'adationa. The writings of influential men of tliig party 
prore it (alluding to Mr. Adams '> Dtsoourae's on Divila) their real 
opinions, too, avow it, and the journals ot the Senate aie the deposi- 
tory of the first attempts." 

He speaks of the sympathy of this party with the regenerating 
movements of France, while nmning in monarchical poZhs ; and 
after an aceoimt of the rapid increase and consolidation of the Anti- 
Federal party, under the name of patriots and republicans, he thus 
proceeds : — " In every quarter are arraigned the imbeoiSity of the 
Goyernment towards Great Britain, the defenceless state of the 
country against possible invasions, the coldness towards the French 
Republic — the system of finance ia attacked, which threatens eternizing 
tie debt, under pretest of making it the guarantee of public happi- 
ness ; the complication of that system ■which withholds from general 
inspection all its operations — the alarming power of the influence it 
procures to 3 man whose principles are regarded as dangerous— the 
preponderance which that maii acquires from day to day in public 
measures, and, in a word, the immoral and impolitic modes of taxa- 
tion which he at flrst presents as expedients, and afterwards raises 
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■was not before ventured to be made. * * * * This was undoabtedly 
wbat Mr. Randolph meant in telling me that wnder pretext of giving 
energy to the Government, it was intended to iMrodvxx absolitte 
pmeer, <md to mislead the President in paths which teaidd conduct 
him to unpopula/rity." 

Ke thon proceeda to describe tte siiooessful efforts to raise an 
army, and to gain over certain influential charaoters, and continues 
thus : " The Seeretai'y of this State poaseBsed great influence in the 
popular societies of Pbiladelphia, which in its turn influenced those 
of other States : of course ha merited attention. It appeai-a, therefore, 
that those men, wttli others unknown to me, all having, without doubt, 
BandoIpL. at their head, were balancing to decide on this party. Two 
or three days before the proclamation was published {in reference to 
the whisky insurrection 25th September, 1764), and of course before 
the cabinet had resolved on its measures. Mr. Randolph came to see me 
with an air of great eagerness, and made to me the overtures of which 
I have given yon an account in my No. 6. Thus, with some thou- 
sands of dollars, the republic would have decided on civil war, or on 
peace. Thus the consoienees of the pretended patriots of America 
have already their prices. * * * What will be the old age of this 
Government if it is thus early decrepit. Suol t th d t 

consequence of the system of finances cone d by M H Ito 
He haa made of a whole nation, a stock-jobb p lat g 1£ K 

people. » * • • Still, there are patriots of wh 111 ^ht t nt 
tain an idea worthy of that imposing title. It M e — h 
of this number; he had apprised me of the m wh m th ui t f 
events had dragged along aa bodies devoid f w lit H f d 
Madison is also an honest man. Jefferson wh m th p t t 
oast their eyes to succeed the President, h d f lb 

He prudently retired, in order to avoid mak g fi t h 

inclination in scenes, the secret of which will Ml 1 ^lit 

to light." 

These ai'C the leading and essential facts in the intercepted lettei. 
And they certainly contain very grave charges. The men in power 
are accused ef a design of changing the government into a monarchy ; 
cicthing the President with absolute power, and fomenting a rebel- 
lion, that they might have a pretest to raise a standing army to 
enforce their designs. The pretended patriots of the country are 
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accused of venalitj and corruption — the h &li gtofii emu lei b- vern 
ment charged with making oveitui a to the mmiater of a foreign 
power for money ; and it ia alleged that none hut tiiose who are op 
posed to the Administration are tiustwDithy ani honest 

It is not surprising that a oommnnication fthissoit adtiessed 
by a foreign minister to his GoTemmeat whose feehng of frion lahip 
to our own was estremely questionahle falling into the tands of one 
of the parties implicated, should exoite his mdignati n and create m 
him a desire to have the truth of the charges mvestigated But the 
use made of that letter by the tiiumviiate Woic tt Pn,kering and 
Bradford, to destroy an obnoxious riYal and to crush the ii^mg ener 
gies of a hateful pai-ty, cannot be j ist fied The w cLe I and jesuiti 
oal doctrine, that all isfai?- in polit cs may sanct on tht mean'* in 
tlie end; hut the pen of the histoiian must con lemn unleralloir 
oumstanoes, both the principle and its applicati n Randolph was a 
colleague of those men — held the h ghe'it statun m the executive de- 
partment of Government — was in the most intimate lelations with 
them, holding daily and honrly communications on the gravest sub- 
jects of state. He was reputed to he among the first gentlemen of 
his ^c — ^possessed a high reputation, and an unblemished character 
for integrity and honor. A paper falls into the hands of his intimate 
and daily associates, written by an ignorant and prejudiced foreigner, 
in which this man is ohai'ged with being accessible to a bribe. What 
line of conduct do they pursue? It seems that 'n a fo mal dispatch 
of the foreign minister, No, 6, tte fact. i e stated t om which he 
draws his injurious inference. Did the t u v ate call for that doc- 
ument so obviously necessary as a means of espla n ng the injurious 
charges? It was in the hands of the same nd v d al from whom 
they had obtained the first eommuuicat on But they made no in- 
quiry for it ; did not seem to wish to know that the means of expla- 
nation were in their reach, or in existence. Did they eommunioate 
the contents of the letter to their implicated colleague, that he might 
exculpate himself from its charges? They kept it a profound secret 
from him— held frequent conclaves over it — considered it extremely 
important, and concluded that the President must be informed of it, 
but in the most secret manner, lest the implicated person might take 
the alarm. They even go to him, and induce him in their presence 
to write to the President, requesting his immediate return to the seat 
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of government. Not content with ttis, one of the party writes him- 
self, stating that he is very solicitous about the treaty, and for a spe- 
cial reason, tMis connecting the fate of the treaty with the contents 
of the intercepted letter. Was this acting fairly towards their col- 
league? It was not treating him even as a gentleman. Their con- 
duct can only be compared to that of a bailiff or town beadle, who 
has gotten some clue on a suspected character, towards whom he 
must act with the utmost caution and secrecy, lest he might snuff 
suspicion in the wind and take to flight. 

Not was their conduct at all mitigated by the return of the 
President. They beset him the moment of his arrival ; the inter- 
cepted letter was placed in his hands the same evening ; a cabinet 
council was called the nest morning to deliberate on the treaty. Not 
a breath was uttered to Randolph by the President, that he was sus- 
pected of treachery to himself, and of having made overtures for a 
bribe to betray his country. On the contrary, an unusually cordial 
manner is observed towards him. He is called on to give his opinion 
on the subject of ratification. He repeats the same arguments he 
had used before ; he contended that the treaty did not warrant the 
provision order, and that the President could not sign the treaty so 
long as the order exiated ; because we had already acknowledged, on 
the 7th of September, 1793, that a permission to Q-reat Britain to ex- 
ercise such a power, would be a just caiise of war to France ; that we 
should be inconsistent in our discussions with the French minister ; 
because when he remonstrated upon the extension of contraband by 
the treaty, it was answered that we did not alter the law of nations ; 
but now we should desert what was contended to be the law of nar 
tious, in two letters to Mr. Hammond ; that we should run the haz- 
ard of a war with France, by combining to starve her ; and that her 
discontents were the only possible chance remaining to the British 
partisans for throwing us into the arms of Great Britain, hy creating 
a seeming necessity of an alliance with the latter power. These co- 
gent alignments had already been urged on the President ; he felt 
their force, and had determined, as the reader cannot doubt, not to 
sign so long as the provision order existed, and had taken his mea- 
sures aecordingly. How are these arguments met now? Let it be 
remembered that ou the morning of this very day, it was cirniilated 
in the coffee-houses by Hammoud, the British minister, and his par- 
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tiaaus, that Randolph was at the bottom of the town meetings which 
had been gotten up to denounce the treaty (and which actually burnt 
a copy of the treaty in front of Hammond's house, by the hands of 
the common hangman), and that there was a conspiracy, of which 
Randolph was a member, to destroy the popularity of the President, 
and to thrust Mr. Jefferson into his chair. No one can doubt that 
these rumors designedly put afloat, were carefully related to the 
President by his fiwthful and disinterested ministers, so that when 
Randolph concluded his speech, the very arguments that had weighed 
with the President before, were now evidences of his guilt — mn- 
Jlnnatiotis strong as proof s of Holy Wh-it. Pickering and Wolcott 
answered in the most excited and intemperate manner ; urged the 
immediate ratification of the treaty, and charged that the straggle to 
defeat it was the act of a detestable and nefwrkms conspiracy. There 
was a unanimous vote for immediate unconditional ratification, so 
far as the provision order was concerned ; but to be accompanied 
with a remonstrance on that subject. The President receded from 
his determination, and consented to ratify. The necessary papers 
were prepared, and on the 18th of August, 1795, the President afBsed 
his signature to the treaty. All this struck the Secretary of State 
with astonishment. He did not know how to account for it. All 
the while he was treated with unusual courtesy. Two days after the 
President had determined to sign the treaty, on the 14th of the 
monthj he paid a private and friendly visit to Mr, Randolph's house ; 
invited him next day in the most cordial manner to dine with a Darty 
of chosen friends, and placed him at the foot of the table as a mark 
of respect and confidence. On the 18th, the day of the ratification, 
the same air of cordiality was assumed. But good, easy man, while 
his honors were thus ripening, next day there came a nipping frost. 
On Wednesday, the 19th of August, 1795, while going to the 
President's at the usual hour, nine o'clock in the morning, he wm 
met by the steward, who informed him that the President desired 
him to postpone his visit till half past ten. On reaching the door at 
the appointed hour, he was surprised to learn that the President had 
been closeted with his oolleagnes for more than an hour. On enter- 
ing the room, the President rose from his chair, and received him 
with marked formality. After a few words, the President drew a 
letter from his pocket, and said ; " Mr. Randolph, here is a letter 
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■which I desire jou to read, and make such explanatdona as yoa 
thoose." 

After he had read the letter, and some little conversation, had en- 
sued, the President req^uested Messrs. Wolcott and Pickering to in- 
terrogate him ! In a short time he was requested to leave the room, 
that they might consult on what had been said ! Can the reader come 
to any other conclusion, than that the mind of the President had 
been worked up to prejudge the case? Can any one believe that the 
great and good Washiugtoa would have acted 
tate in itself, so injurious and hiuniliating t 
a faithful, confidential officer, unless his pa 
by some undue influence, exerted over his p 
raoter ? 

Wlio can doubt, after a review of all tl f ts fed with 

this transaction, that Randolph, as he deola d h If the mer 

ditated victim of party spiiit ? Who can d 1 1 th t W I ott and 
Pickering, by their ai'tful insinuations, and t nm taries on 

the intercepted letter, had induced the Pt^d ttoblve that 
there was in truth a detestable and TKfari p y to defeat 

the treaty t — that there was a dark design f pi g h m by an- 
other President ; and that his Secretary of St t 
placed the roost unbounded confidence, had b 
rupt attacliment to France, and of perfidy t h m 
read and learn of Washington and his act th 
judgment becomes of his virtue and purity Th 
his mortality recede from us, the more snblun 
raoter appears. But when we go back to th t m 
on earth with other men, and performed his p t 
wa perceive that he Lad like passions with nr ] 
■was liable to err. 

The ratification of such a treaty would at any time have created 
a strong hostility to the administration that advised it. It was cer- 
tainly very defective. We say nothing about the objections raised 
against it, nnder the influence of the party excitement of the tim^. 
Much allowance must be made for them ; but the negotiator himself 
admitted that the subjects of difficulty were merged in the treaty, 
but not settled. Time has proved the truth of his admission. The 
late war with Great Britain — the mora recent difficulties on the 
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y question, all grew out of the unsettled questions of dispute 
merged in the treaty. It waa evidently made for a temporary pur- 
pose — to sei-ve the worace— and perhaps that waa all that could hava 
been expected. The President did not approve it. The more he 
thought of it, the less he liked it. But that there might be some set- 
tlement of the perplexing and threatening difheulties between the 
two nations, he consented to ratify, if the Senate advised. The rati- 
fication of such a treaty, under any oircumstances, would have en- 
countered formidable opposition But when it was made known that 
the President, under the influence of a party intrigue, had heen hur- 
ried into a prematuie ratification, contrary to his better judgment, 
with the British order m council staring him in the face, wMeh 
seemed to have been i&sued m contempt of the treaty, as a license to 
plander our defenceless commerce, the storm that was raised cannot 
well be imagined. The great Washington rose into the pure empy- 
, rean of a clear conscience ; but the guilty beings below were swept 
away by the tempest. All who had any thing to do with this busi- 
ness were treaiy^ounderedj and ingulfed in the torrent that soon 
swept over the land. 

It was predicted, as a sequel to these transactions, that Monroe 
would bo recalled from Paris. la December, 1795, only three 
months after the ratification, Mr. Jefferson writes : " I should not 
wonder if Monroe were to be recalled, imder the idea of his being of 
the partisans of Prance, whom the President considers as the parti- 
sans of war and confusion, in his letter of July 31st, and as disposed 
to excite them to hostile measures, or at least to unfriendly senti- 
ments ; a most infatuated blindness to the true character of the 
sentiments entertained in favor of Prance," Siu'e enough, the sub- 
ject was soon made the theme of cabinet eonsaltation ; and on the 2d 
day of July, 1796, it was resolved to recall him. " We think," said 
the Heads of Department, in their communication to the President, 
" the gi-eat interests of the United States require that they have near 
the Prenoh government some faithful organ to explain their real 
views, and to ascertain those of the French. Our duty obliges us to be 
explicit. Although the present Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
States at Paris has been amply furnished with documents to explain 
the -views and conduct of the United States, yet his own letters au- 
thorize us to say, that he has omitted to use them, and thereby ex- 
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posed the United States to all the mischiefs which would flow from 
jealousies and erroneous conceptions of their views and conducts 
Whether this dangerous omission arose from such an attachment to 
the cause of Fiance as rendeied him too little mindful of the inter- 
ests of hi3 own oountry, or from mistaken views of the latter, or from 
any other cause, the evil is the aame." After speaking of his confi- 
dential correspondence with the twtoriotts enemies of the wkdk sys- 
tem of government, and of certain anonymous letters, which they en- 
tertained no doubt were written with the privity of Mr. Monroe, they 
proceed : " The anonymous communications from of&oers of the 
United States in a foreign oountry, on matters of a public nature, 
and which deeply concern the interests of the United States in rela- 
tion to that foreign oountry, are proofs of sinister designs, and show 
that the public interests are no longer s^e in the hands of such men." 
On the 8th of July, from Mount Vei-non, the President invited 
Charles Cotesworth Pinkney, of Charleston, to succeed Mr. Monroe. 
In his private and confidential letter to that gentleman, he says : 
" The situation of affairs, and the interests of this country, as they 
relate to France, render it indispenaahly nece^ary, that a faithful 
organ near that Government, ahle and willing to explain its views and 
to ascertain those of France, should mm 1 tely fill th pi f 
prraent Minister Plenipotentiary at P 

From this period not a friend of th F 1 ml 

the administration of affairs. Jeff rs f gthtdyf 

events, had prudently retired, after hvig ffd th yrs 
maj'tyrdora. Randolph had been g m 1yd f th 

cabinet ; and Monroe recalled, not only with the charge of infidelity 
to his Government, but under the accusation of sinister- designs against 
his country. 

It was proclaimed in the newspapers, in political meetingB, on the 
hustings, every where, that the friends of liberty are fen- an intimate 
union with France. The partisans of slavery prefer an alliance 
tmth England. On the other hand, the President had declared and 
acted on the belief, that the friends of Prance were the partisans of 
wa/r and confusion. " A most iitfatvated blindness^' said Jefferson, 
" to tlie true character of the sentiments entertained in favor of 
Prance !" 

The reader cannot mistake, at this rate, how things were tending. 
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The person and character of the President were no longer respected. 
The Eepuhiioana were resolved that their opponents should not shel- 
ter tbemselves behind the isgis of his fame. They considered that 
he had descended into the arena of strife, and were determined that 
he should share the fate of other combatants. 

Happily for him, he soon Bought repose in voluntary retirement. 
The reins of government fell into other hands. On the 4th of March, 
1797, this pure patriot entered the shades of Mount Vernon with in- 
finitely more pieasure than he had ever passed the tireshold into the 
cabinet of power. However much some of the measures of his admin- 
istration may he condemned, his own motives are above suspicion. 
If over a man had in view the esaltatiou, of the character of his own 
country, impressing on it a pure American stamp, free from all 
foreign alloy, he h 1 Wh tl all ti measures advocated by him 
tended to that end an th qu t n The historian must not be 
deterred from a tl nntnnt them from the fear of tar- 
nishing his great nam Th t p ble ! From the clouds of 
party it has con ut 11 th b ! t t the miats by which it was 
temporarily env 1 p d 



CHAPTER XIX. 

ME. MONEOB' — FRAKCE— ME. ADAMS EI.ECTBD PEESIDENT, 

The charges against Mr. Monroe were unjust, ancl his recall an im- 
politic measure, unless the Government had determined not to Bead 
a successor, for which there was sufficient reason. Nothing but the 
intemperate zeal of such partisans as Pickering and Wolcott oould 
have advised the course pursued. The strangest part of the business 
is that General Washington should have yielded so completely to 
their views. He speaks more harshly, if possible, than they do, not 
only of Mr. Monroe's conduct, but of his motives. He charges hiia 
with misrepresenting his own Government, an undue condescension 
to that of France, and alleges that he was promoting the views of a 
party in his own country, that were obstructing every measure of the 
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Adrainistratioti, and, bj theiv attachment to Fraaee, were hurrying 
it {if not with desig<n, at least in its coBseijiieiices), into a war with 
Great Britain, in order to favor Francs. He further charges that 
this French party had brought the country to a most degraded and 
humiliating condition ; and that our Minister at Paris had been the 
principal actor in its accomplishment. That he was timid in his de- 
mands of justice, and over zealous in his efforts to conciliate the 
French people, cannot be doubted. But he had a moat difficult part 
to perform. His open reception by the National ConTcntion — the 
fraternal embrace in the midst of shouts and acolamatlon, and hi.s un- 
reaerred declarations of attachment to the French cause, were not at 
all diplomatio. The people of Paria, who were the Government in 
fact, would have conaented to no other kind of reception. Fond of 
exhibition and excitement at all times, they could not let an occasion 
of that sort pass quietly by without considering that they had cast a 
slight on the representative of a sister Eepublie, At the same time, 
the whole nation were thoroughly impressed with the belief that we 
owed our existence to them ; that their timely allianoe had sustained 
our cause against the arms of England, and their powerful influence 
in negotiation had secured our Independence. They were taught 
this lesson not only by their own Government, and the thousands of 
Frenchmen who fought in our armies, but they were taught it by the 
statesmen of America, her orators, her poets, her historians, and alt 
her diplomatic agents abroad. All France was penetrated with a 
belief that we owed them a debt of gratitude that no service could 
repay. Whether right or wrong, suoh was the national faith. They 
were now engaged in a war with the veiy nation from whose tyran- 
nous oppression they had plucked us — their own hereditary enemy 
of a thousand years — a war destructive, vindictive, exterminating. 
So soon, therefore, as it was known that the United States had sent 
an envoy to negotiate a treaty with England, their suspicions were 
awakened. They doubted the sincerity of our declarations of friend- 
ship, and insisted that Mr. Monroe was merely sent to blind and lull 
them into repose, while the real design was a close allianoe with their 
mortal foe. In vain did the Minister declare that no treaty would 
be made with England that would affect the rights of France. There 
is no reasoning in detail with the multitude ; special facta make hut a 
Blight impression, they are governed by broad and universal truths. 
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It was impossible to persuade the French mind that the Uaited 
States meant well in seeking to form a treaty with their eneniiea, 
while they were impressed with the belief that they owed their exist- 
ence, independence, and an immense debt of gratitude to France, 
Whenever Mr. Monroe made a demand for the redress of our many 
gvievonces, he was at once met with the charge of ingratitude, and 
ivas threateaed with tlie displeasure and hostility of France, if the 
treaty then in progress at London should be consummated. So soon ' 
as it was tnowQ that a treaty had been made, and that it had been 
advised by the Senate and ratified by the President, the hostility of 
the Frenoh GoTernmcnt and the indignation of the people knew no 
bounds. The harassing decrees of G-overnment, the depredations 
on American commerce, the atrocious crnelties committed on her 
seamen and eitiaens were worse than if there had been an open decla- 
ration of war ; for then all merchant vessels would have been kept at 
borne. It was declared by the ftovernment that these things were 
done in conseqnence of the British treaty. They now began to draw 
a distinction between the Administration and the people of the United 
States, They imagined that a large majority were friendly to an 
alliance with Trauce. ^fe" first appeal was made by the minister 

idet m the autumn of 1796, with a view of influencing the presiden- 
tnl election Mr Adams was considered as the representative of 
thL Admimstration or English party, and Mr. Jefferson the repre- 

pnt^tive of the Fiench party. The nest occasion on which this 
^jiiit WIS minife ted in tl»e most remarkable degree, was in the 
a mtb of December 1796, by the Directory. When Mr. Monroe 
] 1 osented bis letters of recall, and the letters of credence of General 
Pinckney who the reader knows had been appointed to succeed him, 
he was told that the Directory would not acknowledge nor receive 
another Minister Plenipotentiary from the United States, until after 
the redress of grievances demanded of the American Government, 
and which the French Government had a right to expect from it. 
He was, at the same time, told that this determination allowed to 
subsist between the French Itepublic and the American j)mpk, the 
alfeotion founded upon former benefits and reciprocal interests, and 
that he himself had cultivated this affection by every means in bis 
power. And to his valedictory address, the President of the Execu- 
tive Directory thus replied : — " Mr. Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
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United States of America, by presenting to-daj your letters of recall 
to the Bsecntive Directory, you give to Europe a very strange spec 
taole. France, rieh in her liberty, Burrounded by a train of victories; 
strong in the esteem of her allies, will not abase herself by calcula- 
ting the consequences of the condescension of the AmericaTi Govern' 
ment to the suggestions of her fcrrfnor tyrants. Moreover, the French 
Republic hopes that the suceesaors of Columbus, Kaleigh, and Pena — 
always proud of their liberty — toUl iiffoer forget that they owe it lo 
Frafwe, They wiU weigh in their wisdom the mttgnanimowB benevo- 
lence of the French people, with the crafty caresses of certain perfidi- 
ous persons who meditate bringing them bact to their former slavery. 
Assure the good American people, sir, that, like them, we adore 
liberty ; that they will always have our esteem, and that they will 
find in the French people republican generosity, which knows how 
to grant peace, as it does to cause its sovereignty to be respected." 

While Mr. Monroe was assured that ho had combated for prin- 
ciple^ had known the true interests of his country, and that they 
parted from him with regret, General Pinckney was treated in the 
moat disrespectful manner. In no manner was he recognized in his 
official capacity,— was refused the iisual cards of hospitality on which 
his personal safety depended, and like an ordinary stranger, was left 
wholly to the regulations of the Paris police. And about the first of 
February, 1797, the very day that Bonaparte's brilliant termination 
of the Italian campaigns was announced, he was ordered to quit 
Paris, and fo pass beyond the confines of France. 

The news of the election of Mr. Adams to the presidency, aiTived 
in Paris about the first of Mai'ch. This filled the measui-e of hos- 
tile feelings oa the part of the Directory : they wore now ready for 
aoy extremity. The unfriendly seiitimenta of Mr. Adams wero well 
known in France; and they were cordially reciprocated. Those 
feelings began to develope themselves at an early period. And it ia 
important at this point of our history, that the reader should know 
their origin. 

In the Slimmer of 1780 Mr. Adams was i» Paris, charged with 
three distinct commissions from the Congress of the Confederation ; 
first, to take a share in any future negotiations for peace ; second, 
to conclude a treaty of commerce with Groat Britain ; third, to re- 
present iJie United States at the Court of London. At that time 
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1 dwas hfehhp f Ij tn h It d I Atthis 

aj n tu M Ad m p I d t m k k wn t th C urfc of 
London that he held a cofflmissiou to conclude a treaty of commerce 
with Great Britain, and to represent the United States at tke Court 
of London. As he was req^uired to do, he consulted the Count de 
Yergennes on the subject. That nobleman, tke Secretary for Foreign 
Affaira, ridiculed it as an ill-timed and visionary proposition. To 
be solicitous about a treaty of commerce, before independence was 
established, he thought was like being busy about furnishing a bouse 
before the foundation was laid. He told Mr. Adams that the Bri- 
tish ministry would consider tke eommuiiioation as ridioulous, and 
would either return no answer, or an insolent one, 

Mr. Adams still insisted on the propriety of kia course, entered 
into an elaborate argument to prove it, and was very intemperate in 
kis language and insinuations as to the motives of France, and 
showed an overweeniag desire either to figure kimself in the Court 
of London, or to form a olose commercial alliance with England as 
the best means of seeuring independence to kia country. He evi- 
dently showed no disposition to rely on tke good intentions of France 
in tke business. 

Tke Count de Vergennes at length inclosed a copy of kis cone 
spondence with Mr, Adams, to Dr. Franilin, aeoompinied with these 
remarks: — "You will find, I think, in the letters of thit plempotin 
tiary, opinions and a tone wkich do not correspond eitker witk the 
manner I esplaiued myself to him, or with the intimate connection 
which subsists between tke king and tke United States Ton will 
make tkat use of those pieces which your pniden e alnll suggest 
As to myself, I desire that you will transmit them to Oongiess that 
they may know tke line of conduct which Mr. Adams pursues with 
re"-ai'd to us, and that they may judge whether ke is endowed as 
Congress no doubt desires, mitk t/iot co?icUiatin^ s}nnt which is oe- 
nessary for the important and delicate business witk which ke is at 
trusted," 

The communioation was made to Congress ; and tkat body le- 
spoaded to Mr, Adams, that they did nof doubt his oorrespondenee 
with the Count de Tergennes flowed from his zeal and assiduity in 
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the service of his country, but that the opiniona of that minister were 
well-founded, and that he must be more cautious ia future. Mr. 
Adama never forgot or forgave this insult to his vanity and self-es- 
teem, ■which were ruling traits in liis character. He soon left for 
Holland, where he remained till negotiations for peace had com- 
menced in Paris, in November, 1782, When he arrived on the 
scene of action, Mr. Jay and Dr, Franklin, two of the as.sociate com- 
missioners, had made considerable progress in the negotiation. The 
whole matter was talked over to him, and he very soon displayed his 
suspicions of the sinceiity and motives of France. In his correspond- 
ence he thus writes : — " Paris, Nov, 1782, When I speak of this 
(Prenoh) Coort, I know not that any other minister (Count de Vur- 
gennes) is included than that of Foreign Aifaira. A whole system of 
policy is now as glaring as the day which j erhips Congress ind the 
people of America have little suspiiion of The evidence now lesulte 
from a large view of all our Europein negotiations The same prin 
ciple and the same system have been unit rmly pursue! fitm the 
beginning of my knowledge in Eiirope m Apiil 177^ to this hour 
In substance it has been this :— In assistance aftorded us in ntval 
force and in money, to keep us from luecumbing md nothin^ inoie 
To prevent na from ridding ourselves whrllj of oui mcmies and 
from growing rich and powerful ; T> pi event us fiom ohtainLD§ ac 
knowladgments of our independenci, bv other foieign powers and 
from acquiring consideration in Euiope oi any advantage in the 
peace, but what is expressly stipulate i m the treities To deprive 
113 of the Grand Fishery, the Mississippi river the Western linds 
and to saddle ns with the tories." The friends of Mi Adims even 
went so far aa to say, that Dr. Franklin favored oi did not oppose 
the designs of France against the United States ■ind that it was 
entirely owing tfl the firmness, sagacity and iisinterestedness of Mr 
Adams, with whom Mr. Jay united that wp had iht^ined those im 
portant advantages. Br. Franklin, in allusion to this subject sais 
" He (Mr, Adams) thinks the French minister one of the gieitest 
enemies of our country ; that he wtuld have straitened oui hounda 
ries, to prevent the growth of our peojle contracted our fishery to 
obstruct the increase of our seamen ind ittained the royal sts 
amongst us, to keep us divided ; that he piivately apposed all our ne 
gotiations with foreign courts, and tffoided us duringthewu the as 
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sistance we received, only to keep it alive, that we might be ao muoh 
tlie more weakened by it ; that to think of gratitude to France is the 
greatest of follies, aad that to be influenced by it would ruin us. He 
makes no secret of his having these opinions — expresses them pub- 
licly, sometimes in presence of the English ministers, and speal^ of 
hundreds of instances, which he could produce in proof of them. If 
I were not oonvinoed of the real inability of this Court to furnish the 
further supplies we asked, I should suspect these discourses of a per- 
son in his station might have influenced the refusal — (at that very 
moment, the king of France had postponed hia own creditors, that he 
might furnish means to sustain the credit of the United States ;) — 
but I think they have gone no further than to occasion a suspicion, 
thai w have a considerable party of anti^Gallicans in .imerica, 
who are not tories, and consequently, to produce some doubts of the 
continuance of our friendship. As such doubts may hereafter have 
a bad effect, I think we cannot taie too much care to remove them ; 
and it is, therefore, I write this to put yon on your guard (believ- 
ing it my duty, though I know I hazard by it a mortal enmity), and 
to cautiou you respecting the insinuations of this gentleman against 
this Court, and the instances he supposes of their iU will to us, which 
I take to be as imaginary as I know his fancies to be, that Count de 
Yergennes and myself are continually plotting against him, and em- 
ploying the newa-writers of Europe to depreciate his character. But 
aa ShaJcapeare says, " Trifles light as air," &c. I am persuaded, 
however, that he means well for hia country, is always an honest 
man, often a wise one, but sometimes, and in some things, absolutely 
out of hia senses." 

Thia waa the man elected President of the United States. Such 
were the opinions and sentiments entertained by him in regard to 
France, which time and the revolution in that country had only de- 
veloped and strengthened. 

So soon as this election was known, and avowedly in consequence 
of it, the Executive Directory, on the 2d of March, 1797, decreed 
that the treaty concluded on the sixth of February, 1778, between 
France and the United States, was modified of full right by that 
which had been concluded at London on the nineteenth of November, 
1794, between the United States of America and England; and in 
conseijuence thereof, decreed further, that all merchandise of the 



b/ Google 



102 LIFE OF JOHN RANDOLPH. 

enemy's, all merchandise not suf6.6ieiitly aaoertamed to bs neutral, 
oonvejed under American flags, stall be confiaeated ; that every 
thing wliioli serves directiy or indirectly to the arming and equipping 
of vessels, shaO he contraband — that every American who shall hold 
a eommission from the enemies of Prance, as well as every seaman of 
that nation, composing the crew of the ships and vessels, shall, by 
this fact alone, be declared piratical, and treated as such, without 
suffering the party to establish that the act was the oonsequence of 
threats or violence ; that every American ship shall be deemed a 
lawful prize, which shall not have on board a biU of lading {role 
d'equipage) ia due form, according to the plan annexed to the treaty 
of the sixth of Februai'y, 1778. This was in fact a declai-ation of 
war in disguise. It was so intended. The G-ovemment avowed their 
determination toflm» the American citizens of their property, to a 
sufficient degree to bring them to their feeling in the only nerve in 
which it was presumed their sensibDity !ay, which was their pecuniary 
interest 

When Mr. Adams was inaugurated on the fourth of March, 1 797, 
be was ignorant of this decree ; be only knew that General Pinckney 
had been refused credence as Minister Plenipotentiary, and had been 
ordered to leave France. 

Notwithstanding this, he espres d d reconciliation. 

Meeting with Mr. Jefferson, who had m Ph 1 delphia to take 

upon himself the duties of Vice-P d to h h oflioe he had 
just been elected, Mr. Adams entered m d !y an esplanation 
of the situation of our affairs with Fr d L d nger of rupture 

with that nation, a rupture which w Id I h attachments of 

this country ; that he was impressed h h ty of an. imme- 

diate mission to tbe Directory, and hi 1 d d end one, which, 
by its dignity, should satisfy France, and by its selection from the 
three great divisions of the continent, should satisfy all parts of the 
United States ; in short, that ho had determined to join Gerry and 
Madison to Pinckney, and be requested Mr. Jefferson to consult Mr, 
Madison for him. On tbe sixth <^ March, when Mr. Jefferson re- 
ported the result of his negotiation with Mr. Madison, the President 
replied, that, on consultation, some objections to that nomination had 
been raised, which he had not contemplated; the subject was then 
dropped, and never ailerwards resumed. The consultation alluded 
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to was with Pickering, Wulcott, MoHenry and Lee, tlie iate Cabi- 
net of General Washington, wtich he had transmitted entire to hia 
auooesfior. The feelings and opinions of those gentlemen are well 
known to the readoi So that the kind iutentions of Mr, Adams, in 
the first enthusiasm ot ofhce, towards the Kepubliean party, and his 
spirit of conoiliation towaids France, were soon dissipated by the 
advice of his oounsclloia In leas than three weeks from this date, 
the President a proclamation was issued, requiring an extraordinary 
sossiou of Congiess to be convened on the fifteenth day of May. 

It is obvious that the President was advised to this measure, and 
that the design of his advisers was to procure, if not a declaration of 
war, at least the enactment of such strong retaliatory measures as 
would lead to that result. There could have been no other motive 
in convening the legislative department at that unusual season ; and 
when the decree of the 2d of March was made known, there was no 
other alternative left to the Administration. The President might 
have dismissed his ministers, and taken into his Cabinet such men as 
Madison, Gallatin and Gerry. With their advice he could have sent 
to France, as he proposed at first, such envoys as would at once have 
satisfied that nation, smothered every asperity, caused the repeal of 
every obnoxious decree and the institution of a tribunal to tiy all 
questions of dispute between the two nations But nit choosing to 
follow this course thue was no alternitive in the line ot policy to 
be pursued but war or disgrace 

The Pieeidcnta opening speech on the 17th of May was consid 
ered by his tiiends safli&iently spirited After -?ning a historj f 
the rejection if the Ameiican Minister by the Executive Dnci.torj, 
and the indignit es offeied to the nation through him he thus pio 
ceeSa : "With this conduct of the French Government it will be 
proper to take into view the public audience given to the late Minis- 
ter of the United States on his taking leave of the Executive Direc- 
tory — the speeeh of the President discloses sentiments more alarm- 
ing than the refusal of a Minister, because more dangerous to our 
independence and union ; and at the same ti^e studiously marked 
with indignities towards the Government of the United States : it 
evinces a disposition to separate the people of the United States from 
the Government, to persuade them that tbeyhiive different affections, 
principles, and interests, from those of their fellow-citizens whom they 
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themBelves bave ehosen to manage their oomruon coueems ; and thus 
to produce divisions fatal to our peace. Such attempts ought to be 
repelled with a decision which shall coavince France and the world, 
that we arc not a degraded people, humiliated under a colonial spirit 
of fear and sense of inferiority, fitted to be the miserable instruments 
of foreign influence, and regardless of national honor, character, and 
interest" 

While he intended to make another effort to adJMt all our clifFer- 
ences with France by amicable negotiation, the threatening aspect of 
affairs rendered it his indispensable duty to recommend to the con- 
sideration of Congi'ess effect-ual ^neasitres if defence. " The present 
situation of our countrj," says he, in conclusion, " imposes an obliga- 
tion on all the departments of G-oyernment to adopt an explicit and 

decided conduct It is impossible to conceal from ouraelyes, or 

the world, what has been before observed, that endeavors have been 
employed to foster and establish a division between the Gfoyernment 
and the people of the United States. To investigate the causes 
which have encouraged this attempt is not necessary ; but to repel, 
by decided and united councils, insinuations so derogatory to the 
honor, and aggressions so dangerous to the constitution, union, and 
even independence of the nation, is an indispensable duty Con- 
vinced that the conduct of this G-overnment has been just and impar- 
tial to foreign nations ; that those internal regulations which have 
been established by land for the preservation of peace, are in their 
nature proper, and that they have been fairly executed ; nothing will 
ever be done by me to impair the national engagements, to innovate 
upon principles which have been so deliberately and uprightly estab- 
lished, or to svkrender in any inrntner the rights <rf the Gove}-nment." 

This energetic speech of the President was not responded to by 
the Representatives in the same spirit. The original draft of the 
address intending to be fully responsive to the speech, contained the 
following clause : " Knowing as we do the confidence reposed by the 
people of the United States in their Gfoverument, we cannot hesitate 
in expressing our indignation at the sentiments disclosed by the 
President of the Bseontive Directory of Prance in his speech to the 
Minister of the United States. Such sentiments serve to discover 
the imperfect knowledge which Prance possesses of the real opinions 
of our constituents." This very pointed and spirited pai-agraph was 
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stricken out by a vote ai fm-ty-dght to forty-six , and the following 
substituted in its place : " Any Bentiments tending to derogate from 
the confidence ; such sentiments, wherever entertained, serre to evince 
an imperfect knowledge of the real opinion of our constituents," 

The address contained the following paragraph : " We there- 
fore receive, with the utmost satisfaction, your information that a 
fresh attempt at negotiation will he instituted; and we cherish the 
hope that a mutual spirit of conciliation, and a disposition on the 
part of the United States to place France on grounds similar to those 
of other countries, in their relation and connection with us, if any 
irregularities shall be found to exist, will produce an accommodation 
oonipatible with the engagements, rights, duties, and honor of the 
United States." A motion was made to strike out the latter part of 
this clause, in regard to France. It was negatived by a vote of 
forty-^ine \xtjifty. Thus it seems that there were forty-nine mem- 
bers opposed to placing France on similar grounds to those of other 
countries, in their relation and connection with us, 

A motion was then made to strike out the whole paragraph. 
OiAy forty-one voted for this proposition ; so that there were at least 
that many opposed to any fai'ther negotiation, or conciliation with 
France. 

A motion was made to strike from the address the following pa- 
ragraph ; " Believing, with you, that the conduct of the Government 
has been just and impartial to foreign nations ; that the laws for 
the preservation of p h 1 n p p and that they have been 
fairly executed, the p ntat s f th p jple do not hesitate to 
declare, that they w II g th n t dial support to the execu- 
tion of principles s ! ! b at ly nd p ightly established." This 
motion was made by M G-allat n wh nas a native of Geneva, and 
spoke English with a y b k n a cent It was opposed by Mr. 
Alien, who said he was ur u h a m t n ould never pass while 
there was a drop oi An n a bl d n th House, and an American 
ameia to say no. Fm yjioe v t 1 t st ik out, thereby espressing 
their belief that the Government had not been just and impartial to 
foreign nations — that laws proper for the preservation of peace had 
not been enacted, nor fairly executed. 

The House of Eepreaentatives was composed of one hundred 
members, leaving out the Speaker; ninety-nine remained to vote on 
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all questions. Fi% made the majority, Thua the readier will per 
oeive that a very large and powerful minority were opposed to all 
the measures of the administration. Much the larger portion of its 
friends were desirous of no further attempts at negotiation with 
Eranoe, and were prepared to push matters to the extremity of war ; 
but the two or three timid, vacillating, and as it was asserted, venal men, 
necessary to make the majority, could not be relied on. All the la- 
bors of Congress, after a two months' session, resulted in a perfect 
abortion. A few insignificant acta of a defensive character were 
passed, hut nothing, energetic or decisive was done. 

The republican partv, or French partisans as they were called, 
were reproaohod for this failure Generil Washiot^ou had long be 
fore said they weie the friends of wii and confusion it wis now 
asserted that they were piepaied to sacrifi:,e the mdependenue of 
their own country to the ambition of Fiance Had it been meiely 
a subject of foieign policy that divided them frim the admimatra 
tion, it might he t. question hiw fai they weie justified m giving the 
leist oountenince to the indignities and the atrocities of the Brenoh 
Gevernmpnt But it must be remembeied that great principlps, 
deep and radical, nit only lu regird to th" interpietation of the 
Constitution but the bisis and design of all government divided 
them flora the jirty of the administration They weie firmly im 
pressed with the belief th'it the latter desired to absorb all th» pow 
ers distributed among the States, and left to the people, into the 
federal head; to concenti'ate them in the Executive, and then to con- 
solidate and confirm these usurpations by a close alliance with Great 
Britain, whose government and policy were to be taken as a model 
for our owu ; and that all their measures, the British treaty, disgrace 
of Randolph, recall of Monroe, and unconoiliating temper towards 
France, were taken with a view to the consummation of these great 
designs. Thus impressed, it could not be expected that those men 
would yield to the policy of the administration. The lasting welfare 
of the countiy was of more importance than the removal of a mere 
temporary shadow that overhung the shield of its fame. They saw 
the administration in a dilemma ; they did not consider it their duty 
to estrioate them from it, that they might pursue measures detri- 
mental to the interests of the country. 

Mr. Adams never pursued any well-digested plan of any sort. 



b/ Google 



MR, ADAMS ELECTED PRESIDENT. JflT 

He was the creature of iiapulBe. His first impulse, as we have seen, 
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Q I pi b t th aj t f th 

precisely such men as were the least agreeable to the Directory, It 
was jast as well known to Barras, Merlin, and Talleyrand, as it was 
to Gallatin, Madison, and Jefferson, that the administration were in 
a difficulty from which fhey could not easily escape. They saw 
plainly from the proceedings and the debates of Congress, that Mr. 
Adams would be compelled to yield to the republican party, or make 
war on France, and ally himself with England, or retire in disgrace. 
A waj with France, and a consequent alliance with England, they 
knew would not be attempted witk so formidable an opposition as 
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the late Oongreaa tad displayed Tkey had cveiy leason to aspect, 
that by a steady resistance to the o;ertuies of the administration, 
they would finally secure a triumph to then fi lends ib America. 
GoverBraeiits are conducted bj men men are influeneed by human 
moti¥es, too often by the basest passions and preiudice'* — (Qnam 
paiva Bapientia regitur mundua ) Judging fi im these piemises, it 
was piepnsterous in Mr. Adania to suppose thit Lis embd'-sy would 
be received by the Directory m any other than the haughtiest 
spirit The defeat of such a mission must h^ye been foreseen from 
the beginning. Pickering, Woloott and Company had too much 
political sagacity not to have antieipited it And perhips it is not 
unchaiitable to suppose, that it was projected with the view cf creat- 
ing additional causes of irritation on the pait if Fiance 



CHAPTEE XIX. 

THE X. Y. Z. BUSINESS. 

The envoys arrived in Paris about the first of October, 1797. On 
the a^lvth thoy were introduced to the minister, M, Talleyrand, and 
produced their letters of credence. The minister informed them 
that he was engaged in preparing for the Executive Directory, a 
report relative to the situation of the United States ■with regard to 
Prance ; and that when it waiS finished he would let them know what 
steps were to follow. They then retired with the promise that cards 
of hospitality, in a style suitable to their official character, should be 
furnished them. No further notice was taken of them for ten days. 
Thoy complained to unofficial persona that they had been treated 
with great slight and disreapect since their arrival. Talleyrand, on 
the other hand, complained that they had not been to see him. He 
sent his private secretary, Mr. Z., to wait on them. They had not 
yet been received by the Directory ; and, of course, their Minister of 
Foreign Affairs could not recognize them publicly as ambassadors. 
But he did all in his power to do : he sent his secretary, who in- 
formed them that M. Talleyrand, Minister of Foreign Relations, 
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professed to be well disposed towards tie United States j bad ex- 
pected to have seen the American Ministers frecjiiently in their pri- 
vate capacities ; and to have conferred with them individually oa the 
objects of their mission ; and had authorized him to make the com- 
munication. This, from the circumstances in which the parties were 
placed, seems not to have been an nnreasoaable expectation oa the 
part of M. Talleyrand. But two of the envoys excused themselves 
on the ground of etiquette. General Plnckney and General Marshall 
expressed their opinion, that, not being acquainted with M. Talley- 
rand, they could not, with propriety, call on him ; hut that, accord- 
ing to the custom of France, he might expect this of Mr.' Gerry, from 
a previous acquaintance in America. This Mr, Gerry reluctantly 
complied with, and appointed a day for an interview. While thus 
standing off in this ceremonious manner, and unrecognized by the 
Government, our envoys had some strange adventures. In the 
morning of October the eighteenth, Mr. W * * * *, of the house 
of********, called on General Pinokney, and informed him that 
a Mr. X. who was in Paris, and whom the General had seen, * * * * 

* " * *, was a gentleman of considerable credit and reputation, * * * 
*****, and that we might place great reliance on him. In the 
evening of the same day, Mr. X., the gentleman so mysteriously an- 
nounced, called on General Pinekuey, and after having sat some 
time, whispered him, that he had a message from M. Talleyrand to 
communicate when he was at leisure. General Pinckney immediately 
withdrew with him into another room ; and when they were alone 
Mr, X, said, that he was charged with a business ia which he was a 
novice ; that he had been acquainted with M, TaJIeyrand, **•*•• 

* * * *, and that he was sure he had a great regard for America 
and its citizens ; and was very desirous that a reconciliation should 
be brought about with France ; that to effectuate that end, he was 
ready, if it was thought proper, to suggest a plan, confidentially, that 
M. Talleyrand expected would answer the purpose. General Pinok- 
ney said lie would be glad to hear it. Mr, X. replied, that the Di- 
rectory, and particularly two of the members of it, were exceedingly 
irritated at some passages of the President's speech at the opening 
of Congress in May, and desired that they should be softened ; and 
that this step would be necessary previous to our reception ; that, 
besides this, a sum of money was required for the pocket of the Di' 
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I'ectoi'y and ministors (about fifty thousand pounds sterling), which 
would be at the disposal of M. Taileynind ; and that a loan would 
also he insisted on. Mr. X. said, if we acceded to these measures, 
M. Talleyrand had no doubt that all our difficulties with Franco 
might he accommodated. At the same time, he said his communi- 
cation was not immediately with M. Talleyrand, but through another 
gentleman, in whom M. Talleyrand had great confidence. 

Nest day Mr. X., and Mr. Y-, the eonfldeutial friend alluded 
to, called on the envoys. Mr. Y., having been introduced as tUe con 
fid entiah friend ofM. Talleyrand, commenced the conversation, and 
proceeded pretty much in the same strain as Mr. X. on the day prs' 
ceding. He said the minister could not see them himself, as they 
Lad not been received by the Directory, but had authorized his friend 
Mr. Y. to communicate certain propositions, and to promise on his 
part, that if they could be considered as the basis of the proposed 
negotiation, he would intercede with the Directory to acknowledge 
them, and to give them a public audience. Mr. Y. stated explicitly 
and repeatedly that he was clothed with no authority ; that he was 
not a diplomatic character ; that he was not •**»»***! he was 
only the friend of M Tilleyrind and trusted by him. He then 
read the parts of t! P d nt p ech that were objectionable, and 
dilated very much p n th L nness of the resentment it had pro- 
duced, itud espatiat 11a g ly n the satisfaction he said was indis- 
pensably necessai-y as a p el m na y to negotiation. " But," said he, 
" gentlemen, I will n t d -u se f n you that this satisfaction being 
made, the essential part of the tieaty remains to be adjusted : II faiit 
de I'argent — ii faut beaucoup d'argent ;" ijoa must pay money — you 
mitst pay a great deal of money. He said that the reception of the 
money might be so disguised as to prevent its beiag considered a 
breach of neutrality by England ; and thus save us from being em- 
broiled with that power. Concerning the twelve hundred thousand 
livres (£50,000), little was said. 

Next day (October 21st) Mr. X. and Mr. Y. again called on the 
envoys, and commenced their private and unofficial negotiation. It was 
explained more fully, how the loan might be accomplished by the 
purchase of certain Dutch inscriptions held by the French govern- 
ment ; anditwasdelicatelyintimated, thatif the envoys would search 
a little, they might find means to soothe the angry feelings of Mer- 
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liu and Company, and avert tlie demand concerning the President's 

The envoys replied, that the proposition of a loan in the form of 
Dutch inscriptions, or in any other form, was not within the limits 
of their instructions, and that npon this point the Government must 
be consulted ; and one of the American ministers would, for the pur- 
pose, forthwith emhark for America. 

Mr Y semed disappointed at this conclusion. He aaid^the en- 
y ted 1 ey part of the proposition as if'it had proceeded 

f m th D t y whereas, in feet, it did not even proceed from 
ti t b t w only a suggestion from himself, as a substitute 

to b(f p p d by fhem, in order to avoid the painful acknowledg- 
m t th t th D tory had determined to demand, 

Th fh ! gentlemen, X. and Y., who, the euvojs aomitted, 

h d b ^1 1 t t moniala of their speaking any thing from autho- 

tj t d tl visits from day to day, and urged their propo- 

w th 11 th arnestness and eloquence they possessed. They 

1 1 h J tl t France had Just concluded a treaty with the 

Fmp f A t and that the Directory, since this peace, had 

t, k n I h d more decided tone with respect to the United 

Stat d II fh neutral nations, than had been before taken ; 

tl t t h d be 1 termined that ali nations should aid them, or be 

Id 1 t ted as their enemies. They expatiated on the 

p w d 1 f France, urged the danger of our situation, and 

p B. d th 1 1 J f softening them, aud of thereby obtaining time. 

Wh 1 tl t ge conferences were held with men uneouueated 

with the Government, and one a foreigner, Mr. Gerry, on the 28th of 
October, according to appointment, paid his first visit to the minis- 
ter since the day of their presentation. The others, standing on 
etiquette, refused to go. After the first introduction, M, Talleyrand 
began the conference. He said the Directory had passed an arrfete, 
which he offered for perusal, in which they had demanded of the 
envoys an explanation of some jiarts, and a reparation for others, of 
the President's speech to Congress, of the I6th of May last. He 
was sensible, he said, that difficulties would exist on the part of the 
envoys relative to this cfemand ; but that by their ofieriag money, he 
thought he could prevent the effect of the arrfite. It having been 
stated that the envoys had no such power, M. Talleyrand replied, they 
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can iu auoh case take a power on themselves, anil projxtsntl that they 
alundd inake a loan. Mr. Gerrj then stated that the uneasiness of 
the Directory resulting from the President's speech, was a subject 
uncoDnected with the objeots of their mission ; that the powers of 
the envoys, as they conceived, were adec[uate to the discussion and 
adjustment of all points of real difference between the two nations ; 
that they could alter and amend the treaty, or, if necessary, form a 
new one ; that as to a loan, they had no powers whatever to make 
one ; but that they could send one of their number for instructions 
on this proposition, if deemed expedient M. Talleyrand, in answer, 
said he should be glad to confer with the other envoys individually ; 
but that this matter about the money must be settled directly, with- 
out sending to America; that he would not communicate the arrfite 
for a week ; and that if they could adjust the matter about the 
speech, an application would, nevertheless, go to the United States for 
a loan. In this private interview between M. Talleyrand and one of 
the envoys, that minister intimates that a loan will be asked, and will 
be expected to be granted on the part of the United States ; but not 
the slightest allusion is made to a douceur for the use of the members 
of the Directory. 

On the 1 1th of November the envoys transmitted an official letter 
for the first lime to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, in which they 
state tliat his declaration at the time of their arrival, tliat a report 
on American affairs was then preparing, and would, in a few days 
be laid before the Directory, whose decision thereon should, without 
delay, be made known, had hitherto imposed silence on them. For 
this communication they had waited with that anxious solicitude which 
so interesting an event could not fail to excite, and with that respect 
which was due to the government of France. They disclosed tlieir 
fall powers to treat on aU differences between the two nations ; and 
expressed theip anxiety to commence the task of restoring that friend- 
ship, that mutual interchange of good offices, which it was alike their 
wish and their duty to effect between the citizens of the two repub- 
lics. Having received no answer, on the 21st they sent their secre- 
tary to wait on the minister, and ini^uire of him whether he had 
communicated the letter to the Directory, and whether aa answer 
might be. expected. Ho replied that he had submitted the letter, 
and that when he was directed what steps to pursue, they should be 
informed. 
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Oa the 24th of Decemlier tte enTojs wrote to the Secretaiy of 
State, that they had received no answer to their official letter to 
tlie Minister of Foreign Affairs, dated the llti of Novemher ; but 
that reiterated attempts had been laade to engage them in negotia- 
tion with persona not of&cially authorized. Th j t th t t d t 
as their opinion, that if they were to reraaia sis m tl 1 g n 
less they were to stipulate the payment of money d g t 1 1 
of it, in some shape or other, they would not be bl ff t t th 

object of their mission, nor would they even be of& !ly d 

The President of the United States, ia a n ^ t C j, 
Match 19th, 1798, stated that the dispatches f m th n j 
traordinary to the French Eepublic had been d ar n d 

maturely considered, and that he perceived nog df pttn 
that the objects of their mission could be aecompl 1 ! f 

compatible with the safety, honor, or the essent \ nte t f th 
nation. 

On the 27th of January, 1798, the envoys dd d 1 tt t 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, on the subject ot ! t<- 1 w t! 
iaing the capture of neutral vessels, on board of wh h y 1 d 
tions of Great Britain or its possessions should h I I h g 
how incompatible such law was with the right t n t 1 t n 
and the treaty between France and America, it 1 t t d 7 t 
destroy the remaining oommeroe of this country d th p t 1 
hardships to which it would subject the agri It 1 U as 

commercial interests of their countrymen, from t! p 1 t 

tion of the United States. They added, that unl t m 

stances, they could no longer resist the convictio th t th d mJi d 
of France rendered it entirely impracticable to ft t th bj t f 
their mission. On the 19th of February, having d 

to this communication, they sent their secretary f k w f h m 
ister whether he had any response to make. He pi d th t h h 1 
none, as the Directory had taken no order on the bj t At 1 gth 
on the 2rth of February, for the first time si th 1 

Paris, the envoys solicited a personal interview tl bj t f 
their mission. The minister promptly acceded t th q t d 
fixed on the 2d day of March for the intei-view. tl t. tc 
the minister said, that, without doubt, the Di t y w h 1 y 
siuoerely, on the arrival of the envoys, to see a 1 d f d h p 
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tablished between Franoe and the United States, and bad manifested 
tills disposition, by the readiness with which orders for tlieir pass- 
ports were given. That tiie Directory had been extremely wounded 
by the last speech of General Washington, made to Congress when 
about to quit the office of President of the TJnited States ; and by 
the first and last speech of Mr. Adams. That explanations of these 
speeolies were expected aod required of ua. He said, that the ori- 
ginal favorable disposition of the Directory had been a good deal al- 
tered by the coldness and distance ivhioh the envoys had observed. 
That instead of seeing him often, and endeavoring to remove the 
obstacles to a mutual appi-oaoh, timj hod not once waited on him. 
lu this state of things some proof, he said, would be required on the 
part of the United States, of a friendly disposition, previous to a 
treaty with them. The envoys ought to search for, and propose 
some means which might furnish this proof In this he alluded very 
intelligibly to a loan. He said he must exact from the:ji, on the 
part of his Government, some proposition of this sort ; that to prove 
their friendship, there must be some immediate aid, or something 
which niight avail them ; that the principles of reoiproeity would re- 
quire it. This once done, he said, the adjustment of complaints 
would be easy ; that would be matter of inquiry ; and if Fvaooe had 
done wrong, it would be repaired ; but that if this was refused, it 
would iaerease the distance and coldness between the two republics. 
It was replied that the envoys had no poner to raik<, a loan One 
of them, Mr. Gerry, then observed, that the Government of France 
must judge for itself j but that it appeared to hini, th^t a tieaty on 
liberal principles, such as those on which the tieaty of commerce be- 
tween the two nations was first established, would be infinitely more 
advantageous to Prance than the trifling advantages she could de- 
rive from a loan. Such a ti'eaty would produce a fiiendship and at- 
tachment on the part of the United States to France whji,h would 
be solid and permanent, and produce benehta far supeiioi to those of 
a loan, even if they had powers to mike it To thw obifeivatioD, M. 
Talleyrand made no reply. Nor did he expiess any sentiment as to 
the propriety of one of the envoys going home to consult the Gov- 
eraiuent on the espedienoy of giving poweis to negotiate a loan. 
He had already expressed his opinion that they had the power, or 
might assume it, without violating their mstruotions 
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On the 18th of Mavch, 51. Talleyrand addressed a letter to the 
envoys in answer to theirs of the 17th January, lu this he elaho- 
I'atelj reviews the whole oourse of the two Governments, and justifies 
France in every particular. It might appear incredible, bo said, 
(that the Republic, and her alliance, were eanrifioed at the moment 
when she had redoubled her regards for her ally ; and that the cor- 
responding demonstrations of the Federal G-overnment had no other 
object but to keep her, as well aa her Government in a false security. 
And yet it is now known, that, at this very period, iVIr. Jay, 
who had been sent to London solely, as it was then said, to nego- 
tiate arrangements relative to the depredations committed upon the 
American commerce by the cruisers of Great Britain, signed o treaty 
of amity, navigation and coranieroe, the negotiation and signing of 
which had been kept a profound secret at Paris and at Philadelphia. 
Observing that, in this treaty every thing having been calculated to 
turn the neutrality of the United States to the disadvantage of the 
French Republic and to the advantage of England ; that tlie Federal 
Government hav eg la this act made to Great Britain concessions 
the most unheard ot the mo^t incompatible with the interests of the 
United States the most derogatory to the alliance which subsisted 
between the said btites and the French Republic ; the latter was 
peifectly tiee m o dei to a\oid the inconveniences of the treaty of 
London, to avail it'^elf of the preservative means with which the laws 
of nature, the law of nations, and prior treaties furnished it Such 
were the reasons which had produced the decrees of the Directory, of 
which the United States complained. 

He then proceeded to declare that newspapers, known to be under 
the immediate control of the Cabinet, had, since the treaty, redoubled 
their invectives and calumnies against the Eepublio and against her 
principles, her magistrates and her envoys. Pamphlets, openly paid 
for by the minister of Great Britain, had reproduced in every form 
those insults and calumnies. The Government itself was intent on 
encouraging this scandal in its public acts. The Executive Directory 
had been denounced in a speech delivered by the President as en- 
deavoring to propagate anarchy and division within the United Stales 
In fine, he said, one could not help discovering in the tone of the 
speech and of the publications which had just been pointed to^ a 
latent enmity that only wanted an opportunity to break out. Facts 
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bemg thas est%l)lisliei3,it wai disagree able, he saiil, to be obliged to 
think that the instructiona under whicli the comniissioners acted, 
had not been dran n iiji with the sincere intention of 'Attaining pacific 
ends The intentions which he had attnbuted to the Government of 
the United btates were so tittle disguised, that nothing seemed to 
have been neglected it Philadelphia to maniftst them to every eye. 
And it waa probtbly with this view that it was thonght proper to send 
to the French Republic, persona whose opinions and connections were 
too well known to hope from them dispositions sincerely conciliatory. 
Penetrated with the justice of these reflections, and their conse- 
quences, the Executive Directory had authorized him to express him- 
self with all the frankness which became the French nation. It was 
only to smooth the way of discussions that he had entered into the 
preceding explanations. It was with the same view that he declared 
to the commissioners and envoys extraordinary, that, notwithstand- 
ing the kind 6f prejudice which had been entertained with respect to 
them, the Executive Directory was disposed to treat with that one of 
the three whose opinions, presumed to be more impartial, promised, 
in the course of the explanations, more of that reciprocal confidence 
which was indispensible 

To the communication of Talleyrand, the envoys returned a very 
elaborate reply, in whu h they reviewed all the points of difficulty 
raised by him, endeavored to di'.ahuse his mind as to the motives of 
the Govei-nment of the United States, and the prejudices which be 
imagined to exist in the minds of the envoys themselves, and con- 
cluded by declaring that no one of them was autbonEed to take upon 
himself a negotiation indirectly intrusted hy the tenor of their powers 
and instructions to the whole ; nor were there any two of them who 
could propose to withdraw themselves from the task committed to 
them by their G-overnment, while there remained a possibility of per- 
forming it. 

The very day the answer of the envoys was sent to the ministei- 
(3d April) Mr. G-erry received a note from him in which he said : — 
" I suppose that Messrs. Pinckney and Marshall have thought it use- 
ful and proper, in consequence of the intimations given in the end of 
my note of the 28th Ventose last (18th March), and the obstacle 
which their known opinions have interposed to the desired reconcilia- 
tion, to quit the territory of the Republic. On this supposition, I 
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have tlie honor to point out to yon the 5th or 7tli of this decade, to 
resume our reciprooal eonimunications upon the interests of tha 
French Republio and the United States of America." 

Mr. Gerry replied (April 4th), that as his colleagues were expected 
to quit the territory of France, he had no authority to act intheir ab- 
sence. He couid only confer informally, he said, and unaccredited, on 
any subject respecting their mission, and coininunioate to the Gtovern- 
ment of the United States the result of such conferences, being in his 
individual capacity unauthorized to give them an official stamp. 
Nevertheless, every meiwure in his power, he said, and in conformity 
with the duty he owed his country, should be zealously pursued, to 
restore harmony and a cordial friendship between the two republics. 

In consequence of til e above intimation from the miuiater,Messis. 
Marshall and Pinckney soon left Paris, In a letter to the President, 
dated the I6th of April, Mr. Gerry said he had expected his passports 
with his colleagues, but was informed that the Directory would not 
consent to his leaving France ; and, to bring oa an immediate rupture 
by adopting this measure, contrary to their wishes, would bo in his 
mind unwarrantable, and therefore he concluded to remain. 

Thus ended this extraordinary mission ; a conclusion which must 
have been foreseen — must have been anticipated by those who pro- 
jected it. So soon as the dispatches containing those transactions, of 
which the above is intended to be a faithful though suooinot nar- 
rative, were made known to the public, the political barometer at 
once rose to the storm point. At the time of their reception. Con- 
gress was debating the proposition, that it is inexpedient to reswt to 
■war against the French Bepublic. It was expected to be carried by 
a majority of two or three ; but it was now laid aside, and the most 
vigorous war measures introduced. "The most artful misrepresen- 
tations of the contents of those papers," says Mr. Jefferson, April 
6th, "were published yesterday, and produced such a shock in the 
republican mind as had never been since our iDdependence. We 
are to dread the effects of this dismay till their fuller information 
The spirit kindled up in the towns is wonderful. These and New 
Jersey are pouring in their addresses, offering life and fortune. The 
answers of the President are more thrasonic than the addresses. 
Nor is it France alone, but his own fellow-citizens, against whom 
his threats are extended. The delusions, says he, and misrepresen- 
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tatwns which liave miskd so many citizens must bt discountenanced 
hy authority, as weU as hy the citizens at large. At 

present the warliawka talk of Septembrizing, depoitation and the 
exfimpies of quelling sedition set by the Treneh Executive Early 
in April the war party, with passionate exclamafion, declared that 
they would soon pass a eifcizena' bill, an alien bill, and a sedition bill, 
with the view of disfranchising such men as Gallatin, banishing Vol 
ney, CoUot, and other unfortunate Erenchmeii who had taken refuf,e 
in the country, and of silencing Eache, Carey, and other republii'aa 
presses." 

The eseitement spread far and wide among the people. The cry 
was, millions for defence, m)t a ceMfot- tribute. This broad, compre- 
hensive, self-evident proposition to a brave and independent people, 
soon became the watchword of the multitude : mMlions for defence, 
not a cent for trihite. This happy and pithy appeal to the pride of 
- a nation was level to the capacity of all ; every body could under- 
stand it ; and, what was more important, every body could feel it. 
'Twas vain to attempt to reason down this excited feeling of national 
pride. 'Twas vain to tell the people that France bad demanded no tri- 
bute — that OUT envoys had never held but one interview with the minis- 
ter of foreign affairs, and that the only proposition on that occasion was 
the bare suggestion that the United States, as proof of her friend- 
ship, might make a loan to France in her present necessities, by way 
of reciprocity for a similar loan made to us in the war of revolution, 
when oor credit and very existence were dependent on the timely 
aid then estonded to us ; that the demand of tribute was made by a 
couple of swindlers, unconnected with the Government, who bad im- 
posed on the credulity of our envoys, and who, in fact, encouraged 
the intrigue, that they might make political capital, in order to cre- 
ate the very excitement it bad occasioned ; that the only obstacle in 
the way of an amicable settlement of ail our diiferenoes with France 
was the intemperate speeches of the President, the haughty, reserved 
and unconciliatory temper of the envoys themselves ; that Prance had 
only done what she had aright to do according to the laws of nations, 
to show her displeasure to ministers plenipotentiary who were disa- 
greeable to her, who were hostile to her principles, unfriendly to her 
Government, and of such a temper as not to be able to secure her 
confidenoe; that she had only signified her desire that those envoys 
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should depart, and the one in whom she had confidence might remain, 
with whom she was ready to negotiate on terms of the utmost fair- 
ness and ecjnality. 'Twaa Tain to state the plain facta to an eseited 
multitude. Millions for defence, not a cent for tribute, was the ready 
aTid comprehensive answer. The fever was cp, and must run its 
course. The multitwde are not only fond of hroad and comprehen- 
sive phrases that will serve them on all occasions, and save the neces- 
sity of thought, hut they must always have some sign, or outward 
symhol of their feelings. On this occasion the hlaclc cockade of Eng- 
land was mounted as a hadge of hostility to the tH-color of France. 
The handwriting, it was SMd, at the hottom of an address is seen 
hut by few persons ; whereas a cockade will be seen by the whole 
city, by the friends and the foes of the wearer ; it ■v, ill be the visihle 
sign of the sentiments of hia heart, and will prove that he is not 
ashamed to avow those sentiments. Persons who marched to the 
President's house to present their warlike addresses were encouraged 
t9 wear the Ama-ican cockade. Those who dare not designate them- 
selves, they were told, by this lasting mark of resolution, may, indeed, 
walk up Market-street, hnt their part of the prooesaion will only 
serve to recall to our minds the old battered French gasconade — 

" The King of France, with forty thousand men, 
Marched up the hill, and then — marched dow% again." 

Congress, under the war-esoitenient, passed in rapid w 
stamp-act, an excise law, an aet, entering into minute an< 
details, laying a direct tax on lands, slaves, houses, and other pro- 
perty ; two acts authorizing the President to borrow large sums of 
money at usurious interest ; seveml acts authorizing the purchasing 
of vessels, creating a naval araiament, and a navy department in the 
Cfovernment ; acts prohibiting the exportation of arms, and author- 
izing the purchase of cannon, and the fortification of ports and har- 
bors ; acts creating additional regiments in the army, augmenting 
those in existence, and authorizing the President to call out and or- 
ganize a provisioned army of ten thousand m,en, if in his opinion 
there existed an imminent danger of invasion ; acts prohibiting all 
intercourse with France or her dependencies, and authorizing the 
capture of all French armed vessels ; an act making it lawful for the 
President of the ¥nited States to cause all such aliens as he shall 
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judge dangerous to the peace and safety of the Ucited States, or 
shall have reasonahle grounds to suspect are concerned iu any trea- 
sonable ov secret machinations agaiast the Grovernmeat thereof, to 
depart out of tke territory of the United States ; and an act declar- 
ing, that if any person sliall write, print, utter, or publish, or aid in 
the same, any false, scandalous, and malioions writings against the 
G-overnment of the United States, Congi'ess, or the President, with 
intent to defame, or bring them into contempt or disrepute, being 
thereof convicted before any court of the United States, shall be 
punished by fine and imprisonment. To crown all these vast mili- 
tary preparations, Gfeneral Washington was appointed Oommander- 
in-otief of the Army. " We must have your name," said the Presi- 
dent, in a letter to him, " if you will in any way permit us to use it. 
There will be more efficiency in it than in many an army." With- 
out waiting for an aoawer, on the 2d of July he nominated to the 
Senate, " (Jeorge Washington, of Mount Vernon, to be Lieutenant- 
General and Commander-in-chief of all the armies, raised and to be 
raised in the United States." 

Washington accepted the appointment ; and in his reply to the 
President, said : " It was not possible for me to remain ignorant of, 
or indifferent to, recent transactions. The conduct of the Directory 
of Erance towards our country, their insidions hostilities to its Gov- 
ernment, their various practices to withdraw the affections of the 
people from it, the evident tendency of their arts, and those of their 
agents, to countenance and invigorate opposition, their disregard of 
solemn treaties and the laws of nations, their war upon oar defence- 
less commerce, their treatment of our minister of peace, and their 
demands, amounting to tribute, could not fail to excite in me corre- 
sponding sentiments with those which my countrymen had so gene- 
rally expressed in their affectionate addresses to you. Believe me, 
sir, no one can more cordially approve of the wise and prudent mea- 
sures of your administration. They ought to inspire universal oonfi- 
fidence, and will no doubt, combined with the state of things, call 
from Congress such laws and means as will enable you to meet the 
full force and extent of the crisis. Satisfied, therefore, that you have 
sincerely wished and endeavored to avert war, and exhausted to the 
last drop the cup of reconciliation, we can with pure hearts appeal to 
Heaven for the justice of our cause, and may confidently trust the 
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resentment of tie people, the interest of France to the welfare of 
tteir own conntry ; justifying the former, at the espenae of the lat- 
ter ; when every act of their own government is tortured, by oon- 
stmctioiiB they -will not hear, into attempts to infringe and trample 
upnh 'w'h w'dm h when the 

m g ^ V whhwni king to 

in p d hy h pp ved un- 

fa C b H ta g n by the 

h n nd p h country 

a fagwhbgm dtor G-reat 

Britain at the expense ot France , and all tirase who had any agency 
in it, are accused of being under the influence of the former, and her 
pensioners ; when measures are systematically and pertinaciously 
pursued, which must, eTentually, dissolve the tTnion, or produce co- 
ercion ; I say, when these things have become so obvious, ought 
characters who are best able to rescue tlieir country from the pend- 
ing evil, to remain at home? Batlier ought they not to come for- 
ward, and, by theii talents and influence, stand in the breach, 
which such conduct has made on the peace and happiness of this 
cmintry 1" 

By such persuasions as this. General Lee was induced to offer 
himself as a candidate for Oongi'ess in the Westmoreland district — 
Westmoreland, the birth-place of Washington ! On the other hand. 
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found to oppose him. General 'VVaaliington found tho man — that 
man was Patrick Henry. And by him the tremhling old warrior 
was induced to buckle on the harness for his last battle. In a con- 
fidential letter, dated 15th January, 1799, "Washington says: "It 
w lib w t t tm to tt pt t b t th w t p son 
tyuib t dd mtth 1 t tain 

t d q^ui t th p bl d w th f d d 1 ms; 

f th dm t t t t th p pi t ari- 

t d to mb 11 t ni 'is res. 

Id tb top dtwhtm tb th table 

h p 1 y f t ca t b ted U f rtu- 

tely 1 t m !> d I g t t th St t f Virg h t ken 
th 1 d thi pp t I h d t! Si (■ b th con- 

duet of its legislature in the eyes of the world will authorize the es- 
pression. I come now, my good sir, to the object of my letter, which 
is to express the hope, and an earnest wish, that yon will come for- 
ward at tiie ensuing 1 f n ('f n t f ngr wh' h y may 
think would take you t lngfmhn)aa and d t f epre- 
sentative in tho Gfen al A n biy t th C nun w alth Tour 
weight of ohai'acter Ifl tb.Hu fFj ntatiTCS 

would be a bulwark ga n t hi u t m nt a de- 

livered there at present It w ild 1 lly p int f th t nid, 

and an attraction for thewaveimg. In awoid, I ooncene it to be of 
immense importance, at this crisis, that you should he there ; and I 
would fain hope that all minor considerations will be made to yield 
to the measure." AU minor ooasiclerationa were made to yield ; and 
the old veteran, bowed with age and disease, was announced as a can- 
didate to represent the county of Charlotte in the General Assembly 
of Virginia. Powhatan Boiling was the candidate for Congress, on 
the federal side ; he waa opposed by John Eandolph. On March 
court day, Patrick Henry and John Randolph met, for the first time, 
on the hustings. at Charlotte Court House— -the one the champion 
of Uie Federal — the other the champion of the KepuUiean cause. 



b/ Google 



LIFE OF JOHN RANDOLPH. 



CHAPTER XX. 



PATRICK HENRY. 



Patbjok Henry, tte advocate of the Alien and Sedition Laws, the 
defender of federal measures leading to consolidation ! Let the 
reader look back and contemplate his course in the Virginia Con- 
vention, called to ratify the Constitution — Jet him hear tlie eloquent 
defence of the Articles of Confederation, which had borne vs safely 
through so many perils, and which needed only amendment, not 
annihilation — let him witness the ardent devotion to the State gov- 
ernment aa the bulivarli: of liberty— the uncompromising opposition 
to the new Government, its consolidation, its destruction of State 
independence, its awful squinting towards monarchy — let him behold 
the vivid picture drawn by the orator of the patriot of seventh-sis;, 
and the citizen of eigkty-eigM ; then it was liberty, give me liberty ! 
now the cry was energy, energy, give me a strong and energetic 
government — then let him turn and see the same man, in little more 
than ten years, stand forth, his prophecies all tending to rapid fulfil- 
ment, the advocate of the principles, the defender of the measures 
that had so agitated his mind and awakened his fears — let the reader 
meditate oa these things, and have charity for the mutations of 
political opinion in his own day, which he so often unfeelingly 
denounces. 

It is true that Patrick Henry had been in retirement since the 
adoption of the new Constitution, and had no part in the organization 
of those parties which had arisen under it, but it is certain that they 
took their origin in those principles which on the one side he so elo- 
quently defended, and on the other so warmly deprecated. Federal- 
ist and Kepublican were names unknown in his day ; but from his 
past history no one could mistake the inclination of his feelings, or 
the conclusions of his judgment on the great events transpiring 
around him. Up to 1795 he was known to be on the republican side. 
In a letter, dated the 27th of June in that year, he says: " Since the 
adoption of the present Constitution I have generally moved in a 
narrow circle. But in that I have never omitted to incuteate a strict 
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adherence to the principles of it AlthougJi a democrat ■ 

myself, I like not the late democrafi:, societies. As little do I like 
their suppression by law." On inofter occasion he writes : " The 
treaty (Jay's treaty) is, in my opinion a yery bad one indeed .... 
Sure I am, my first principle is, that from tke British we have every 
thing to dread, when opportunities of oppressing us shall offer." 
He then proceeds to express his concern at the abusive manner in 
which his old commander-in-chief was treated; and that his long and 
great services were not remembered as an apology for his mistakes 
in an office to which he was totally unaccustomed. 

A man of his talentSj his eloquence, his weight of character and 

fl th State, was well worth gaining over to the side of the 

d t t Some of the first characters in Virginia undertook 

t mpl h th t end. Early in the summer of 1794, General Lee, 

th g f Virginia, and commander-in-chief of the forces 

d d t ^ inst the whisky insurrection, had frequent and 

t f es with him on public affairs. He was at first very 

mp t bl It seems that the old man had been informed that 

G- IW hin^ton, in passing through the State on his return from 

th =! tl th summer of 1791, while speaking of Mr. Henry on 

1 considered him a factious and seditious character. 

G 1 L dertook to remove these impressions, and combated 

hi p oundless ; but his endeavors were unavailing. He 

d t b d ply and sorely affected. General Washington de- 

t tl h All he had siud on the occasion alluded to was, 

th i 1 h d h d Mi. Heniy was acquiescent in his conduct, and 

th t th i,h h onld not give up his opinion respecting the Consti- 

t y t 1 he should be called upon by official duty, he would 

[ t ment unfriendly to the exercise of the powers of a 

government, which had been chosen by a majority of the people. 

It was a long time before General Lee had an opportunity of 
communicating to Mr. Henry the kind feelings of Washington to- 
wards him. In June, 1795, about a year after the subject had been 
broached to him, Mr. Henry writes : " Every insinuation that taught 
me to believe I had forfeited the good will of that personage, to 
wliom the world had agreed to ascribe the appellation of good and 
great, must needs give me pain ; particularly as he had opportunities 
of knowing my character both in public and in private life. The inti- 
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mation aow given me, tliat there was no ground to believe I htid 
incurred Hs censure, gives very great pleasure." In iuoiosing Mr. 
Henry's letter to General Washington for perusal, Lee thus writes 
(17th July, 1795) : " I am very confident that Mr, Henry possesses 
the highest and truest regard for you, and that he oontinues friendly 
to the general Government, notwithstanding the unwearied eftorts 
applied for the end of uniting him to the opposition ; and I must 
think he would be an important official aoquisition to tlie Govern- 

One month and two days from this date (19th August} as the 
reader remembers, Edmund Eandolph resigned the office of Secre- 
tary of State, On the 9th of October it was tendered to Patrick 
Henry. In his letter of invitation General Washington stated that 
the office had been offered to others ; but it was from a conviction 
that he would not accept it. But in a conversation with General 
Lee, that gentleman dropped sentiments that made it less doubtful, 
" I persuade myself, sir," said the President, " it has not escaped 
your observation that a crisis is approaching that must, if it cannot 
be arrested, soon decide whether order and good government shall 
be preserved, or anarchy and confusion ensue," 

This letter of invitation was inclosed to Mr. Carrington, a confi- 
dential friend of Washington, with instructions to hold it back till 
be could hear from Colonel Innis, to whom the attotney-generalahip 
had been offered, Btit on consultation with Genera] Marshall, ano- 
ther confidential friend, they were so anxious to make an impression 
on ^triok Henry, and gain him oyer, if possible, by those marks of 
confidence, that they disobeyed orders, reversed the order in which 
the letters were to be sent, and dispatched Mr, Henry's first, by ex- 

"In this determination we were governed," say they, " by the fol- 
lowi?:g reasons." (We give the reasons entire, that the leader may 
see that great men and statesmen in those days were influenced by the 
same motives they are now, and that men are the same in every age.) 
" First, his non-acceptance, from domestic considerations may be cal- 
culated on. In this event, be his sentimenta on either point what 
they may, he will properly estimate your letter, and if he has any 
asperities, it miist tend to soften them, and render him, instead of a 
silent observer of the present tendency of things, in flome degree 
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active on the aide of gOYernment and order. Secondly, should he 
feel a,n inclination to go into the ofG,ce proposed, we are confident — 
very confident — he has too high a sense of honor to do so vfitK senti- 
ments hostile to either of the points in view. This we should rely 
on, upon general grounds ; hnt under your letter a different conduct 
is, we conceive from our knowledge of Mr, Henry, impossible. 
Thirdly, we are fidly persuaded that a more deadly blow could not 
be given to the faction in Virginia, and perhaps elsewhere, than that 
gentleman's acceptance of the office in question, convinced as we are 
of the sentiments he must carry with him. So much have the op- 
posera of government held him up as their oracle, even since he haa 
ceased to respond to them, that any event demonstrating hia active 
support to government could not but give the party a severe ahock," 
A very good reason for disobeying instructions, and making the 
first demonstration on ao important a personage. Mr. Henry did not 
accept the appointment, but the impression intended to he made was 
nearly as complete as the parties intended. 

-' It gives us pleasure to find," says Mr. Carrjngton, " that 
althoagh Mr. Henry is rather to he understood as probably not an 
approver of the treaty, hia conduct and sentiments generally, both as 
to the government and yourself, are such as we calculated on, and that 
he received your letter with impresssions which assure ua of his dis- 
countenancing calumny and disorder of every description." 

Th ffr t ra m t m how got wind, aud came to the 

t th 1 1 f th f t they were designed to oi'ush. I.n a 

I tt(, dl d t M d t d July 10th, 1796, Jefi'erson a^ya : 
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commensurate to tho duties of the office, but let fall no exp e s on 
that conld indicate his present political inclinations. 

Early in January, 1799, soon after the passage of th la ns 

declaring the alien and sedition laws nnconstitntional, and b fo he 
had received the letter from Washington urging him to become a can- 
didate for the Virginia legislature, Patrick Henry, in writing to a 
friend, thus expresses himself: " Tliere is much cause for lamenta- 
tion over the present state of things in Virginia. It is possible that 
most of the individuals who compose the contending factions are sin- 
cere, and aot from honest motives. But it is more than probable 
that certain leaders meditate a change in government. To effect this, 
I see no way (.0 practicable as dissolving the confederacy ; and I am 
free to own that, in my judgment, most of the measures lately pur- 
sued by the opposition party directly and certainly lead to that end. 
If this is not the system of the party, they have none, and aot ex- 
tempore." 

In February following, tho President nominated Mr, Henry as 
one of the Envoys Extraordinary and Ministers Plenipotentiary to 
the French Republic. Perhaps the very day he appeared before the 
people at Charlotte Court, he held the commission in his pocket. In 
his letter declining the appointment, he says : " That nothing short 
of absolute nece^ity could indiice me to withhold my little aid from 
■ an administration whose abOities, patriotism, and virtue, deserve the 
gratitude and reverence of all their fellow-citizens." 

In March, dghty-m/ne.^ Deoius said, Ixnant to crush that antv- 
fedr^oi chamjnon — the cunning and deceitful Cromwell, who, ■ under 
the guise of amendment, seeks to destroy the Constitution, break up 
the confederacy, and reign the tyrant (^ poptdarity over his own de- 
voted Virginia. In niTtety-nine^ we find this anti-federal champion 
veered round to the support of doctrines he once condemned, and 
given in his allegiance to an administration, which a majority of his 
countrymen had declared, and all those who had followed him as 
their oracle declared, was rapidly hastening the G-ovemment into 
consolidation and monarchy. 

Let no' man boast of his consistency. Such is the subtlety of 
human motives, that, like a deep, unseen under-current, tliey uncon- 
sciously glide ns into a position to-day different from that we occu- 
pied yesterday, while we perceive it not, and stoutly deny it. 
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Patrick Henry for years was sorely afflicted with the belief that 
the greatest and best of mankind considered him a,factimis and sedi- 
tious character ; to disabuse the mind of Washington, whose good 
opinion al! men desired — to jnatifj the flattering attentions of those 
distinguished men who had assiduously cultJTated his society and 
correspondence, and showered bright honors on his head, he uncon- 
sciously receded from his old opinions, and embraced doctrines 
which he had, with the clearness and power of a Hebrew prophet, 
portrayed and made bare in all their naked deformity. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

COURT — THE EISIKG ASU THE SE'iTIN'G 5UN, 

It was soon noised abroad that Patrick Henry was to address the 
people at March Cowrfc. Great was the political excitement — still 
greater the anxiety to hear the first orator of the age for the last time. 
They came from far and near, with eager hope depicted on every 
countenance. It was a treat that many had not enjoyed for 
years. Muoh the largest portion of those who fiocked together that 
day, had only heard from the glowing lips of their fathers the won- 
derful powers of the man they were ahovX to see and hear for the first 
time. The college in Prince Edward was emptied not only of its 
students, but of its professors. Dr. Moses Hogue, John H. Kioe, 
Drury Lacy, eloquent men and learned divines, came up to enjoy the 
expected feast. The young man who was to answer Mr. Henry, if 
indeed the multitude suspected that any one would dare venture on 
a reply, was unknown to fame. A. tall, slender, effeminate looking 
youth was he ; light hair, combed back into a well-adjusted cue — pale 
countenance, a beardless chin, bright ijuiok hazel eye, blue frock, buff 
small olothes, and fair-top boots. He was doubtless known to many 
on the court green as the little Jack Randolph they had frequently 
seen dashing by on wild horses, riding a la mode Aiiglais^ from 
Eoanoke to Bizarre, and back from Biaarre to Roanoke. A few 
knew him more intimately, but none had ever heard him speak in 
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public, o!' even suspected that he eould make a speoch. " My fiist 
attempt at public speaking," says he, in a letter to Mrs. Bryan, liis 
niece, " was in oppoaition to Patridi: Henry at Charlotte March Court. 
1799 ; for neither of us was present at the election in April, as Mr. 
Wirt avers of Mr. Henry." The veiy thought of his attempting to 
answer Mr. Henry, seemed to strike the grave and reflecting men of 
the place as preposterous. " Mr. Taylor," said Col, Eeid, the clerk 
of the county, to Mr. Creed Taylor, a friend and neighbor of Ean- 
dolph, and a good lawyer, " Mr. Taylor, don't you or Peter Johnson 
mean to appear for that young man to-day?" "Never mind," re- 
plied Taylor, " he can take care of himself." His friends knew hia 
powers, his fluency in conversation, his ready wit, his polished satire, 
his extraordinary knowledge of men and affairs ; but stUl he was 
about to enter on an untried field, and all those brilliant faculties 
might fail Mm, as they had so often failed men of genius before. 
They might well have felt some anxiety on his fijst appearance xipon 
the hiistings in presence of a popular assembly, and in reply to a man 
of Mr, Henry's reputation. But it seems they had no fear for the 
resnlt — he can take care of hhnself. The reader oan well imagine 
the remarks that might have been made by the crowd as he passed 
carelessly among them, shaking hands with this one and that one of 
his aoquaintance. " And is that the man who is a candidate for Con- 
gress?" "Is he going to speak against Old Pat?" "Why,heis 
nothing but a boy — he's got no beard !" " He looks wormy I" " Old 
Pat will eat him up bodily I" There, also, was Powhatan Boiling, 
the other candidate for Congress, dressed in his scarlet eoat — tall, 
proud in his bearing, and a fair representative of the old aristocracy 
fast melting away under the subdivisions ot the hw that hid abolished 
the system of primogeniture 

Creed Taylor and otheis nndeitook to bmter him about his 
scarlet coat. " Very well, gentlemen," replied he coolly, biistlmg 
up with a qui(,k tempei, ' if my coat does not suit yea I cm meet 
you in any other color that may suit youi fan(,y ' Seeing the i;en 
tleman not la a bantering mood, he was soon left to his own reflec- 
tions. But the candidates f i Congress weie overlooked and forgot- 
ten by the ciowd m thcu eagemes'i to behold and admire the great 
orator, whme tame had hllpd then imagination for so many years. 
'■ As soon ai hi, ippearid on the tiound 'iays Wirt, " lie was aur- 
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rounded by the admiriug and adoring crowd, and whithersoever he 
moved, the concourse followed him, A preacher of the Baptist 
church, whose piety was wounded bj this homage paid to a mortal, 
asked the people aloud, why they thus followed Mr. Heni-y about? 
" Mr. Henry," said he, " is not a god !" " No," said Mr. Henry, deeply 
affected by the scene and the remarlt, " no, indeed, my friend ; I am 
but a poor worm of the dust — as fleeting and unsubstantial as the 
shadow of the cloud that flies o¥er your fields, and is remembered 
no more." The tone with which this was uttered, and the look which 
accompanied it, affected every heart, and silenoeti every voice. 

Presently James Adams rose upon a platform that had been 
erected by the side of the tavern porch where Mr. Henry was seated, 
and proclaimed — " yes I yes ! Colonel Henry will address the 
people from this stand, for the last time and at the risk of his life !" 
The grand-jury were in session at the moment, they burst through 
the doors, some leaped the windows, and came running up with the 
crowd, that they might not lose a word that fell from the old man's 

While Adams was lifting him on the stand, " Why Jimmy," saya 
he, " you have made a better speech for me than I can make for my- 
self." " Speak out, father," said Jimmy, " and let us hear how it is." 

Old and feeble, more with disease than age, Mr. Henry rose and 
addressed the people to the following effect : — (Wirt's Life of Patrick 
Henry, page 393.) He told them that the late proceedings of the 
Virginia Assembly had filled him with apprehensions and alarm ; 
that they had planted thorns upon his pillow ; that they had drawn 
him from that happy retirement which it had pleased a bountiful 
Providence to bestow, and in which he had hoped to pass, in qtdet, 
the remainder of his days ; that the State had quitted the sphere in 
which she had been placed by the Constitution ; and in daring to 
pronounce upon the validity of federal laws, had gone out of her 
jurisdiction in a manner not warranted by any authority, and in the 
highest degree alarming to every eonsideratp mind * that such oppo- 
sition, on the part of Virginia, to the a ts of the General Govern- 
ment, must beget their enforcement by m 1 tary power that this 
would probably produce civil war j c v 1 w r tore gn 11 a oes ; and 
that foreign alliances must necossa Ij enl n subjugat on to the 
powers called in. He conjured the people to laise an 1 consider 
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well, before they rushed into such a desperate oocdition, iVoin whiuh 
there could tc no retreat. He painted to their imaginations, "Wash- 
ington, at the head of a miiuerous and well appointed army, inflict- 
ing upon, them military execution, " And where (he asked) are our 
resources to meet such a conflict? Where is the citizen of America 
who will dare to lift his hand against the father of his country?" A 
drunken man in the crowd threw up his arm and exclaimed that he 
dared to do it, "No," answered Mr, Henry, rising aloft in all his 
majesty, ^'-you dare not do it; in such apcunicida! attempt, the steel 
would drop from your nerveless arm." 

Proceeding, he asked " Whether the county of Charlotte would 
have any authority to dispute an ohedience to the laws of Virginia ;" 
and he pronounced Virginia to be to the Union what the county of 
Charlotte was to her. Having denied the right of a State to decide 
upon the constitutionality of federal laws, he added, that perhaps it 
might be necessary to say something of the laws in question. His 
private opinion was, that they were good bmA propm: But whatever 
might he their merits it belonged to the people, who held the reins 
ovei the head of Uongiess, and to them alone, to say whether tliey 
were acceptable oi otherwise to Virginians ; and that this must be 
done hy way of petition That Congress were aa much our represen- 
tatives 1^ the Assembly and had aa good a right to our confidence. 
He had seen, with regiet, the nnlimited power over the purse and 
sword consigned to the General Government ; but that he had been 
oveiruled, and it wis now Eceessai'y to submit to the constitutional 
exercise of thit powpi " If," said he, " 1 am asked what is to be 
done when a people feel themselves Intolerably oppre^ed, my answer 
IS ready — ove/tuin t/te Gcrvemment. But do not, I beseech you, 
cairy matters to this length without provocation. Wait, at least, 
until some infimgement i-, made upon your rights, and which cannot 
otherwise be redressed foi if ever you recur to another change, you 
may bid adieu forever to representative government. You can never 
exchange the present government but for a monarchy. If the admiu- 
isttation hive done wrong, let us all go wrong together rather than 
split into factious which must destroy that Union upon which our 
existence hangs Let us preserve our strength for the French, the 
English, the Geim^ns, oi whoever else shall dare to invade our terri- 
toiy and not eshiu'jt it m civil commotions and intestine wars." 
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When he concluded, his audience were deeply affected ; it is said that 
they wept like children so powerfully were they moved by the em- 
phasis of 1 IB lang a il tone of his voice, the commanding expres- 
sion of hi y th n tness with which he declared hia design to 
exert hin elf t allay th heart-burnings and jealousies which had 
been fomented n tl State legislature, and the fervent manner iu 
which he p ay 1 tl t f 1 were deemed unworthy to effect it, that it 
might be reaeried to some other and abler hand to extend this blesa- 
ing over the community. As he concluded, he literally sunk into 
the arms of the tumultuous throng i At that moment John H, Elce 
exclaimed, " the sun has set in all his glory I" 

Randolph rose to reply. For some momenta he stood in silence, 
his lips ijTiivering, his eye swimming in tears ; at length he began a 
modest though beautiful apology for rising to address the people in 
opposition to the veuerable father who had just taken his seat ; it 
was an honest difference of opinion, aud he hoped to be pardoned 
while he boldly aud freely, as it became tie occasion, expressed his 
sentiments on the great questions that so much divided and a 
the minds of the people. 

" The gentleman tells you," said he, " that the late p 
of the Virginia Assembly have filled him with apprehension and 
alarm. He seems to be impressed with the conviction, that the State 
has quitted the sphere in whioh she was placed by the Constitution ; 
and in da 'ng t p n un e n the val'd'ty of fede al laws, has gone 
out of her di ti n n mann n t w rran d by any authority. 

I am sor y h g n maa h bnds bdnhis repose ; stOl 
more gria n I ha he pa u a aoi n to which he alludes 

should ha b he u f h anx I n e cherished the 

hope that h aan wudh b uawkndh Virginia failed 
to esert heiself m warding off the evjls he so prophetically warned 
us of on another memorable occasion. Her supinenesa and inactivity, 
now that those awful squintings towards monarchy, so eloquently 
described by the gentleman, are fast growing into realities, I had 
hoped would have planted thorns in his pillow, and awakened him to 
a sense of the danger now threatening us, and the necessity of ezert- 
ing onoe more his powerful faculties iu warning the people, and 
rousing them from their fatal lethargy. 

" Has the gentleman forgotten that we owh to him those obnox- 
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ioua principles, as he now would have them, tliat guided the Legisla- 
ture in its leoent c urse? He is aHrmei it the n[il -, ivth of 
the need ht 1 im^elf hT,tli >* wed— he seeing to be liiippointed 
that thev fell not hy thewaj^ile Imt into vigorous and fruitful 
soil He has erniured up sp ii(s fiom the vasty deep and growing 
flaimed at the [ tency of his own magicwmd hewoull say to them, 
' Down wantons 1 down 1 ut like E mquo s gho&t I trust they will 
not down But to drop metajhor — In the Virgmn Convention, 
that was called to latify the Constitution this gentleman dtelared 
that the ^oiemment delineated in that instrument wa? peculiar in 
its n^tuie — partly national partly federal In this deseripti n he hit 
upon the true definition — there are eeitam powers of i national cha- 
rai,tei (hit est nd to the pe pie and operat on them without regard 
to th(,ir d vision into State? — tliew poweis -Lutiag ilone tend to 
consolidate the jjO^ernment into one held anl to ohliteiate State 
divisions and to destroy State authontj but there aie other powers, 
many and important ones, that are purely federal in their nature — 
that look to the States, and i-ecognize their existence as hodies poli- 
tic, endowed with many of the moat important attributes of sove- 
reignty. These two opposing forces act as checks on each other, and 
keep the complioated system in equilihriuiii. They are like tlie cen- 
trifugal and centripetal forees in the law of gravitation, that serve to 
keep tlie spheres in their harmonious courses through the 

" Should the Federal Government, therefore, attempt to e 
powers that do not belong to it — and those that do belong to it are 
few, specified, well-defined — all others being reserved to the people 
and to the States — should it step beyond its province, and encroach 
on rights that have not been delegated, it is the duty of the States to 
interpose. There is no other power that can iaterpose. The counter- 
weight, the opposing force of the State, is the only check to over- 
action known to the system. 

" In questions of wteum et tuum, where rights of property are con- 
cerned, and some other cases specified in the Constitution, I grant you 
that the Federal Judiciary may pronounce on the validity of the law. 
But in questions iuvolviug tiie right to power, whether this or that 
power has been delegated or reserved, they cannot and ought uot to 
be the arbiter ; that question has been lefl, as it always was, and 
always must be left, to be determined among sovereignties in the beat 
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way they can. Political wisdom has not yet discovered any infallible 
mathematical rule, by wtich to determine the assumptioiiB of power 
between those who know no othar law or limitation save that imposed 
on them bj their own consent, and which they can abrogate at 
pleasure. Pray let me ask the gentleman — and no one knows bet- 
ter than himself — who ordained this Constitution ? "Who defined its 
jjowers, and said, thus far shalt thou go, but no farther? Was it not 
the people of the States in their sovereign capacity? Bid they com- 
m t act f oi d by d g — t f If nnihilation ? No, 
th k G d th y d d t but till 1 d I trust, are be- 

n bl f th mp ta f th se lit rved to them, 

dp h b ted t th t g Et wh h th y d ned for their 

m d f n Sh 11 fh t f th S( te b the sole jiidge 

tthljjlty ttt Ityft w let na question of 

p w b tw th m nd th htat I bh 11 th j wh assert a right, 
b th 1 J Ig f th tl fy t 1 m d to exercise it? 

D ntUpw kt 1 t If ?— g w that it feeds 

upon ? Has not that been the history of all enoroaohment, al! usurpa- 
tion ? If this Federal Government, in all its departments, then, is to 
be the sole judge of its own usurpations, neither the people nor the 
States, in a short time, will have any thing to contend for ; this 
creature of their making will become their sovereign, and the only 
resiilt of the labors of our revolutionary heroes, in which patriotio 
band this venerable gentleman was most conspiciious, will have been 
a change of our masters — New England for Old England — for which 
change I cannot ind it in my heart to thank them. 

" But the gentleman has taught mo a very different lesson from 
that he is now disposed to enjoin on us. I fear that time has wrought 
its inflnence on him, as on all other men ; and that age makes 
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warned thera — the legislature of Virginia has nobly stepped forth in 
defence of the rights of the States, and interposed to arrest that en- 
croachment and uBui'pation of power that threaten the destruction of 
the E ©public. 

" And what is the subject of alarm? What are the laws they have 
dared to pronounce upon as unooastitutional and tyrannical'^ The 
first, is a law authorizing the Preeident of the United States to order 
any alien he may judge dangerous, any unfortunate refugee that may 
happen to fall under his royal suspieiou, forthwith to quit the coun- 
try. It is true that the law says he must have reasonable grounds to 
suspect. Who is to judge of that reason but himself? Who can 
look into his breast and say what motives have dominion there? 
'Tis a mockery to give one man absolute power over the liberty of an- 
other, and then ask him, when the power is gone, and cannot be re- 
called, to exercise it reasonably ! Power knows no other cheek but 
power. Let the poor patriot who may have fallen under the frowns 
of government, because he dared assert the rights of his countrymen, 
seek refuge on our shores of boasted liberty ; the moment he touches 
the soil of freedom, hoping here to find a period to all his persecu- 
tions, he is greeted, not with the smiles of weloonie, or the cheerful 
voioe of freemen, but the stern demands of an officer of the law — the 
executor of a tyrant's will — who summons him to depart. What 
crime has he perpetrated? Vain inquiry! He is a suspected per- 
soa He is judged dangerous to the peace of the country — rebel- 
lions at home, he may be alike factious and seditious here. What 
remedy 1 What hope 1 He who condemns is judge — the sole judge 
in the first and the last resort. There is no appeal from his arbi- 
trary will. Who can escape the suspicion of a jealous and vindictive 
mind? 

" The very meu who fought your battles, who spent their fortunes, 
and shed their blood to win for you that independence that was once 
yoiu' boast, maybe tlie first victims of this tyrannical law. Kosci- 
usko is now on your shores ; though poor in purse and emaciated in 
body, from the many sacrifices he has made in your oause, he has 
yet a proud spirit that loves freedom, and will speak boldly of op- 
pression. Is not this enoiigh to bring him under the frowns of 
power, and to cause the mandate to be issued, ordering him to de- 
part from the country? What may be true of one to whom we owe 



b/ Google 



MARCH COURT, 137 

SO much, has already been fulfilled in the person of many a patriotj 
scholar, and philosopher, whose only crime was, that of seeking re- 
fuge from oppression and wrong, on these shores of boasted freedom. 
" And what is that other law that so fully meets the approbation of 
my venerable friend? It is a law that makes it an act of sedition, 
punishable by fine and imprisonment, to uttev or write a sentiment 
that any prejudiced judge or juror may think proper to construe into 
disrespect to the President of the United States. Do you understand 
me ? I dare proclaim to the people of Charlotte my opinica to be, 
that John Adams, so-called President, is a weak-minded, man, vain, 
jealous, and Tindictive ; that influenced liy evil passions and preju- 
dices, and goaded on by wicked oounsel, he has been striving to force 
the couutiy into a war with oui- best friend and ally. I say that I 
dare repeat this before the people of Charlotte, and avow it as my 
opinion. But let me write it down, and print it as a warning to 
my counti^men. What then 1 Isu!rj(Xt myself to an iiidiciment for 
sedition ! I make myself liable to be dragged away from my home 
and friends, and to be put on my trial in some distant Federal Court, 
before a judge who receives his appointment from the man that seeks 
my condemnation ; and to be tried by a prejudiced jury, who have 
been gathered from remote parte of the country, strangers to me, and 
any thing but my peers ; and have been packed by the minions of 
power for my destruction. Is the man dreaming I do you exclaim 1 
Is this a fancy picture, he has drawn for our amusement? I am no 
fancy man, people of Charlotte ! I speak the truth — I deal only in 
stem realities ! There is snoh a law on your Statute Book in spite 
of your Constitntion — in open contempt of those solemn guarantees 
that insure the freedom of speech and of the press to every Ame- 
riean citizen. Not only is tiere suoh a' statute, bat, with shame 
be it spoken, even England blushes at your sedition law. Would 
that I oould stop here, and say that, though it may be found 
enrolled among the the public archives, it is a dead letter. Alas ! 
alas I not only does it esist, but at this hour is most rigidly enforced, 
not against the ordinary citizen only, but against men in official sta- 
tions, even those who are clothed by the people with the sacred du- 
ties of their representatives — men, the saaotity of whose persons can- 
not be reached by any law known to a representative government, 
are hunted down, condemned, and incarcerated by .this odious, ty ran- 
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nical, and uoconstitutional enactment. At tiiis moment, while I am 
addressing jou, men of Charlotte ! with the fi-ee air of heaven fan- 
ning my looks — and God knows how long I shall be permitted to en- 
joy that blessing— a representative of the people of VermoDt — Mat- 
thew Lyon his name— Ues immured in a dungeon, not sis feet square, 
where he has dragged out the miserable hotu's of a protracted winter, 
for daring to violate the royal maxim that the king can do no 
wrong. This was his only crime — he told his people, and caused it 
to he printed for their infonnation, that the President, ' rejecting 
men of age, experience, wisdom, and independency of sentiment,' 
appointed those who had no other merit but devotion to their mas- 
ter : and he intimated that the ' President w f d f d 1 
pomp, idle parade, and selfish avarice.' I sp L th 1 "« g f tl 
indictment. I give in technical and offieial w d th h gh 
with which he was charged. He pleaded ju t fi t n — I th k th 
lawyers call it — and offered to prove the tr th f h U g t 
But the court would allow uo time to procur w tn 1 

he was hurried into trial all unprepa 1 1 th j tat t 

the people, for speaking the truth f th th tj w 

raigned like a felon, condemned, fined d mj d Th 

the laws, the venerable gentlemen w Id h y h 1 t 

only sanctioned by the Constitution, b t 1 d d ly th ty 

of the times— -laws at which even m ! bl h — b h f 

your shores the hapless victim that only ght f f m p[ 
sion, and making craven, fawning sp 1 y ! d mb d g f y 
own people I He tells you, moreove thtfy d tg wtl 
him in opinion — cannot consent that these. vile enactments are either 
constitutional or necessary — your only remedy, your only hope of re- 
dress, is in petition, 

" Petition. ' Whom are we to petition? But one solitary member 
from Virginia, whose name is doomed to everlasting infamy, dared 
to record his vote — dared to record, did I say ? I beg pardon — but 
one who did not spurn from them this hideoiis offspring of a tyrant's 
lust. Whom, then, I repeat, are we to petition 1 those who are the 
projectors of these measures, who voted for them, and forced them 
upon you in spite of your will? Would not these men laugh at your 
petition, and, in the pride and insoienoe of new-born power, trample 
it under their feet with disdain 1 Shall we petition his majesty, who, 



b/ Google 



MAliCH COORT. 1^9 

by viFtue of these very laws, holds your liberties ia hia sacred iiands ? 
I tell jou ho would spurn jouv petition from the foot of the throne, 
as those of yoiir fathers, on a like occasion, were spurned from the 
throne of George the Third of England. From whose lips do we 
hear that word petition — an abject term, fit only for the use of sub- 
jects and of slaves? Can it be that he is now willing to petition and 
to supplioato his co-equals in a common confederacy, who proudly 
disdained entreaty and supplication to the greatest monarch on 
earth — ^whose fleets covered our seas, whose armies darkened our 
shores — sent over to bind and to rivet those chains that had been so 
long forging for our unfettered limbs ! Has age bo tamed his proud 
spirit that he will gently yield to a domestic usurper what he scorned 
to gi'ant to a foreign master 1 I fear he has deceived himself, and 
would deceive you ; let not his ab-en song of peace lull you into a 
fatal repose. " For what is this large standing army quartered on the 
country? why those recruiting officers insulting every hamlet and 
village with their pride and insolence, and decoying the honest 
farmer from his labor, to become the idle, corrupt, and profligate 
drone of a military camp? Why this large naval establishment? 
Why such burtheusome and odious taxes imposed on the industry of 
the country ? Why those enormous loans at usurious interest in 
times of pea»3e ; and, above all, why those unconstitutional laws to 
banish innocence — to silence inquiry — stifle investigation, and to 
m L d ml th mplaining mouths of the people 1 Are these vast 
p p t aequeoee of some imminent peril overhanging the 

tyf A w threatened with war? With whom? with France? 
F 1 h w d that this wicked administration cannot drive 

h t w with her ancient friend and ally. She has almost 

■y II d tl m t keep a minister of peace within her borders, and 

ff d th m Im t any terms of conciliation consistent with justice 
d d ty T t do you see any abatement in the waidike energies 

fth G m t! 

F wh t I k, are these vast and hostUe preparations ? Let the 
It p t d d wh slty insurrection in the western counties of Penn- 

yl w th question. I am no alarmist ; but I cannot close 

y y t tl truth when I see it glaring before me. These 

p 1 m es, as they have ciiosen to call them, are meant for 

y th y ar tended, not to meet the troops of France, which they 
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know will never insult the soil of tHs republic, but to awe you, the 
people, into submission, and to force upon you, by a display of mili- 
tai-y power, the destructive measures of this vaulting and ambitious 
administration. And yet the gentleman tells you we must wait until 
sonie infringement is made on our rights I Tour Constitution broken, 
your citizens dragged to prison for daring to exercise the freedom 
of speech, armies levied, and yon threatened with immediate inva- 
sion for your audacious interference witli the business of the Federal 
G-ovemment ; and still you are told to wait for some infnngemeni of 
your rights I How long are we to wait ! Till tie chains are fastened 
d w I g h Ip I ? B t th g ntleman 

w sources 1 

w m w h ddwbh dnof the 

pg dgr hhts g ctuntry- 

I wwdSllwgh ngth by 



ph b mhhbJu baud and 

which the Wod of natuie hath placed m our power. The battle, sir, 
is not to the strong alone ; it is to the vigilant, the active, the 

" But we are not only to have an invading army marching into our 
borders, but the gentleman's vivid imagination has pictured Wash- 
ingtoB at the head of it, coming to inflict military chastisement on 
his native State ; and who, exclaims he, would dare lift his band 
against the father of his country 1 Sternly has he rebuked one of 
you for venturing, in the outburst of patriotic feeling, to declare that 
he would do it. I bow with as much respect as any man at the name 
of Washington. I have been taught to look upon it with a venera- 
tion little short of that of my Creator. But while I love Cfesar, I 
love Rome more. Should he, forgetfal of the past, grown ambitious of 
power, and, seduced by the artful machinations of those who seek to 
use his great name in the subjugation of his country, lift a parricidal 
hand against the bosom of the State that gave him birth and crowned 
him with his glory, because she has dared to assert those rights that 
belong to her, not by the laws of nature, but those rights that have 
l>een reserved to her by this very Constitution that she partly oi-dained, 
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and without wiioli she must drag out an esistence of helpless and 
hopeless imbecility, I trust there iriil be found many a Brutus to 
avenge her wrongs. I promise, for one, so help me God ! —-and it is 
in no boastful spirit I speat — that I will not be an idle spectator of 
the tyrannical and murderous tragedy, so long as I have an arm to 
wie!d a weapon, or a voice to cry shame ! Shame on you for inflict- 
ing this deadly blow in the bosom of the mother that gave you exist- 
ence, and cherished your fame as her own brightest jewel." 

We do not pretend, reader, to give you the language of John 
Eandolph on this occasion ; nor are we certain even that the thoughts 
are his. We have nothing but the faint tradition of near fifty years to 
go upon ; and happy are we if all our researches have enabled us to 
make even a tolerable approximation to what was said. He spoke for 
three honra ; all that time the people, standing on their feet, hung with 
breathless silence on his lips. His youthful appearance, boyish tones, 
clear, distinct, thrilling utterance ; his graceful action, bold expres- 
sions, fiery energy, and manly thoiights, struck them with astonish- 
ment. A bold genius and an orator of the Jirst order suddenly burgt 
upon them, and dazzled them with his power and brilliancy. A 
prophet was among them, and they knew it not. When he concluded, 
an old planter, turning to his neighbor, esclaimed ; " He's no bug- 
eater now, I tell you." Dr. Hogue tmmed from the stand, and went 
away, repeating to himself these lines from the " Deserted Village ;" 

" Araaied, the gazing; rustics ranged around, 
And still tliey gazed, and etill the wonder grew, 
That one small head could cany all he hnew," 

Mr. Henry, turning to some by-stander, said ; " I haven't seen 
the little dog before, since he was at school ; he was a great atheist 
then." He made no reply to the speech ; but, approaching Mr. Kan- 
dolph, he took him by the hand, and said : " Toung man, you call me 
father ; then, my son, I have somewhat to say unto thee (holding both 
his hands) — keep jitstice, keep titUh, and you will live to think dif- 
ferently," 

They dined together, and Randolph, ever after venerated the 
memory of his friend, who died in a few weeks from that day, 

They were both elected in April ; the one to Congress, the other 
to the State Legislature ; and, doubtless, many of the good free- 
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holders of Charlotte voted foi b th Whj eaubkrae them? Happj 
people of Chiwlottel it was jour lot to behold the biight gollea sun 
set of the great luminary who'e meridna power niplted away the 
chains of British despotism and withered up the cankered heait of 
disaffected Toryism; then turnm with tearful e^es fi n the last 
rays of the sinking orb, tol ail diwmng on. the same hoiizju aiuther 
sun, just springing, as it were from the nioht t ch^ sum 5 
majestieaily into his destined spherp an 1 di vmg lI u 1« an 1 d k s 
before his youthful beams. 



OHAPTEE XXII. 

FBANCB AND THE ADMimSTEATION". 

Mb.. Adams saved the country from a war with France, and a 00s- 
sec[aent alliance with Great Britain, and all the unimaginable events 
that must have followed that conaection j but in so doing he destroyed 
his party, and defeated his own re-election. No one, to our know- 
ledge, has ever attributed these results to a foreseen and predeter- 
mined self-saorifice on his part for the good of the country. Those 
who wnre associated witib him and knew him best attribute his course 
to far other causes. Before we proceed with our narrative, we wUl 
give the reader a farther insight into the character of this man. so 
necessary to understand the complicated history of those times, A 
mere detail of facts, without a knowledge of the causes that produced 
them, or the character and motives of the men that acted them, can 
afford no instruotioa to the student of history. Without some such 
insight, the battle of the frogs or the wars of the giants would be 
equally as instnictive as the Punic Wars or the confiicfa in the forum. 

What we say of Mr. Adams is drawn from cotemporary history, 
and in the language of those who were most intimately associated 
him. The reader is already aware of his course before and during 
the negotiations for the treaty of Paris, in 1782, and Dr, Franklin's 
opinion of his character. 

General Hamilton, a very good judge, said of him while President, 
and during the great events we are now discoursing of, and in esplana- 
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tioa of their causes, that he possessed pati'iotisiW atid integrity, and 
even tal nt fa t 'a It'nd but that he did not possess the talents 
adap d h adm n a n f ernment, and that there were 
gre nd n n feota n h haracter, whieh unfitted him for 

tiae ffi f Oil f M W h all hia virtues, he was tainted 

with a d a n mad mp ed jealousy, aud an ungovem- 

abl nd n f n Wh n he and General Washington 

wor un g h a cand d f r the presidential and vice- 

pre d n a ffi wa. h ugh a -importaut to secure the first 

offi & n a Wa h n (a n rity at that time determiuing 

the question), by dropping a few votes from Mr. Adams. He com- 
plained of this as un&ir treatment — said he ought to have beeu per- 
mitted to take an equal ohanoe with General Washington. When, at 
- a suhsequeat period, he and Mr. Pinekney were on the same ticket, 
it was thoaght, by the federal party, that the success of their cause 
(jught not to bo hazarded by dropping any of the votes ; it was not a 
matter of sach importance that Mr, Adams or Mr. Pinokney should 
be elected President, as that Mr. Jefferson should be defeated. He 
was enraged with ail those who thought that Mr. Pinekney ought to 
have an equal chance with himself To this circumstance, in a great 
measure, may be attributed the serious schism which, at a subsequent 
period, grew np in the federal party. Mr. Adams never could for- 
give the men who were engaged in the plan, though it embraced some 
of his most partial admirers. He discovered bitter animosity against 
several of them. His rage against General Hamilton was so ve- 
hement, that bo could not restrain bimseJf witliin the forms of civility 
or decorum, in the presence of that gentleman. His jealousy of the 
Piaokneys was notorious, aad it dated as far baflk aa the appointment 
of Mr. Thomas Pinekney, by Washington, as envoy to the Court of 
London, Mr. Adams desired the appointment for himself, notwith- 
standing the impropriety — he being the Vice-President — and next 
he desired it for his son-in-law. In the bitterness of disappoiutmeut, 
be played into the bauds of the opposition party, and charged upon 
General Washington that the appointment had been made under 
British influence. 

Soon after his own appointment of General WMhington, in July, 
1798, aa Commander-in-Chief of all the armies of the United SUtes, 
he became jealous of the overshadowing influence of that great 
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character, and did all he oould, consistently with his station, to tliwart 
the plana, to delay and derange the measures, that Waahington 
thought most essential to the aervice. 

His conduct in the appointment of general o£&oerB, proved that 
he was fickle, inconsistent, and under the hanefd induence of a dis- 
tempered jealousy. 

With the eountij in imminent clanger of a war ; with Waahing- 
ton and Hamilton and 0. C. Pinckoey at the head of her armies, it 
was natural that those who felt themselves responsible for the mea- 
sures that had brought the nation into that predicament, should loot 
to those great men as their guides, instead of the impulsive, aimless, 
and unsteady character, nominally at the head of affairs. Even his 
own cabinet had more frequent, intimate, and confidential communi- 
cations, on all public affairs, with the head of the army than with 
himself. He did not fail to perceive this ; and soon became enraged 
with his own counsellors. Not long afterwards, some of them wei-e 
dismiBsed. A prominent charge against McHenry was, that the 
Seoretai'y, in a report to the House of Representatives, had eulogized 
General Washington, and had attempted to eulogize General Hamil- 
ton, which was adduced as one proof of a combination, in which the 
Secretary was engaged, to depreciate and injure him, the President. 
Here, then, waa the secret. His jealous and distempered fanoy, 
stimulated by evil counsel, had conjured up a formidable conspiracy, 
in which his cabinet were impKcated, the object of which was to de- 
preciate and injure him, and to exalt Hamilton or Pinckney above 
him. To this cause may be attributed his extraordinary course in 
regard to French affairs ; and those fatal abei-rations, as they were 
called by his friends, that resulted in peace with the Frenoh nation, 
but in the destruction of himself and of his party. 

We now proceed with the cuiTCnt of events, down to the meeting 
of Congress, in 1798. 

As our object is not a histoiy of the country, but only of those 
leading causes of history, a knowledge of which is essential to under- 
stand the position of political characters who figured at the time, we 
shall confine ourselves to a development of French affairs, because 
they absorbed all others, gave weight to the political atmosphere, and 
indicated, by the elevation or depression of the barometer, the advance 
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or retiogrirte positif n of the two great parties that divided men and 
oontioUcd tlie politics of the country. 

Tlie readtr I'i airtady aware, tliat on the departure of Messrs. 
Pianknej and Mdiahill fiom Paris, in the spring of 1798, Mr. Gerry 
was indaoed to remain ; but he obstinately persisted in refusing to 
enter into any negotiation. About the last of May, 1798, the 
X. Y. Z, dispatches, which had been published in America, found 
their way to the hands of the French Minister of Foreign Afiairs, 
M, Talleyrand, He immediately inclosed the Tjery strange pwblicar 
tion, as he called it, to Mr. G-erry, and added: "I cannot observe 
without surprise that intrigners have profited of the insulated con- 
dition in which the envoys of the United States have kept Jiemselves 
to make proposals and hold conversations, the object of which was, 
evidently, to deceive you." He demanded the names of the parties 
implicated, and to be informed whether any of the citizens attached 
to his service, and authorized by him to see the envoys, told them a 
word which had the least relation to the disgusting proposition which 
was made by X and Y., to give any sum whatever for cori'upt distri- 
bution. 

Mr, Gerry disclosed the names of the parties. Two of them, the 
most conspicuous chai'acters, X and Y., were foreigners, and unknown 
to the French Government ; the thu'd, Mr, Z,, made himself known, 
and proved that the part be had acted was wholly honorable. Mr. 
Gerry added; further, that in regard to the citizens attached to the 
employments of M. Talleyrand, and authorized by him to see the en- 
voys on ofB.cial communicationSj not a word had fallen from any of 
them whioh had the least relation to the proposition made by X. and 
Y. in tlieir informal negotiations, to pay money for corrupt purposes. 

It is not, at all improbable that members of the Direotoi7, whose 
term of office was esoeedingly precarious, and even Talleyrand him- 
self, were not too virtuous to receive a douceur, or a bribe, to secure 
their influence in the negotiation of a treaty ; but that they were, in 
a roundabout way, actually fishing for one on this occasion, depends 
solely on the statement of the two principal actors in the busiuess, 
who, iu a most remarkable degree, gained the confidence of the envoys, 
but who were, in fact, foreigners, unknown to the Government, and 
corrupt persons, who fled the country on the discovery of the plot 
There is not one corroborating circumstance to strengthen their story. 
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Mr. G-erry admits ttat every member of the G^iTernment with whom 
they communicated acted with the utmost propriety ; and tliat no 
corrupt proposition came either from them or M, Talleyrand. 

Napoleon, in his Revelations from St. Helena, in giving a history 
of these transactions, aaya : " Certain intriguing agents, with which 
sort of instruments the office of foreign relations was at that period 
abundantly supplied, insinuated that the demand of a loan would be 
desisted from, upon the advance of twelve hundred thousand franca, 
to he divided between the Director Barras and the Minister Talley- 
rand." This whole narrative of Bonaparte, wlien carefully examined, 
la obviously drawn from public documents ; just aucL materials as we 
have before us at this lime. There is not the slightest evidence that 
he had any personal knowledge of the transactions, and that he knew 
from any other source than common report growing out of the publi- 
cations of the day, that Barras, or Talleyrand, had, through intriguing 
agents, made an overture for a bribe. 

Notwithstanding the publication of tbose X. Y. Z. dispatches, so 
questionable in their character and deaign, so well calculated to irri- 
tate, yet the French Government would not be excited into a feeling 
ofboBtility. "Aato the Ereneb Government," aaya Talleyrand, on 
the 10th of June, " superior to all personalities, to all the mauoauvres 
of jta enemies, it peraeveres in the intention of oonoiliating with sin- 
cerity all the differences which have happened betweea the two coun- 
tries, I oocfinn it to you anew," He then proposes to proceed with 
Mr. Gerry on the business of negotiation, discards any further demand 
lor a loan, and rests the whole negotiation on three simple proposi- 
tions, which might have been speedily and satisfactorily adjusted ; 
and be urged on Mr. Gerry to send home for authority to conclude 
the treaty, if he did not feel that he was already clothed with suffi- 
cient power for the purpoae. But he strangely persisted in doing 
neither one thing nor another : he would not send home and ask far 
iTiStruments necessary to the negotiation, nor for a successor to be 
put in his stead for that purpose, nor would he enter into a full de- 
scription of all the points necessarily involved in a treaty, that he 
might lay before his Government the terms of one he had infonnally 
entered into, for their ratification or rejection. He had it in his 
power, by a firm and manly course of statesmanship, to throw upon 
the aduiiniatratioa the responsibility of closing at once all subjects 
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if difference witli the Ei'eiich Eepublic, or by rejecting a favorable 
treaty, to iuYolve the country in war with tliat formidable power. 
His only thought seems to have been to avoid doing any thing that 
might hurt the feelings of hia late colleagues, and to devise means to 
get home. He never ceased begging Talleyrand to let him go home. 
Talleyrand never ceased begging him to stay, and to attend to the 
important and pressing aflaivs of his country. At length, finding 
Mr. Gerry wholly impracticable, he sent Mm his passports about the 
last of July, and added, " As long as I cotdd flatter myself^ sir, with 
fulfilling the wish of the Executive Directory, by endeavoring with 
you to establish the good understanding between the Ereneh Kepub- 
lio and the United States, I used my efforts, both in oar confereneea 
and in my correspondence with you, to smooth the paths, to establish 
the basis, to enter on the business, and to convince you of the utility 
of your presence in Paris. It is in your obaraoter of Envoy of the 
American G-overnment 1 received you and wrote to you ; it depended 
on yourself to be publicly received by the Executive Directory. . . . 
Tou cannot dissemble, that if nothing prevented you from pursuing 
with me the examining and reconciling of the grievances which divide 
the two countries, we should not long stand in need of any thing but 
the respective ratifications When scarcely informed of the 

departure of Messrs Pmtkney and Marshall, I endeavored in every 
conference I afterwaids had with you to dumonstiate to you the 
urgency, the propriety, and the possibility of dn ictive negotiation. 
I collected your ideas, they diffeied fiom my own — I endeavored to 
reconcile them. On the 18th June I tiansmitted to you a complete 
plan of the negotiations. On the 27th I sent you my first note for 
discussion upon one of the points of the treaty; you declined answer- 
ing it. On the 6th of .July I sent you two others. In vain I accom- 
panied these documents with the most cordial invitation rapidly to 
run over with me this series of indispensable discussions upon aU our 
grievances. You have not even given me an opportunity of proving 
what liberality the Executive Directory would use on the occasion. 
You newr vrrote, in fact, hv£ for your deparPme" In a postscript, 
dated three days later, and after receiving advices from America 
giving an account of the warlike acts of Congress, passed in May and 
June, M. Talleyrand adds : " It seems that, hurried beyond every 
limit, your Government no longer preserves appea 
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(He theu oites tlie various acts tiiat have been passed.) "The long- 
suffsring of tlie Eseeutive Directory," continuea lie, " is about to 
manifest itself in . the most unquestionable manner. Perfidy will no 
longer be able to ttrow a -veil over the pacific dispositions, wbieb it 
has never ceased to manifest. It is at the very moment of this fresh 
provocation, which would appear to leave no honorable choice but 
war, that it confirms the assurances I have given you on its behalf 
It is yet ready, it is aa much disposed as ever, to terminate by a can- 
did negotiation the differences which subsist between the two coun- 
tries. Such is its repugnance to consider the United States as 
enemies, that notwithstanding their hostile demonstrations, it means 
to wait until it be irresistibly forced to it by real hostilities. Since 
you will depart, sir, hasten, at least, to transmit to your Gfovernment 
this solemn declaration." 

Mr. Gerry did hasten to lay these declarations before his Govern- 
ment on the fa-st day of Oct(^ier, and added, that front the best in- 
formation he amid (Main relative to the disposition of the Saecutive 
Directory, they were very desirous far a reconciliatian betvxeti the 



No sooner had Mr. Gerry left the shores of France, than M. 
Talleyrand opened a correspondence on American affairs with M. 
Pichon, Secretary of Legation of the French Republic, near the 
Batavian Republic, and requested that gentleman to give copies of 
tlie same to the Amei'ican minister, Mr. Murray, doubtless with an 
expectation that they would be forwarded to the President of the 
United States. In his letter of August the 28th, just twenty 
days from the departure of Mr. Gerry, be says: "I see between 
France and the United States no clashing of intei'est.3, no motives of 
jealousy. Where is, therefore, the cause of the misunderstanding, 
which, if France did not show herself the wisest, would bring from 
this moment a great rupture between the two Republics ? There are 
neither incompatible interests, nor projects of aggrandizement, which 
divide them. LaUly, distrust has done all the mischief The Gov- 
ernment of the United States has believed that France wished to have 
-revolutionized America ; France Las believed that the G-ovemment 
of the United States wished to throw itself into the arms of England. 
It is because acrimony, having mingled itself with distrust, neither 
side has taken true conciliatory means. It has been supposed, in the 
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United States, that the Fimch Government temporiaed, in order to 
strike with gieater safety Hence followed a crowd of meaanres, 
each one moie aggravating than the other. In France, it has heen 
supposed that the tro^ennnent of the United States wished only to 
support the appeaj-anoes of negotiation. Thefnce the?e was a certain- 
insisting on pledges of good faith. Let ns substitute calmness to 
passions, confidence to suspicions, and we shall soon agree. I have 
made my efforts to wind up a negotiation, in this manner, with Mr. 
Cferry. My correspondence with him, until the day of his departure, 
is a ourious monument of advances from me, and of evasions from 
him, I wished to encoui-age Mr. Gen-y, by the maxks of regard 
which his good intention deserved, though. I cannot dissemble to 
myself that he had been wanting decision, at the moment when he 
might easOy have settled every thing properly." In a word, he 
winds up with giving Mr. Murray, through M. Pichon, the most 
solemn assurances that a new plenipotentiary would be received with- 
out hesitation, and that an act of confidence towards them would ea- 
g n£d th p t This letter, so unequivocal in its 

t d th f Ilk t ajcing more direct overtures, if 

p bltwd p g gt tions, must have reached the 

P 1 t h f th t f C gress in Peoember. The Presi- 

d t had th q 1 th h less direct, evidences of the 

pfidpt fthP hD ectory. Dr. George Logan, a 

t f P yl wk 1 E F ance, was introduced to the 

D tMb dttLwd ted him on the footing of a pri- 

t f d £ th a. ns. Merlin informed him that 

France had not the least intention to interfere in the public aSitirs of 
the United States ; that bis country had acquired great reputation in 
having assisted America to become a free republic, and that they 
never would disgrace their own revolution by attempting the destruc- 
tion of the United States. Dr. Logan returned home early in No- 
vember, and hastened to comifinnicate what he thought good news, to 
the Secretary of State. He was coldly received by Mr. Pickering, 
and informed that his news was of no importance. General Wash- 
ington was at the seat of government about the time (Nov., 179S), 
arranging his military operations with Generals Hamilton, Pinckney, 
and the Secretai-y of War, Dr. Logan called on him. His recep- 
tion was even more cold and repulsive than that of the Seci'Ctary. 
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"When Logan repeated to him the emveisatiou with Meriin, he i& 
plied, that it was very •lingular , that he who could only he yiewed 
as a private character, unarmed with pruppi powers and pieaump 
tiyely unknown in Fiince, could effpct what thiee gentkmen ot the 
first respeotahihtj m oui country, ^peciaUy charged under the 
authority of the Government, weie unahle to do " You sii,' with 
some emphasis on the woid, "weie more fortunite than oni emoy&, 
for they would neither he received nor heaid bj M Meihn, nor the 
Directory." 

It is very evident that Geneial "Washington, at that time, was 
highly exasperated with France , that all his feelings were enlisted 
against her ; and that, had he heen at the head of affairs, it would 
have taken much more than Talleyrand's overtures to have induced 
him to recommence negotiations. Had Washington been President 
in 1798, or Hamilton, or Pinckney, or had Mr. Adams yielded more 
readily to the counsel of his cabinet, who wore wholly under the influ- 
ence of the Triumvirate, the United States would unquestionably have 
been involved in a war with the Erenoh Bepuhlio. But Mr. Adams, 
whether from the motives assigned, or from higher patriotic consider- 
ations, refused the dictation, and saved the country from so calami- 
tous a war as that would have been with the French Republic. Just 
before the meeting of Congress, he arrived in Philadelphia, from his 
seat at Quincy. The tone of his mind seemed to have heen raised, 
rather than depressed. It was suggested to him {by the military 
conclave — says Mr. Jefferson) that it might be expedient to insert in 
the speech to Congress, a sentiment of this import — that after the re- 
peatedly rejected advances of thia country, its dignity required that 
it should be left with France, in future, to make the first overture ; 
that if, desirous of reconciliation, she should evince the disposition 
bj sending a minister to this Government, he would be received with 
the respect due to hie character, and treated with in the franlcness of 
a sincere desire of accommodation. 

The suggestion was received in a manner both indignant and in- 
temperate. Mr. Adams declared as a sentiment, which he had adopt- 
led on mature reflection, Tliat if France &hould send a minister t/y 
TTwrrow^ he woitld ordc him bacJc the next day. 

So imprudent an idea was easily refuted. But yet, in less than 
forty-eight hours from this extraordinary sally, the mind of Mr, 
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Adams uudurweat a total revolution. He resolved not oeIj to insert 
in hia speeoli the eentiment wbich had been proposed to him, but to 
go farther, and to declare, that if France woiJd give explicit assur- 
ances of receiving a minister from this country, with due respect, 
he would send one. 

In vain was this extension of the sentiment opposed by all his 
miniaters, as being equally incompatible with good policy and with 
the dignity of the nation. He obstinately persisted, and the decla- 
ration was introduced. The reader may account for this change in 
the mind of the President in two ways. In the first place, we may 
presume that he knew nothing of the dispatches containing the cor- 
respondence of Mr Geriy with M Talleyrand, which might have 
been received in his absence lut that oa perusing the correspon- 
dence, he was forcibly stiuck with the fact that a reconciliation with 
France depended solely oa him That coirespondenoe presented the 
- business in this light France says — Two of the ministers you sent 
to treat with me are personally offensive on account of their hostile 
opinions and haughty demeanoi a sentiment, according to the laws 
of nations, we have a right to expres") without giving offence to yoiL 
I early expressed a desue that tho'ie gentlemen would depart, and a 
readiness to open negotiation with the third, who evinced better dis- 
positions towards conciliation I told him to send home for addi- 
tional powers, if he 1 ubted his authority to act alone, or to inform 
his Government that inothei minister would be received to treat in 
his stead, or to agree informally on the teima of a treaty, which he 
might submit foi consilciation on his return to the United States. 
But declining to act on the jne or the ther of these propositions, 
and still insisting on hii letum h me I then told him distinctly to 
Bay to his Government France has no cause of quarrel with America, 
does not desire war, and is ready to receive in good faith a minister 
of peace, whenever one may be sent. Such was the attitude of the 
subject exhibited by the dispatches of Mr. Gerry. 

It was impossible for a President of the United States to under- 
stand them, and then to take upon himself the responsibility of re- 
jecting those overtures of peace. In this way we may account for the 
sudden change in the mind of Mr. Adams, and do credit to his firm- 
ness and patriotism. But is it reasonable to suppose that he was 
ignorant of those dispatches, or their contents, till so late a period? 
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Mr. Gerry had arrivecl, and commnBioated them to the State Depart- 
ment on tke first day of October. He Hmaelf waa an intimate per- 
sonal friend of tlie President, and lived in the same State and neigh- 
torhood. The most reasonable conclusion, tlierefore, is, that Mr. 
Adams waa well informed on the whole snbjeet when he arrived in 
PHIadelpha, and that the change in hia course was produced by the 
motives assigned at the time — that is, a jealousy of Hamilton and 
Pinokaey, and a belief that a plot was on foot in which Ma cabinet 
were implicated, to degrade and injure him, and to exalt the one or 
the other of those military characters in his place. 

But, notwithstanding this apparent change in his mind towards 
the most pacific measures, he kept back from Congress those impor- 
tant dispatches of Mr. Gerry, and other information of a pacific kind, 
tin the 18th of January, 1799. They were then aooompanied by an 
elaborate report of the Secretary of State, in which he says the 
points chiefly meriting attention are the attempts of the French GSo- 
vernment ; 1. To exculpate itself from the charge of oormption ; 2. 
To detach Mr. Gerry from his colleaguea, and to inveigle him into a 
separate negotiation ; and 3. Its design, if the negotiation failed, and 
a war should take place between the United States and France, to 
throw the blame of the rapture on the United States. The Secre- 
tary labors to keep up the spirit of distrust towai-ds France, aad to prove 
that all the overtures of her minister are insincere, merely intended 
to deceive the United States, and to gain time. " Warmly profes- 
sing its desire of reconciliation," says he in conciuaion, " it gives no 
evidence of ite sincerity ; but proofs, in abundance, demonstrate that 
it is not sincere. From standing erect, and in that commanding atti- 
tude requiring implicit obedience, cowering, it renounces some of its 
unfounded demands. But I hope we shall remember that the tiger 
crouches heforeJie leaps upon his pirey." A very different temper this 
from that of the President in his opening speech to Congress in De- 
cember ; nor does it show a very harmonious oo-operation between 
the Chief M^istrate and his ministers. 

Just one month from the communication of the Secretary's report 
to Congress — that is, on the I8th of February, the President nomi- 
nated William Vans Murray aa envoy to the French Republic. This 
measure was taken without any previous consultation with his minis- 
ters. The nomination was, to each of them, even to the Secretary 
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of State, hi^ eonstitiiticnal eouns Uni in such affiiis the brat notice 
of the proje t The nomination wis accon j anied with a lettei of 
Talleyrand to M Pi&hon dated 98th Septemhei 17<^^ and the 
second, of like tenor giving issuranoes thit a minister fiom the 
United States would he r ceived "^nd accredited 

The precipitate nominitioi! of Mr Muna^ brought Mr Adams 
into an awkwird piedioiment He fonnd it nece^aiy tt change his 
plan in its piogresa and matetd of one to n mm<ite thiee envoySj 
and to superadd a piomise that thowgii appomtel they shouR not 
leave the United btates til\ fuither and more perfect issuianees were 
given hy the Eiench Goiernment This remoiiflcation of the mea 
sure was a iirtual achnowk dement that it had hcen prLmatuie It 
argaed eith 1 instalility of views c waat of sufficient consi leiation 
beforehand. 

Genera] Washington diaijpro\ed le y hij,hly of the mea^uro 
He was immed ately mfoimed of it by ihe Seoretdiy of State ind 
in. reply, sa d — The unexpectedness of the event comni«nicati,d 
in your lettei of the 21st ultimo did as j lu may supp se sui 
prise me m t a little But fai very fai indeed was this suii rise 
short of what I experienced the next d'iy when \y a verj intelligent 
gentleman,immediately flora Pliilad Iplua I was informed thnt theie 
had been no direct overture from the Groverament of France to that 
of the United States for a negotiation ; on the contrary, that r/l. Tal- 
leyrand was playing the same loose and round-ahout game he had 
attempted the year before with our wrongs ; and whieh, aa in that 
ease, might mean any thing or nothing, as would suhsei've his purpose 

The speculations of the Eepubiicans on the other hand were to 
the following effiset, " I inform y say M . Jefferson in a letter 
to MadJsonj " of the nomination f Mu ay There is evidence that 
the letter of Talleyrand was k wn t n f the Secretaries, and 
therefore probably to all; the n n nat n h wever, is declared by 
one of them to have been kept t f m th n all. He added that 

he waa glad of it, as, had they h n n It 1, the advice would have 
been against making the nomination. To the rest of the pai'ty, how- 
ever, the whole was a secret till the nomination waa announced. 
Never did a party show a stronger mortification, and consecLuently, 
that war had been their object. Dana declared in debate (aa I have 
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from those who were present), that we had done every thing which 
might provoke France to a war ; that we had given her insults which 
no nation ought to have borne ; and yet she would not declare war. 
The conjecture as to the Executive is, that they received Talleyrand's 
letter before or ahout the meeting of Congress : that not meaning to 
meet the overture effectually, they kept it secret, and let all the war 
on ; but that just before the separation of the Senate, 
:sident, not thinliing he could justify the concealing such an 



overture, 
hoping that hi 



■ indeed that it could be concealed, made a nomination, 
a friends in the Senate would take on their own shonl- 
ders the odium of rejecting it j but they did not choose it. The 
Hamiltoniana would not, and the others could not, alone. The whole 
artillery of the phalanx, therefore, was played secretly on the Presi- 
dent, and he was obliged himself to take a step which should parry 
the overture while it wears the face of acceding to it. {Mark that I 
state this as conjecture ; but founded on workings and indications 
which have been under our eyes.) Yesterday, therefore {2Sth Feb.), 
he sent in a nomination of Oliver Ellsworth, Patrick Henry, and 
William Vans Murray, Envoys Extraordinary and Ministers Pleni- 
potentiary to the French Kepublic, but declaring the two former 
should not leave this country, till they should receive from France 
assurances that they should be received with the respect due by the 
laws of nations to their character. This, if not impossible, must 
keep off at least the day so hateful and mfataZ to them, of reconeilia^ 
tion, and leave more time for new projects of provocation." 

The truth 'thfdftiei mt grd 

to ulterior m S m w mm d fl w — 

of this class w H h m — u 

were for a m g cl h is p 

paration of d d p 

tendency ; to F k mm d 

or prooeedi g to w A m h 

on members was p d b m 

and prevai Eh w wi dm 

ted of a steady hne ot policj. But the Piesident, havmg no fixed 
object, and governed by the impulse of the moment, came athwart all 
their plans and destroyed thenn Notwithstanding the modifications 
of his embassy, it was very evident that most of the federal members 
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of both brancliea of C ngiess corned home yith them a settled dis- 
like to tiie measuie They regirded it la illtm d huilt upon too 
slight grounds, and thoietore humiliitinj, to the Xlmted Statea ; as 
calculated to reyiye French pimciples tren^then the party against 
Government, aad produce changes m the sentiments and conduct of 
some of the Europein poweis thit might mateiitUj affect the in- 
terests aud growing commeii'ial prospeoH ot the United States, 

Before the envoys departei intelligence was received of a new 
revolutioa in theFionch Gtovemment aad the expid^ion of two of the 
Directory. This w^s thought to he a valid motne for delay — at 
least till it could be known whether the new Directory would ratify 
the assurances of the old one When the news of the revolution in 
the Directory arrived Mi Adams was it his seat in Massachusetts. 
His ministers addressed to liim i joint lettei communicating the in- 
telligence, and submitt ng to his consideiation whether that event 
ought to suspend the projecte I mission In a letter which he after- 
wards wrote from the same piac he directei the preparation of a 
draft of instruction'! for the envojs, and intimated that their depar- 
ture would be suspended for some time 

Shortly after, about the middle of Octrb=r 17<)'l became to the 
seat of government, when h Ij ted w tl h t th t 

of the instructions to be giv b t 1 1 p f II 

the question whether it was p d t th t th h Id ] o- 

ceed. The ministers expect d Itat th g t q t 

whether the mission to Fran wldb si Id tlthft f 
its Government could be kn B 1 1! y w d pj t d Th 

President alone considered ddldThm gftth 

structions were settled, he -ti [, d to th S t y f St t th t 
the envoys tcere invmediatdy t I ] 

Though uncommnnicativ toh tt! Id h was 

very free in his conversation wthth y th P^^ti 

in regard to their embassy. H t Id tl m th t th F h ( 
ment would not accept the t whhtiyw t tlt[ 

pose ; that they would speed Ij t d th t h h Id h t 

recommend to Congress adit fw B tth 

French negotiation producing a war with England," said he, " if it did, 
England could not hurt us." " When," Mr. Ellsworth says, " Pick- 
ering recited this last idea to me and Mr. Wolcott, I had not pa- 
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tienee to hear nioro. And yet tlie Preaident has several timeSj in his 
letters to me, from Quinoy, mentioned the vast importance of keep- 
ing on good terms with England." 

The reader cannot be surprised that such a man should work the 
destruction of any party that regarded him as its head ; iBdeed that, 
with him, there was no such thing as parly ; either he was elevated 
above ordinary mortals, and studied the good of the country alone, 
without regard to his own interests, or sunk below tlie level of com- 
mon-trading politicians wiio care for neither measures nor men, onlv 
BO far as they may conspire to their own personal elevation. 

When the new Congress, of which John Randolph was a mem- 
ber, assembled at the Capitol in December, 1799, the federal party 
apparently compact, and with a majority of at least twenty in the 
House of Bepresentatives, carried within it all the elements of dis- 
solution. The death blow had been given by its own friends, and it 
required time only to discover the causes of its rapid decay. When 
the extraordinary events of which we have spoken were made known 
to Washington, on the 17th of November, 1799, but a few weeks be- 
fore his death, he would answer nothing to them, but esclaimed, " 1 
have bwn stricken dumb! I have, some time past," says ho, "viewed 
the political concerns of the United States with an anxious and 
painful eye. They appear to me to be moving by hasty strides to a 
crisis ; bat in what it will result, that Being who sees, foresees, and 
directs all things, alone can telL The vessel is afloat, or very nearly 
Bo, and considering myself as a passenger only, I shall trust to the 
mariners, whose duty it is to watch, to steer it into a safe port." 
Thou great and good man ! the ship is afloat ! When first launched 
upon the deep, thine own seamanship guided the untried vessel o'er 
many a stormy biUow, with Scylla and Charybdis on either hand; 
thy wakeful eye didst steer right onward; but never was it permit- 
ted thee, thou good Palinurus, to see the ship steered into a safe port ! 
From amidst thy fellow-passengers, all weeping and gazing in the 
heavens, thou wert borne aloft in a chariot of fire, and, \)j hands of 
celestial spirits heralded into realms of immortal glory. And now, 
the old Iron-sides having bufFet«d many a stormy sea, and riding 
gallantly with all her banners streaming, hails thee her first, her best, 
t Captain ! 
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CHAPTER XSIII. 



■ THE PLAYHOUSE' — STANDING ARMY. 



On the first day of Janaavy, eighteen hundred, Washington was 
dead; Bonaparte First Consul of France. Our envoys had been 
favorably received. Every prospect of a satisfactory adjustment of 
the differenoes between the two ropublios, and no further need for 
the large army which had been established, and th;( other vast and 
espensive military preparations that had been projected with so 
much vigor under the X. Y. Z. excitement. Aooordiagly, on the 7th 
of January, Mr. Nicholas, a leading member of the repubhcan party, 
moved in the House a resolution to repeal the act passed the 16th of 
July, 1798, entitled "Aa act to augment the army of the United 
States." The debate lasted for sevei'al days, and was warm and ani- 
mated. On tlie lOth the motion was lost by a ■vote ot sixty to thirty- 
nine. It was a strict party vote, and showed a majority of twenty- 
one for the federalists. John Eandolpb, for the first time, partici- 
pated in the debate this day. The part he performed wOl be given 
in bis own words. " In the course of the debates upon the resolution 
of Mr. Nicholas, I took occasion to say that the people of (he United 
States ought not to depend for their safety on the suldicis enlisted 
under the laws, the repeal of which was the object of the lesolution, 
and casually, but justly, applied to tiem the epithet of lagamuffin^ 
I also declared that standing, or mercenary armies, were inccn^iatent 
with the spirit of our Constitution, or the genius of a fiee people 
General Lee; and others, dilated upon these terms. He affirmed the 
last to be misapplied, and defined the word vnercenaTy so as to give 
it an application only to troops hired for the defence of a country 
othei- than their awn. In reply, I contended that there was no ety- 
mology which would warrant his eonstractioa ; that the term was de- 
rived from a Latin word which signified wiS;fes, and did not embrace, 
as he had declared my meaning would justify, the militia, which likewise 
receives pay when in actual service, but was exclusively appropri- 
ated to such men (whether foreigners, or otherwise) as made the art 
military a profession, or trade, and was properly expressive of a stamd- 
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ing army w!io served for wages and by contract, in contradistLEction 
to a militia, or patriotic army, which was composed of all ranks of 
citizens, eC[ually boiind to figLt the hattlea of their country, and in 
which each oontrihuted his share to the puhlic safety, and who re- 
ceived pay only when in actual service, to eBable the poorer citizen 
to perform his military duty. 

" Id consequence of my application of these terms to the existing 
estahlishment-— the first of which I confined to such recruits as had 
been picked up in my own country — a party ol officers, the principal 
agents among whom were a Caplain M'Knight and a Lieutenant Mi- 
chael Eeyn Id both b 1 ng ng to the marine corps, being apprised 
that I was n th playh n F lay evening last {on which day 

the resolut aw It b ut s. clock), came into the bos where 
I was, and mn n d th p at ns by frequent allusions, avmed 
ffifHJS, towhtw g g nth hiuse. The play was The Stran- 
ger, and th at j Bin b d They asked one another if the 
soldiers on the stage did not act very well for mercenaries ; said they 
supposed from their color (Turks) they were Virginians ; squeezed 
into the seat with evident intention to incommode us, particularly 
myself; and when we were leaving the bos, gave me a twitch by the 
coat; but upon the author being demanded, they had disappeared. 
On going down stairs, some of the gentlemen said they tried to push 
na all down in mass, and in the street they passed with a rude quick- 
ness, jostling one of the gentlemen, and striking another's foot. In 
theii' aim upon me they were disappointed. I regarded all they said 
with the most perfect nonchalance ; was unmoved by their attempts 
to insult me, except when they offered personal violence ; and in con- 
formity to what I thought my duty, laid a written complaint before 
the President, To-day (Tuesday, the 14th) he sent it to the House 
with a letter, in which he lays it before us 'without any comment 
upon its style,' I must B.ot omit telling you that my feelings were 
strongly excited. A motion was made to provide a committee of 
privileges, to whom it was to be referred. This I opposed, express- 
ing my surprise that the letter had been laid before us, a measure 
which I had not contemplated when I wrote it ; that I had addressed 
it to the authority whose particular duty it was to suppress such 
conduct in the military, and disclaimed all wish to throw myself \:pou 
the protection of himself or of that House; that the privileges of 
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Congress being expressly defined by the Constitution, I was unwill- 
ing to give my assent to any measure which might lead to enlarge 
them, and wiioh, even if we had a right to adopt it, would hereafter 
be prostituted to uefarious designs. My objection was overruled, 
and a committee appointed of seven, on which the speaker had the 
nncommon goodness to nominate three republicans. 

" Perhaps some misguided persons may be induced to depreciate 
tlie motives by which I have been actuated. I cannot help it. My 
business is to do what I conceive right, careless of the opinion of all. 
I was delighted to find my sentiments upon this subject coincided 
with those of Dr. Tucker ; it is no bad criterion of the truth of any 
opinion that it meets his assent. I sometimes look back upon the 
principles which once governed my moral conduct with astonishment — 
how much to be regretted it is, that the painted phantom of honor 
should be dressed in such captivating colors as to suffer few of the 
nobler minds to escape her contagious embrace." 

The letter addressed to the President, after stating the affair in 
the theatre, proceeds thus — " Having stated the fitct, it would be de- 
rogatory to your character for me to point out the remedy. So far 
as they relate to this application addressed to you in a public capaci- 
ty, they can only be supposed by you to be of a public nature. It is 
enough for me to state, that the independence of the legislature has 
been attacked, and the majesty of the people, of which you are the 
principal representative, insulted, and your authority contemned. 
In their name, I demand that a provision commensurate with the evi! 
be made, and which will be caloidated to deter others from any future 
attempt to introduce the reign of terror into our country. In ad- 
dressing you in this plain language of man, I give you, sir, the best 
proof I can afford of the estimation in which I hold your office and 
your understanding ; and I assure you with truth, that I am with re- 
spect, your fellow-citizen, 

" JoHK Rakdolph. 
" Chamber H, Representatives Jan, 11, — 2'fth Indepeniieuoe, 
" To the President of the II. States." 

The reader perceives here none of those courtly and unmeaning 
(if not worse) phrases that usually begin and end the epistles address- 
ed to high functionaries by those who seek to gain their favor by ob- 
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sequiousnesa and flatterj — To Ids Excdletuy, tk^ President of the 
United States — Ymer most obedient and Jmmhle sei-vant — none of 
that, but an unvarnished, straight-forward statement of facts ; he tella 
the PreBident that the independence of the legislature has been at- 
tacked, the majesty of the people insulted, and demands that he, 
their chief representatiYC, shall make some provision adequate to pre- 
vent tlie reign of terror from being introduced into the country. The 
whole letter was conceived in a stern, independent, republican spirit, 
and ought not, we would suppose, to have given offence to any one 
who understood and duly appreciated the term feUouxyitizen. 

This letter the President thought proper on the 14th of the 
month to communicate to the House — " As the inclosed letter," says 
be, "from a member of your body received by me on the night of 
Saturday the 1 1th inst., relat 8 t th p 1 f tb House, which 

in my opinion ought to be inj^u I nt by th H e itself, if any 
■where. I have thought prop t b n t th wl 1 letter and its 
tendencies to yom- oonsiderat n w tl t ny th nnients ml its 

^natter and styk." It is very pla q what li and P keriag thought 
about both. 

The committee appointed to take this matter of 1 1 ivilege into eon 
sideration, consisted of Messrs. Chauncey froolrich Macon Kitteia, 
Jones, iSewell, Robert Williams, and Bayaid — Mr Mac n was es 
cused and Mr. Hanna appointed in his stead 

Messrs. Goodrich, Kittera, Sewell and Bayard onstituting the 
majority of the committee, were the most distmgu shed -m 1 mfluen 
t I m n b f th federal party in the House 

On th I'^th Mr. Bandolph addiessed the followmg Lomnm 
n t t th Ch irman of the Committee — A mature tnnsideii 
t n f th b] t induces me to sus{ ect that a refusal on n y j ^l t 
to mn n t the information requested by you. a few days a^ , 
ginated in a false delicacy unler whose impulse 
d never t<iaot; I sh'ill therefoie pioceed to stite 
f the misconduct of Capt M Knight ind Licit Hey 
ht of Friday, the 1 0th instant 
f repeated assertions to what p<i^spd in the House 
es during the debate of the precelmg djy and a fie 
n f some words which fell fiom me duung that d s 
nuer so marked as to leave no doubt on my mind, or 
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that of Messrs. Van Rensselaer, Christie, or Macon, of their intention 
to insult me personally ; finding me determined to take no notice 
of their vxirds, they adopted a conduct which placed their designs he- 
yoiid every possibility o£ douht, and which they probably conceived 
to be calculated io force me into their measures, Mr. Christie had 
left his seat between me and the partition of the box ; after which, 
Mr. Van Rensselaer, who sat on the other aide of mej laid down, so 
as to occupy a more than ordinary portion of room, and occasioned 
my removal to a part of Mr. Christie's former seat, leaving a very 
small vacancy between myself and the pai'tition. Into this Lieut. 
Eeynolda suddenli/, and without recjuesting or giving time for room 
to be made for him, dropped with such violence as to bring our hips 
into contact. The shock was sufficient to occasion a slight degi'ce of 
pain oa uiy part, and for which it is probable he would in some de- 
gree have apologized, had not the act been intentional. Just before 
I left the bos, one of them, I believe M'Knight, gave me a sudden 
and violent puU by the cape of my coat. Upon my demanding who 
it was, (this was the first instance in which I noticed their proceed- 
ings,) no answer was given. I then added, that I had long perceived 
an intention to insult me, and that the person offering it was a pup- 
py. No I'eplj that I heaid was made 

" It will be impossible fir me sir to specify the vauou^ mmute 
actions of thtse pei^ons and their aMo:.iates which ten led to the 
same point Suffice it to say that then whole deportment exhibited 
an insolence ai d their every a,ot betokened a bold deflinoe which 
can nether be dfjined nor miAtaken and which according to the gene- 
rally received jmion'i of thewtill not onlj would hive justified, 
but demanded oh^sti'tement 

" Referring the oommiftee to the numeious and luthenti ac 
counts of this transaction, which the gentlemen jie'iei t iie «u well 
calculated to giv I reimm with respect sii 

Your fellow citizen 

"John Randolpit." 

Tiioso gentlemen, Mr. Christie, Mr. Mauon, Mr. Nicholson, and 
others, men of great respectability, and members of Congress, did 
confirm in every particular the above statement. There rested not 
the shadow of a doubt on their mind, that Reynolds and M'Knight 



b/ Google 



intended to insult MKdlh d fii jra I jiyon 

him, fur woids spok d 1) t« 

The only testim y jp tol gim f such 

high respectability, IMKdlh tarn I tailed 

and explicit, waa thdl fhp hml Their 

testimony is evide ly ui h yhydil go to 

the theatre with h te f 1 M E d Iph '-'I 

iJid not know," isay M K h M R d Ipli b t the 

theatre, nor do I ev II g him p H even- 

ing ; and, from his ^m f I pea ic id d II d lea of 
hu being a niennber of the Souse of Jtepresentattves. All this may 
be very true, and yet after reaching there, it is very evident they 
conceived the idea of insulting and injnring him. 

The committee, after collecting all the evidence they could find 
material in the case, report the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That this House entertains a respectful sense of the re- 
gard wkich the President of the United States has shown to its 
rights and privileges, in his message of the 14th instant, accompanied 
by a letter addressed to him by John Randolph, Jun., a member of 
this House. 

Resolved, That in respect to the charge alleged by John Ran- 
dolph, Jun., a member of this House, in his letter addressed to the 
President of the United States, on the eleventh instant, and by him 
submitted to the oonsideration of this House, that suf&cient cause 
does not appear for the interposition of this House, on the ground of 
a bleach of its privileges. 

The first resolution was passed without a division. To the se- 
cond, several amendments were offered, going to censure M'Knight 
and Reynolds, but were rejected. Then the resolution itself was re- 
jected, by a majority of twelve, showing that even that House were 
not prepared to sacrifice their privileges, which had been so evidently 
and wantonly insulted and trampled on. The Speaker then ruled 
all further action on the subject out of order, and so shoved it aside. 

We leave Mr. Randolph's friend and contemporary, William 
Thompson, to make his commentaries on these transactions, the more 
valuable as the spontaneous effusions of an ingenuous and noble 
mind : — " The committee," says he, " who sat to examine the charge 
against several minions of executive power, which, of all that can be 
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brougb-t against men, was moat serious, as being most destructive to 
the liberties of America — the committee who were called on to say 
whether the privileges of the House should he prostrated, aa the privi- 
leges of the people have been — the ooimnittee ■who were called on to 
decide whethei a set of armed ruffians should surround the capitol, 
and dictate oui hw6 — this wimniittce have determined, that although 
tliere were seme cu cum ttancei) (hnguage of the report) which deserved 
censure, yet they were not of such a nature as to be considered a 
breach of the privileges of the House, Admit the meaning which 
tliey wish to give to fame cucumstances, I say, if there were any cir- 
cumstinee, no matter how trivial in its nature it may be, if on the 
most rigid inijniiy it can be found that a legislator is insulted for his 
ojji'nai tondiict, that the mau who insults cffers an insult to the peo- 
ple ; and that the men who do not, when oalled on, inflict all the 
puuishment their power licenses, is an enemy, are enemies to the 
liberty of Americ* What, sir, wiU rciiult from the decision of that 
committee ' The repnblieana are liable to daily and bourly insults— 
f Philadelphia are to be raised to a Pretorian band — 
are to be. dictated by the willing foes of our liberty — 
and virtuous opposition is to be silenced by the bayonet. Let me 
not be told that these apprehensions are ridiculous ; I say they are 
grounded in the full conviction, that the military mob is supported by 
tlie administration, and that administration will make great sacrifices 
to their love of power. I say it is grounded on a conviction that this 
army is not now kept up to secure us from invasion ; but that it con- 
templates sometbing, and I fear that something is injurious to my 
country. That the insults you received were not offered to you as 
an individual, is certain ; for aa an individual, separate from your 
principles, I perceive they knew you not ; it is certain, because your 
words were quoted. Not content with debasing us in fact, they wish 
to debase us even in appearance — tkey cavil at your words. Had 
you addressed the President in courtly style, tket/ would forgive the 
content'! of your letter ■ addresaine him as vou hive done we appliud 
tl d t d w J tb 1 ft wh I pi 

d wh se m t d j-ted th pt d t m 

Iywflpkthl<ni f ylywfl 

I k th 1 guag f y St t Th p t f fact 

I mdym d t Ntthtyuimts 
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creased by circumstances, bat because this is a glaring instance 
amongst many, tliat men are persecuted as the organs of principles. 
This committee have done more, anxious that no opportunity should 
be lost to liquidate part of the great debt of adulation, they have inter- 
woven a motion of thanks to the President for the respectful sense he 
haa shown of their privileges. Whither does this lead ! Is it not to 
fee apprehended, that by tliia conduct yonr rights aro to be cliaBged 
into courtesy, that your rights are to tang on the nod of your Presi- 
dent? Does this man deserve thanks for the compliance with his 
oSioial duties 1 Does he deserve thanks for doing that for which he 
is paid by his country ? The friends of America look at this affair 
with wonder and with horror. The timid part of tbe community say 
we will not send a man whose principles aje obnoxious, for fear 0/ 
consequences ; the patriots of your State say we will send men who 
dare to speak the truth, no matter in whose ears it is grating. Eut 
it was disrespectful to call him fellow-eitizen I Yes, he is not a fel- 
low-citizen, becaiise he is chief officer, he is alienated by promotion. 
There is more truth in Iiis having been aliened than they would 
admit. I will forget for a moment that I im peisonally acquamted 
with you, and state, that jou evinced lu this afiair an mtiepid cool 
ness, a firmne^, and calmness which must convince every man, not 
sworn to partiality, that every woid of yom evidence is mr st iigid 
truth. But your remark of meroenary and iagi,miiffin wa' gall 
ing to certain men in that House , your arguments thioughout the 
whole were unanswemble ; and jour nale'l tiuths (for I will idojt 
your very appropriate expression) were dingeious to men who, un 
veiled, are damned," 

This alfair created, at the time, groat excitement through the 
country. It was considered as but one of a aei les of events that hid 
for their end the subjugation of the people to the will of the federal 
oligarchy. The enormous public debt, which was daily increasing by 
heavy loans at usurious interest, the funding system, the National 
Bank, the recently-created navy establishment, and large standing 
army without an enemy or the prospect of an enemy, the alien and 
the sedition laws in active operation, sparing neither station nor age, 
had given an alanning and a powerful centralizing action to the 
Government. And it was thought that the evil tendencies of all those 
s were now consummated in the humiliation of the legisla- 
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ture to executive authority, aud its tame submission to the arrogance 
of military pride. The trivial ocourrence in the theatre, giving an 
oppoit ty t tl P ^ nt to display his petulant temper and his 
high f fh 1 us { nee, and to the House of Eepreseata- 

tives t man f t th suhse yient epiiit, pioved to he a very seriona 
busia Th p pie n e sagacious than they have oredit for 

amon m p 1 1 aw at nee the tendency of these proceedings ; 

and Rand Iph w 1 1 d th ighoufc the Union as the champion of 
the right f tl j jl Th very morning {ISth January) Ms cor- 
respond n w th th P s 1 nt appeared in the Philadelphia papers, 
and hef any a t n th n by the House, he received a communi- 
cation professing to convey the sentvments of a nimiher cf respectable 
citizens. " It is our decided opinion," say they, " that the person of 
a delegate in Congi-ess ought to he 33 sacred from public or private 
insult as the person of an ambassador to a foreign power. Should this 
flagrant violation of the privilege of a member of your House which 
has been offered to your person be viinked at, may not enterprising 
men introduce parties into the House, which, by putting its members 
in bodily fear, will completely shaolile the freedom of debate, and 
thereby injure the public good V They then prooeed to thank him for 
having the boldness ctmdidlyto avow the real sentiments of his heart, 
with a huge capital It and a tremendous underscoring of the word real 
m the original document, which is now before us. "We might infer from 
this that such boldness was very unusual at that time. And indeed it 
was true, Madison had retired before the storm ; so bad Giles and the 
pMn blunt-spoken Pinlay, of Pennsylvania Gallatin was still there ; 
but he was not the man for the crisis ; he was a foreigner, modest, 
plain in his elocution, and dealt more in facts and flgures of arith- 
metic than those bold metaphors and figures of speech so essential to 
arouse and interest the people. The whole House might slumber 
under Gallatin's demonstrations, while one schrill echo of Randolph's 
voice would wake the seven sleepers. Matthew Lyon is seen among 
tho sileat voters ; but three months' imprisonment last winter in a 
dungeon, not sis feet square, under the sedition law, for daring to 
pnhlish words in disparagement of the President, has ooolod his Irish 
tnmper, and awed him into silenoe. This Harry Hotspur, therefore, 
or young comet of horse, burst auddeuly among them lilce a sky- 
rocket. His boldness, his eloquence, his youthful appearance, struck 
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them with astonishment. But who can tell the effect of those nalfed 
trw/As, whioh fell like hot shot among the enemj, all intrenched and 
secure, as they supposed themselves, behind their forniidahle walls ! 
John Thompson's prediction was fulflUed in the very outset of his 
career ; I& will h&xmie an <Ajeci of odmvraiiQn and ten-or to the ene- 
mies of liberty ! 



CHAPTEE XXIV. 

MAKE TO YOUESifiLP AN IDOL, AND, IX SPITE OF THE HBOA- 
LOGUE, WOKSHIP IT. 

DuaiNO the winter and spring of 1800 he kept up a rt-gular cor- 
respondence with his friend, William Thompson, who, the reader 
knows, had found a home and an asylum in his misfortunes under the 
hospitahleroof of Bizarre. The soothing temper he manifests towards 
that unfortunate jouth, the sound advice he gave him, so fraught with 
wisdom aud a knowledge of human nature, and his judicious and 
well-timed encouragement, to arouse from his lethargy and become 
the man he was capable of being, present the character of John Ran- 
dolph in a pleasing point of view, and explain in a measure those 
traits of mind and disposition, known only to a few, that made him 
such an object of devoted friendship on the part of those who were 
honored by his intimate regard. 

J(An Randolph^ jun to his frieml and brother, William Thmnpson. 
Philjuelphi*, Dee. 81, 24th year. 
"Your letter was peculiarly acceptable to me. It relieved me 
from eoEsiderable anxiety on account of your health, to the ilJ state 
of which I attributed that suspension of our correspondence, which 
has originated in the derangement of the post office department ; it 
contained assurances of that regard of which I never entertained a 
doubt, hut which, nevertheless, were extremely gratifying to me ; but 
above all it put my mind at ease upon a subject which has been pro- 
ductive of considerable concern. I mean your change of residence, 
which, as you will find by my last, I understood you had removed 
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to Chinqwepjn Churcli — not knowtDg jour reasons for leaviiig Bi- 
zarre, I could not combat. Great, however, was my surprise and 
pleasure to receive a letter from Judy (Mrs, Richard Randolph) and 
yourself; hoth of which relieved my anxiety upon this head. I ain, 
moreover, charmed, my friend, that you are resolutely bent upon 
study, and have made some progress therein. Let me conjure you 
to adhere infleiihlj to this rational pursuit. Your destiny is in yonr 
own hands. Regular employment is of all medicines the moat effect- 
ual for a wonnded mind. If the sympathy of a friend who loves you 
because yoa are amiable and unfortunate ; because you are the rep- 
resentative of that person (John Thompson died January, 1799) who 
held the first place in hie heart, and the first rank in, the intellectual 
order ; if my uniform friendship, my dear Thompson, could heal the 
wounds of your heart, never should it know a pang. Your situation 
is of all others the one most eminently caleulated to repair, so fkr as 
it is possible, the ills which you have sustained. An amiable woman, 
who regards you as a brother, who shares your griefs, and will admin- 
ister as far as she can to your consolation, who unites to talents of 
the first order a degree of cultivation uncommon in any country, but 
especially in ours— such a woman is under the same roof with you. 
Cultivate a familiarity with her ; each day will give you new and un- 
expected proof of the strength of her mind, and the extent of her 
information. Books you have at command j your retirement is 
unbroken. Such a situation is, in my opinion, the best calculated for 
a young man (under any circumstances) who will study ; or even for 
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safety is the object of the friendly operator. If I supposed luyseif 
capable of inflicting intentional and wanton pain upon your feelings, 
I should shrink with abhorrence from myself In the course of my 
strictures I may, perhaps, appear abrupt. I am now pressed for 

"Self-examination, when cool and impartial, is the beat of all cor- 
rectives. It ia a general and trite observation that man knows his 
fellows better than himself. This is too true ; but it depends upoa 
every individual to exhibit, in himself, a refutation of this received 
maxim. Betirement and virtuous society fit the mind for this task. 

" Among your foibles I have principally observed unsteadiness ; a 
precipitate decision, and the want of mature reflection, g-e«e)'C!J!/y. It 
would he uncandid to determine your character by these traits, which 
originate, perhaps, or are at least heightened, by the uneasiness which 
preys upon your mind, which renders you more than usually restless. 
Endeavor, my friend, to act less upon momentary impulse j pause, 
reflect ; think mack and speak little ; form a steadiness of demeanor, 
and having once r^olved, persevere. Read, but do not devour, books. 
Compare your information; digest it In short, according to the 
old proverb, " Make haste slowly." There is one point upon which 
I must enjoin you to beware. You appeared restless, when I saw 
you, to change your property. Let things stand as they are a little. 
Facilis discensus, sed revocare gradum, hoo opus. (Excuse, I beseech 
you, this pitiful display of learning.) 

" The Due de la Roohefoacault — who, by the by, is a bad moral 
preceptor — has, among others, this very excellent masim ; ' Wo are 
never made so ridiculous by the c[ualities we possess, as by those 
which we affeot to have,' I never kuew a man who would not profit 
of this observation. To preserve your own esteem, merit it. I have 
no fear that you will ever render yourself unworthy of its greatest 
good. Yet, a man who is so unfortunate as to lose his own good 
opinion, is wrong to despair. It may be retrieved. He ought to set 
about it immediately, as the only reparation which ho can make to 
himself or society. The ill opiaioa of mankind is often misplaced ; 

" Pardon, my deal' brother, this pedantic and didactic letter. Its 
Eententiousness is intolerable, yet it was almost unavoidable, I had 
written till my fingers were cramped. The hour of closing the mail 
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iipproaehed, and I was obliged to throw ray sentimonts into the offen- 
sive form of dogmas. That I, who abound in foibles, and, to apeak 
ti'uth, iJices— that I should pretend to dograatiae, may appear to laany 
arrogant indeed. Yet, let them recollect that we are all frail, and 
should sustain eaeh other ; and that the truth of a precept is not de 
tcrmiaed by the practice of him who promulgea it. G-o on, my dear 
Thompson, and prosper. I regret that I am debarred the pleasure of 
sharing your literary labors, and of that interchange of sentiment 
which constitntea one of the chief sources of my enjoyment. To our 
amiable sister — for such she considers herself with respect to you — I 
commit you, confident that yont own exertion, aided by her society, 
will form you such as your friend will rejoice to behold you. Write 
to him frequently I beseech you ; oheer his solitary and miserable ex- 
istence with the well known charaoters of friendship. Adieu, my 
dear brother." 

WilUam Tkcm'ipsoii to John Randolph. 

" Deah. JAOJt, — I am not ceremonious, I feel a conviction that 
youi silence does not proceed from a want of regard, but from a 
cause more important to tJie world, to yourself, and, if possible, more 
distressing to me than the loss of that place in your heart, on which 
depends my futui-e prosperity, I had fondly hoped that the change 
of scene, and the novelty of business, would have dissipated that me- 
lancholy which overhung you. To see my friend retui'n happy and 
ivcll, wiis the only wish of my lieait, 

" To the man who is not devoted to unnatui-al dissipations, a 
great city has no charms : it awakens the most painful sensations in 
the breast of the phUanthropist and pa.triot. It is disgusting to he- 
hold such a mass of vice, and all its attendant defonnities, cherished 
in the bosom of an enlightened country. Prostitutions of body, and 
still greater pi-ostitution of mind, excite our pity and hatred. The 
political life has not those attractions to the viituoiis which it once 
had, and which it ought still to have in this country. The spirit of 
party has extinguished the spirit of liberty. The enlightened orator 
must be shocked at the willing stupidity of his auditors. Our eser- 
tions are vain and impotent. Every maa is the avowed friend of a 
party. Converts to reason are not to be found ; whilst converts to 
interest are innumerable. 
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" You know I promised aot to visit Richmond, I have rigidly 
adhered to that. I felt a necessity of cooling down. I foreboded 
the acquirement of dissipated habite, which would haunt me unceas- 
ingly. I saw that the patronage of the virtuous would awaken an 
emulation in me to attain their perfection. I feel confident that if 
my frieads bear a little iongof witii my foibles, they will be corrected. 
I look forward with honest pride to the day when I shall merit the 
regard— when, by my conduct and by my principles, I shall make 
some retribution for the exalted generosity which I have met with 
from your family. I am not made of such stem stuff as to r^iat 
singly ; but the idea of friendship will steel my heart against temp- 
tation. Since you left me, I have been generally at }ioine, oonscioua 
how little I mei-it regard. That which I feel for yoar amiable 
family may perhaps appear presumption, yet the thought of losing it 
is stinging. * * « To your sister, your most amiable sister, I try to 
render myself agreeable. There is a gentleness of manners, an uni- 
formity of conduct, and a majesty of virtue, which seem to render 
adrairation presumptuous." 

John Randolph to his brother, William Thompson. 

" Your letter, my dear Thompson, lias communicated to my heart 
a satisfection to which it has not been at all familiar. It has proved 
beyond dispute that the energies of your mind, however neglected by 
yourself, or relaxed by misfortune, have been suspended, but not im- 
paired ; and that the strength of your understanding has not been 
unequal to the ordeal of misfortune, of which few are calculated to 
boar the test. Proceed, my friend, in the path in which you now 
move ; justify thwe lively hopes which I have never ceased to enter- 
tain, or to express, of your future attainments : in the words, al- 
though not in the sense of the poet, let me exhort you, 'carpe diem,' 
The past is not in our power to recall The future we can neither 
foresee nor control. The present alone is at our disposal : on the use 
to which it is applied, depends the whole of what is estimable or 
amiable in human character," 

Poor Thompson went to Petersburg about this time (February, 
or March, 1800), and got entangled in a way that most young men 
of his temper are apt to be. He shall tell the story in his own way. 
After getting back to Bizarre, in April, he thus wiites : 
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*; You will be surprised, dear brother, when you are iiiformed, 
that my stay in Petersburg was protracted by a circumstance against 
which yon warned me in fv letter some time past. 1 allude to Mrs. 

B . Nature' has compensated for mental imperfection, by bodily 

perfection iu that woman. And my attachment to her corroborates 
a heresy in loye, that desire is a powerful ingredient. Her mind is 
not cultivated, her disposition is not calculated to make a man of 
my enthusiasm in regard happy. Fully aware of these oircum- 
stsnces, I cherished her name as dear. Thus situated, let me ask 
you a question. Had you been told — nay, had you known that this 
■woman was the victim of infamous oppression — that these charms 
had been wrested from your possession by unfeeling relations (they 
were engaged wben be went to Europe in 1798), that your name was 
dear, her husband's name odious— that on you she looked with ten- 
derness, and on him with hatred, what line of ooncluot would you 
adopt? * • * I had resolved to shun her, and in truth did ; but that 
fate, which shows refinement in its policy, forced me to an interview. 
»«**** After several resolutions, some ridiculous (as is usual 
in such cases), and one which had near proved fatal, I fled to the 
asylum of the distressed (wisely thought of), to the spot where ten- 
der friendship forms a character exalted to a height, which makes 
the feebler of her ses look low indeed, would make me blush at my 
folly, and banish the idea of a baneful passion. I will not recapitu- 
late the wrongs of fortune, but I fondly hope that they will plead in 
apology for the failings of your friend." 

Now for the answer ; and let every young man, and young 
woman too, ponder well upon it 

"April 19, 24 year. — To-day I received your letter of the 12th. 
It has unravelled a mystery, for whose solution I have before searched 
in vain. That you houl 1 ha e been 'n Petersburg, sighing at the 
feet of the fair Mrs E a what I d d not espect to learn, since I 
supposed you all the wh le n S -v ex I now not at all surprised 
at your silence, dur ng th s i e o 1 f amo o is intoxication ; since 
nothing so completely unfit a nan fo nte course with any othei 
than the object of his nfetuat on 

" The answer to your quest ons s altog ther easy. In the first 
place, it is not true, beca e t ca not be true, that this lady was 
compelled to the st p wl 1 she has t-ii,en What farce could be 
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brought to act upon her, which inatevials iw liard aa waji would nut 
resist? The truth ia, if ever she felt an attachment to jon, she 
Baorifioed it to sTariee ; not because money was the end, bnt the 
means, of gratification ; her vanity, the ruling passion of every mind 
as imbecile as her own, delighted in the splendor whioli wealth alone 
could procure. At this time the same passion, which is one of tlie 
vilest modifications of self-love, would gratify itself witii a little co- 
quetry ; and if your prudence has not exceeded that of the lady, it has 
gone, I fear, greater lengths than she at first apprehended. Nor 
have yon, my friend, done this woman a good of&ce, in rendering her 
discontented with her lot, by eufl'ering her to persuade herself that 
she is ia love with you, and that oppression alone has driven her to 
a detested union with a detestable brute, for such (on all hands, I be- 
lieve, it is agreed} is Mr. B. Never did I see a woman apparently 
better pleased with her situation. She did not lose one penny- 
weight of her very comfortable qnantity of flesh ; and, however she 
might have Jiesitated betiveen my friend and the cash, minus the 
possessor, had you been on the spot to contest your right to her 
very fair hand, yet W, T., on the other side of the Atlantic, or 
perhaps at the bottom of it, was no rival to the wlid worth of her 
now cara sposa. Perhaps, in the first instance, she might have dis- 
liked the man, for go.od reasons ; and in the second, for no reason 
at all, but because her relations were very anxious for the match ; 
but be assured her imagination was not sufficiently lively to induce 
her to shed one tear on your account. 

" Ton ask me, my friend, what conduct you ought to pursue ; 
and you talk of revenge. B. has never injured you ; he has acted 
like a fool, I grant, in marrying a woman whose only inducement 
to the match, he must he conscious, was his wealth ; but he has com- 
mitted no crime ; at least he was unconscious of any. That the fel- 
low ahoidd wear antlers, is no great matter of regret, because the OS 
fi-ontis is certainly substantial enoiigh to bear their weight Tet I 
do not wish them to be planted by you, for yom %ake. I will allow 
that this lady is as fair as she \sfat — that she is a very inviting ob- 
ject ; yet why should you prevent her leading a life of as much hap- 
piness as she is susceptible of— fruges oonsumere, &c. Has not her 
conduct in relation to you and to her husband been such as renders 
her unworthy of any man of worth ? Has ho Tint confcrvod on you a 
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benefit, by preventing the possibility of an alliance with a woman ca- 
pable of earrjiog on a correspondence with any other than her hus- 
band : and can you, who enjoy the society of that pattern of female 
virtue, feel for this ■woman any sentiment but contempt? . . . 
S f f m injuring you, E. is the injured person, if at all. His im- 
p t bl stupidity has alone shielded him from sensations not the 
u t n able, I imagine. Do not suppose from my style that I am 
a f 1 n or have too low an estimate of the sex ; on the contrary, I 
h w rmest of their admirers. But silly and depraved women, 

1 t J d, unprincipled men, are both objects of my pity and oon- 
t mpt I wish you to form a just estimate of what is valuable in 
t il h raoter— then seek ont a proper object and marry. Intrigue 
will bl t your reputation, and, what is more to the purpose, your 
pa f mind ; it will be a stumbling-block to you through life. An 
a^ a b nee with loose women Las incapacitated you from forming a 

p I timate of female worth 

I n u t ongratulate you on your escape, and on your resolution to 
beh 11 n more the fascinating object which has caused you so 
m h u asineas. I shall shortly have the pleasure of embracing 
you, 

" P. 8. My servant (Johnny ?) has been packing up some effects, 
which I am about sending to Petersburg by water, and at every 
three woi'ds I have had a query to solve. This will account for my 



" P. S. (Oharacteiistii' two postifnpts ) I hive been so hurried, 
as perhaps to betray myself into an maceutocy of expression. But 
let me suggest two ideas to you His not yiur conduct been such 
as to injure a woman for whom you have felt and professed a re- 
gard ? is it a liberal or disinteieited pa'fsion (passion is never liberal 
or disinterested), winch risk' the reputation ot the beloved object? 
Has not her conduct in admitting youi attentions rendered her un- 
worthy of any man but hei present posses'sor 1 View this matter in 
its proper light and you will never think more of her. .... Suc- 
cess attend your study of law." 

About the middle of May, Essex was dispatched with Jacobin 
and other horses, to meet his young master at the Boiling-green, He 
took along with him the following letter from William Thompson : 

" What are my emotions, dearest brother, at seeing your horse 
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thus far on his way to retnrn you among us I How eagerly do I 
await the appointed day ! Byland (Eandolph) has feturned (some 
unaucoeBBfuI adventure), and another of the children of misfortune 
■will seek refuge and consolation under this hospitable roof He 
Las promised me by letter to be with us in a day or two, — what plear 
sure do I anticipate in the society of our incomparable sister, in 
joura, in Ryland's ! 1 wish I had the vanity to suppose I was 
worthy of it. 

" We have been visited by the young ladies of Liberty Neck, and 
by its mentor, Major Scott. I had rather have his wisdom than New- 
ton's or Locke's ; for depend on it, he has dipped deep in the science 
of mind. According to tbe laws of gallantry, I should have escorted 
them to Amelia ; but I am not fitted for society, and the continued 
round of company in the Neck is painful instead of pleasing. 

" Our sister is now asleep ; she would have written but for her 
being busy in finishing the children's clothes, and being obliged to 
write to Mrs. Harrison. When 1 came in last evening, I found her 
in the passage, a candle on the chair, sewing. I could hardly help 
exclaiming, what a pattern for her sex. The boys are well ; they 
have both grown — the Saint particularly, whose activity will astonish 
you. Every body is cheerful — your arrival in anticipation is the 
cause. Farewell, dearest brother — ^hasten to join us, 

'■W. Thompson. 

" Take care how you ride Jacobin, and if not for your own, at 
least for our Bakes, run no risks by putting him in a carriage — we 
all dreftd the attempt " 

H t 1 f Ij t tb J f m p pi (1 d t ) than 
tk t B Th U htt 1 ty w w rl t books, 

hgh Isc n phi i^j m 1 g m t tl d t ny of 

m— t Idwthtb h-mn n rsat d tb music 

fl tda plhdw — e nthhb ttled 

t d d t 1 t t Id p t t ^hb h uses, 

h w m pt n b t ftil h pit 1 ty nd n te t t us re- 
fi m t f m n ( 1 w th th g tl n f th Id time), 

made the guest perfectly at home, and at ease in heart and m be- 
havior. Such was the Old Dominion, half-a-century ago, such is she 
now in some degree ; but, alas ! the difference ! 
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But poor ThompBon, the hapless otiid of misfortune, was not 
long permitted to enjoy the sweets of this paradise. Some wicked 
and envious Mephiatophiles looked in with iiis jealous eyes on the 
happy beings that composed it ; and sought to blast it witli his ma- 
licious tongue. It was rumored that Thompson staid at Bizarre 
for a selfish purpose j that, besides the eonvenieuce of the thing in 
his condition, his object was to win the atfection of its fair mistress 
What if it were true ? But this base world will allow nothing but 
a base motive for tlia most generons action. The insinuation was 
enough for the high-minded Thompson, He immediately left Bi- 
sarre, and wrote the following letter : — " The letter which I have 
transmitted by the same opportunity to that most amiable of women 
our sister, communicates intelligence of a report, the effects of which 
on my mind you will be fully aware of, from a former conversation 
on the subject. Would you suppose, my dearest brother, that the 
world would have dared to insinuate, that my objeot in remaining at 
Bizarre is to solicit the affections of our friend ! Time, and the ap- 
prehension that I shall be intruded on, compel me to conciseness. 
My abode wUI be Eyiand's until I receive letters from you both. 
View the subject with impartiality — enter into my feelings, for you 
know my heart — tell me with candor whether I am not bound to 
leave the abode of innocence and friendship ? Tell me whether re- 
fined friendship does not demand on my part a sacrifice of every 
prospect of happiness, to the amiable, to the benevolent and virtuous 
woman who is wronged from her generous sympathy to the hapless." 

A most delicate task this imposed on a friend — particularly one 
holding the relation of Mr. Randolph to the lady in question. But 
see bow nobly, how manfully he discharged the duty : " For the first 
time I perceive myself embarrassed how to comply with the requisition 
of friendship. But yesterday, and I-should have been unable to com- 
prehend the speculative possibility of that which to-day is reduced to 
practice. If I decline the task which you have allotted me, it is 
not because I am disposed to shrink from the sacred obligations 
which I owe to you. My sUence is not the efifect of unfeeling indif- 
ference, of timid indecision, or cautious reserve. It is the result of 
the firmest conviction that it is not for me to advise you in the present 
crisis. It is a task to which I am indeed unequal. Consult your 
own heart, it is alone capable of advisinp; you. The truly fraternal 
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regard which you feel for ouv most amiable aiater, dues not require 
to be admonished of the respect which ia due to her feelings. You 
alone are a competent judge of that eouduot which ia best calculated not 
to wound her delicacy ; and it ia that alone whioh you are capable of 
pursuing. Whatever may he your dotermi nation, jou will not be 
the leas dear to me. That spirit of impertinent malice, which man- 
kind aeem determined to cherish at the expense of all that should 
ooustitute their enjoyment, may, indeed, intrude upon our arrange- 
ments and depriYC me of yonr society ; but it can never rob me of the 
pure attachment whioh I have conceived for you, and which can 
never cease to animate me. I hold this portion of good, at least, in 
contempt of an unfeeling and calumnious world— -invulnerable to 
every shaft, it derides their impotent malice. 

" Let me sugifest to you to pursue that line of oouduot which y ju 

h 11 h d p d to adopt, aiftn th Itfyuj 'ious 

d t m 1 P osecuto, th f yuntddj ny ddo 

t p m t m b IS curiosity fa jythwthd tttouof 

ppo ng th t rr his the pow f nfiu n ng y u a 

II p ed, with ei.t m pi IS th t y m nd 1 s for 

t n b » pidly reg g ts p t n n y K. p it, 
th i II h you, myfnln ntntx G-tup 

1 J t f J uit. Mak toju Ifnm ndnd hance 

of the d alogue, woi-ship it. Wh th r t b x 11 n n m d ne or 
law, or political eminence, determine not to relax your endeavors 
until you have attained it. Tou must not suffer your mind, whose 
activity muat be employed, to prey upon itself. The greatest ble^- 
ing which fitlls to the lot of man i? thu? Conveited into the deadliest 
curse I need not admonish you to keep up the intei course which 
subsists betwepu us, and which ajthing ahiU compel me to rehn 
quisL 

I tiu'ft that I shall h-'ar fiom jnu m the ipace of a week at 
ftrthest. Meanwhile rest issuied of the undiminished afiection of 
the firmest of your friends." 

Poor Thompson ! why could he not follow the advice so delicately 
given — pursue the line of conduct he had previously determined on — 
which was, doubtless, to stay at Bizarre — prosecute his journey, and 
then come back, without regard to the malicious surmises of a wicked 
world ? He did not sacrifice his happiness to that amiable, benevo- 
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lent aud vii'tuous woman, M he euppoeed ; she did not need it or 
req^uire it — but to malicious curiosity. He had not strength of 
mind to resist the vague impression of the world's censare ; and 
suffered the spirit of impertinent malice to enjoy the wretched satis- 
faction of snpposing that it had the power of influencing his actions. 
He never came hack to Bizarre as a home again — soon fell into 
his old habits— wandered over Canada a-foot, seeking rest but 
finding none — a wandering spirit that rapidly glided into irregular 
con-Tsea ; the world, erewhile so bright and smooth, had suddenly 
become dark and slippery to him ; ne'er again coald he find rest for 
the sole of his foot ; — turned out from that paradise, a world of 
turbid waters viaa all his wearied eye could light upon. What fur- 
ther befell him shall be made known to the reader in the sequel. 



CHAPTilB XXV. 

THE C0CH8B OF TRUE LOVE NBVEE DID BUN SMOOTH. 

The read is al aly awa e that John Eandolph was the centre 
of a very ext n P '^ ^''^i some of the first young men 

of the eoi nt y — a n ng oth 3 eph Bryan, of Georgia. In the 
month of J nu j 1 t w nt (1800), Bryan informed him that he 
was about t n b L n t En^,! lid, and wished his friend to pro- 
ouie certificates of citizenship for himself and companion from Mr. 
Jcffeison and promised in his nest to give the reason for quitting 
his niti\p countiy — which accordingly he did ia the following words : 
I havo m that time, my fi'iend (since this time twelve months), been 
on tiieveige of beeomuig a member of the fraternity of Benedicts, as 
you humorously style mamed men. In short, I paid my addresses to 
an ai,comphshed young woman, of both family and fortune, in Caro- 
hni — quarrelled with my father and mother because I would not re- 
Im luibk the pur^ait — followed her with every prospect of the de- 
sired succe'Js frr eighteen months — went to her abode last Christ- 
mas, with the comfoittibie idea of marrying her on the commence- 
ment if the new ye^i — and was discarded by her parents beoause 
VOL. r. 3" 
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mine would not consent to the match. There were one or two other 

trifling objections, such as — I was a , a man of no religion — 

a Georgian j and would take their child where they might never see 
her face again, &c. All this you may think apocryphal — 'tis true, 
upon my word. Yet 'my heart does not hleed at every pore from 
.the hitterest of recollections ;' to be sure I was in a heD of a taking 
for two or three days. But I found that keeping myself employed, 
made it wear off to a miracle. So much for my love aifairs, "Vou 
may perhaps he a little surprised at my going to England ; 'twas a 
sudden resolution, I must confess ; I'll tell you how it happened. 
While I wan laboring under the horrors of my dismission, I swore 
to my little grisette, in order to melt her, that if she would not ijuit 
father and mother and run away with me, I would go off immedi- 
ately and fight the Russians ! She would not do that, so I aui 
obliged by a point of honor to make the attempt, at least. 

"If, after my arriTal in England, I can conveniently get to 
France, I shall go there ; if not, I shall spend the money I carry 
with me, and come home again. 

" I don't know whether 'twill be proper to apply to Mr. Jeffer- 
son for the certificate I wrote to you for — my reasons were these : 
I knew that he was better known and better liked in France than 
any distinguished person in onr country, therefore, a certificate 
from him would do me more service than from any other ; besides, I 
don't like any of the Adamites well enough to receive a favor of 
that kind from their hands. 

" I expect to sail from Savannah about the 20th instant (Febru- 
ary, 1800) ; as soon as I arrive you will hear from mo. One of my 
principal reasons for going to Europe, is to improve my health, 
which is very indifferent at this time." 

So then it was your own pleisurc ind convenience at last, and 
not the sting of disappomtcd love, th it drove you away to France f 
The ^-Is are very much deceived when they flatter themselves that 
men generally will do rish things for their sweet sakes ; they may 
be in a hell of a taling for ^ time, but the fever soon wears off 
Men are no better treated This gnl, m his absence, while he was 
fighting for liberty under the banneis of France, did the very thing 
she refused to do with him — ran away and got married agaiust the 
will of her parents. 
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But the answer to the first letter, and in anticipation of the one 
above : " Tour ietter of the 7th of last month was this moment put 
into my handa. Need I say that it distresses me beyond measure ? 
Ah, my friend, it is then too true ! My suspicions were but too well 
grounded I The eagle-eye of friendship finds no difficulty in pierc- 
ing the veil which shrouds yon ; wiiioh, until now, I did not dare to 
lift. You have related nothing, yet I know every thing. This omis 
sioQ, for whieh you promise to atone in another letter, is hut too well 
supplied by conjeotures which cannot, I fear, deceive mo. 

" Bryan, my friend, you are about to render yooj'self, me, all 
who are interested iu your happiness, wretched, perhaps, for ever. 
These are more numerous than you are at present willing to allow. 
At one stroke you are about to sever all those ties which bind you 
to the soil which gave you birth, to the tender connections of your 
childhood, to the most constant of friends — relations which give to 
existence its only value. Your sickly taste loathes that domestic 
happiness which is yet in store for you — -perhaps you deny that it 
can have, for yourself, any existence ; you prefer to it, Pi-ash of for- 
eign growth. You seek in vain, my friend, to fly from misery. It 
will accompany you — it will rankle in that heart in whose oroel 
wounds it rejoices to dweU. It is of no country, but yourself, and 
time alone can soothe its rage, 

" Among the dangers you are about to encounter, I will not enu- 
merate those of a personal nature , not because they are in them- 
selves contemptible, however they may be despised by yourself, but 
because in comparison to the gigantic mischiefs whieh you are about 
to court, they aie indeed insignificant I mean in respect to your- 
self — to yourfiiends they are but too formidable. Recall then, I 
beseech you, youi lash doteiramation — pause, at least, upon the rash 
step which yoa meditate I It la, however, the privilege of friend- 
ship only to admsc The oeitifioatei which you require, I will en- 
deavor to piocuie time enough to accompany this letter. This is 
Saturday, and aftei the hour ot doing business at the offices ; and to 
be valid they must issue &om that of the Secretary of State. Be 
not impatient, they shall be foiwarded by Tuesday's mail, *wa«j^ 
event ; Ictteis from Jefieison to some of his European friends shall 
follow them ' 

Thus we find this joung inin, not ^pt twenty-seven years of ago, 
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the grave Mentor to bis young friends. They oonMe to hia friend- 
ship, constant and pace, all their cares and troubles, and confidentlj 
expect in return his sympathy, his advice, and the practical les- 
sons of a sage wisdom. But was he without cai'e? Had be no 
troubles of his owa to perplex bis bosom? Had this young Men- 
tor so soon fought the battle of life, and gained the vietory? "Was 
his heart serene and lifted above the storm of passion that raged 
ai'ound him? 7, ioo, am wj-etdied! '■ To the procuring aud trans- 
mitting," continues be, " of these certificates of birth and citizenship, 
1 annex a condition of which I will not brook the refusal — a compli- 
ance is dne to that attachment which has so long »iibsisted between 
us ; it is an exertion oertainily not too great to ,)e yielded to a friend- 
ship, whose constancy has been rarely equalled, but never swpassed. 
Listen, therefore : 

" I, too, am wretched ; misery is not your exclusive charter. I 
have for some months meditated a temporary relinquishment of my 
country. The cseoiition of this scheme has no connection with 
yours. The motives which produced It originated in events which 
happened before I took my seat in Congress, although I was then 
ignorant of their existence ; they were, indeed, prior to my election to 
an office of which n " thin" V ut a high sense of the obligations of pub- 
1 d ty h p nte I tl ignat A 1. 1 etion could not, 

ntht th l-nptbl until tl p nt session was 

mwht land Idt mm d th f n t to relinquish my 
t td ts xj af th n t gn t d b d adieu to my 

t h f fwyai tl t IntI dt mination I still 
remain. If, theiefore, jou lefuse to rescind your hasty resolution, 
I desire permission to he the companion of your voyage — to partake 
your sorrows and to share with yow my own — to be the friend of him 
who is to accompany you, because he is yours. Yet, believe me, Joe, 
and it is unnecessary to declare by what motives I am influenced to 
the assertion, that I shall be glad to hear that I am to prosecute my 
voyage alone — to be informed that you have receded from a project 
which has not, like my own, been the fruit of deliberate resolve. I 
had, indeed, hoped that the relation of your own domestic enjoyment 
would have beguiled many a sad hoiir of my life. But, pardon me, 
my dear feibw, I see my indiscretion. It shall not be repeated. 
If, then, you persist in carrying into esecution your plan, take a 
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passage witt your friend for New- York, or the Delaware, it ia open ; 
meet me here about the middle of March — we rise in Apnl — there is 
a resolution laid upon our table to adjourn on the first of the month ; 
it will certaialj be carried ; they even talk of subatitutiog ' March.' 
We will then embark together for any part of the otJier continent 
that you may prefer ; I am indifferent about places. But if I go alone, 
I shall take shipping for some English port, London or Liverpool I 
wish I ooTild join you in Savannah ; but it would be extremely incon- 
venient. I fear the olimate ; a passage would be more utcei'tain too 
fi-om thence, and the accommodations perhaps not so good. Yet I will 
even meet you there, or in Charleston, in ease you are resolved to 
leave America, if I can have your company on no other terms. 
Write immediately and solve this bnsiness, I repeat, that it will be 
very inoonveniant to take my passage from a southern port ; it will 
likewise occasion delay. I shall have a voyage to make thither, and 
then to wait the sailing of a vessel ; whereas, if yoi\ meet me here, I 
can fix myself for any ship bound to Europe about the time of the 
rifling of Congress ; and in the great porta of New- York, Philadel- 
phia, or Baltimore, we cannot fail to procure a speedy embarkation, 
and agreeable berths. Again I entreat you to write to me immediately 
upon the receipt of this : in expectation of the answer, I shall remain 
under no common anxiety until its arrival. Meantime, remember, 
my friend, that there is one person, at least, and he an unshaken 
friend, who ia not insensible to your worth. Farewell, dear Joseph. 

" P. S. I had like to have omitted enjoining yon to preserve invio- 
lable secrecy with respect to my designs. The reason I will detail 
to you at meeting. It is uanecesaary to say that they are not such 
as I ahonld bo ashamed to avow ; yet I do not wish it to be known 
that I am about to leave the country until a week or ten days before 
my departure. Adieu I" 

Bryan did not receive this letter before his embarkation. Had 
it oome to hand in time, there can be no question that he wonld have 
gladly accepted the offer of his friend, and gone to Philadelphia and 
awaited the adjonrnmcnt of Congress, that they might have the plea- 
sure of a voyage together. 

But it is oertain Kandolph did not go abroad at that time. Had 
his friend arrived in Philadelphia, in obedience to his wishes, he 
would unquestionably have strained appoint, and, at all hazards, fui- 
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filled an engagement lie had so solemnly nia,d.e. In that ease, the 
events of history would have been changed. But he did not go ; the 
reason why is unknown to us. It may have been pecuniary embari'asa- 
ment. He was paying large instalments of the BritisL. debt about that 
time to Mr. Wickham. In 1824, writing to a friend fromParis, he aays : 
" Here, then, am I, where I ought to have been thirty years ago, and 
where I would have been, had I not been plundered and oppressed." 

But ho did not escape from his sorrows at that time by flying 
across the sea. He staid at home to brood over them. I, too, ain 



" My character" (says he in a letter to a friend about this time 
August 1800) like uany otl e subluna y th ngs hath litely n 
dergone an aim ^t total evolut on lb n s that he 1 ad s ne sje 
o al so ow that we ghe 1 upon 1 ^ 1 ea t the c ise f wl ch o g nated 
befo e h s elect on n Apr 1 1 *}") but vas unknown to b m for ome 
months afte war lb That t was of tl e same nature with hat wh ch 
d ova one tr end ac osa the Atlant c and the othe t Ciinala — that 
t WIS the malady of love wh ch brou<rht h m. nto t oullo n 1 tl t 
o].pre sed 1 s soul cannot be ij^uest ned 

Soon afte he took hia seat n C ng e&s Th n pson w ote to h m 
detail ng the circumstances of a repo t which ha 1 1 eeu fabr cated 
and sec etly rculated to his nj ry t ac ng t t ts sou oe and 
prov ng t to be in Ue tale w tl out f ndat on ind confined to the 
k owlui^e ot a few nly He tl en cont nues Eepose on thy 
\ llow and heed not the si af ta th t a th own a^a nst you The 
wo I i has not nj e 1 me nd t h s not desj sed you Mrs 
M fls ed me that n your bono he place I the moat mpl c t 

confi len e When yo eomn an cate w th M a as p ob bly 

you h.A've al eaij d ne si e wiU declare be sell unaffe tel by th 
tale wh ch h s 1 st b d your pe oe I ha e sj ken with ca d 
b t I 1 ave B[ oken w th t uth I em nd tJ e lutho ad t I g le 
gven p J wtl fini ta cl 11 11 e t n e of tell ng t tip nonth 
ot A o t 

Alas ny b other what i e not yo i dest ned to sufle T\ hat 
tren endous t ah f fort t de hive you not nde gone In the 
enth sasn of tr endsl p I look fo wi 1 to jour happ esh anl 
ea h day b m to 1 fe ome new pang wh oh s unfeel ngly n 
fltl Itntl affa r naJto too deep an npr ss on on your 
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mind — fommanil my <ieivioea if they be required foi be assured 
thit the mind which jersonifies iriegulmity and waot ot lystem 
in the affaiis of tlie woild, i'5 iieived to act with dauntless eneigy 
in the Lduse ot myhrjtliei Piudence, ctution, ill the lequisitea 
of sTiooeaaful friendship, aie at the ("uniuiand of huu, who in the 
wait of life ih eooenfnc and unsteady 

Abmt the time of the correspondenre with Bryan, and his 
determination to go ahioad, ThompSin igam write^i — I have 
mingled with society, I have puipoiielv ipolien of you and Miss 

W J to ascertain precisely the public opinion an I 1 can 

repeat with jry, that my biothei hi^ not been wronged l"y the 
woild As to the idle sugge'stions of babbling men. ind women, 
Bhill they be heaped togetlici and tiansfoimed into most seiioua 
chirges, that even jour confidence of youiself may be alidken if 
possible, and thus youi petee of mmd be foi eiei blasted 3 Enough 
on this subieot I ha,^e Mulited mj common lule ot conduct by 
bemg 'iggies&oi on the topic 

On another occasion he says — 'In 3ui li%es m> brothei, we 

Live seen two fine women (Mrs Judith Randolph and Miss M a 

"W — d) , nevei extend your list, never tiustyoui eyes oi yoni ears, 
for they stand alone," And iu his voluntary banishment from the 
asylum of the wretched and unfortunate, whea he deeply felt his 
bereavement and forlorn condition, he thus writes : " M a, the ami- 
able, the good M a, haa honored me with a short letter ; such 

tokens of esteem, such evidences of generovis pity, for a man cast on 
the wide world unfriended and unprotected, create a gratitude not 
to be expressed. It is not until we are humiliated by misfortune that 
we feel these things, for in the height of worldly prosperity the wiah 
and the pursuit go band in hand, and successive gratifications blunt 
the sensibilities of our natnre. WhUat we rejoice in a mortality as 
the termination of lives mutually painful, in which we have been 
called on to exercise a fortitnde sufficient to overwhelm minds less 
noble and less firm, in which every fair prospect haa been blighted, 
every brilliant expectation thwarted, and every tender emotion hate- 
fully disappointed, let us linger out a remnant which cannot be long, 
mutually oheriabing and supporting each other on the tedious road. 
My dear friend, let us not leave each other behind ; for, alas ! how 
sterile and how barren would creation then be ! United, we are 



b/ Google 



]^84 LW]i OF JOHN RANDOLPH, 

strong, but unsupported we could not stand gainst the incveasing 
pressure of misfortune. Often do I exclaim, Would that you and I 
were oast on some desert island, ttere to live out the remainder of 
oiar days unpolluted by the eommunioation with man. Separated 
from each other, our lipa are sealed, for the expression of sentiments 
which exult and ennoble humanity. Breu in the support of virtue, 
the cautious language of vice must be adopted ; even in the defence 
of truth we must descend to the artifice of error." 

Here, reader, we let drop the curtain. Its thick folds of half a 
century are impervious to the light of mortal ^yes ; ask not a loo* 
beyond the mysterious veil. There are secrets we trust not te a 
friend, that we betray not to ourselves, and which none but the im- 
pious curiosity of a heai-tless world would ever dare to penetrate. 
Let the gross impulses, the base considerations of worldly gain, that 
constitute the ground and the motive of most human associations, 
suffice as fit subjects for your cold observation, your ridicule and eon- 
tempt; but hold sacred, or look with awe, on that deep self-saerificing 
passion, which, springing from the soul of man, is all-embracing in 
its love, fathomless, infinite, and divine. Enough to know, that in 
the bosom of this man there glowed the fires of such a love, that con- 
tinued to burn through life, and were only extinguished amid the 
crambling ruins of the altar by the damp dews that gathered over 
them in tiie dark valley and the shadow of death. He hath said : 
'' One I loved better than my own soul, or him that created it." 
" My apathy is not natural, but superinduced. There was a volcano 
tinder my ice, but it is burnt oat, and a feoe of desolation has come 
on, not to he rectified in ages, oonid my life be prolonged to a patri- 
archal longevity The necessity of loving and being hdoved was 
never felt by the imagmaiy beings of Eousseaxi and Byron's cre- 
ation more impeiiously than by myself. My heart was offered up 
with a devotion that inew no reserve. Long an object of proscrip- 
tion and tieiohery, T have at last {more mortifying to the pride of 
man) become one of utter mdifierenoe." 

To you, reader, he is far from being an object of indifference, and 
wo trust that before the end of these volumes he will be drawn to 
your heart by the cords of affection, and that his memory will ever 
hereafter awaken in your boaoni those noblest emotions of sympathy 
and venovation. 
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CliAPTEK XXVI. 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, 1800-1 — MIDNIGHT JUDGBS. 

The reader is already aware of the intense political excitement 
raging througli the country at this ti-ne. The civil wars, and violent 
upturning of the whole social system in Europe, spread the contagion 
of their influenoe across the Atlantic. The efforts of the belligerent 
p w t Iraw the "United States into the war, and the anxiety of 
1 ad n 1 1 ticians here at home to oast on their political adversaries 
tb od m f their foreign associations — Anglo-mania and Gallo-ma- 
n a — th w into the contest a bitterness and violence little short of 
a t al 1 commotion. The esoited poUtica! campaign in the spring 
f IT^ig was hut a prelude to the more violent presidential election 
that was to take place in the autumn of 1800. The fate of the Ee- 
piiblio depended on that election. Had the federalists succeeded, 
there can bo no doubt that a degradation of the States and a concen- 
tration of all power in a splendid central empire, would have been 
the final result. Happily for the cause of human freedom, the elec- 
tion terminated in the ti-inmph of the republican cause. 

Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr being the candidates of the 
I'epublicans, got seventy-three votes, John Adams sixty-five votes, 
Charles Ootesworth Pinckney sixty-four votes, and John Jay one 
vote. But a difficulty grew out of this result that could not have 
been anticip t d Th C n titution, by an amendment made in con- 
sequence of tl diffici Ity n w requires the electors to designate the 
person they t f a j ident. and the person they vote for as 
vice-president 1 t at th t time there was no means of discrimina- 
tion ; tliey v t d f tw p rsons, and the one getting the highest 
number of v t w d I d to be elected president, and the person 
getting the nest highest number of votes wai declared to be elected 
vice president BIi Jefterfon and Mi Bun had an equal number 
of votes neither uf them eould be declared is being elected ,preai- 
dent , and the question had to be decided by the House of Repre- 
sentatives voting by Stfttei So soon is thi'! state of things was 
known, a high degieo of uneasiness and alaim was exi,ited m the 
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minds of the repahlicans, lest the will of the people might be frus- 
trated bj intrigue and corruption. Mr. Jefferson charged the fed- 
eralists with a design of preventing an eleotioa altogether. In a 
letter to Mr. Madison he says : " The federalists appear determined 
to prevent an election, and to pass a bill giving the government to 
Mr. Jay, reappointed chief justice, or to Marshall, as secretary of 
state." This wonld have been an act of revolution ; and some of the 
more violent and unprinoipled may have carried their designs thus 
far , bnt there can be no question that the aim of the party was to 
defeat Mr. Jefferson and to elect Burr. This waa carrying their op- 
position to the will of the people very far. Aai'on Burr never was 
thought of for president ; not a single vote was oast for him with 
that view, and the mere accident of his having the same number of 
votes with the favorite of the people, brought his name into the 
House of Representatives; and yet the federalists deteirmined to 
take advantage of this ciroi\mstance, and to elevate him to the pres- 
idency, in spite of the popular will. They justified themselves on 
the gi'ound that the public will could only be expressed to them 
through the constitutional organs. There were two candidates, tliey 
said, for the office of president, who were presented to the House of 
Representative s with equal suffrages. The Constitution gave them 
the right, and made it their duty, to elect that one of the two whom 
they thought preferable. Neither of them was tJie man of their 
choice, but the Oonstitiition confined their election to one of the two, 
and they gave their vote to the one they thought the greater and 
the better man. That vote they repeated, and in that vote they de- 
clared their determination to persist, had they not been driven from 
it by imperious necessity. The prospect ceased of the vote being 
effectual, and the alternative only remained of taking one man for 
president, or having no president at all. They chose, as they thought^ 
the' lesser evil The republicans, on the other hand, condemned 
their course as factious and revolutionary ; and, had they succeeded 
in electing Burr to the presidency, in aU probability he would have 
been driven from his seat at the point of the bayonet. From all 
quarters the sound came up, ""We will obey no other president but 
Mr. Jefferson." There &re many interesting facts and important 
lessons conueoted with this election that come within the province of 
the general historian, but which we must pass over as inappropriate 
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to this Biography. The part that John Bandolph toot in these af- 
fairs was that of a silent voter and watciiful observer. He dispatched 
daily hulletins to his father-in-law, giving the result of each halloting 
as it took place. After the nineteenth ballot lie writes : " No elec- 
tion will, in my opinion, take place." Bnt on the 17th of February 
he writes : " On the tliirty-sixth ballot there appeared, this day, ten 
States for Thomas Jefferson ; four (New England) for A. Burr, and 
two blank ballots {Delaware and South Carolina). This was the 
second time that we balloted to-day. The four Burritcs of Mary- 
land put blanks into the bos of that State ; the vote was, therefore, 
unanimous. Mr. Morris, of Vermont, left his seat, and the result 
was, therefore, Jeffersonian. I seed not add that Mr. J. was de- 
clared duly elected." 

Mr. Randolph attributed this result to the patriotism of Alexan- 
der HamUton. That gentleman waa the influential and popular 
leader of the federal party, and when he saw the extremity to which 
things were likely to be driven by a longer peraisteuee in their course 
he advised his friends, rather than to produce a revol t n n the 
government, or excite popular commotion, to give way and suff M 
Jefferson to be elected. Mr. Randolph often expressed th j n n 
in after life, that we owed the safety of the Bepublic to Ham It n 
and that his course on that trying oocasioa liad elevated h n ve y 
much in his estimation. 

The federalists perpetrated another act during the n that 

excited a great deal of indignation. They so altered and nl j, d 
the judiciary system as to reijuire the appointment of a g at many 
new judges. It waa urged as an objection to the biU, that it 
was made by a party at the moment when they were sensible that 
their power was expiring and passing into other hands. They re- 
plied it was enough for them that the full and legitimate power ex- 
isted. The remnant left them (the biU passed ISth February, 1801) 
was plenary and efficient — and it was their duty to employ it accord- 
ing to their judgments and consciences for the good of the country. 
They thought the bill a salutary measure, and there was no obligation 
upon them to leave it as a work for their successors. They had no hesi- 
tation in avowing thatthey had no confidence in the persons who were 
to follow them, and were, therefore, the more anxious to accomplish 
a work which they believed would contribute to the safety and sta- 
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bility of the government. It was further urged as an objection to 
the hill, that it was merely designed to create sinecures and retreata 
for broken-down political hacks — and to erect battlements and for- 
tresses in which the disoomfited leaders of federalism might rally 
tteir scattered forces for another contest Mr. Jefferson said of this 
measure, " I dread this above all the measures meditated, because 
appointmeuts in the nature of freehold render it difficult to undo 
what is done." Yet the nest Congress did not hesitate to undo what 
was done. The first regular speech made by Mr. Randolph was on 
the proposition to repeal this law. It was in answer to Mr. Bajard, 
the leader and the ablest champion on the opposite iide This speech 
was published, many years ago, in a collection mtende 1 to be speci- 
mens of American eloquence ; and notwithstanding he was so 
young a man, it will bear a comparison, m point of fctyle and argu- 
ment, with the very best that were delivered at that diy In justi- 
fying a repeal of the law, and therebv displacing judges, who by the 
Constitution hold their appointments during good behavior, Mr. Eau- 
dolph argued — " I agi'ee that the Constitution is a limited grant of 
power, and that aone of its general phr^tes are to be construed into 
an extension of that grant. I am free to declare, that if the extent 
of this bill is to get rid of the judges, it is a perversion of your power 
to a base purpose ; it is an unconstitutional act. I^ on the contrary, 
it ainia not at the displacing one set of men from wliom you differ in 
political opinion, with a view to introduce others, but for the general 
good, by abolishing useless offices, it is a constitutional act. The 
quo animo determines the nature of this act, as it determines the in- 
nocence or guilt of other acts. But we are told that this is to de- 
clare the judiciary, which the Constitution has attempted to fortify 
against the other branches of government, dependent on the will of 
the legislature, whose discretion alone is to limit their encroachments. 
Whilst I contend that the legislature possesses this discretion, I am 
sensible of the delicacy with which it is to be used. It is like the 
power of impeachment, or the declaring of war, to be exercised un- 
der a. high responsibility. But the power is denied^ — for, say they, 
its exercise will enable flagitious men to overturn the judiciary, in 
order to put their creatures into office, and to wreak their vengeance 
on those who have become obnoxious by their merit ; and yet the 
gentleman expressly says, that arguments drawn from a supposition 



b/ Google 



PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. Igy 

of estreme political depravity prove Eotbing; that every government 
presupposes a certain degree of honesty in its rulers, and that to 
argue from estreme eases is totally inadmissible. Nevei-theless, the 
-whole of his argument is founded on the supposition of a total want 
of principle in the legislature and esecutive." 

While speaking on the subject of the judiciary in the Virginia 
Conventjon, nearly thirty years after thia transaction, Mr. Randolph 
thus aUudes to it : " At the very commencement of my public life, 
. or nearly so, I was called to give a decision on tie construction of 
that clause in the Federal Constitution which relates u) the tenure 
of the judicial office ; and I am happy to find that, after the lapse of 
thirty years, I remain precisely of tiie same opinion that I then held." 

If a law ehould be passed honajide, for the abolition of a court 
which was a nuisance, and ought to be abolished, he considered such 
a law as no infringement of judicial independence ; but, if the law 
was enacted mala fide, and abolished a useful coi\rt, for the purpose 
of getting rid of the judge who presided in it, suoh a law was undoubt- 
edly a violation of that independence ; just as the killing of a man 
might be murder or not, according to the intention, the quo anwio 
with which it -wa& done. He said that it could not be necessary to 
recount to the gentlemin who occupie 1 the chair (Mr Barbour) the 
history of the decision which was gnen m Congiens as to the true 
intent and meaning of this pait of the Federal Constitution Pai 
ties had never run highei than at the close of the adm nistrat on of 
the elder Adams, an 1 the cjmmencement of thit f Mi Jefferson 
After efforts tbe most unpai«(lleled Mr Alam& was ejected from 
power, and tbe downfall of the party ittached to him was near at 
hand. After this deois on by the imeiican peoj le when they weie 
compelled to perceive that the kingdom was passing from them m 
the last agonies and throet ot dissolution they east about them to 
make some provision fir the broken-down hacks of the piity and ut 
midnight, and after nudnigl t on the last day of Mr Adams s ^d 
ministration, a batch of judges was cieatel and bequeathed as -i 
legacy to those who f llowed 

The succeeding party on coming into powei found that they must 
consult the construct on of the Constitution to pievent the recur 
rence of such a practice beca v^e if fhe c nsttuetion should be il 
lowed tinder which th •< lad I^ppu lone tw il 1 e sbi veryjoliti 
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cal party, having tliree m n h n 


h d arture from tlie 


helm of affairs, to provide h m 


d h dherenta, by get- 


ting Tip a judiciary system w h w d b 


ble; a city of re- 


fuge where they would h m 


pp h of danger. To. 


avoid suoh a result it beean 


h h he system, which 


was then believed to he in us d wh 


h sp enee has proved 


to be unnecessary. Mr, E d ph tj 


h h was one of those 


who voted for the decision wh d 


h h court might bo 


abolished bona, fide, and th f6 


h dge should cease 


with it. 




Shortly after these mi h p 


I Adams left the 


city, wilder the cover of da k b h 


h witness, the next 


day, the inauguration of h 


M uy of hie friends 


were deeply mortifiecl at this un ^ fi d 


d n niy retreat. 


On reaching an inn be d B un 


(we speali on the 


authority of Mr. Eandolph} h M Ad 


m w Ik ng up to a por- 



trait of Washington, and placing his fingei o h ps, esclaimed, " If 
I had kept my lips as close as that man, I should now be the Presi- 
dent of the United States." 

It is very true, Mr. Adams had no judgment, no discretion. He 
possessed a brilliant imagination, a bold and an ardent temper, 
that made him the impassioned and powerful orator of the Revolu- 
tion ; but he could lay claim to i%vi of those faculties that fit a man 
to conduct wisely and prudently the affairs of a great republic. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

THE SEVENTH AUD EIGHTH CONGRESSES. — OHAIEMAN OF THE 
COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS. — THE WOUKISG PE- 
EIOD. — THE YAZOO BUSINESS. 

At the opening of the first Congress under the new administration, 
in December, 1801, Mr. Randolph had tho satisfaction of seeing his 
friend, Nathaniel Macon, elected Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives. Mr. Randolph was placed at the head of the Committee of 
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Ways and Meaaa, Some notion may be formed of the duties of this 
committoe from the resolution calling for its appointment, 

" Resolved, That a Standing Committee of Ways and Means be ap- 
pointed, whose daty it shall he to take intoconsideration all siieh reports 
of the Treasury Department, and all such propositions relative to the 
revenue, as may be referred to them by the House ; to inquire into 
the state of the public debt, of the Terenne, and of "the expenditures j 
and to report, from time to time, their opinion thereon." 

The duties of this committee, as we may perceiye, embraced a 
wide field of inquhy, Tte new administration had pledged itself to 
the people to place the " ship of state on its repubiioaa taek," and to 
furnifili & model of a simnle and econoroical government. All unne- 
cessary offices and useless expenditures were to be abolished, the 
army and navy redneed, and the national debt w^ to be redeemed. AH 
the necessary inquiries, investigations, reports, and bills, touching 
these important subjects, had to emanate from the Committee of 
Ways and Means. The chairman of that committee had to be 
brought in daily official communication with the executive depart- 
ments ; his relation towards them was of a most confidential charac- 
ter ; and he was regarded as the leader of the friends of the admin- 
istration in the representative department. 

Mr. Randolph and the President were intimate friends; they 
were on terms of unreserved intercourse — personally and politically 
they cordially agreed, and heartiJy co-operated in accomplishing the 
great ends of the administration. In accordance with, the recommen- 
dation, of the President, Mr. Randolph introduced a proposition, 
" that a committee be appointed to inquire whether any, and what 
alterations can be made in the judiciary department of the United 
States, and to provide for securing the impartial selection of juries 
in the courts of the United States ;" and also another resolution, to 
inquire what reductions could be made in the civil government of the 
United States. They were referred to. a select committee, of which 
he was chairman. On the 4th of February, he reported a bill to re- 
peal the laws of the last session with respect to the judiciary, and 
after undergoing considerable discussion in committee of the whole, 
it was finally passed by the House on the 3d March, 1802, by a large 
majority. Mr. Randolph's speech on this subject we have already 
alluded to in the preceding chapter. On the 20th January he in- 
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troduced a resolution, directing tie Secretary of the Treasury to lay 
before the House a list of the exports to the Mediterranean, distin- 
guishing those of the growth of the United States. He also took 
part in the debate on the apportionment under the census of 1800. 
Mr. Randolph took a lively interest in this subject, and long foresaw 
the effect each sucoeeding census would have on the political power 
of his native State. He introduced on the 9tli of June, a resolution 
to reduce the military establishment H nbnpp tlh 
man of the select committee to see wl at Id b 1 t p d t 
the public printing, be reported lut n t api nt a i bl 

printer ; and to Ms exertions may b ju tly tt b t 1 an m 1 

improvement in the printing of the H u 

But one of the most important bj ts to wh h M R nd Iph 
turned his attention was the public debt. OntheSth of April, 1802, 
he reported a bill making provision for the redemption of the public 
debt of the United States. It provided that so much of the duties 
on merchandise and tonnage, ifcc., as will amount to an annual sum 
of seven millions three hundred thousand dollars, be yearly appro- 
priated as a sinking fund ; and said sums were declared to be vested 
'n m ' ' rs of the Sinking Fund, to be applied by them to the 
p ^n t f t rest and charges, aud to the redemption of the prin- 
p 1 f th J blic debt. After this appropriation he kept a watch- 
fil J n t faithful disbursement. The subject was frequently 
b f th C mmittee of Ways and Means, and the conduct and 
m m nt the commissioners minutely criticised. 

The chief subject that attracted the attention of Congress during 
the next session, which began in December, 1802, was the navigation 
of the Misaiasippi and the cession of Louisiana to France. In the 
preceding October, the Governor of New Orleans, Don Morales, had 
issued a proclamation, excluding that port as a depdt for our com- 
ineree, a privilege we had a right to enjoy under our treaty with 
Spain. This conduct on the part of the Spanish authorities had 
created great excitement in the western country. In. addition to this, 
it was rumored abroad that Louisiana had been transferred to the 
dominion of the aU-powerful and all-grasping French Republic, now 
under the sway of the ambitious Bonaparte. These important facta, 
together with the private information he had obtained on the subject, 
were deemed by the President as being worthy of a secret and oonii- 
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dential commufiication to Congress, which was made the 22d of Decem- 
bei-. Additional information was comYDunicated on the 31st, and on 
tlie 5th of January Mr. Q-riswold moved that the President he re- 
quested to lay hefore the House copies of such of&cial documents as 
have been received by the Giovemiiient, announcing the cession of 
Louisiana to France, together with a report explaining the stipula- 
tions, circumstances, and conditions, under whici tliat province is to 
be delivered up. Those private messages, ■which called forth this 
resolution, had, on motion of Mr. Randolph, been referred to a 
eomm.ittee, and had been under consideri-tion in the House with 
closed doors. He now moved to refer Mr. G-riswold's resolution to a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. The motion, 
after some discussion, was carried, and the House went into commit- . 
tee. Mr. Randolph observed that he had in his hand certain reso- 
lutions connected with the message, relative to the late proceedings 
at New Orleans, the discussion of which had been ordered to be con- 
ducted with closed doors. He asked the decision of the question, 
whether, previously f-o offering his resolutions, the doors ought not to 
be closed. Much opposition was made to this motion. Mr. GEris- 
wold's resolution, it was said, was one for information, and ought to 
ho discussed with open doors. Mr. Randolph observed, that he had 
already more than once stated Lis objections to discuss this subject 
in public. He had observations, which, he had said, must be 
made in secret. " The gentleman from Conneotieut says he is willing 
the resolution should be fully discussed, and therefore concludes that 
it must not he referred to a select committee, as ho is pleased to term 
it, where alone, as we contend, and have informed him, the discussion 
can take place. Sir, this may be logic, but it is new to me. A mes- 
sage from the President relative to New Orleans has been referred 
to a certain committee, and we propose to refer the resolution to the 
same committee. Gentlemen exclaim that this is denying them in- 
formation. Does it follow of necessity that we deny the information 
because we choose to (jonsider the subject with closed doors 1 Cannot 
the resolution be as fully discussed in private as in public 3 Do all 
the reasoning faculties of the House cease to exist the moment the 
doors are closed f Cannot the eloquence of the gentleman he esorted 
anlesa when addressed to the ladies who do us the honor of attend- 
ing in this hail?" Mr. Randolph's motion prevailed. The House 
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■was cleared, and he offered, with, closed doors, tlie following resolu- 
tion, to whicli he had alluded in debate ; " Besolved — That this House 
leccive, with great sensibility, the information of a disposition in car- 
tain officers of the Spanish Groveramect at Mew Orleans to obstruct 
the naTigation of the river Mississippi, as secured to the United States 
by the most solemn stipulations. That, adhering to the humane and 
wise policy which ought ever to characterize a free people, and by 
which the United States have always professed to be governed, wil- 
ling, at the same time, to aaoriI>e this breach of compact to the unau- 
thorized misconduct of certain individuals, ratbei than to a want of 
good faith on the part of his Catholic Majesty, and relying with per- 
fect confidence on the vigilanoe and wisdom of the Eseoative, they 
will wait the issue of suoh measures as that department of the Govern- 
ment shall have pursued for asserting the rights and vindicating the 
injuries of the United States ; holding it to be their duty, at the same 
lime, to express their unalterable determination to maintain the boun- 
daries and the rights of navigation and commerce through the river 
Mississippi, as established by existing treaties." 

One of the measures of the Executive to which Mr. Eandolph 
alludes, was a pending negotiation for the purchase of Louisiana. 
Mr. Livingston, our minister at Pai-is, had received ample iustruo- 
tions on this subject, and, about this time, Mr. Monroe had been 
dispatched aa envoy extraordinary, to aid him in the negotiation. 
The proposition happened to have been made at a most fortunate 
juncture of affairs, when Bonaparte was prepai-ing for a war with 
England. He wished to keep on good terms with the United States — 
feared that the British navy might wrest his newly aec[iiired province 
from him during the coming war, and was much in need of money' 
These considerations induced bini to listen favorably to the proposi- 
tion of the United States to purchase Louisiana for a large sum of 
money. 

Mr. Livingston conducted the business with great ability, and 
when Mr, Monroe arrived, he had but little more to do than sign the 
articles of the treaty. Bonaparte, iu a very short time, repented of 
this measure. He saw the great blunder he had committed in part- 
ing with a country so large, so rich, and so important, in a political 
and commercial point of view ; and would have availed hims'^lf of 
any pretext to break the treaty, and take baclt the province. The 
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President was apprised of ail tliese facte, and warned by our min- 
isters, that if there siiouid be the slightest delay in the ratification) 
and in the proYisiona to he made by Congress to pay the instal- 
ments of the purchase, we should lose it altogether. The treaty was 
signed at Paris, the 30th of Aprii, 1803. So soon as it reached the 
United States, the President, hy proclamation, called Congresa 
on the first Monday in October, to take measures to carry it into 
effect. 

In all his efforts to bring this business to a successful issue, the 
President received the hearty co-operation of .he leader of the House 
of Representatives. Mr. Eandolph's quick and comprehensive mind 
saw, at a glaiLce, the importance of the crisis, and, as chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, hia aid was most prompt and efficient 
in getting over the difficulty. By the 10th of November, a bill had 
been passed, and approved by the President, creating certificates of 
. stock in favor of the French Bepublic, for the sum of eleven mil- 
lions two hundred and fifty tiiousand dollars, bearing an interest of 
sis per centum per annum, from' the time when possession of Louisiana 
shall have been obtaiued, in conformity with the treaty of the thir- 
tieth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and three, between 
the United States of America and the French Bepublic. Possession 
was given the 20th of December following ; and all the measures 
adopted by Congress in regard to the newly acquired territory, were 
either matured hy the Committee of "Ways and Means, of which Mr, 
Randolph was chairman, or by some select committee, appointed at 
Lis instance. Pew men did more than he to secure the purchase of 
Louisiana, when once made, and then to provide for it a good and 
efE.oient government Next to the Declaration of Independence, and 
the adoption of the present Constitution, the acquisition of Louisiana 
has had more influence than any other thing on the destiny of the 
United States. 

Mr. Jefferson was a strict constructionist, and held that no pow- 
ers should be exercised but those specifically granted. The Gonsti- 
tutioa contemplates no territory beyond that in possession of the Con- 
federacy or of the States at the time of its adoption. The purchase 
of foreign territory was a thing not dreamed of by its framers, nor is 
there any clause authorizing such a measure. Mr, Jefferson was 
fully aware of this ; but he considered that there was such an imperi- 
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ous necessity in tliis ease, requiring such immediate action — now or 
never — that he wonld be justified in making the acquisition, and pro- 
curing a Bauotion of it afterwards, by an amendment of the Coaatitu- 
tion. " The Constitution haa made no provision for our holding 
foreign territory," says he, " still leas for incorporating foreign nations 
into our Union. The Esecutive, in seizing the fugitive occurrence, 
which so much advances the good of their country, have done an act be- 
yond the Constitution. The legislature, in easting behind them meta- 
physical subtleties, and risking themselves like faithful servants, must 
ratify and pay for it, and throw themselves on their country, for do- 
■ g f th m th ■ d, what we know they would have done for 

th m 1 h I th y b n in a situation to do it. But we shall not 
b ! w 1 ly th tion, and their act of indemnity will con- 
fl m d t w k th Constitution, by more strongly marking oat 
t 1 

B t ft tely th s act of indemnity was never performed — 
tl m \ t t tl Constitution was never made. What was an 

jt J fid 1 J by neoe'Mty has n w become a jieoedent 
I irly 11 th dficulties that thieaten a dissolution of the 
U ! S f 8 * f *^® slaveiy question ind the acqiisitiDn if 
new ternto\y hive been oooisioned by that fatal omissiDu Had the 
Constitution been amended as :,ontemplate 1 by first sanctioning 
that which had been idmitted a^ a vi lati n of it and then by 
defining minutely the powers to be esercised in futuie by Congieas 
the present embarrassments ot tl e country oould never have hip 
pened. We see also in this transiotion the tnsu&ciencj of a i iper 
constitution to lesist the euirent of the popular will — unless there ba 
power to restrain power nothing else can withstand it — the plea of 
necessity hasbeenuiged by Con^ies^fji neaily every uni'onstitutiDnil 
act they have perpetrated. 

The next subject of importanoe to which Mr. Randolph's atten- 
tion was turned, waa the impeachment and trial of Judge Chase. 
On Thursday the 5th of January, 1S04, he moved that a committee 
be appointed to inquire into the ofBeial conduct of Samuel Chase, 
one of the associate justices of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and report their opinion whether the said Samuel Chase had 
so acted in his judicial capacity as to require the interposition of the 
constitutional power of the House, The committee reported seven 
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ftrticles of impeachment drafted Idj their ohairman, and detailing 
charges of misconduct on tlie part of the judge in the trial of John 
Fries, for high treason, in levying wax against the Uaited States 
during the Whisky Insurrection in Pennsylvania ; and also in the 
trial of Thomas Cooper and James Oallender, for sedition or lihel 
against the President. 

This trial was a very important one, as Judge Chase had been 
one of those high-hancled federalists, who not only approved the 
Alien and Sedition Laws, but had transcended all bounds in his 
eagerness to enforce them. 

For want of time the subject was postponed to the nest session. 
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it will well repay a perusal. As two-thirds of the senators present 
were reqnired to concur in sustaining an impeachment, and as only 
a majority concurred in sustaining some of the articles, Judge Chase 
was acquitted. 

There was soaroely any siihject of importance before Congress at 
this period that did not attract the personal attention of Mr. Ran- 
dolph. Not content with, the laborious duties of the Finance Commit- 
tee, furnishing work enough for any ordinary mind, we find him on 
innumerable select committees, embracing the widest range of investi- 
gation on all subjects of legislation. Nothing escaped his yigilant 
eye — nothing too laborious for him to undertake. These four* 
years, from the opening of Mr. Jefferson's administration to the 4th 
of March, 180S, tlie close of the eighth Congress, were indeed his 
working days. He was abstemious in his habits, unceasing in his 
labors, unremitting in his attention to public duties. 

No man had ever risen so rapidly, or attained a higher degree of 
eminence and influence ; hia career was brilliant and successful. 
The President in the executive dopartinont, and he as the leader of 



b/ Google 



]98 UfK or JOHN RANDOLPH. 

the legislative, Lad done all that was espcctcd of them ia the great 
work of reforming the goTernment, and briuging it haelc to its original 
simplicity. Many years afterwards he recurred to this period with 
just pride. "Sir, (said he in a speech on retrenchment, in 1828,} I 
have never seen hut one administration, which seriously, and in good 
faith, was disposed to give up its patronage, and was willing to go 
farther than Congress, or even the people themselves, so far as Con- 
gress represents their feelings, desired — and that was the first 
administration of Thomas Jefferson. He, sir, waa the only man I 
ever know or heard of, who really, truly, and honestly, not only said 
" nolo ^liscopaH," but actually refused the mitre. It was a pai't of 
my duty, and one of the most pleasant parts of public diity that I 
ever performed, under his recommendation — not because he recora- 
d.it, thank God !— to move, in this Hoiise, to relieve the public 
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and he was, indeecl, looked to from all quarters as the fearless cham- 
pion of truth and justice. But no mau ever drank of the cup of 
life unmingled with bitter waters. The mean and the n II 

grown jealous of his greatness, and were seeking by Iqw a 1 un n^ 
arts to destroy his influence, and to withdraw from b tl nfi 
deuce of the people. It was a trait of his character n t al an 

don principle for policy ; never to relinquish a favorite a e h w 
' ever hopeless of success ; never to quit his books and h tudy f 
idle conversation ; never to permit a vulgar familiarity f the ake 
of gaining popularity with those who were to vote on hi m a 
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Heace,.tliey began to speak of him as a person possessing proud and 

haughty manners ; and as a leader, having Jailed to harmonize the 
republican members of Oongreas. " Great God 1" exclaims Thomp- ■ 

son, " to think that measures of the highest import to our country 

are opposed, because their advocate does not make a bow in the right 

way! This is the fact'; I have taken the liberty of asking, what 

your manner has to do with your public (liaractei' — whether there 

are laws penal against study, reading, and devotioa to the welfare of 

your country." But the cause of offence lay not In his reserved and 

retiring deportment — his proud and haughty manners — it was found 

in that keen sense of injustice and wrong that made him detect base- 
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see something ot its history. Eandolph was in Georgia at the time 
of the perpetration of this villany, and participated in the shame 
and mortification of his friends at seeing persons, reputed religious 
and respectable, effecting a public robbery, by bribing the legisla- 
tors of the State, and reducing them to the horrors of treachery 
and pei'jury. A more detestable, impudent, and dangerous viliany 
is not to be found on record. Notwithstanding the notoriety of these 
transactions in the State of Georgia — the law was not only pronounc- 
ed unconstitutional, fraudulent and void, was not only repealed, 
but it was burnt by the common hangman, and the record of it 
expunged from the statute book — notwithstanding these facts, known 
to ail men, a company of individuals in other States purchased up 
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tliia fraudulent title and presented their petition to OoDgress, asking 
remuneration foe the land, wliioli in the mean time had heen trana- 
ferred by Georgia to the United Statea. 

In the " Articles of Agreement and Cession" hetweea Georgia 
and tie United States, is a proviso that the United States may dis 
pose of, or appropriate a portion of the said lands, not exceeding 
five millions of acres, or the proceeds of the five millions of acres, or 
any part thereof, for the purpose of satisiying, quieting, or compen- 
sating for any olaims, other than those recognized in the articles of 
agreement, which may he made to the said lands. It was under this 
provision, that the New England and Mississippi Land Company, 
who in the mean time had purchased the spurious title of the origi- 
nal grantees of a cormpt legislature, petitioned Congress to satisfy 
their claim hj a fair purchase or commutation. In the session of 
1802-3, this subject was first brought to the attention of the legis- 
. lature. Mr. Madison and Mr, Gallatin, members of the President's 
cabinet, and Mr. Levi Lincoln, were appointed oominissionera to 
investigate this subject. They made an elaborate report, and con- 
cluded with a proposition, that so much of the five millions of aci-es 
as shall remain after having satisfied the olaims of settlers and 
otiiers, not recogniaed by the agreement with Georgia, which shall 
be confirmed by the United States, be appropriated for the purpose 
of satisfying and ciuieting the claims of the persons who derive their 
ftl f A t f th St te f ft gi p ssed on the rth day of 
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Mr Randolph opp led it h wevei fiom the bcgii n ng he knew 
its orig n itfl hiatory and no eoiiBideiation of prudence or policy 
could induce him foi a, m ment to tolerate the m nstious initpity 

On the 2'ith of January 1805 a lesulution was introduced into 
the House that three comuinsBioners he appointed to receive pio- 
poaiti ns of compromise and settlement ti m the seveial compa 
nies or persons holding claims to land^ withm the present limits of 
the MiSiisaiipi Teirif ly m such Jianner as m their oiinion shall 
conduce to the inti,iesta ff the United States jiovided suit settle- 
ment si all not exceed the limit jieseiihed by the convention with 
the &tate of G-eoioit Th t. iesolution was introduced by a few 
remaiks fiom Mi Dana, chiitraau of the Committee of Claims 

Ml Rauddph then rose — Perh^; '^ stid he it may be &up 
posed from the i,ouTse which ttia b isinesB has taken thit the ddver 
saiies if the jresect mPisnie indulge the exjectititn of being ible 
to come f rwaid it a future daT— not t this Hou=e for that hope 
was desfeiate bit to the public — with t moie matuied opiosition 
than t n their power now to make But jast expeiieni'e has 
h wn t them thit this is one ot tho'je subiects which pollution has 
san t fi d thit the hailuwel mysteiies of eoiiupton are not to be 
p f 1 i the eye of public curiosity. No, air, the orgies of Yazoo 
spe I t are not to be laid open to the public gaze. None but the 
in t t d e permitted to behold the monstrous sacrifice of the best 
t t f the nation on the altar of corruption. When this abomi- 
n t is t be practised, we go into conclave. Do we apply to the 
p th t potent engine, the dread of tyi'ants and of villains, but the 
shield of freedom and of worth 1 No, sir, the press is gagged. On 
this subject we have a virtual sedition law ; not with a specious title, 
bat irresistible in its operations, which goes directly to its object. 
This demon of speculation has wrested from the nation at one sweep, 
their beat, their only defence, and has closed the avenue of informa- 
tion. But a day of retribution may yet come. If their rights are 
to be bartered away, and their property aijuandered, the people must 
not, they shall not be kept in ignorance by whom it is done. We 
hare often heard of party spirit, of caucuses, as they are termed, to 
settle legislative questions, but never have I seen that spirit ao visible 
as at present. The out-door intrigue is too palpable to be disguised. 
When it was proposed to abolish the judiciary system, reared in the 
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last momenta of an Lspii ng adniiuistrati n tl o detested offaprmg 
of a midnight hour when the question of repeil was befoie tie 
House ; it could not be taken until midnight in the th id oi f uith 
week of the discussion When the great and good miu who now filh 
and who (whatever may be the wi&hes of our opponents) I hope and 
trust will long fill the executive chair, not less to his own honor than 
to the happiness of his fellow-citizens — when he recommended tlie 
repeal of the internal taxes, delay succeeded delay, tUl patience itself 
was worn threadbare. But now, when public plunder is the order 
of the day, how are we treated? Driven into a committee of the 
whole, and out again in a breath by an iiiflesible majority, exulting 
in their strength, a decision must be had immediately. The advo- 
cates for the proposed measure feel that it will not bear serutiny. 
Hence this precipitancy. They wince fi-om the touch of examination, 
and are willing to hurry through a painful and disgraceful discussion. 
. As if animated by one spirit, they perform aU their evolutions with 
the most exact discipline, and march in firm phalanx directly up to 
their object. Is it that men combined together to effect some evil 
purpose, acting on previous pledge to each other, are even more ia 
unison than those who, seeking only to discover truth, obey the im- 
pulse of that eonacienoe which G-od has placed in their bosom ? Such 
men will not stand oompromited. They will not stifle the sugges- 
tions of their own minds, and sacrifice their private opinions to the 
attainment of some nefarious object. 

" The memorialists plead ignorance of that fraud by which the 
aflt from which their present title was derived, was passed. As it 
has been a pretest for exciting the compassion of the legislature, I 
wish to examine the ground upon which this allegation rests. When 
the act of stupendous villany was passed, in 1795, attempting under 
the form and semblance of law to rob unborn millions of their birth- 
right and inheritance, and to convey to a baud of unprincipled and 
flagitious men, a territory more extensive, more fertile than any 
State ia the Union, it caused a sensation scarcely less violent 
than that caused by the passage of the Sti«np Act, or the shutting up 
of the port of Boston ; with this difference, that when the Port Bill 
of Boston passed, her Southern brethren did not take advantage of 
the forms of law, by which a cornipt legislature attempted to de- 
fraud her of the bounties of nature ; they did not speculate on the 
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wrongs of their insulted countrymen. * * * * " Sanction tbis claim, 
derived from the act of 1795, and what, in effect, do you declare? 
Y u da solemn ackuowledgment that Congress has unfairly and 

d h c t!y obtained from Georgia a grant of land to which that Stat« 
had n t tie, having previously sold it to others for a yaluable coHsid- 
erat n f wbicb. transaction Congress was at the time fully apprised. 
Th t; nf s of this Mississippi Land Company set out with, an attempt 
t p that they are entitled to the whole fifty millions of acres of 
land, under the act of 1795; aaid thu? they make their plea to be 
admitted to a proportional share of five. If they really believed 
what they say, would they be willing to unmmute a good legal or 
equitable claim for one-tenth of its value [ * * * • "Wu are told that 
we stand pledged, and that an appropriation for British grafts, not 
granted by Spain especially, waa made for the especial benefit of a 
particular class of claimants, branded too by the deepest odium, who 
dare talk to us of the public faith, and appeal to the national honor ! 
* * * * The right of the State of Georgia to sell is denied by your 
own statute book. So far from being able to transfer to others the 
right to extinguish the Indian title to land, she haa not been able to 
exercise it for.her own benefit. It is only through the agency of the 
United States that she can obtain the extinguishment of the Indian 
title to the sale of land within her limits ; much less could she dele- 
gate it to a few Yazoo men. * *.* *,* The present case- presents a 
monstrous anomaly, to which the ordinary and narrow maxims of 
municipal jurisprudence cannot be applied. It is from great first 
principles, to which the patriots of Georgia so gloriously appealed, 
that we must look for aid in such extremity. Extreme cases, like 
this, call for extreme remedies. They bid defiance to palliatives, and 
it is only by the knife, or the aotual cautery, that you con expect re- 
lief. There is no cure short of extirpation. Attorneys and judges 
do not decide the fate of empires. ***** The Government of the 
United States, on a former occasion^ did not, indeed, act in this firm 
and decided manner. But those were hard, unconstitutional times, 
that never ought to be drawn into precedent. The first year I had 
the honor of a seat in this House, an act was passed somewhat of a 
similar nature to the one now proposed. I allude to the case of the 
Connecticut Resei-ve, by which the nation was swindled out of three 
or four millions of acres, which, like other bad titles, had fallen into 
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the hands of innoeent purehasei's, When I advert to the applicanta 
by whom we wei'e then beset, I find among them one of the persona 
who Btjled themselvea the Agents of the New England Mississippi 
Xtaud Company, who seems to have an unfortunate knaok of buying 
bad titles. His gigantic grasp embraces with one hand the shores of 
Lake Erie, and with the other stretches to the Bay of Mobile, Mil- 
lions of acres are easily digested by such stomachs. Groaded by ava- 
rice, they buy only to sell, and sell only to buy. The retail trade of 
fraud and imposture yields too small and slow a profit to gratify their 
cupidity. They buy and sell corruption in the gross, and a few mil- 
lions of acres, more or less, is hardly fejt in the account. The 
deeper the play, the greater their zest in the game ; and the stake 
which is set upon the throw is nothing less than the patrimony of the 
peopla Mr. Speaker, when I see the agency which is employed on 
this occasion, I must own that it fills me with apprehension and 
alarm. The same agent is at the head of an eseoutive department of 
our GovernmentJ and inferior to none in the influence attached to it. 
* * * * This officer presents himself at yowr bar, at once a party and 
an advocate. Sir, when I see such a tremendous influence brought 
to bear upon us, I do confess it strikes me with consternation and 
despair. Are the heads of eseoutive departments, with the influ- 
ence and patronage attached to them, to extort from us now, what we 
refused at the last session of Congress! * » * • * I will pin my- 
self upon this test, and preach upon it as long as I have life. If no 
other reasoa could be adduced, but for a regard for our own fame—if 
it were only to rescue ourselves from this foul imputation — this weak 
and dishonorable compromise ought to receive a prompt and decisive 
rejection. Is the voice of patriotism lulled to rest, that we no longer 
hear the cry against an overbearing majority, determined to put 
down the Constitution, and deaf to every proposition of compromise ? 
Such were the dire forebodings to which we have been compelled 
heretofore to listen. But if the enmity of such men be formidable, 
their friendship is deadly destruction, their touch deadly pollution ! 
What is the spirit against which we now struggle — which we have 
Tainly endeavored to stifle? A monster generated by fraud, nui'sed 
in corruption, that in grim silence awaits its prey. It is the spirit 
of Federalism," 
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It may readily Iw conceived what effect this and similar spoechea 
which had heen delivered, whenever the subject was presented, would 
have on the members of the republican party who were interested, 
for themselves or their friends, in the Yazoo speculation. Au in- 
trigue was set on foot to supplant Mr. Eandolpli. It was determined 
that he should be put down. The Postmaster G-eneral openly de- 
clared that lie or Kandolph — one must fall. This expression was un- 
derstood as intimating an intention to caU him out. Some one 
observed that Bandolph would not be backward in answering to a 
call of that kind. He replied, not in that way — " I wwah, as a pMic 
imm — as apolitical chwractm-." After the adjournment of Congress, 
March, 180S, he made a tour of the New England States, for the pur- 
pose of organizing a party to puU down Randolph. Some of the re- 
publican members from that quarter gave countenance to the plan, 
and Mr. Barnabas Bidwell was put forward as their file-leader. 
These men insinuated tbemselyes into favor, and assumed to be the 
exclusive friends of the President ; but they were charged, many of 
them, with being ia league with Burr, and having no other design but 
to embarrass the Executive, and to force the President into a sanction 
of their views. " If some members of Congress," says a leading jour- 
nal of that day, "are to be bribed with post-office coTU/racts to obtain 
their votes for a nefarious speculation, on one hand ; and if a member 
of Congress, superior to all corruption, and all pollution or dishonor, 
is to \i&'pulkd down; and the offices of Government are to be em- 
ployed to such ends ; it is vain to pretend that repufclioan govern- 
ment can stand, if such corruption and such oornipt men are suffered 
to retain all the power, which they prostitute; and if men of virtue, 
honor, talents and integrity, are to be made victims of intrigue, bot- 
tomed on such coiTUption." 



CHAPTEE XXVIII. 
FTlI.73NIlSniP. 
We have sooa what an immense task, and what a weight of responsi- 
bility, devolved on Mr. Randolph for the last four years. He found 
time, nevertheless, to keep up an extensive correspondence with his 
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friends. He had bow added to the list his two half-brothers and 
their sister, who were just growing up. His sentiments in regai-d to 
the conduct of a family towards those " worthy lads," who just begin 
to feel the pride and self-importance of budding manhood, are so true 
and so worthy of imitation, that we give them to the reader. — 
" Give to dear Beverly," says he, " my warmest love. Let me, my 
dear sister, caution you (and be not offended at it) respecting that 
worthy lad. Treat him with a marked attention. I know you love 
him tenderly — he is deserving of it. Display that affection by a man- 
ner the most considerate and Jdnd. Cherish him ; for he is a jewel above 
price. Beverly is now of an age to receive from every body the treat- 
ment due to a man — a young one, I grant — and to a gentleman. No 
consideration should dispense with this conduct on any part. It does 
not im fiyfoffnaiity, but respect — not coldness, but kind attention. 
These, I pronounce, are essentiaUy requisite, and in a greater degree 
than usual, to the developinant of his amiable character." 

But poor Thompson continued, by his erratic ways, to keep alive 
the anxious solicitude of his friend. That brilliant, though wayward 
genius, had fallen into desperate courses. Calumny, acting on a 
morbid sensibility, had banished him from that homo where alone he 
coald find sympathy and encouragement Misfortune had so per- 
verted his feelings, as to make him, in the spirit of misanthropy, 
shun the observation of those that once knew and respected him, and 
to seek oblivion and forgetfulness in tie haunts of low dissipation. 
Now was the time to test true friendship. The cold world would 
pass him by with averted look, and protest they never knew him ; 
the friend would take him by the hand, and gently and affectionately 
draw him back to the paths of virtue. Randolph professed to be hia 
friend — how nobly did he redeem that pledge ! In the following let- 
ter, he speaks to him in plainness and in ti'uth. But whilst he 
does not spare his erring friend, his censure is accompanied with 
such a tone of delicacy and affection, as to melt the most obdurate 
heart, and kindle emotions of reformation in tho most desperate 



lay be the motives," says he, " which have determined 
yon to renounce all intercourse with me, it becomes me, perhaps, to 
respect them ; yet to be deterred from my present purpose by punc- 
tilio would evince a coldness of temper which I trust does not belong 
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to me, and would, at tlie same time, convlet me to myself of the most 
pitiful insincerity, in professing for you a regard whioli lias never 
Leon inferior to my professions, and which is not in any oiroumstance 
entirely to destroy. To tell you that during the last three months 
I have observed your progress throiagh life with nninternipted and 
increasing anxiety, would be to give you a faint idea of what has 
passed in my mind. The mortification wtich. I liave experienced on 
hearing you spoken of in terms of frigid and scanty approbation, can 
only be exceeded by that which I liave felt on the silent embarrass- 
ment wtioh my imjuiries have occasioned those who were unwilling 
to wound your character or my feelings. You know me too well, 
William, to suppose that my inquiries have been directed by the 
miserahl* spirit which seeks to exalt itself on the depression of others. 
They have, on the contrary, been very few, and made with the most 
guarded circumspection. To say the trnth, I have never felt myself 
equal to the task of hearing the recital of details whiob were too 
often within my reach, and which not unfreqwently courted my atten- 
tion. They have always received from me the most decisive repulse. 
My own pride would never bear the humiliation of permitting any 
one to witness the mortification which I felt. After all this pream- 
ble,' let me endeavor to effect the purpose of this address. Let me 
beg of you to ask yourself what are your present pursuits, and how 
fctr congenial to your feelings or character. I have not, I cannot, 
so far have mistaken you ; you cannot so suooessfully have deceived 
yourself. Tours is not the mind which can derive any real or last- 
ing gratification from the pursuits or the attainments of a grovelling 
ambition. These may afford a temporary and imperfect relief from 
that voice which tells you who you are, and what is expected from 
you. The world is well disposed to forgive the aberrations of youth- 
ful indiscretion from the straight road of prudence ; but there is a 
point beyond which its temper can no longer be played upon. After 
a certain, degree of resistance, it becomes more prone to asperity 
,han it had ever been to indulgence. But grant that its good nature 
were unlimited, you are not the character who can be content to hold 
by so humiliating a tenure that which you can and ought to demand 
of right. Can you be content to repose on the courtesy of mankind 
for that respect which you may challenge as your due, and which 
may be enforced when withheld 5 Can you quit the high ground and 
imposing attitude of self-esteem to solicit the precarious bounty of a 
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contemptuous and contemptible world 1 I can scarcely forgive my- 
self for dwelling so long oa so iuTidioiis a theme. I have long medi- 
tated to address you on this subject. One of the diasuasives from 
the plan is now removed. Let me again conjure you to ask youraelf 
seriously, What are your present objects of pursuit? How far any 
laudable aajuirement can be attained by a town residence, particu- 
larly in a tavern? Whether such a life be oompatible with the 
maintenance of that respectability of character which is necessary to 
give us value in the eyes of others or of ourselves 1 And let me con- 
jure you to dissolve by a single exertion the spell which now enchains 
you. The only tie which could have bound you is no more. Town 
fetters are but those of habit, and that of but short standing. Were 
it confirmed, there would indeed be but little hope, and *his letter 
would never have been penned. As it would be improper to urge 
the dissolution of your present plan of life without pointing out some 
alternative, I recommend a, residence of twelve or eighteen months 
with Taylor, and a serious application, before it be too late, to that 
profession which will be a friend to yon when the sunshine insects 
who have laughed with you in your prosperity shall have passed away 
with the genial season which gave them birth. The hour is fast 
approaching, be assured, when it will be in vain to attempt the ao- 
quirement of professional knowledge. Too well I know that readi- 
ness of apprehension and sprightliness of imagination will not make 
amends for application. The latter serves but to light up our igno- 

'•' There is one topic on which I cannot trust even my pen. Did I 
not believe that this letter would occasion you pain, it certainly never 
had been written. Yet to wiite it with that view would be a 
purpose truly diabolical. Yon are a pbysician ; you probe not the 
wounds of the dead. Yet 'tis to heal, and not to agonize, that you 
insert your instrument into the living body. Whatever may be the 
effect of this attempt — whatever may be the disposition which it cre- 
ates in you, I shall never, while you live, cease to feel an interest in 
your fate. Every one here remembers you with undiminished affec- 
tion. If I judge from myself, you acj more than ever interesting to 
them, and whenever, if ever, you revisit Bizarre, you will recognize 
in every member of the family your unchanged friends. 

"J, K., Ja." 
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This last and nolile effort to rodcem a fallen friend was not in 
riiin. The advice was followed. Tlionipaon spent a few moatlis with 
Creed Taylor, in tlie neigliborliood of Bizarre ; lie then went to 
Itichmond and read law, in the office of George Hay, Esq., a distia-- 
gulshect lawyer and politician of that day. From this time, with 
few exceptions, his letters are more cheerful, and replete with sallies 
of his fine genius ; he communicates much instructive and amusing 
information about the proceedings of the legislature, and the leading 
characters of Richmond ; and never failed to give vent to those 
deep feelings of gratitude that swelled in his bosom, towards one who 
had been to him a brother indeed, in his hour of degradation aud 
misfortune. 

Having obtained a competent knowledge of his profession, Mr. 
Eandolph procured for bim an ffi " th wly wsq ' ed territory 
of Louisiana — enconraged bim tob kfffmh 11 associations,' 
and to seek his fortune anew, i 1 1 t t In the spring 

of 1804, he married a virtuous d mplisb d w f d set out on 
his journey to the far west, with 11 th b gfit p pects that his 
ardent imagination knew so well h w ti p t bef h m. This is 
the last letter ever addressed to him by hia friend . 

Bjzabbe, 13 May, 1804. 

" When I requested you to inquire at the post-office at Abing- 
ton for a letter from me, it did not occur to me by how circuitous a 
route my communication must travel before it could reach that place- 
To guard against accidents, therefore, I have directed it to be for- 
warded to Nashville, in case you should Lave left Abington before 
its arrival there. We have been every day suggesting to ourselves 
tlie inconvenience to which you must have been'exposed by the bad 
weather which we have invariably experienced ever since your 
departure, and regretting that the situation of your affairs would not 
permit you to continue witb us until a change took place. You, how- 
ever, my good friend, have embarked upon too serious a voyage to 
take into consideration a little rough weather upon the passage. The 
wish which I feel to add my mite to the counsels through which alone 
it can prove prosperous, is reprised by the reflection, that your suc- 
cess depends upon the discovery of no new p-indple of human 
affairs, but upon the applioation of such as are familial' to all, and 
which none know better how to estimate than yourself. Decision, 
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firmnesa, independence, which ecjually aeorns to yield our own 
rights as to detract from those of others, are the only guides to the 
esteem of the world, or of ourselyes, A reliance upon our resources 
for all things, but especially for relief against that arch fiend the 
tjedium vitse, can atone guard us against a state of dependence and 
contempt. But I am growing sententious, and, of course, pedantic, 
Judy joins me in every good wish to yourself and Mrs. Thompson. 
Permit me to add that there is one being in the world who will ever 
be ready to receive you with open arms, whatsoever may be the fate 
of the laudable endeavors which you are now mating. 
" Yours, truly, 

" John Randolph. 
" Wx. Th. 



Poor Thompson did not live to test the strength of h 
virtue, and to make a new application of those principles that he had 
learned in the school of adversity so well how to estimate. He died 
by the way-side, and all the renewed hopes of himself and of his 
friend, were swallowed up in the oblivious night of death. On the 
hack of the copy of the foregoing letter, which is written in Mr, 
Bandolph's own handwriting, is found the following endorsement: 
"W. T,, May 13, 1804. Alas !" What more could he wilte as an 
epitaph on the lonely tomb of this wandering, ill-starred young man? 
Alas ! alas I was all that could be said of the misfortunes and the 
untimely end of poor William Thompson. 

Joseph Bryan, in the meantime, had returned from his travels; 
the joyous, free-hearted Bryan had ceased " fighting the Russians," 
reoroBsed the broad Atlantic main, and from his aea-gii-t isle was in- 
diting letters to his friend, describing the cities he had seen, the men 
and their manners — if not with the depth of observation of the wise 
TJlyasea, at least with as much pleasure and freedom of narration. 
He urged his old companion to visit once more his friends in Geor- 
gia; " Yon are the popular man here," says he, " the federalists to the 
contrary notwithstanding." But Randolph, ever seeking to make his 
friends useful to themselves and to their country, turned the thoughts 
of this volatile young man to a higher aim. 

On his solicitation, Bryan became a candidate for Congress ; was 
defeated; renewed the attempt, and was successful. He stood by 
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tlie side of his gallant friend and fought manfiiUy that Medusa head 
of fiaud the Yazoo speculation, whenever it reared its horrid front 
1 1 on tht floiP of Congress. He had been to Bizarre, and formed an 
I juiintanoe with the charming society there, of which he ever after- 
w^lc^b Bpoke in terms of the highest adnib-ation ; he had hunted, 
fi bed flown kites, and played niarhlea with " the boys ;" hut ahove 
ill his wild fancy had heen caught at last, and, Uke the fly in the 
iltra web he was entangled in the inextricable meshes of all- 
L]nr(ueii!ig loTO. Miss Delia Foreman, daiighter of &eneral Fore- 
m^n ot the Eastern Shore of Maryland, intimate friends of Mr, 
Kaiidolph was the charming object of attraction. The summer 
iccpos Df 1R04 was spent in Georgia, hut the bland ia the sea, with 
ill its means of pleasure, had !ost ite ohatm, and he was about to 
desert it, and to go in search of the fiur nymph whose dwelling looked 
Dut on the broad waters of the Chesapeake, 

On the 8th of September, 1804, from Bizarre his friend writes to 
him : " Should this find yoo at Wilmington, which I heartily wish it 
may not. I trust, my dear Bryan, that you will derive the most satis- 
factory information from the inclosed respecting your fair tyrant. 
To 1)716 the Major says not a word on the subject of his daughter, bnt 
I infer from a variety of oircam stances that she is about this time on 
a visit to her aunt, Mrs, "Van Bibber, in Gloucester, about eighty 
miles from Eichmond ; I hope, therefore, very soon to see you in 
Virginia, 

" I have nothing worth relating, except that Mrs, Randolph was 
almost as much disappointed as myself when our messenger arrived 
last night from the post-offioe without a letter from you. How easy 
would it be, once a week, to say ' I am at such a place, in such health, 

and to-morrow shall go to ,' These little bulletins of your 

well-being and motions would be a thousand times more interesting 
to me than those of his Britannic Majesty's health, or his Corsioan 
Highncsa's espedifions. Let me beg of you to make dispatch, 

" JoiCT Randolph." 

After the adjournment of Congress, March, 1805, Bryan hastened 
on to Chestertowa to be married. On the 8th of March he writes 
from ti ' place : " You will hardly believe me when I tell you. 
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tfiat my tyrants baye Lad the unparalleled barbarity to ( 
aiy mai-riage until the 25th of this month. Sumptuousnesa, pomp, 
parade, &o., must be observed in giving away a jewel worth more than 
the hingdoms of this world, — I rather suspect I shall be myself the 
most awkward and ungraeefal movable used on the occasion : eurso 
it, I hate to be eshibited ; and nothing but the possession of the 
jewel itself would induce me to ran the gauntlet of felicitation I 

shall receive from the whole file of collaterals. Lovely aa her 

person is, I prize her heart more. Jack ! what have I done to in- 
duce the good God to favor me so highly 1 Sinner that I am, I 
deserve not the smallest of his gifts, and behold I am treated more 
kindly than even Abraham, who saw God fece to iaoe, and was called 
his friend ; he, poor fellow, had to put up with his sister Sarah, who, 
beside other exceptionable qualities, was cursed with a bad temper ; 
while I, having sought among the beautie? of the eaith, have found and 
obtained the loveliest and best, which I am willing to prove against 
all comers on foot or on horseback, m the tented field with sword 
and spear, or on the roaring ocean at the cannon's mouth. If you 
will come and see us {on tbeir island m the sea), my Delia will 
make one of her best puddings for yonr entertainment In the course 
of a year or two you may expect to see your friend Brain metamor- 
phosed into a gentleman of high polish, able to make as spruce a 
bow, and to hand a lady to her carriage with all the graces of an 
Adonis. Adieu \ may heaven prosper and bless you." 

In the course of a year or two, alas ) he leas metamorphosed ; the 
beautiful Delia also faded away; and their two little boys were left 
orphans \ John Randolph showed his attachment to the father by 
his devotion to the sons ; they were raised partly in his own house, 
and educated at his expense. The oldest and the namesake, John 
Eandolph Bryan, mimy years after this period, when he grew up to 
manhood, married Miss Elizabeth Coulter, the niece of Mr. Ean- 
dolph; "my charming niece," as he used to call her, and the daughter 
of his beloved and only sister. Mr. Bryan and his aeooroplished 
wife now live in Gloiicester county, Virginia, on the Bay Shore. 
A bountiful soil blesses them with its abundant fruits; and the tide, 
that daily fiows at their feet, wafts to their door the rich treasures of 
the sea. May they long live to enjoy in their " happy nook" the 
blcBsiuga of a poaeeful home ; and to dispense that elegant hospi- 
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tality, so rave now, but, at the time tiieir father fii'st Tisited Bizarre, 
so common in the Old Dominion, 

The causes of this great change, or at least some of them, we are 
now about to inTestigate, John Kaadolph has said that " The 
embargo, like Achilles' wrath, was the aource of our Iliad of woes I" 



CHAPTEli XXIX. 

3SISTH CONSKESS. — FOEEION BBLATIOSS. — DIFFIOULTIBS WITH 
FBAMCE AMD SPAIN", 

Never had an admicistration a more difficult task to perform than that 
of Mr. Jefferson at this time. Ever since the French revolution there 
had been a constant warfare, with short breathing intervals, between 
France and England. Th h 1 1 tj f their political principles, add- 
ed to old national ant 2 h n w nade it a war of extermination. 
These great belligere t j w t to involve the United States in 
the controversy. But p 1 y w neutrality : General Washing- 
ton early announced th and his firm hand steadily pursued 
it so long as he grasp I th bin t ffairs. Mr. Adams was not so 
successful — his Engli h p d 1 t n swerved him from the straight 
path of neutrality, ani n 1 d h administration in a " qnasi war" 
with France. Mr. J ff h 1 h ti erto been eminently suoeessftil 
in all his domestic an I f P 1 y But now, in 1805, he seemed 
to be involved in aim t ztr oabl difficulties. Our embarrass- 
ments with Spain, Fr n nd Engl nd, had grown bo complicated 
and critical, that it m d mp I le to escape without war, or na- 
tional disgrace. The pu h f L uiaiana removed a present peril, 
but brought with it a t a n f d fh ult es. Bonaparte made the sale 
just before his meditated ruptuie of the treaty of Amiens, and at a 
time when he feared the province would be wrested from him by the 
superior maritime power of England. But he soon repented of his 
bargain, and sought every opportunity to regain his lost empire be- 
yond the Atlantic. Spain, but three years before, had made an ex- 
change of it with France, and had not surrendered possession. She 
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was muoli displeased at the transfer made by the First Consul, and 
between them they embarrassed the United States as much as they 
could, and threw every obstacle in the way of a full and peaceable 
possession of the new territory. England still retained muot of her old 
grudge towards the United States as revolted provinces — looked with 
a jealous eye on their growing commerce, their rising greatness — and 
sought every opportunity to dip the wing of the aspiring eagle. En- 
tertaining these feelings towards the peaceful and neutral govern 
ment beyond the Atlantic, these two great powers were involved in a 
war of life and death between themselves ; all Europe was in battal- 
ion ; every engine of destruction was brought to play ; like the Ti- 
tans of old, they tore up mountains, islands, whole continents, and 
hurled them at each other ; the globe itself seemed as though it 
might tumble into ruins beneath *heir giant warfare. What chance 
bad the commerce or the neutral rights of the United States to be 
respected in such a strife ? The President, in his opening message, 
the 3d of December, 1805, describes in glowing terms the destructive 
course of the great belligerents towards his own country. Again, 
on the 6th of December, three days after the opening of Congress, 
he sent a special message on the subject of Spanish aggressions ; 
they seemed to be first and moat urgent. The depredations, he said, 
which had been committed on the commerce of the United States 
during a preceding war, by persons under the authority of Spain, 
had been adjusted by a convention ; so also the spoliations commit- 
ted by Spanish subjects and carried lato ports of Spain ; it had been 
likewise agreed that those committed by French subjects and carried 
into Spanish ports should remain for further discussion. Before this 
convention was returned to Spain with our ratifloation, the transfer 
of Louisiana by France to the United States took place, an event as 
unexpected as disagreeable to Spain. From that moment she seemed 
to change her conduct and dispositions towards us ; it was first man- 
ifested by her protest against the right of France to alienate Louisi- 
ana to us, which, however, was soon retracted, and the right con- 
firmed. Her high offence was manifested at the act of Congress es- 
tablishing a coUeotion district on the Mobile, although by an authen- 
tic declaration, immediately made, it was expressly confirmed to our 
acknowledged limits ; and she now refused to ratify tho convention 
signed by her own minister under the eye of his sovereign, unless we 
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would conseEt to alterations of its terms, wliicli would have aifeeted 
ouv claims against her for spoliations by French subjects carried into 
Spanish ports. 

To obtain justice, as well as to restore friendship fbe President 
thought proper to Bend Mr. Monroe ou a special misaion to Sp^m 
" After nearly five months of fruitless endeavors," saji the message 
" to bring them to some definite and satisfactory result our mmi*!tei9 
ended the conferences without having been able to obtatn mdemn ty 
for spoliations of any description, or any satisfaction aa to the born 
daries of Louisiana, other than a declaration that we had no right 
eastward of the Iberville ; and that onr line to tl e west wis one 
which would have left us but a string of land on tl at bftnt of the 
Mississippi. Our injured citizens were thus left without inj pros 
pect of retribution from the wrong-doer, and as to boundary, each 
party was to take its own course. That which they have chosen to 
pursue will appear from the dooumenta now communicated. They 
authorize the inference, that it is their intention to advance on our 
possessions until they shall be r^essed by an ojyposing force." 

The message then spealts of the conduct of France in regard to 
the misunderstanding between the United States and Spain, " She 
was prompt and decided in her declarations, that her demands on 
Spain for French spoliations can'ied into Spanish ports, were included 
in the settlement between the United States and France. She took 
at once the ground, that she had acquired no right from Spain, and 
had meant to deliver us none, eastward of the Iberville," 

In conclusion, the President says : " The present crisis in Eu- 
rope is favorable for pressing a settlement, and not a moment should 
be lost in availing ourselves of it. Should it pass unimproved, our 
situation would become much more difficult Formal war is not ne- 
cessary ; it is not probable it will follow ; but the protection of our 
citizens, tJie ^rit and honor of our country requkre, thai force shozdd 
be interposed to a certain degree ; it will probably contribute to ad- 
vance the object of peace. But the course to be pursued will require 
the cormnamd of^neans, which it belongs to Congress eselnsively, to 
deny or to yield. To them I communicate every fact materia! for 
their information, and the documents necessary to enable them to 
judge for themselves. To their wisdom, then, I look for the course 
I am to pursue, and will pursue with sincere neal that which they 
shall approve," 
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The President recommends no definite plan of action — leave^ 
every thing to the discretion of Oongre^ ; but it ia obvious that he 
expected them to appropriate means to raise an army of some sort, 
to repel the invasions of Spain, and to protect the persona and the 
property of our citizens in the dispnted territory. 

This message was secret and confidential : all propositions in re- 
gard to it were discussed in conolaTe, The debate is swd to have 
taken a very wide range, and was very animated. On that occasion, 
John Randolph is said to have delivered the ablest and most elo- 
quent Bpeeoh ever heard on the floor of Congress, When this mes- 
sage was read in the House of Eepresentatives, it was referred to a 
select committee, of which Mr. Randolpli waa chairman. He imme- 
diately waited on the President, and infonned him of the direction 
which had been given to the message. We have his authority for 
saying, that he then learned, not without surprise, that an appi-opri- 
ation of two miUhns was wanted to pitrchase Flrndda ! He told the 
President that he would never agree to such a measure, because the 
money had not iDeen asked for in the message ; that he would not 
consent to shift to his own shoulders, or those of the House, the pro- 
per responsibility of the Executive. If the money had been explicit- 
ly demanded, he should have been averse to granting it, because, 
after a total failure of eveiy attempt at negotiation, such a step 
would disgrace us for ever ; because France would never withhold 
her ill offices, when, by their interposition, she could extort money 
from us ; that it was equally to the interest of the United States, to 
accommodate the matter by an exchange of territory ; — (to this mode 
of settlement the President seemed much opposed) — that the nations 
of Europe, like the Barbary powers, would hereafter refi\se to look 
on the credentials of our ministers, without a previous cloucmtr. 

The committee met on the 7th of December. One of its mem- 
bers (Bidwell of Massachusetts) construed the message into a reciui- 
sition of money ioiformgn intercourse. To draw such a conclusion, 
it ia plain he must have had some other key of interpretation than 
that of the words in which the message was expressed. He proposed 
a grant to that effect, which was overruled. On the I4th of Decem- 
ber, the chairmaa was obliged to go to Baltimore, and did not return 
ti]lthe21st of the month. During this interval, the dispatches from 
Mr, Monroe, of the ISth and 25th of October, bearing on the subject 
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of Spanisli aggressions, were received by Government, but never 
submitted to the committee. Previous to the chairman's depai'ture 
foi' Baltimore, he had oceasion to call on the Secretary of State 
(Madison) to obtain a passport for his nephew, Saint Seorge Ran- 
dolph, whom he was about sending to Braidwood's and Sioard's 
schools, near London and Paris, Mr. Madison took this opportu- 
aity to enter into an explanation of the policy about to ba pursued in 
regard to Spanish aggression. He concluded his remarks with the 
declaration, thai France would not permit Spain to adjust her dif- 
faiences with us ; titat France wanted money, and that we must give 
it to her, or have a Spanish and French war ! 

It will be remembered that this deolai'ation was made to one who 
was reputed to be the leader of the Hoiiee of Representatives, and 
who was chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means. The ap- 
propriation here intimated would have to be recommended by that 
committee, and explained and defended before the House by its 
chairman. It is not surprising that a min of Mr Randolph's high 
sense of honor and of personal dignity and above all that one who 
had so nice a perception of the rights of the representative •%ai of 
the delicate relation existing between him and the JEseeutive which 
admitted not of the slightest appioich towa ds influence or dictttion 
should have fired with indignation at a proposition which seemed to 
make him and the House of Rcjiesentativea a mere tool of the Ese 
eutive, to do that for them whiL.h thsy dare not ivow before the 
world. 

When this declaration was mide 'm differpnt from the 'ientiments 
expressed by the P es dent a publ c and secret essiQC's and so 
1 un iliat ng to the pr le a 1 honor of the county M Rand l[h 
ibr ptly left the pie^ence of the Secretary w th th s rema kable ex 
1 uat bood n u ^ sir I I e I am not eal lated for a 
! He. 

Mr Ronlolph returned f ora Bolt n oie the "Ist of Deeeml er 
nd c nv ned the com n ttee As they were a. sembhng the Se ra- 
ta y ot the Tteisu y (Gallat n) called h m as de and p it nto h a 
h nds a pap»r I eided Prov a on for the pui chase of Flo da. 

Mr, Randolph declared he would not vote a shilling ; and ex- 
pressed himself disgusted with the whole of this proceeding, which 
lie could not but consider as highly disingenuous — th« most sorupn- 

VOL. r. 10 
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lous care, he said, had been taken to cover the reputation of the ad- 
miaiatration, while Congress were expected to act oa though they 
had no character to lose ; whilst the official language of the Executive 
was consistent and dignified, Congress Vfs.s privately required to take 
upon itself the odium of shrinking from the national honor and 
national defence, and of delivering the puhiic purse to the first out- 
throat that demanded it. From the official communication, from the 
face of the record, it would appear that the Executive had discharged 
his duty in recommending manly and vigorous measures, which he had 
Ijeen obliged to abandon, and had been compelled, by Coftgrezs, to pur- 
Bue an opposite ooiirse ; when, in feet, Congress had been acting ail the 
while at Executive instigation. Mr. Eandolph further observed, that 
he did not understand this double set of opinions and principles ; the 
oneosiews&fe, to go upon the journals and haiovnihe public; the other, 
the e^fflewi and real motives to action; that he held true wisdom and 
ounning to be utterly incompatible in the conduct of great afiairs ; that 
he had strong objections to the measure itself; but in the shape in which 
it was presented, his repugnance to it wm insuperable. In a subse- 
quent conversation with the President himself, in which those objec- 
tions were recapitulated, he declared that he too had a character to 
support and principles to maintain, and avowed his determined oppo- 
sition to the whole scheme. 

On the 3d of January, 1806, Mr. Kandolph made a report, under the 
instructions of the committee, which seems to be fully responsive to 
the views of the President, as expressed in both Lis messages. " The 
committee have beheld," says tiie report, " with just indignation, the 
hostile spirit manifested by the court of Madrid towai'ds the govern- 
ment of the United States, in withholding the ratiSeation of its con- 
vention with M, although signed by its own minister, under the eye 
of his sovereign unless with alteration of its terms, afi^ecting claims 
of the United States which, by the express conditions of the instru- 
ment itself, were reserved for future discussion ; in piratical depre- 
dations upon our fair commerce ; in obstructing the navigation of 
the Mobile ; in refusing to come to any fair and amicable adjustment 
of the boundaries of Louisiana ; and in a daring violation, by per- 
sons acting under the authority of Spain, and, no doubt, apprised of 
tier sentiments and views, of our undisputed limits, which she had so- 
lemnly recognized by treaty. 
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" To a government having interests distinct from tliose of its peo- 
ple, and disregarding its welfare, here is ample oause for a declaration 
of war, on tlie part of the United States, aud such— did they obey 
the impulse of their feelings alone — is the course which the commit- 
tee would not hesitate to recommend. But, to a government identi- 
fied with its citizens, too far removed from the powerful nations of 
the earth for its safety to he endangered by their hostility, peace 
must always be desirable, so long as it is compatible with the honor 
and interest of the community. Wtilst the United States contiiroe 
burdened with a debt which anaually absorbs two-thirds of their rev- 
enue, and duties upon importe constitute the only resource from 
which that reveniie can be raised, without resorting to systems ;f tax- 
ation not more ruinoia and oppressive than they are uncertain and 
precarious — the best interests of the United States cry aloud for 
peace. When that debt shall have been discharged, and the resour- 
ces of the nation thereby liberated, then may we rationally expect to 
raise, even in time of war, the supplies which our frugal institutions 
require, without recurring to the hateful and destructive expedient of 
loans ; then, and not till then, may we bid defiance to the world The 
present moment is peculiarly auspicious for the great and dewrable 
work. Now f vr ih t 1 d bt t b p d by uch tinaneial 
arrangement aawUwil tet tg hmtbj reaping the 
rich hai-vest f t lity d th p d g f th t diminution of 
revenue which p thtopt thg eial paoifioa 

tion of Eur p A d th m tt !ulg h i that m the 

changed asp t f ff th t j^ t Sj w 11 fi d motives foi 

a just fulfilin tfh tplt wth and micabie settle- 

ment of lim t p t t m b fl 1 t tl United States 

than advantag ust h If, gt h m]l barrier on the 

side of Mexico, and to ns the countries watered by the Mississippi, 
and to the eastward of it. But whilst the committee perceive, In the 
general uproar of Europe, a state of things peculiarly favorable to 
the peaceable pursuit of our best interests, Uiey are neither insensi- 
ble to the indignity which has been offered on the part of Spain, nor 
unwilling to repel similar outrages. On the subject of self-defence, 
when the territory of the United States is insulted, there can be but 
one opinion, whatever differences may exist on the question whether 
that protection, which » vessel finds in our harbors, ebali be pKtPnded 
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to her by the nation in the Indian or Chinese seas. Undev ttia im- 
■pireaaion the eon^niittee suhmit the following resolution : That snoh 
number of troops (not exceeding ) as the President of the Uni- 
ted States shall deem sufficient to protect the southern frontier of the 
United States from Spanish inroad and insult, and to chastise the 
same, be immediately raised.'' 

Mr. Randolph explained, that the peoaiiar situation of the frontier 
at that time insulted, had alone induced the committee to recommend 
the raising of regular troops. It was too remote from the population 
of the country for the militia to act, in repelling and chastising Span- 
ish incursion. New Orleans and its dependencies were separated by 
a ¥ast extent of wilderness from the settlements of the United States; 
filled with disloyal and turbulent people, alien to our institutions, 
language, and manners, and disaJTeeted toWard our government. Lit- 
tle reliance could be placed upon them ; and it was plain that if " it 
was the intention of Spain to advance on oar possessions nntii she 
should be repulsed by an opposing force," that force must be a regu- 
lar army, unless we were disposed to abandon all the country south 
of Tennessee ; that if the "protection of our citizens and the spirit 
and the honor of our country required that force should be inter- 
posed," nothing remained hut for the legislature to grant the only 
practicable means, or to shrink from the most saored of all its duties, 
to abandon the soil and its inhabitants to the tender mercy of hostile 
invaders. 

Such were the proposition and the views of the committee, in ex- 
act correspondence, as they conceived, with the wisheB of the Presi- 
dent as expressed in Ms public and secret message. 

Yet the report of the committee, moderate as it might seem, was 
deemed of too strong a character by the House. It was rejected. A 
proposition, the avowed object of which was, to enable the President 
to open a negotiation for Florida, was moved as a substitute, by Mr. 
Bidwell of Maasachnaetts. Mr. Eandolph moved that the sum to 
be appropriated should be confined to that objeot ; which was agreed 
to. But afterwards, when the bill was formally brought in, this spe- 
cific appropriation was rescinded by the House, and the money left 
at the entire discretion of the Eseoutive, to be used " toward any ex- 
traordinary expense which might be incurred in the intercourse be- 
tween the United States and foreign nations." 
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Mr. Randolph also moved to limit the amount wMch the G-overn- 
ment might stipulate to pay foi the territory in question ; upon the 
ground that if Congress were diaposeci to acquire Florida hy par- 
chafie, they shoidd fis the extent to wtioh thej were willing to go, 
and tlierehj furnish our ministers with a safeguard against the rapa- 
city of France ; that there was no probahility of our obtaining the 
country for less, but every reason to believe that without such a pre- 
caution on our part, she would extort more. This motion was ovar- 

When the bill came under discussion, various objections were 
urged against it by the same gentleman ; among others, that it was 
in direct oppositioa to the views of the Bseeutive, as expressed in the 
President's of&oial oommunicatiou (it was on this otoasion that Gene- 
•■al Varnuin declared the measure to be consonant to the secret 
wishes of the Executive) ; that it was a prostration of the national 
honor at the feet of our adversary ; that a concession so huiniliating 
would paralyze our efforts against Great Britain, in case the nego- 
tion then pending between that government and ours, should 
prove abortive ; that a partial appropriation towards the purchase of 
Florida, without limiting the President to some specific amount, 
would give a previous sanction to any expense which he might incur 
for that object, and which Congress would stand pledged to mate 
good ; that if the Executive, acting entirely upon its own responsi- 
bility, and exercising its acknowledged constitutional powers, should 
negotiate for the purchase of Florida, the House of Representatives 
would, in that case, be left free to ratify or annul the contract ; but 
that the course which was proposed to be pursued (and which eventu- 
ally was pursued) would reduce the discretion of the legislature to a 
mere shadow ; that at the ensuing session Congress would find itself, 
n lat n t this bj t d i b t ve body but in name; that it 
c uld n t w th at a man f t d 1 lion of its own principles, and, 
phpwfht Itnf pubh faith, refuse to sanction any 

t ty t d to by tl E t under the auspices of the legis- 
1 tu d w th p w nl n t 1 that, however great bis confi- 

d a th Ch f M t t h uld never consent to give any 

President so dangerous a proof of it ; and that he never would pre- 
clude himself, by any previous sanction, from the unbiased exercise 
of hia judgment on measures which were thereafter to come before 



b/ Google 



222 '■ll'^J^ Ol' JOHN RANDOLPH. 

him ; tha,t the House had no official recommend ation for the step 
wtieh they proposed to take ; on the contrary, it was in direct op- 
position to the sentiments as expressed in the confidential message ; 
and that the responsibility would be exclusively their own ; that if 
he thought proper to ask for an appropriation for the object (the pur- 
chase of Florida), the responsibility of the measure would rest on 
him ; but when the legislature undertook to prescribe the course 
which he should pursue, and which he had pledged liimaeLf to pur- 
sue, the case was entirely changed ; that the House could have no 
channel through which it could be made acijuainted with the opinions 
of the Executive, but such as was official, responsible, and known to 
the OonstitutioD ; aud that it was a prostitution of its high and 
solemn functions, to act upon an unconstitutional suggestion of the 
private wishes of tlie Executive, irresponsibly announced by an 
irresponsible individual, and in direct hostility to his avowed 
opinions. 

It will be remembered that these proce dings and discussions 
took place in conclave, on the President's confidential message, Mr. 
Randolph's course was so grossly misrepresented, and his motives so 
basely calumniated, that, at a subsequent period of the session, he 
moved the House to take off the injunction of secrecyfrom the Presi- 
dent's communication, that the world might see what the Executive 
had really required at the hands of the legislature, and how far they 
had complied with his publicly expressed wishes, in the report and 
resolution of the eommittee. 

The secret journal of the House had been published ; but, for 
some reason unaccountable to us, the message, which was the fouuda- 
tioE of the whole proceeding, and without which the journal was 
wholly unintelligible, had been withheld from the public, Mr, Ean- 
dolph'a motion was, to publish the message and the documents — he 
was willing to abide the decision of an impartial judgment on the 
perusal. This motion gave rise to muoh debate and angry recrimi- 
nation. Mr, Kandolph said : 

" It is not my wish, Mr. Speaker, to trespass on the patience of the 
House, But I think it necessary to explain what I am sure the 
House has not well understood ; for my positions have been grossly 
perverted, whether intentionally or not I will not undei-take to say. 
G-ftntlemen opposed to us aet a very strange and inconsistent pai-t. 
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Tkey will not give credit to a private individual as to a. oonTersation 
had with him. I only sta,ted that conversation as a reason for say- 
ing I had withdrawn my confidence. And will gentlemen Bay I am 
hound, when evidence has come to my private knowledge which is 
sufficient to damn any man, to legislate on a principle of confidence ? 
When I find misrepresentations made to the pablic, and insinuations 
of the most despicable kind on this floor, 1 come out, and call on 
any man to deny what I have stated. They cannot — they dare not 
B'or I take it for granted no man will declare in the face of the nation 
a wilful falsehood. But while gentlemen will not give credit to what 
has fallen from one individual, they have no hesitation in giving 
credit to an individual member for the whole course of the Gov- 
erument. 

"In my opinion it is of the first importance that the message should 
be published, from a material fact which took place in this House. 
A member in his place told you, that the course recommended by a 
particular individual was consonant with the secret wishes of the 
Executive. I did then reprehend that language as the most unconsti- 
tutional and reprehensible ever uttered on this floor. I did believe 
that the people of the United States possessed as free a Constitution 
as the British people, and I had hoped freer ; and I knew that such 
language had in the British Parliament been considered as repre- 
hensible, and had brought forward a vote of indignation in that body. 
I allude to the case where the King's mme wis usel for the pui 
pose of throwing out Mi I'ox s India bJl I then leirobated this 
back stair influence this double dealm^ the sending one message 
for the journals and newspapers and another in whispeis to this 
House I shall always reprobate a n,h language ind eonsidei it 
unworthy f f any man h Iding a seat m thii House I hid before 
always flatteied myseli, that it would be a thousand yeais hence 
before our institutions would have given birth to these Charles Jen- 
kinson's in politics. I did not expect them at this time of day, and 
I now declare it important, in my opinion, that the message should 
be published, that the public may be enabled to compare the official 
with the unofficial message which decided the vote. 

" There is another reason for its publication. The gentleman 
fi-om Pennsylvania has said there is no mention of France ou the 
journals ; and that we liave no cause of ooniplaint against Franoo 
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I wisli the publication of the mossage to prove what causea of com 
plaint we have agMnat Prance. Let men of sense take a view of all 
the papers, and I am willing to ahide the issne. It ia said IPranee 
haa done us no injury — that tlie bubble is burst. We are told that 
this is a plain answer to all the speeches made on this floor. Permit 
me to say, the gentleman {Mr. Epps) has given a plain answer to all 
the speeches delivered on this floor ; it was impo^ible to have given 
a plainer answer to them. He says, I will vote with you, but I will 
mate a speech against you. Permit nie to say, this is the first time I 
would not rather have had his vote than his speech. After this 
speech there can he no doubt as to the issue of the ijuestion. I will 
go ftuther, after the adjournment on Saturday there could be eo 
doabt. Saturday, it seems, is an unfortunate day, on which no expe- 
dition is to be i\ndertaten, no forlorn hope conducted. 

" The same gentleman haa said that we pursued precisely the 
same course in 1803 as in 1306, and for obtwning the same object. 
He says the same course ia now pursued, and yet he says he will not 
undertake to say the oases are not dissimilar ; put this and that 
together, and what do you make of it ? The cases are decidedly dis- 
similar. In 1803 there was no existing misunderstanding between 
the American and French governments with regard to our differences 
with Spain. Those differences have started up lite a mushroom in 
the night. We made an appropriation to purchase the Ploi'idas — 
to buy them — from whom ? From their rightful owner. The ciroum- 
stances would have been similar, if the United States had given 
money to France to compel Spain to form a treaty with us; then the 
national honor would have received a deadly wound. But there was 
nothing of this sort in the formation of the treaty then made, Spain, 
nnder the operation of causes in which we had no agency, transfened 
Louiriana to France, and France transferred it to us. But this ia 
not now the ease. We are told that Spain is no longer an indepen- 
dent power, but is under the control of France, What follows? That 
France is an aggressor on us, which proves every thing I have 
alleged, 

" There is another thing to be observed. The public have been 
given to understand, that two millions have been appropriated for 
the purchase of the Floridas, This is not so. The appropriation ia 
only towards doing something ; but what that is, is not defined by law. 
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Now if in 1808 we appropriated two millions for tiie purchase of the 
Floridas, and did not get them, what security is there now that hy 
making an appropriation in the same language, we shall obtain them? 
Although the persona making the appropriation are not the same 
identical beings, those applying the sum appropriated are. I do not 
believe that we shall get the Floridas. In this I may be mistaken : 
I hope I shall be; for after having descended to prostitute the 
national charaeter, let us at least reeeive the wages of inicLuity. 

" But gentlemen inquire, will you become the guardians of Spain t 
Tliia is a mistake which haa run through every attempt at argument 
I have heard. We never professed to be the guardians of Spain. 
We profess to be the guardians of our own honor. We care not for 
France trampling on Spain. Let her piok her pookets, for what we 
care ; but if we instigate her to it, it is no longer a mere question 
between France and Spain, but a question in which our own honor is 
engaged, whioh is at once mortgaged and gone. 

" Until the gentleman from Virginia got up, I oonfess that, what 
with lay exhausted state, the badness of the air, and the tenuity of 
the arguments of gentlemen, so excessively light that they at once 
vanished into thin air, that I had not a word to say; for it is not to 
be supposed that I intended to reply to any thing offered by the 
gentleman behind me. If I am to fall; let me fall in the Jaoe of day, 
and not be betrayed by a kiss,-^I mean no profane allusion. I shall 
do my duty as an honest man. I came here prepared to co-operate 
with the government in all its measures. I told them so. But I 
soon found there was no choice left, and that to co-operate in them 
would be to destroy the national character. I found I might co-ope- 
rate, or be an honest man ; I have therefore opposed, and will oppose 
them. Is there an honest man disposed to be the go-between, to 
carry down aecret messages to this House! No. It is because men 
of character cannot be found to do this business, that agents must be 
got to carry things into effect, which men of uncompromited character 
will not soil their ingera, or sully their chai-acters with. 

" One word on the subject of voting on unofficial notice, on the re- 
presentations of individuals, in the plaee of communications officially 
received from the ofHcers of the executive department. I have al- 
ways considered the Executive, in this country, as standing in the 
same relation to the two Houses, that the minister or administration 
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bore to the legislature under gOTemments similar to our own. I 
have alwa^ considered that tfie reaponBibility for public mCMurea, 
rested more particularly on them. For those measures they are an- 
swerable to the people—and to me it has been a subject of peculiar 
regret (I do not speat of the general character of the Oonstitution) 
that they have not a seat on this floor. For whatever may be sup- 
posed to be my feelings, as to the members of the administration, I 
am ashamed when I see their fame and charaeter committed to such 
hands as we are in the daily habit of witnessing. If their measures 
are susceptible of justification, I should like to have a justification at 
their own hands, instead of hearing Yazoo men defend them. Much 
less did I expect, on such an occasion, to hear a Yazoo mau, assign- 
ing his motives for a vote, on a totally dififerent subject, and this in 
justification of a man with whom he is connected by ties of con- 
sanguinity. This reminds me of the intention impated to me, to 
bring forward an impeachment against a great of&cer of state. This, 
however, is so far from being the truth, that I appeal to those who 
heard me, whether I did not declare that I washed my hands of im- 
peaohmente — that I was done with them. No, I will neither di- 
rectly, nov indirectly, have any thing to do witli them. But I will 
in all questions that shall come before this House, discuss the public 
character and conduct of any piiblio agents from a secretary to a 
constable : and I will continue to do it, until it shall be admitted by 
the Constitution that the king can do no wrong I say I wish the 
heads of departments had "seats on this fljci Weie t! is the case, 
to one of them I would immediately piopounJ this p^stion Did 
you, or did you not m youi capacity of a public funi-tioniiy tell 
me, in my capacity of a public functionary that Fiance would not 
Buifer Spain to settle hei diftereiicea with us that she wanted money, 
that we must give her money, or take a Spanish or French war ? 
And did not I answer, that 1 was neither for a war with Spain or 
France, but in favor of defending my country? I would put that 
([ucstioB to him. I would put this question to another Jiead of de- 
partment: Was, or was not, an application made to yon for money, 
to be conveyed to Europe to carry on any species of diplomatic ne- 
gotiation there? I would listen to his answer, and if ho put his 
hand on his heart, and like a man of honor said no, I would believe 
him, though it would require a great stretch of credulity. I would 
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Ciill into mj aid faith, not reason, and believe when 1 was not eoa- 
vinoed. I would then turn to the first raagiatrate of the nation and 
say: Did jou not huy Louisiana of Fiaaee? Has France acted in 
that transaction in a bona fide manner ? Has she delivered into your 
possession the oountvj you helieved jou had bonght ft'om her? Has 
she not eqniTocated, prevaricated, and played oft' Spain against you, 
■with a view of extorting money ? I will answer for the reply. There 
cannot be the smallest doubt about it, I will put the whole business 
on this issue. All the diffionlty has arisen from that quarter. 

" Yes, the bubble has burst I It is immaterial to us, whether you 
publish the President's message or not. But it is material to others 
that you should ; and let me add, the public will not rest satisfied 
with the conduct of those, who profess to wish it published, while 
they vote against the publication. The public will not confide in 
such professions. Gentlemen may show theb' bunch of rods, may 
treat them as children, and ofi'er them sugar-plums ; but all will not 
avail them, so long as they refuse to call for the dispatches of our 
ministers, and other documents, which if published would fis a stain 
upon some men in the government, and high in office, which all the 
waters ia the ocean would not wash out. G-entlemen may talk about 
our changing and chopping about, and all that. What is the fact ? 
We are what we profess to be — not courtiers, but republicans, acting 
ou the broad principles we have heretofore professed — applying the 
same scale with which we measured John Adams to the present ad- 
ministration. Do gentleme fl hfmth dpt Itob 
publicans ! They cannot b p bl 1 th y a^ th t t 

shall be measured to them athy dtth Btw 

perhaps to be told, that we all h I m f d lists— o th t th 
federalists have become good p bl Tl h w h g 

which, I am convin-^ed, the f d b t II t be m t 

repel than we to be exonerat d f m N th y w 11 becom 

good republicans. They n d d th y w 11 t w th 

What has happened ? they IP* fm tm Iw 

quo ad hoc, as to this pari 1 L k m wh h 

roughed it together, there k d ffllwf I gbtw 

There ia no doubt of it, B t t p 1 1 1 p ] I w 
mueh as ever opposed. Tl is m t 11 t Ik 1 1 h h 

to test our principles. The Y b m tl b ^ d 1 
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end, the alpha and omega of our alphabet. With that our diiler- 
euces began, and with that they will ecd ; and I pray to God that 
the liberties of the people may not also end with them. 

" When the veracity of a man is called in qaeetion it is a serious 
bueineaB. The gentleman from Massachusetts has appealed to the 
House for the correctness of his statement. I, too, appeal to the 



e whether tbis was not bis < 
explain away what be had said, for h 
would vouch that such i 



when he undertook to 
did not deny it : " That he 
of the President:" and 



whether I did not observe that his attempt to explain was like Judge 
Chase attempting to draw back a prejudicated opinion in the case of 
Fries ; that he might take back tbe words, but not the effect they 
had made on tbe Assembly; that the Constitution knows only of two 
ways by which the Eseoutive conid influence the Legislature : the 
one by a recommendation of such measures as be deemed expedient; 
the other, by a negative on our bills ; and that tbe moment it was 
attempted to influence the House by whispers and private messages 
its independence was gone. I stated the proneness of legislative 
bodies to be governed by Executive influence, and, in illustration, 
referred to the Senate, wbo, from its aesooiatloa with the Executive 
and the length of time for which its members hold their seats, was 
necessarily made up of gaping expectants of of&ce, and thei-e can be 
no doubt of the fact. It must be, so from tbe nature of things. Now, 
if it be necessai'y, let the House appoint a Committee of Inc[uiry to 
ascertain what the gentleman from Massachusetts did say, and let 
us see who can adduce the most witnesses and swear the hardest. 
No, ths gentleman from Massaobnsetts had on that occasion so dif- 
ferent a countenance, dress and address, that I could not now recog- 
nize him for tbe same man. He seemed thunderstruck and to be in 
a state of stupefaction at his indiscretion. He appeared humbled 
in the presence of those who heard what be had said, and beheld hia 
countenance. His words were these, my life on it : 'I will vouch 
iJiat such arc the secret wishes of the President, or the Executive,' 
I do not know which." 
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CHAPTBJJ XXX. 

DII'l'ICDLTIES WITH GREAT BFJTAXN. 

The aggresaionB of Great Britain on the persons, the property, and 
tlie riglits of Amerioan citizens began at an early period, and were 
still continued witli increased aggraTation. It was high time for some 
firm stand to he taken in regard to them. The peace, prosperity, 
and honor of the eonntry demanded an effectual system of measures 
to arrest tliem. Officers of the British navy bad Jong been in the 
habit of boarding American vessels, dragging seamen thence, and 
forcing them Into their own service under tlie pretest that they were 
Brlti^ subjects. Tlie law of England did not recognize tlie right of 
expatriation. The sovereign claimed the services of all his subjects 
in time of war, and impressed them wherever they could be tougd 
The similarity of language, of person, and of habits, made it difBoult 
to distinguish an American from an English saUor. Many of the 
latter had taken refuge from their own hard naval service in the pi ) 
fitable commercial maiine of the United States. In re-ciptunng 
their own subjects, they not unfreij^uently dragged American citizens 
from their homes. They were charged with not being veiy soiupn 
lous in this regard. Not less than three thousand American sailors, 
it was said, had been forced to serve ia the British navy. The go- 
vernment of tlie United States denied the right of Great Britain to 
impress seamen on board any of their vessels on the high seas, or 
within their own jurisdiction, Thej contended that a neutral flag 
on the high seas was a safeguard to those sailing under it. They were 
sustained in this doctrine by the law of nations. 

Although Great Britain had not adopted in the same latitude with 
most other nations the immunities of a nentral flag, yet she -did not 
deny the general freedom of the high seas, and of neutral vessels 
navigating them, with siioh eseeptlons only as are annexed to it by 
the law of nations. The esoeptions are objects oomnioaly denomi- 
nated contraband of war ; that is, enemies serving in the war, arti- 
cles going into a blockaded port, and enemy's property of every kind. 
But nowhere, it was contended, oonld an exception to the freedom 
of the seas and of nentral flags be found that justified the taking 
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away ot any person^ not an enemy in militaiy service, found on hoard 
a neutral vessel 

The r ght of mpr ssment g ow ng o t of the r d fferent nterpre- 
tat n of the law ot nit ons was ne and the g ^ e t of ti e ubjeots 
of 1 putH between the tw n tona The other was a lej,-* d to the 
c r J ng t 1e The juest commonly p eseate i self n this 
form Was that c m erce tllowable n f ne of wjt wh oh was pro- 
fa b ted n t n e of pei e? G- eat Br t. n by her { wertul uarine, 
had wei t tl e ooe n nea ly of the whole of the ve els of her ene- 
me In conse ( enoe of tl a the pr due of the olon es of France, 
Spa n and HoU nd wa mfort^d ntu the n the cou t es ly ne« 
t al flh ps a tict t wa? almo t wholly transjorfed » A ericau 
botton 8 The estr t ve olon 1 sj ten of these i owers d d not 
suffer tb s transportat on by fore gne 3 n t nes of [ ea e but the 
neoess t es ar s ng fron a oalam tous naval wa nd ce 1 them to lay 
the r ports open by a forced 1 beral ty to th s gene aI com uerce. 
F en h Span sh an 1 Dutch p ope ty n Ame an bottoms now 
became e t aliao 1 and w p ot t d i some conten led by the 
A ae ca flae B t tl e p operty was till eue iiy s j r [ erty, and 
tell w th n the excejt n of the law of nat o The T ench navy 
had been totally ann h late 1 in conse luenoe tl e i roduots of her 
colon es I a 1 to 1 e ott ng on tl e r wha t f want of t ansf ortatioa, 
wh !e the mother o nt y was suffer ng both 1 on the wa t of the 
p jduclb and of the e enue ar ng fr m the Pale an 1 cousumptioB 
of them These were the e ils ntende 1 to i e nfl. ef 1 by a naval 

t J n orJe to fo e he to an houn able jeace But tl e United 
States came m with their ships, and relieved Fiance of these evils, 
by becoming carriers between her and her colonies. 

Can that be a neutral commerce which robs one of the belligerent 
parties of all the advantages of a victory, and reiieves the other from 
nearly all the evils of a defeat ! It can hardly seem possible at this 
day that any one could have contended for such a doctrine ; yet Mr, 
Madison maintained that the contrary principle, denying the neutral 
character of such a commerce, was of modei-n date — that it was 
avowed by no other nation than G-reat Britain, and that it was 
assumed by her, under the auspices of a maritime ascendency, which 
rendered such a principle subservient to her particular interests. 

This doctrine, however, contended for by a nation that had the 
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power to maintiii!! it, was gotten ovei by subtaiiuge and eTaeioiL 
We will illusti-ate the manner by an esample A French subject 
purchases a cargo of coffee at Guadaloupe, mtenctiiig it for the market 
of Nantea : to ship it in a vessel belonging to anj one of the nations 
belligerent with England, was absolutely throwing it away ; but the 
ordinary device of sending it nnder the cover of an American flag is 
resorted to ; the American refuses to carry it directly for the harbor 
of Nantes, alleging, that if he is oaptured by an English cruiaer, a 
condemnation must follow such an attempt at an immediate com- 
merce between the mother country and her colony. False owners 
are created for the ship's cargo, in the character of Anierioans, The 
vessel instead of sailing for Nantes, makes for New York, and in due 
time an'ives there ; bonds for the payment of duties are given, and 
the cargo is landed. The vessel loads again with the same coffee ; 
the debentures of the custom-house are produced ; the bonds for du- 
ties are cancelled, and she now makes her way boldly for Nantes, as 
a neutral ship, not to be molested. The entire trade of the French, 
Spanish and Dutch colonies was conducted in American vessels, iu 
this indirect way. A most profitable business it was surely, but it is 
abocking to contemplate the influence on the moral character of those 
engaged in it. AU this chicanery and duplicity were often forced 
through by absolute perjury — always by a prostration of honorable 
delicacy. 

The British Courts of Admiralty allowed this indirect trade 
through a neutral port, where there was proof of an actual change of 
ownership. Whenever the neutral party could show that he hadpwr- 
ekased the property, he was suffered to pass unmolested ; but such a 
bona fide purchase rarelj- took place ; and enemy's property was cov- 
ered up and protected by neutral names, nnder false pretences. 
Svck was the carrying trade. 

These two — the impressment of seamen and the carrying trade — 
constituted the main difficulties existing between the United States 
and Great Britain ; all others grew out of them, and would neoessa- 
rily cease on a satisfactory adjustment of those leading subjects of 
complaint. 

These questions were involved in much obscurity. Much might 
be said on both sides. Each nation had just cause of coroplaint 
against the other. Here was a fair field for negotiation and com- 
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promise. But we can now perceive the secret motives tliat iroukl in- 
eesaantly throw obstacles in the way of a satiafaotory arrangemeat of 
these diificalties. There was the old gmdge against England, cher- 
ished ia the prejudices of the people ; the jealousy of her superior 
naval power on that element where we were as much at home as she 
was ; the spirit of rivalry that stimulatecl our merchants to share 
with her the commerce of the world j the barren results of any set- 
tlement of difScultiea with her daring tlie wars in Europe — it might 
secure peace, but could bring no profit. On the other hand, there 
were the old partialities for our ancient aUy ; the fraternizing spirit 
between the two KepubUoa ; the enthusiasm enkindled in a martial 
people, by the dariug exploits and brUliant successes of Napoleon ; 
the secret consciousness that his irresistible power would always be 
interposed between them and any hostile movements of England ; 
the lucrative commerce, and the absolute monopoly of the carrying 
ti-ade between France, Spain, Holland, and their dependencies, and 
which must cease on a compromise with England ; — add to these 
oanses,thatweuthome to the prejudices and the interests of the people, 
the all-oontroUing influence of party spirit — which had long since at- 
tached to the friends of England the epithet of monarchist-s and 
toriea, and to the friends of France that of republicans and friends 
of the people — and we cannot fail to perceive that every ageBoy 
which was calculated to give direction to public opinion would hend 
it against any adjustment of British dif&culties during the continu- 
ance of the wars in Europe. 

The subjects of difference were ah!y discussed by the Secretary 
of SUte ia his instruotiona to our minister at the Court of St. James; 
but when the President thought proper to bring the matter before 
Congress, and to call on them for action, he had no plan to propose. 
He did not recommend, as the Gonatitution required, any specific 
mode of adjustment. He left the Legislature to grope their way in 
the dark, and to adopt such measures as they might tbiok proper, 
without any previous participation on his part in the responsibility. 

Various crude and illy-digested schemes were offered in the House 
and in the Senate, They all seemed to contemplate coercing Eng- 
land iilto measures by operating on her commerce, Gregg's resolu- 
tion — the one principally discussed in the House — went so far as to 
prohibit all intercourse between the two niitions, until England 
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would coaaeut to settle the subjects of dispute between tbem on fan 
terms, Tbis professed to be a peaoe measure, but it was actual war 
in disguise. Many of its friends discussed it as a war nipasuie 
Mr. Raudolpk so regarded it. " I am not surprised," said lie, ' to 
heai this le'olution discussed by its friends as awar measure. Tiiey 
say, it IS true, thit it is not a war measure ; but they defend it on 
principle's ihat would justify none but war measures, and seemed 
pleaded with the idea that it may pro¥e the forerunner of war. If 
war IS necessary, if we have reached this point, let hs haTC war. But 
while I have life, I will never consent to these incipient war meas- 
ures, which in their commencement breathe nothing but peace, though 
they plunge us at last iato war. « * * » * What is the question in 
dispute? The carrying trade. What part of it? The :^r, the 
honest, and the useful trade, that is engaged in carrying our owe 
productions to foreign markets and bringing \i&dk their productions 
in exchange? No, sir; it is that carrying trade which covers ene- 
my's property, and carries the coffee, the sugar, and other West In- 
dia products to the mother country. No, sir ; if this great agricul- 
tural nation is to be governed by Salem and Boston, New Tort and 
Philadelphia, and Baltimore, and Norfolk, and Charleston, let gen- 
tlemen come out and say so ; and let a committee of public safety be 
appointed from these towns to cajry on the government. I, for one, 
will not mortgage my property and my liberty to carry on this trade. 
The nation said so seven years ago ; I said so then, I say so now ; it 
is not for the honest carrying trade of America, but for this mush- 
room, this fungus of war, for a trade, which as eooa as the natiocs of 
Europe are at peace will no longer exist— it is for this that the spirit 
of avaricious traffic would plunge us into wai I am forcibly sti-uck 
on this occasion by the recollection of a rematk, mide by one of the 
ablest, if not the honestest, ministeis England ever produced ; I 
mean Sir Robert Walpole ; who said that the country geatlemen 
(poor, meek aouis !) came up every yeai to be sheiied, that they 
laid mute and patient whilst their fletees wiie taking off, but if he 
touched a single bristle of the commercial interest the whole stye was 
in an uproar. It was, indeed, shearing the hog — gieat cry and little 
wool. 

" What is the fact ? Whilst we boast of our honor on this floor, 
our name has become a by-word among the nations. Europe, and 
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Pa a espoe allj swa ma w h f seudo-AiaerieaiiB, with Anglo and 
G-allo Ame caae nd Aiae on French and English, who have 
ama sed n i> ense f tun s hy t ading in the neutral character — by 
set ng t ui to auc o and s D ng it to the hest hidder. Men of 
tb. a dtec pt on — ■ t phngs w hout connections or character — have 
heen. known to huy eh vea Is an 1 their cargoeSj in Amsterdam and 
An we p and ade wi h then under the American name to the In- 

1 es tie t al hara te has con tuted one of the test remittances 
for colon al p o luce or the goo Is which purchase it ; and the trade 

n tl s com no 1 ty t neut I ty has produced a most lucrative branch 
of traffic. This it is that has suck and degraded the American name 
abroad, and subjected the fair trader to vexatious seizure and de- 
tention. 

" But yet, sir, I have a more cogent reason against going to war, 
for the honor of the flag in the narrow seas, or any other maritime 
punctiho. It springs from my attachment to the principles of tlie 
Government under which I live. I declare, in the face of diy, that 
this Government was not instituted for the pui poses of offensive war. 
No j it was framed (to use its own language) foi the commoa defence 
and general welfare, whieh are inconsistent wiih oftensne war, I 
call that offensive war, which goes out of our junsdiotion and limits, 
for the attainment or protection of objects not withm those limits and 
that jurisdiction. As in 1798, 1 was opposed to this species of war- 
fare, becaaee I believed it would raze the Constitution to its very 
foundation — so in 1806, am I opposed to it, and on the same grounds. 
No sooner do you put the Constitution to this use — to a test which 
it is by no means calculated to endure, than its incompetency to such 
purposes becomes manifest and apparent to all. I fear, if you go 
into a foreign war, for a circuitous, unfair foreign trade, you will 
come out without your Constitution. Have you not contractors 
enongh in this House? or do you want to be overrun and devoured 
by commissaries, and all the vermin of contract? I fear, sir, that 
what are called the energy men, will rise up again— men who will 
bm-n the parchment. We shall be told that our Government is too 
free, or, as they would say, weak and inefficient — much virtue, sir. 
in terms ; that we must give the President power to call forth the 
resources of the nation — that is, to filch the last shilling from our 
pockets, or to drain the last drop of blood from our veins, I am 
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against giving this power to any man, be lie wlio he may. The 
American people must either withhold this power, or resign their 
liberties. There is no other alteraative. Nothing but the most im- 
periona necessity will justify such a grant; and b there a powerful 
enemy at oar door ? You may he^, n w h a First Consul. Prom that 
chrysalis state he sooa bee m s an emperor. You have your choice. 
It depends upon your ele t on wh (h r on will be a free, happy, and 
united people at home, th light f y I mijesty shall 

beam across the Atlant 1 hi f th p bl o liberty. 

" But, sir, it seems th t w wl j p 1 1 th solution, are 

men of no nerve — who t mbl d n tl d j 1 th B t ah treaty-— 
cowards, I suppose, in th g f t I tl t Hunt up 

the journals — let our t ns teli W p nil unshaken 

course. We care not f th n t f En p b t ake foreign 

relations bend to our pltcalpnpl ni r countiy'a 

icteresta. We have nwhto a th Atun Pharsalia, or 
the lieutenants of a modern Alexander playing at piijuet, or all-fours, 
for the empire of the world. 'Tis poor comfort to us to be told tliat 
France has too decided a taste for luzurious things to meddle with 
u'! ■ thtt Egypt is her object, or the coast of Barbiry, and, at the 
ivcist we shall be the last devouied We aie enamored with 
niithei nition We would play fheir own game upon them — use 
them foi oui interest and convenience But, with all my abhonenco 
t the British Gnvemmtnt, I should not hesitate between Wesimin 
1 Hall ami a Middlesex luiy on the one hand and the wood of 
^ moennes and a file ot gienadieis on the othei Thnt jury tiial 
which wilied with Hime Tooke ind Haidj thiough the flames of 
ministeiial persecution is I oonfes'' moie to m^ tiste than the trial 
of the Duke d Bnohein 

But we must forbeai any faithei quotations fiom Mr Kandolph's 
hpeeches against Giegga itsolutions Theie weie two of them de 
lL\ercd on the 5th and 6th of March They were not merely elo 
ijuent ind forcible m then espiession, but display a compreheniive 
In wledgf of oui foioign lelatioas and a deep insight into the 
mjtni.^ (f men who foment discoid between nations that should 
l at peace with each other Thej are patiutic in their tone, 
and show a waim devotnn ti the Constitutuu and the Union and a 
piofonnd comprehension of tho^e piintiples whi:.h alone can picserre 
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them in their integilty. While we forhear further quotation, we 
feel constrained to give the substance of Mr. Randolph's views on the 
questions therein discussed. 

This was an important crisis, not only in his own history, but in 
that of the country. This was the beginning of a series of measures 
that separated Mr. Kaudolph from his old political associations, 
and that finally involved the country in a disastrous war. The 
party heats and animosities that rankled ia the bosoms of men at 
that day have all died away. Let impartial history speak the truth, 
and do justice to one whose name has long been calumniated. We 
shall give facta as they are condensed from Lis own speeches, and 
leave the world to judge how far he acted aa a zealous patriot, an 
honest man, and an enlightened statesman. 

It was notorious, says Mr. Randolph, that in regard to the course 
to be pursued towards Great Britain, no opinion was expressed by 
the members of the Cabiuet, in their collective or individual capaci- 
ties. On the contrary, the President frequently declared, without 
reserve, that he had no opinion on the subject. Similar deolarations 
were made by other influential and leading persons presiding over the 
executive departments— and it is a fact, that no consultation was held 
between them, from the meeting of Congress, on the 3d of Decem- 
ber, till some time in the month of March. This want of concert 
and decision in the administration, might easily have been inferred 
(even if there were no other proof of it) from the various, discordant, 
*and undigested projects which were brought forward in the legisla- 
ture, and to this want of system must be referred much of the mis- 
chief which then resulted from this subject, as well as the embarrass- 
ment which afterwards ensued. 

Mr. Randolph was of opinion that the impressment of out sea- 
men furnished just cause for indignant resentment on our part; but 
he saw no reason for pushing that matter to extremity at that time, 
which had not existed iu as full force, for the last five years, or even 
twelve years. Our government, in consideration of the great num- 
ber of British seamen in our employment, and of the identity of lan- 
guage and manners between that class of their subjects, and the 
same description of our citizens, but above all, from motives of sound 
policy (too obvious to need rcoapitulation), had hitherto deemed it 
espedient to temporize on this interesting and delicate topic — he 
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could nee no just grouinl, at present, for departing from thia aya- 
tem — more especially pending an actual negotiation between the two 
govommenta, on the point in (lispnte. He was of opiTiion that no- 
thing should be left undone to accommodate our differences amica- 
bly, and that no step should be taken which might interrupt or de- 
feat such, a settlement — that even if wo should resort to war, it must 
eventuate in a treaty of pea^e, by which, the points in controversy 
would be adjusted, or left in stain quo ante bellum — and thai: after 
incurring the incalculable mischiefs of war, the derangement of our 
finanoea and the augmentation of the public debt, to an estent which 
could not now be foreseen; to say nothing of its baneful effects up- 
on our political inatitutions, and of the danger which must accrue 
from throwing our weight, at this juncture, into the preponderating 
scale of Europe j there was no prospect that we should obtain better 
terms at any future pacification, than were attainable at preaent — at 
any rate, he was disposed to give fair play to a fair experiment at ne- 
gotiation. But if any active measures were to be taken against 
Great Britain, they ahould be of the most efficient and deciai've na- 
ture. He deprecated half measures, as the most mjuiious to our- 
selves which could be adopted 

Whilst the Bill was yet under diacuasion, the news of the death 
of Mr, Pitt, and of the consequent chaugu ot ministry, reached the 
United States, No circumstance could haie aftnideda tiirer oi more 
bbnorable pretext, or a more powerful motive, for suspending our 
measures against Great Britain, than this. The late Premier waa 
known to be decidedly hostile to the institutions, the interests, and 
the very people, of America. 

No administration, not even that of Lord North himself, had 
been or couid be more inimical to tlie United States, than that of Mr. 
Pitt. His power, moreover, was connected with, and depended upon, 
the continuation and duration of the war. He waa succeeded by Mr. 
Fox, unquestionably the most liberal and enlightened statesman of 
Europe ; the man above all others, beyond the Atlantic, the best af- 
fected towards the principles of our government, and the illustrious 
character by whom it was administered. 

Never did a fairer occasion present itself to any nation for chang- 
ing, without any imputation of versatility, or any loss of honor, the 
course which they had chosen to prescribe to themselves. Tlie ex- 
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oitement of public sentiment, and the measures eoDBequeut apon that 
esoitement, might, fairly and honorably, haTO been referred to the 
known character of the late Premier, the pupil of Dundaa, and the 
disciple of Charles Jenkinson ; and the United States might have 
awaited, in a dignified and imposing inactivity, the manifestation of 
a different sentiment by the new ministry. But the new leaders of 
the House of Representatives were men who soared above, or skim- 
med fcelow, all considerations of time, place, and circumstance — they 
gloried in their ignorance of men and things in Europe, and boasted 
that their policy should not be modified by anj change in the aspect 
of affairs at home, or abroad — and in the pursuit of an abstract me- 
taphysical ignis fatwus, they did not hesitate to embark the best in- 
terests of the Union, 

Against these measures, Mr. llandolph further objected, that dur- 
ing the *^five months which our ministers had spent in fruitless dis- 
cussvm at Madrid," it had entered into the head of nobody to sug- 
gest any proposition of a coercive nature in relation to Spain, and 
that, even after the total failure of that negotiation, no such measure 
had been proposed — that Great Britain had indeed impressed our 
seamen, and advanced oertain injurious principles of national law, 
which, if carried into their full extent, would materially affect our 
commerce , but that Spain, after having refused to make good her 
solr^n stipulations to compensate us for former spoliations commit- 
ted on our commeiee, had "rmeu'ed the smne practices dwring the 
present wa9 " She had not, it was true, impressed our seamen, but 
her cruiseis had ' plundered and sunk our vessels, and maltreated 
and abandoned their crews in open, boats, or on desert shores, without 
food or covering." Her Coiirts of Admiralty had, indeed, advanced 
no "new principles of the law of nations," but they had confiscated 
our ships and cargoes, without the pretext of principles of any sort, 
new or old. She had, moreover, insulted our territory, violated the 
property and the persons of our citizens, within our acknowledged 
limits, and insolently rejected every overture to accommodation. 
With Spain, all our attempts to negotiate had failed — with Great 
Britain, we had a negotiation actually pending, and which the 
patches of our minister at the Court of London gave us every 
son to suppose would have a prosperous issue — and even admitting, 
for the sake of argument, that our vote of money to purchase Flori- 
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da was, in itself, no derogation from the national honor, inaamucli as 
we proposed to receive a fair equivalent for it, yet, having refused to 
take any coercive measures for the unparalleled indignities of Spain, 
who had peremptorily rejected all our propositions for pacific accom- 
modation, how could we, with any face of impartiality towards the 
beDigerent powers, assume this elevated tone towards G-reat Britain 9 
Mr. Randolph further declared, that the proposed measure was, in it- 
self, inefficient to every valuable purpose—that ite sole operation 
would be to pique the pride and rouse the resentment of our adver- 
sary, and whilst it indicated a strong spirit of hostility on our part, 
would afford her a fair opening to strike the first effectual blow — that 
it was indeed showing our teeth, without, at the same time, daring to 
bite— that Great Britain would have, until the next session of Con- 
gress, ample time to devise means for annoying ua in the moat effective 
manner, and that, meanwhile, she might withdraw her property from 
our grasp, and guard every valuable point from our attack. He con- 
jured the House not to suffer themselves, from the honest prejudices 
of the revolution, from their ancient partiality to France, and their 
well-grounded antipathy to England, to he legislated into a war, 
which would involve the best interests of their country 
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the same time, that if he would bring forward tie measure, they 
would support it. To this he answered : That he ■wished to ti'j the 
fair experiment of negotiation in the first mBtance — that he deemed 
it impolitic, pending that negotiation, to talre any step that might 
defeat it — and that it was astonishing to him, that gentlemen who 
had remained entirely passive under the aggressions of Spain, wlio 
had refused even to oonoui in measures of self-defence against her 
inroads — made too after a peremptory rejection of every overture 
to aeeommodation, should advocate an opposite course towards 
another power, with whom we were at that moment actually treating. 
M Rand Iph's j w f 1 ojpos'fon w s so fir successful as to 
d f t& I t n wh h tenil t 1 t t 1 p n f 

m al nte b tw n th tw nt An th w 

int du d p h b t n nly t n n m t d art I f B t h 
man fii tu and p ps d by a la g m j ty £ ghtj even e- 
P bli t d f th t t m whil nly deae 

p bl n a d th wh 1 h dy f f 1 1 t I ng but /" d 

twe Ij n \l t d t th n 

Th A t J d by C g t w d by th f ni) f t 

was the fiist leading step in a system of measure^ well calcul ted to 
awaken England from her delusive dreams ; and that it was 
expressly adopted as a measure eijuaUy fitted for producing a 
change in her conduct, or for standing as a part of our permanent 
commercial regulations. Here the reader will observe was the be- 
ginning of those measures, which if not designedly, indirectly fos- 
tered the manufactures of the country (by prohibiting importation) 
at the expense of its agriculture and commerce. 

How far this non-importation scheme of the Legislature was 
likely to influence the minds of the British Cabinet, may be seen 
from the following extract taken from an essay styled " Observations 
on Randolph's Speech," and written by the most eminent British 
writer of the day, in immediate connection too with the ministry, 
and well possessed of their views — no less a personage than the au- 
thor of "War in Disguise," a book that took all Mr. Madison's 
learning and ability to give a plausible answer to. The author is 
expressly recommending to the British minister, to send an envoy to 
the American Government to treat for an adjustment of differences. 
He oonoiudes thus : " The only objection I can possibly imagine to 
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d tobep to h 



" No, sir I if Mr, Monroe is indeed inatructeil and empowered to 
treat with us in thia humiliating style of huokstering diplomacy, a 
new reason arises for delay, and for treating beyond the Atlantic. 

" Let the threatened prohibition take place. Our hats, our ehoea, 
and our tea-kettles, must find some other market for a few montha ; 
unless the Amerioan merchants should he impatient enough to im- 
port them by smuggling, into that country, in the mean time ; which, 
I doubt not, they will, in a more than usual abundance. Perhaps 
when our minister arrivea, the advanced price of British goods, and 
the loss of the duties upon them, may form an argument of some 
weight in our favor," 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 



CLOSIKG SOKNB. 



In looking over tie House of Representatives of tlie ninth Congress, 
who had deTolyed on them the important duty of giving the first im- 
pulse and direction to the policy of the country in regard to foreign 
nations, at this critical period, when the powers of Europe, not 
content with destroying one another, seemed to be aiming at 
the commercial and political annihilation of this transatlantic re- 
pwblio also, we are struok with the very common and unimportant 
characters of which it was composed. There were, douhtloss, some 
modest and retiring men, of sound judgment, who were content to 
give their vote in silence, and to pass their opinions on men and things 
arownd them without giving the world the benefit of their wisdom- 
But all those who were most prominent in the lead of affairs, were 
without reputation, without political esperience or information, the 
mere hacks of a party, possessing none of the ijualities of head or 
heart that constitute the statesman, filled at the same time with all 
the narrow conceptions and the intolerance of political bigotry. The 
reputation of not one has swi-vived the age in which he lived. The 
world is none the wiser for what they have said or done. Their 
names, with ail their acts, have gone down to oblivion. Such men 
reijuire a head to think for them ; without knowledge, or indepen- 
dence of character, they needed a leader to guide and to instruct them ' 
in their duty, Ooming into office under the auspices of Mr. Jeffer- 
son, his opinion was law to their understanding, his wili the harmo- 
nizing agent to all their actions. The true character of the repre- 
sentative of&ce, and the delicate relationship existing between that 
and the Executive, was beyond their conception ; and tliej made a 
boast and a virtue of their unbounded confidence in the source of all 
power and patronage. In the hands of a virtuous President, these 
men were the confiding representatives without question to approve 
his measures ; in the hands of a corrupt and ambitious aspirant, they 
would have been the subtle tools to enregister his edicts of usur- 
pation or oppression. Fortunately for the country, Mr. Jefferson 



b/ Google 



CLOSING SCENE. 243 

was a pure patriot and an honest man ; he seemed to have no other 
wish but the good of his country. And, perhaps, it was a eonsoious- 
ness of this fact that made hia followers place such implicit reliance 
on the propriety anil the wisdom of whatever he did. What is blind 
. fidelity to the leader of an opposition, will soon he converted into 
corrupt adulation to the bountiful dispenser of all honors and re- 
wards. Ah honest coincidence of opinion will be the source of alle- 
giance in the one case ; but a base affinity for the loaves and fishes 
will be the means of cohesion in the other. Corruption follows pow- 
er ; and the rapacions and the profligate, like sharks in the sea, are 
sure to swim in the wake of tlie rioh freighted argosy of state. 

The proceedings of Congress, in regard to our foreign relations, 
furnish a fruitful commentary on the facility with which men will sur- 
render their opinions and their consciences into the keeping of a 
popular leader ; and t!ie readiness with which bodies of men, in a 
corporate capacity, will do an act that would disgrace an individual 
of common respectability. As to these foreign affairs so complica- 
ted and so critical, the President had no pla to p p Oh 
subject, above all others, he had a right to give It t tk t 
of the legislature ; the treaty-making power bel g I t h d 
the Senate. He did not comply with the C 1 1 t h m 
formed them of the facts in his possession, but d 1 t m t 
what should be done. He had no well-digest d pi wh I h 
was willing to stake hia reputation as a statesm b t h t m 1 
ted the legislature, by an expression of his sec t w h t 1 th 
things which he was not willing to assiime tb p b 1 ty f 
commending. This was certainly degrading th p t t b ly 
to a menial purpose. But they were wholly u f th p t 
they were made to act ; and when the proud d d p d t p t 
of their leader rose in rebellion, they sought t h t h 1 Ik 
some wild beast that had broken into the qu t 1 f b w 
herd. But in justioe to these men, it mast be d d th t t w 
not so much the acts of Mr. Kandolph oa the &i h q t th t 
offended them, as the bitter and sarcastic word d by h m 11 
oocasions towards some of those who professed t b 1 g t th m 
party, and claimed to be his political friends. It is true, he did not 
mince his words, and iu the heat of debate, he spoke the plain truth 
in strongest terms. There was no diplomatic ambiguity about him; 
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and often hia blunt directness of expression gave offence wtere it waa 
not intended. But possessing, as he did, a keen insight into the mo- 
tives of men ; having a high aenae of the dignity and purity of the 
representative character, and a strong disgust for selfishness and 
grovelling meanness in those who should he patterns of truth and 
nobleness, he was unsparing in his denunciations of men who, under 
the guise of republicanism, had crept into official places for no other 
purpose but to rob the treasury. And it must be confessed that 
there were not a few of this class to be found in all the departments 
of government The Yazoo speculation, Proteus-lihe, had assumed 
every shape by which it could glide into the councils of the nation, 
and find favor in the eyes of the people ; it was the dry-rot of the 
body politic, that secretly consumed the very joints of its massive 
timbers. A member of the President's cabinet, as we already know, 
was the Hercules on whose shoulders was upreai-ed this vast fabric 
of speculation ; the boundless patronage of bis office was prostituted 
to his purposes ; and he insolently boasted of the means that he 
used and the triumph he anticipated over the public virtue. There 
were many post-offioe contractors in the House of Sepreseutatives ; 
the evil had grown to such au extent that Randolph moved an amend- 
ment to the Constitution, prohibiting all contractors from holding a 
seat on the floor of Oongj-ess. " I have said, and I repeat it," said 
Mr. Randolph, " that the aspect in which this thing presents itself^ 
would alone deteimine me to resist it {The Tazoo petitioners.) In 
one of the petitioneis I behold an executive officer, who receives and 
distributes a yeaily levenue nf thiee hundred thousand dollars, 
yielding sc ly v t p tt t the government — a patronage 
hmited only by th t t f oounf rj Is this right ? Is it 

even decen &b II i 1 1 ! } w be made the engine of private 
interest? "il 11 h u,p n t rnish your proceedings ? How 
would you [ 1 1 1 m President of the United States, 

if such a ca. b pp 1 p ble? Sir, I wish to see tho same 

purity perv d g y Ii 1 t branch of administration, which 
I am persu dl tntg td partraents. Shall persons hold- 
ing appointm t 1 th g t nd good man who presides over 
our counsels Ir w th h f nd of bis well-eamecl reputation, to 
eke out th fli y d sc ty p etensions? Is the relation in 
which they t d t h to 1 d the cloak and cover of their dark 



b/ Google 



CLOSING SCENE, 245 

designs? To the gentleman from New- York, who takes five at c^ery 
insinuation against his friend, I have only to observe on this suhject, 
that what I dare say, I dare to justify. To the House I will relate 
an incident bow far I have lightly conoeiTed or expressed an opinion 
to the prejudice of any man. I owe an apology to my informant for 
making public what he certainly did not authorize me to reveal. 
There is no reparation which can be offered by one gentleman and 
accepted by another that I shall not be ready to make him, but I feel 
myself already justified to him, since he sees the circumstaiioes under 
which I act. A few evenings since a profitable contract for carrying 
the mail was offered to a friend of mine, who is a member of this 
House. You must know, sir, the person 80 often alluded to, main- 
tains a jackal ; fed not, as you would suppose, upon the offal of 
contract, but with the fairest pieces in the shambles ; and at night, 
when honest men are abed, does this obscene animal prowl through 
the streets of this vast and desolate city, seeking whom he may tam- 
per with. Well, sir, when this worthy plenipotentiary had made his 
proposal in due form, the independent man to whom it was addressed, 
saw at once its drift. ' Tell your prmoipal,' said he, ' that I will 
take his contract, but I shall vote against the Yazoo claim, notwith- 
standing.' Next day he was told that there had been some misun- 
derstanding of the business, that he could not have the contract, as 
it was previously bespoken by another. 

" Sir, I well recollect, when first I had the honor of a seat in this 
House, we were then members of a, small minority — a poor forlorn 
hope — that this very petitioner appeared at Philadelphia on behalf 
of another great land company on Lake Erie. He then told us, as 
an inducement to vote for the Connecticut reserve (as it was called), 
that if that measure failed, it would ruin the republicans and the 
cause in that State. You, sir, cannot have forgotten the reply he re- 
ceived : ' That we did not understand the republicanism that was to 
be paid for ; that we feared it was not of the right sort, but spuri- 
ous.' And having maintained our principles through the ordeal of 
that day, shall we now abandon them to act with the men and upon the 
measures which we then abjured ? Shall we now condescend to means 
which we disdained to use in the most desperate crisis of our polit- 
ical fortunes? This is indeed the age of monstrous coalitions; and 
this corruption has the qualities of connecting the most inveterate 
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i, personal as well as political. It has united in close concert 
those, of whom it has heen said, not in the figurative language of pro- 
phecy, hut ia the soher narrative of history, ' I have bruised thy 
head and thoia hast bruised my heel.' Such ia the description of per- 
sons who would present to the President of the United States an 
act, to which, when he puts his hand, he signs a, libel on his whole 
politica! life. But he will never tarnish the unsullied lustre of his 
fame ; ho will never sanction the monstrous position (for such it is, 
dress it up as you will), that a legislator may sell his vote, and a 
right which cannot be divested will pass under such sale. Establish 
' this doctrine, and there is an end of representative government ; from 
that moment republicanism receives its death-blow. 

'' The feeble cry of Virginian influence and ambitious leaders, is 
attempted to be raised. If such insinuations were worthy of a reply, 
I might appeal to you, Mr. Speaker, for the fact, that uo man in this 
House (yourself perhaps excepted) is oftener in a minority than I 
am. If by a leader be meant one who speaks his opinion frankly and 
boldly — who claims something of that independence, of which the 
gentleman from New-York so loudly vaunts — who will not connive at 
public robbery, be the robbers who they may, — then the imputation 
m y be J t h is the nature of my ambition : but in the common 

[t t f w ds, nothing can be more false. In the coarse but 
t g i i, f the proverb, "tis the still sow that sucks the 

d ff 

N w not the leaders. T/io'e they sit ! and well they 

k w t f down our throats the most obnoxious measures. 

G- tl m J b ilent, but they shall be dragged into public view, 

li th T d f public counsels, at least let them answer for the 

It 'W 11 t be responsible for their measures. If we do 
not hold the reins, we wUl not be accountable for the accidents which 
may befall the carriage. 

" But, sir, I am a denunciator ! Of whom 1 Of the gentlemen on 
my left ? Not at all ; but of those men and their principles whom 
the people themselves have denounced ; on whom they have burnt 
|their indelible curse, deep and lasting as the lightning from heaven, 

" Mr. Speaker, I bad hoped that we should not be content to live 
upon tho principal of our popularity, that we should go on to deserve 
the public confidence, and the disapprobation of the gentleman over 
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It is too plainly to be perceived, that a mau of this bold, fearless, 
and independent character, was not to be tolerated by those who, in 
theiv connection with the goyernment, had far dher objects in view 
than pure principle or patriotism ; or even by those honest plodding 
men, whose blundering mediocrity was awed and overshadowed by his 
superior genius. He must be put down ; the flat, we know, had 
already gone forth. Whole States had been traversed last summer 
to organize an opposition to him ; he must be silenoed, or driven into 
the ranks of the federaiists, and then nobody will believe what he 
says. The plot was now ripe for execution : like Csesar, he was to 
fall on the flooi ot the Senate bj the h-mda of his treacherous triends, 
The evening of tlie 2I=it of April, on the final idjoumment of the 
House, was splei'ted ai the time — that ptrtmg hour, usually given up 
to hilarity, to fiieadahip, and an ublivious forgetfulness of all past 
animosities, was chosea as the fit oci,t«ion to stab to the heart one 
who should have been their pnde and their ornament — one, whose 
only crime was, not thit ot having conspiied igainst the hberties of 
his country, but that of having spoken the tiuth, and maintained 
right. Ahi I for the virtue ■ind the liberties of manlcind This 
has most u& i Jly bi'ei the en ue tin, uaie i^noi iml^ puisucil and 
punished. Coiiuption opens a path whpip truth finds pn impassable 
barrier. 

As the shades of night were gathering over the legislative hall, 
while the dim light of the taper served only to make darkness visible, 
the conspirators, each with his part well conned and prepared, com- 
menced the assault on their unsuspecting victim, who sat as a confiding 
friend in their midst, 

Mr. William Findley, a member from Pennsylvania, rose and ad- 
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dressed tlie House, wittout proTO(,atiou in a strain of gross and inde- 
cent personal abuse of Mr. Randilph cbarging Hm with having 
designs to pull down the present administration. It was plainly to 
be perceived, from the language and mannei ot Findlej, that he was 
at this time verj muoli intoxicated with stiong drink ; and many of 
the members then present declaied the same ojinion, Mr. Findley 
was so outrageously indecent in his language that he was repeatedly 
called to order ; but, without reg'^rdmg the call, he continued to 
speak in the same strain, until the House was thrown into a state of 
confusion, perhaps never before witne^'ied 

As soon as Findley sat down John Eandolph rose, and without 
taking particular notice of the conduct of the unfortunate old man, 
observed, in a manner the most mild, dignified and conciliatory, that 
" he had hoped, however we might have differed ia opinion on the va- 
rious subjects discussed this session, we should, on the eve of separa- 
tion, have forgiven and forgotten any asperities and political animos- 
ities that had occurred during the sessioa ; and that we should have 
parted like men and friends. He had hoped the hai-mony of that 
House would not have been disturbed in the last moments of the ses- 
sion, either by those who had been habitual declaimers, or by those 
who had ke]^> the noiseless tenor of their loay ; that contumely and 
personal hatred would have been banished from these walls, and that 
we should at least have separated in good humor." These remarks 
produced a gleam of pleasure on the countenance of almost every per- 
soo present. The language he used and the sontiments he expressed 
were so mild and conciliatory, that Mr, Randolph's friends were par- 
ticularly delighted. Although there was nothing iu his language or 
manner that would justify in the smallest degree an idea that he in- 
tended to make any particular or personal allusion, yet the attention 
of every member then present was immediately directed to Mr, 
Thomas Mann Randolph, the President's son-in-law, who, under the 
impression that John Randolph had made some allusion to him 
(which no person present but himself could have supposed), rose, and 
in a manlier indicative of rage and defiance, vociferated : 

" Mr. SpeakeF, I rise to reply to the gentleman from Virginia. I 
will not pretend to vie with him in point of talent or of eloquence ; 
in these he is far, very far, my superior. This is not the first time 
that gentleman has availed himself of the sanction and the preseuoe 
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of this assembly, to apply his pevaonal allusions to me, and to make 
use of language and conduct here, which he wouM not do out of this 
House. 

"But, air, I will tell that gentleman, that however he may be my 
superior in talents and elociuence, in patriotism I am his superior ; 
yes, sir, his superior. Last year, sir, that gentleman commenced flor- 
ist, and dealt in flowers and gardening ; I saw him with his spade 
and pitohfort, and r 1. d ji If t' g h' fl w g len. 

This, sir, was on the ~i m q dhip dh gen- 

tJemau launch forth to w h mp ss dd h masts 

broken, hie sails tatt d d ud I ! Ik ndi- 

tion ; and, when I saw h Ihh hghm q him, 

and look out for the I ^ Th g I Ik 1 1 f tbe 

arguments of lead, anlpd d Iwh! m sir, 

I am as expert as him If d wllgaalmyb \ m." 

Mr. Thomas Man Edljhp disqk 1 flya 

temper as his kinsm b mp bl y m tive 

for the anger, rage, a d h g 1 sh I li thid 

occasion, unless itwap d d Ihlib te[ f con- 
oerted saheme to imm 1 J 1 R d Iph hi f p in- 
tolerance, for having d 1 Iff'fmhma^towh by hose 
to assume and hold fo 1 h w h IE Th gen- 

tleman had taken noj hp dl d p ible 

that any allusion could have been made to him. As he progressed, 
towering in rage, astonishment and regret were exhibited in the looks 
and expressions of the members. This speech had the most strange 
and alarming effect. The atmosphere seemed to be surcharged with 
electric fire, and another spark would blow it into a flame. 

Coming from the quarter it did, and under existing circumstances, 
this denunciation eseited in the minds of a great part of those pres- 
ent, sentiments of the most serious natnre. Where this thing might 
end, they oould not conjecture, but felt the most anxious apprehen- 
sion. That Eandolph was to be denounced on this occasion by all 
the self-anointed priests of the true faith, and to be cast out of the 
synagogue, cannot be questioned. The moment Thomas Mann took 
his seat, he was followed by James Sloan, of New Jersey, who read 
a speech of about two sheets, closely written, and then delivered it 
over into the hands of tlie printer, who was present to receive it, and 
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to publish it. Eaudolpli had not been sparing in liis ridicule of the 
crude conceptions of this rnaa put forth in a series of resolutions on 
the great and grave question a) ut wli h th dmm t at n t If 
Lad no settled opinion. H 11 1 th n t f th man 

"Sloan's mint-drops." Now w th t m f ^ — ^1 n tl 

whole pack was in full cry ni th n bl t g t b y h uH 
slyly thrust his fanga into h d with mp n ty It K d 1];I 
did not wait to hear this well studied leatuie wluoJi foi false a^aei 
tions, low scurrility, and personal abuse oinnot be "surpaased. If he 
heard it at all, it fell senseless on hia e-ira He was after other 
game. A few minutes after T, M, Kin I Iph vlosed his remarks, 
John Eandolph left his seat, and desire! Mi damett to make a for- 
mal application to know whether tlie leraaiks that had fallen from 
that gentleman were addressed to him and unLs'i he disavowed any 
sucli intention, to demand a meeting "Mr fJamett seemed deeply 
concerned at this request, and endeavoi el to dissuade his friend from 
the step. Kandolph replied, that his lesolution was irrevocably 
taken ; that, perhaps, on the whole, he hid cause to be obliged to Mr. 
Thomas Mann Randolph ; that he had lon^ been a target for every 
worthless scoundrel in that House to aim hi** shafts at ; and that Mr, 
T. M. Randolph, by tins unprovoked and studied outrage, had given 
him an opportunity to answer them all, in the person of an adversary 
who would not disgraoe his contest, and under circumstances in 
which no possible blame could attach to him. Mr. T. M. Randolph 
replied to Mr. Garnett, that unless he had supposed some of Mr. 
John Randolph's expressions pointed particularly at him, he should 
have thought himself highly culpable in saying what he had ; but 
believing that they were intended for him, he felt himself called upon 
to say something. 

Having acknowledged that his observations were levelled at Mr. 
John Randolph, he was told that that gentleman expected to meet 
him. He replied that he was ready to do so ; but that if Mr. John 
Randolph would only say liat he meant no allusion to him, there was 
no apology which a man of honor could or ought to make, which he 
would not be ready to offer. When Mr. Garnett delivered this mes- 
sage, Mr. John Randolph observed that the course wliich Mr. T. M, 
Randolph had chosen to pursue precluded any sort of declaration 
or acknowledgment on his part ; that Mr. T. M. R. must make repa- . 
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ration commensui'ato with the injury aimed at his feelings, or meet 
Lim, and give him satisfaction. Mr. Garnett immediately apprised 
the gentleman of these conditions, and rec[iiested that he would choose 
some friend with whom he might have farther conversation on the 
subject. Mr. Coles was called in ; after a short consultation aside with 
hia friend, he rejoined Mr. Garnett, and said : All that Mr, T. M. E. 
desired was an assiirance that none of Mr. J. R.'s remarks were in- 
tended for him, and that he would be willing (in that case) to make 
T 1 ' gy "■ "1*1 of honor could offer. Mr. Garnett replied, that 
th w no doubt on his mind, or, he believed, of any other specta- 
to th t Mr. T. M. R. had entirely misconceived Mr. J. R.'s espres- 
s n but that, after what had passed, Mr. J, E, would make no 
tat n nt whatever ; and if Mr. T. M. B. could not reconcile it to him- 
If t m ke a suitable apology, Mr. J. B. would espeet Mr. T, M. 
B. to meet him either that night {which he preferred) or in the morn- 
ing. Mr, Coles said he was too much engaged in the pnblio busi- 
ness at that time to see his friend, but would do it as soon as he could, 
and let Mr. Garnett know the result. Mr. Garnett returned with 
this statement to Mr. John Randolph, who was in a remote room of 
the Capitol, and then took his seat in the House. In a few minutes 
afterwards, Mr, Thomas Mann Bandolph rose in hia place, and said 
that he had been assured, by several of those who sat near him, that 
he had acted in what he had before said uader a misapprehension of 
Mr, John Bandolph's remarks, which none of them understood as 
having been intended for him ; that under this misapprehension he 
had'acted ; it was the sole caiise of his saying what he had said ; 
and that lie was then persuaded by the assurance of his friends of 
his mistake. He regretted very much what he had said, for he had 
no disposition to wound any gentleman's feelings who did not intend 
to wound bis. 

Mr. GaiTiett immediately went to Mr. John Bandolph, and stated 
that Mr. T. M. E. had made such an apology in the House as Mr. 
Garnett conceived, and as every member said who mentioned the sub- 
ject in his hearing (which several did) was proper for Mr. T. M, R. 
to make and for Mr. J R to receive. 

Mr. Bandolph then requested his friend to say to Mr. Coles that 
he received the apology of Mr. T. M. Bandolph, and had no further 
commands for that gentleman, which Mr, Garnett did just as the 
House was breaking up , and thus tha' business terminated. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 



AARON BUER. 



MiaFoRTUKES, 'tis said, come not alone ; it proved so with Mr. 
Kandolpli on ttia occasion. In his retirement at Bizarre, after the 
stormy session juat passed, and other occurrences of a domestic na- 
ture, his refteotions could Bot have been of the most pleasant kind. 
However conscious of rectitude, the prospect before him must have 
been cheerless indeed. For four jeara he had been the popular lead- 
er of a triumphant party, who were successfully carrying into opera- 
tion those great measures of reform that would bring back the Federal 
Gtovemment to the few simple and general subjects of legislation for 
which alone it was designed. Never had a young man risen so ra- 
pidly or so high in the public estimation. He was the idol of his 
party ; his elocLuence and his practical wisdom were extolled on 
every hand ; and it seemed that there was no station or honor in the 
^t of the people that he was not destined to attwn. But now the 
scene was changed. For having ventured to suggest a plan of action 
different from that which seemed to be favored by the Executive, ho 
was denounced by hie old friends, his motives calumniated, and he 
was charged with a design of pulling down the present administra- 
tion. How bitter must have been his feelings, at the reflection that 
the highest stretch of patriotism, which could cause a sacrifice of all 
the bright prospects before him for the sake of doing his duty, should 
meet with such a reward, But it has always been bo. In popular 
governments, the intolerant spirit of a triumphant majority will al- 
low no deviation from that standard of orthodoxy which it has set up 
for itself. Freedom of opinion is professed, but you esercise it at 
the peril of being banished from the society of those who hold the 
reins and prescribe the course that ought to be pursued. There are 
so many interested in degrading a popular and leading man in a po- 
litical party, that it is almost impossible for him ever to retrieve the 
first false step. It matters not how pure his motives, or how far it 
may be from his intention to separate from his party friends, yet 
there arc always enough, from interested motives, to take advantage 
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of the slightest deviation from the standard of the majority, to de- 
nounce him as a deserter, and to drive him into the opposition. Politi- 
cians, generally, are a lioartleas and selfish race of men. There aj-e 
many honorable eKceptioES ; but for "he most part, their own aggran- 
dizement is the end of their patriotiam ; and they always look with 
secret satisfaction on the disappointment or the fall of one whose su- 
perior talents overshadowed their own self-importance, or whose stern 
virtues and integrity stood in the way of the accomplishment c J their 
selSsh ends. 

Mr. Randolph never deviated from those principles he professed, 
while in a minority ; his party, in many instances, had departed from 
them ; he undertook the ungracious task of holding up to view their 
own dereliction. Sovereign majorities, as well as sovereign princes, 
do not like to bear their owb infallibility brought in question — espe- 
cially will they not tolerate it in one who is a subject of their power. 
Mr. Randolph had no faith in the Cabinet, while he retained the ut- 
most confidence in the Chief Magistrate. He knew that corruption 
bad crept into the legislature, through the Post Office department 
and the Yazoo specnlation, and that, as a body, they had surrendert-d 
their independence into the hands of the Executive. His great 
crime was that of maintaining the independence of the legislature, as 
a co-ordinate department of government. Let posterity judge how 
far he should be condemned for such an offence. 

During the esoited and sleepless hours of the past session, Mr. 
Kandolph was assailed by his old hereditary disease, in its most ag- 
gravated form — be was prostrate on his bed for many weeks, racked 
with the most escraciating torture. With repeated accumulation of 
mental distress, and even of mental agony, oaiised by domestic occurren- 
ces, the diseases of the body seemed to keep pace with them, and to pro- 
duce a degree of suffering such as no mortal man ever endured before. 
With heroic fortitude, he suppressed his feelings, and the world, 
while they condemned his outbursts of passion, never knew the real 
cause of bis eccentricities, Witli a pride and a haughty reserve 
i-arely equalled, he shut himself up from common observation, and was 
oontent to be the subject of misrepresentation and of malicious cal- 
umny, without condescending to esplanation or reply. To a few 
only did be unbosom himself, and expose the wounds of body and 
of Boul, which he carried, with increased aggravation, to the grave. 
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Hereafter, the reader will have an opportunity of reading his con- 
fessions, poured into the bosom of his moat intimate friend, and to 
weep over the many sufferings he endured, in what he chose to call 
his " most unprosperous life." 

Bu.t there was one occurrence, which took place in the month of 
March, that affected Mr. Randolph more tlian all things else. The 
reader is already aware of the great attachment he had formed, 
manj yeans ago, to a young lady of remarkable beauty, virtuoa, 
and aooomplishments — oiie Ihvcd inore than my oian soul, or the 
God that matie it. Many untoward fivnnt;; liad preTcnted their 
union, and made it impossible — yet he vainly oherlshed the hope that 
their love, sublimated into a pure, Platonic affection, might last to the 
end of life — idle expectation, that no other human being could have 
indulged. There was no reason in the indulgence of sach a wish ; 
bat love is blind, tyrannic!, and has no reason. The lady thought 
proper to miite her fortunes with oue in whoso society she might hope 
to live a more happy life, than in that of her present most devoted 
but unfortunate lover. This event, which took place in the midst of 
the excited debates of Congi^esa, and at a moment when his friends 
were deserting him on every hand, straok deep into the heart of Mr. 
Randolph — he never recovered from it — it had a visible influence on 
the whole of his after life. His love, now purified of all earthly 
desire, became a genuine worship— the image of the beloved object, 
loirrored in the distance, hovered over his jiath, like some angelic be- 
ing, whose celestial smiles h d b n gn t influence on his heart, 
where all else had grown cold nd d lat Long years afterwards, 
when the body was locked it tl fitful n b ces of a feverish sleep, 
and the soul wandering in dr m th t e loved name has been 
heard to escape from his iip n t n th t evinced how deeply the 
!ove of the being who bor t h d b n ngraven on the inmost 
sanctuary of his heart. But why do we call up these things 'I Read- 
er ! there was a tragedy in the life of this man, more thrilling than 
romance. But this is a subject not for us to deal with ; we promised 
not to touch it more ; let it go dowa to the oblivion of the grave, 
and there sleep with those who, in life, endured its agonies. We ask 
pardon, for having glanced at it here, and for the last time, because it 
is impossible to form a correct estimate of the man, without some 
knowledge of this ooeurrence, which constituted one of the most im- 
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portaut events of hie life. Let the skeptical look into his own heart, 
and see whether he is capable of elevating his affections above a mere 
sensual appetite. If not, then he is no fit judge of that man, whose ex- 
alted passion, rising above aU earthly desire, knows no other bounds but 
the infinite longing of an immortil soul 

Let u8 now proceed with our narrative 

Notwithstanding the htish ind unfiiendly mannei in whi h he 
had been tieated. Mi Randolph returned to Washmgtjn in Dew in 
ber wifh evei7 disposition to harmoniae and co-opeiate with the re 
publican piitj His difference frim them last session ft*s on a 
q^aestion oi meie expedienuj — tbepiopriet) of which time alone eould 
piove Unless they intended tj iba.ndjii in the conduct of affairs, 
all the piineiples they professed while in a inmjrity it was impossi 
ble fot hini to lo operate with any other body cf men However 
much he might be irritated in hia feelings towards certain individuals, 
he did not allow that circumstance so far to influence his judgment as 
to cause him to vote for or against a measure merely to be in op- 
position to them. Accordingly we find him, on most occasions, work- 
ing in harmony with the friends of the administration ; and there 
seems to have been a good feeling restored between him and some of 
the leading members. It is true, there was no important question 
on which there waa likely to be a diversity of sentiment. The non- 
importation law, by the terms of its enactment, was not to go into 
operation till the last of November; and now that the time had 
arrived, it was proposed, on the part of its fi'iends, to postpone it to 
a still later period. It was alleged that the British commissioners 
desired not a repeal, but a postponement merely, while negotiations 
were pending between the two countries. Of course Mr. Randolph 
readily united with them in this measure ; and it is not surprising 
that he took occasion to intimate that, in his judgment, time had 
proved the impolicy and inefficiency of the original enactment. But 
the only question of any importance to which their attention was 
called, during the last session of the ninth Congress, was the con- 
spiracy of Afti-on Burr. After hia bitter disappointments, both on 
the national theatre and in New-Tork, his adopted State — after the 
sudden and irretrievable fall of this ambitious man, and when the 
cold eye of neglect had chilled, like a frost, the last spark of patriot- 
ism in the breast of this legalized murderer, he had gone into the 
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great Mississippi Valley, in search of some adventure adeciuate to his 
genius and tis ambition. Here, indeed, was a vast field for enter- 
prise — abundant material for any undertaking that might reqi;ire 
perseverance, privation, and heroic daring — there was also a little 
discontent in tho popular mind, in some parts of the West, which 
might have inspired a less sangoine man than Aaron Burr with hopes 
of tampering with their patriotism. 

Soon rumors came that this man was planning and organizing 
some vast expedition, the precise object of which was the subject only 
of conjecture. Whether it was his design to make war on the 
Spanish province of Mexico, or whether, in co-operation with Spain, 
he was aiding her in the long cherished scheme of sepafating the 
western country from the United States, none could tell ; hut all 
agreed that the genius and the resources of the chief director of the 
enterprise were adequate to any desperate adventure, whether of 
. foreign aggression or domestic treason. 

The Executive was soon apprised of the state of things, and were 
endeavoring to get all the information they could in regard to the 
matter. But the newspapers were so full of rumors and statements, 
implicating the Spanish Government as the prime mover of this con- 
spiracy, that Mr. Randolph, after having waited five or six weeks for 
official intelligence, at length moved a resolution to call ou the Presi- 
dent for information, "We give his speech entire on this occasion, as 
it shows his views of the Spanish question twelve months after his 
separation from the administration on that suhject. 

" In the President's Message," said Mr, Randolph, " at the com- 
mencement of the session, he announced to ue as follows ; 

"' Having received information, that inanotherpart of the United 
States a great number of private individuals were combining toge- 
ther, arming and organizing themselves, contrary to law, to carry on 
a military expedition against the territories of Spain, I thought it 
necessary, by proclamation, as well as by special orders, to take mea^ 
sures for preventing and suppressing this enterprise, for seizing the 
vessels, arms, and other means provided for it, and for arresting and 
bringing to justice its authors and abettors.' 

" So long," said Mr. Randolph, " as the illegal movements of these 
persons were supposed to be directed against a foreign nation, 
although the interest of the United States, and their honor too, 
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required that prompt and decisive meiaures sliould be taken for sup- 
pressing their designs, yet I believe there is no gentleman in this 
House but will agree with me in the opinion that the United States, 
and this House in particular, eonld not feel so deep and lively an in- 
t test against a conspiracy of th^t tind as igainst one for the subvei 
SI n jf the Union and perhaps of the liberties of those who compose 
t I have waited with ansic us solicitude for some intormati n m 
lelition to thia subject that might be depended upon — for some 
oflicial informati a I loatenteJ myself tn a, long time with the 
belief inaamuob as no infoimation had been given to the House 
that there were imper ous leisons conneoted with the jubhc welfare 
whi:,h fDibade a lisolo'uie but the nsiei"t which affairs have tiien 
ci the MiSs ssippi is such that I can no linger reconcile it to my 
s use f f duty as the ludepen lent representative of an independent 
[e pie to test satisfied m that state jf supmeness and apathy in 
which the Hou^e has been satisfied to lemain foi the sis or si,vi-n 
\^ -el-L- past Su, fiom tlie lutormation I have been able to collcot— 
md it IB auch that I am obliged to place great if not implicit reliance 
f n it— it does appear to me that if the government of Spain is in 
any wi'se connected in these measures, it is oonoemed not as the de- 
fpulant but as the plaintiff — a^ the aggressing party, and not as the 
I aiti on whjm the aggre^-<ion is made, 80 long as I was induced to 
bel eve that by withholding crirect information from the Legislatiu'e 
the substantial mtereetg of the nation would be more essentially sub- 
sined than by laying it before them, so long, though not without 
reluotance I acc^uiebced m its being withheld. Bat from the hostile 
ajpeaiances on the Mississippi, it seems tome that the state of things 
la such as requiies the most prompt and efficacious measures for 
Mcuimg the Union The 1 iibble ifj said to have burst, and there no 
biigei remains aUj ili m why the information in the possession of 
the Executive ought to be withheld. But to guard against all pes- 
'•ible objection I have endeavored so to frame the motion as to do 
aiiiY with any objection arising from this consideration. It does 
apt ear — from the newspaper" it is true, but under a much higher sanc- 
iif n than is geneially attiehed to information received through such a 
(J annel — it does apjear in evidence, under the sanction of an exami- 
nation betore the legislature of Kentucky, that ever since the peace 
of 17''5, fejiain has incessantly labored to detach tlie western people 
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from tlie Union ; that aubsequently to the peace of San Lorenzo she 
haa carried on intrigues, and in the moafc faithless mannei' withheld 
acceding to its stipulatioES, in order to escite a spirit in the western 
country subversive of the Union ; that she snhseciuently made a pro- 
position of the most flagitioiis kind to several leading characters in. 
Kentucky, and as I believe elsewhere. It seems, indeed, that she has 
never lost sight of this object ; and I believe she never will lose 
sight of it so long as she shall find materials to work upon, or a sha- 
dow of hope that she will suooeed. It appeavs to me that she has 
found those materials ; that they are of the most dangerous nature ; 
that they ate now in operation ; and that, perhaps, at this moment, 
while I am addressing you, at least for a time, the fate of the West^ 
ern country may have been decided, 

" Sir, this subject offers strong argumeBts, in addition to the nume- 
rous reasons offered at the present session of Congress, to justify the 
policy avowed by certain gentlemen during the last session, so highly 
condemned ; and if I am correctly informed, the other branch of 
the Legislature ate now acting on that policy so condemned and 
despised. 

" We have had a bill before ua authorizing the President to accept 
volunteers. A member of the committee with whom this bill origi- 
nated, and with whom I have the pleasure of coacurring, intimately 
connected and domesticated with the Secretary of War, did make a 
proposition before that committee, substantially the same with that 
rejected the last session — to augment the military forces to meet the 
pressing exigencies of the times ; and which I presume must have 
had the sanction of that officer. Is there a man in this House who 
at this day doubts, that if the Goveninient — I mean the Executive 
and Legislatiire — had taken a manly and decisive attitude towards 
Spain, and instead of pen, ink, and paper, had given men and arms- 
is there a man who disbelieves that not only Spain would have been 
overawed, but that those domestic traitors also wonld have been in- 
timidated and overawed, whose plans threaten to be so dangerous ? 
Would any man have dreamed of descending the Mississippi at the 
head of an unprincipled banditti, if New Orleans had been fortified, 
and strong fortifications erected in its neighborhood? What did we 
then hear ? Money ! dollars and cents ! Is there not now eveiy 
reason to believe, especially when we consider the superintendence 
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undei wtieh the expenses aie miuiied that the saving of the cam 
]im^-i\ on the Sahme, and the saving of tke eo^tly medsuies taken hy 
the commandei m chiet on hiB own responsibility, would ha\e beea 
ct[Uil tu the expense of iiising and mamtaimng for onp jear the 
adhtional ioicea piopoBed at the last session to be lai'^ed Theie 
c^n be no doubt, but that on the piinoiple of (.eonomy, without 
t iliiu§ into Tiew the eflect on the Union, the Unitt-d States would 
have been gainers. A spectator, not in the habit of reading our pub- 
lie prints, or of conversing with individuals out of doors, but who 
should draw hia ideas of the situation of the country from the pro- 
ceedings of this House during the present session, would be led to 
infer that there never existed in any nation a greater degree of peace, 
ti'anquillity, or union, at home or abroad, than in the United States 
at this time ; and yet, what is the fact ? That the United States are 
not only threatened with external war, but with conspiracies and 
treasons, the more alarming from their not being defined. And yet 
we sit, and adjouni ; adjoura, and sit j take things as schoolboys, 
do as we are bid, and ask no questions. I cannot reconcile this line 
of conduct to my ideas of the duty of a member on this floor. Tes, 
the youngest member of the federal family has been found to be the 
first to ward off the impending danger, while the eldest members are 
sleeping, snoring, and dozing over their liberties at homo. 

Under this view of the subject, I beg leave to offer the following 
resolution : 

■■ Resolved — That the President of the United States be and he 
is hereby requested to lay before this House any information in pos- 
session of the Executive, except such as be may deem the public wel- 
fare to require not to be disclosed, tonohing any illegal combination 
of private individuals against the peace and safety of the Union, or 
any military expedition planned by such individuals against the ter- 
ritories of any power in amity with the United States ; together with 
the measures which the Eseoutive has pursued and proposes to ta/ce 
for suppressing or defeating the same." 

The resolution was carried by a large majority. As more authen- 
tic news came of the designs and actual movements of the conspira- 
toi-s, the country became still more alarmed ; every one of discern- 
ment saw the danger of this enterprise ; they knew the combustible 
materials that artful intriguer had to work upon, and could readily 
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perceive how lie might take advantage of the unfriendly relations 
exiating between the United States and Spain, and by the secret aid, 
if not the open co-operation of that discontented power, effect a dis- 
memberment of the Union. 

Tte Senate, in their alarm, went so far as to suspend tlie " Ha- 
beas Corpxis Act," whicli is never resorted to except in extreme cases 
of danger to the peace and integrity of the country. This act of sus- 
pension was an'ested in the House. Mr. Eandolph vfas most active 
and eflcieut in his opposition : he denounced it as unnecessary, oppres- 
sive, and tyrannical. Most fortunately it was rejected by the House, 
and can never be set up as a precedents 

Aaron Burr, it is well known, was arrested in Alabama, and 
brought to trial in Virginia, on the ground that he had levied his 
forces and commenced his treasonable acts within the borders of that 
State. The trial took place in tlio city of Richmond, in the month 
of May, 1807 ; it excited a great deal of interest, and brought toge- 
ther many of the most distinguished men of the Union. John Ran- 
dolph was foreman of the grand jury that brought in a true bill 
agwnst Aaron Buit of higli treason against his country. It ia not 
our purpose to go into the details of this trial, or the incidents of the 
conspiracy : they belong to the geaeral historian, and must form an 
interesting and important chapter in the history of those critical and 
eventful times. . 

During his sojourn in Kichmond on this occasion, Mr, Randolph 
foi'med many new and valuable acquaintances. Mr. Wirt was at this 
time collecting materials for bis Life of Patrick Henry. He was 
conversing one day on that subject in a company of gentlemen, when 
Mr. Tazewell, who was present, said to him: " Mr. Wirt, you should, 
by all means, see John Eandolph oa that subject ; he knows more 
of Patrick Henry than any other man now living." Mr. Wirt con- 
fessed that be was not personally acquainted with that gentleman. 
The difSculty was, kow to bring them together ; for Tazewell said it 
would not do to make a formal iati-oduction, and say, " This is Mr. 
Wirt, sir, who is desirous of obtaining from you some materials for 
his Life of Henry. In that case Randolph would not open his lips. 
However," said he, " I will contrive a meeting," In a few days Mr. 
Wirt was invited to Tazewell's room, where he found Randolph and 
other gentlemen assembled. Very soon, in the course of conversa- 
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having made an ezhibition of bim in that way. Taaewell turned it 
off as a pleasant joke ; nevertheless, the biographer of Patrick Henry 
never got from that quarter any additional materiak for the sabjecfc 
of bis memoir. It was on tbis occasion also that Mr. Randolph first 
made the aoijuaintanoe of Dr. John Brookenbrougb, who from that 
time to the day of his death was the most intimate friend of his bo- 
som—the friend to whom he daily unfolded without reserve or fear 
of exposure the inmost thoughts and feelings of his heart. The doc- 
tor was a member of tbe grand jury, and tke accjuaintance commenced 
in a way peculiar to John Randolph. " I did not seek his acquaint- 
ance," says the doctor, " because it had been impressed on my mind 
that he was a man of a wayward and irritable temper ; but as he knew 
that I had been a school-fellow of bis brothers, Ricliard and The- 
odotic (while he was in Bermuda for the benefit of bis health), be 
very courteously made advances to me to converse about his brothers, 
to whom be had been much devoted, and ever afterwards I found bim 
a steady and confiding friend. He frequently passed much of his 
time at my house, and was the most agreeable and interesting inmats 
you can imagine. No little personal attention was ever lost on him, 
and be rendered himself peculiarly a favorite with my wife by his 
conversation on belles-lettres, in which be was so well versed ; and he 
read (in which he excelled) to her very many of the choice passages of 
Milton and Shakspeare. Mr. Randolph also had another remarkable 
quality, irritable and sensitive as be was ; w/ten alone with a friend 
he would not only bear with patience, but would invite a full expres- 
sion of his friend's opinion on bis conduct, or acta and sentiments, 
on any subject, either private or public." 



b/ Google 



262 LIFE OF JOHN RAKDOJ.PH 

CHAPTEB XSXIII. 

EMBARGO — THE ILIAD OF ALL OUR WOFS. 

By Jay's treaty of 1794, our difficulties with Great Britain, 
though not settled were quieted for the time being ■ while in conte- 
:^uenoe of thi- same cause we were nearly involved in an upen rup 
tuie wth Tnnce 

The chnnge of admiaistiation and the convention with Fiance 
jn I'lOl le^toied a moie fiiendly feeling between the two re[ul>- 
IiLS — and the purchase of Louisiana m 1^03 was acconipli-.hod with 
morp ease than Mr Jeflei'ion him'ielf coull have tspected tr 
commerce for tlie first fuui years of the new administtatiii. was 
exceedingly piosperous — and the management ot oui dimestio 
aftaiis was coiidui'ted on strialy lepublicin prinujles Hadjeace 
c ntinuedm Euiije duung the lemamder of his teim Mi Jeffer 
sons woull have been a most bnlbaat and sivcessful caieer But 
after the luptutc dF the treaty of Amiens anl the lenewal of ho= 
tilitiea between the gi eat ^eUlgelent powers aa unfa^oiiUe change 
took place m jur fore gn relitious 

By a series of extiaoidinary victoiies Gieat Biitainhad annih 
lated the combined fleets of Trance Spun and Holland and made 
herielf undisputed misticss of the sb% The tiade between these 
(.ountiies ind theii col nies tl eir mvies being deatioved wis now 
for the fitst time opened to foieign bottoms The United States 
were the only poopie that could avail themsehes of this advinttge 
Then eommeicial maiine m oonse [ntnce ww ^ieitl\ enlarged inl 
commerce itselt wis more than e\er e^panled and jiosjeioua 

But Englan I scon perceived that a long as this kind of triSo 
wta permitted she would deiive no advantage fiom hei naval vioto 
nes She oonimenoed 1 series ot measii s to put an end to it 

Bonaparte in the mem time having elented himself t> the 
impenal thrine of France hi! conqiieied aeirly all Euo]u 
driven the Russian bear back into his polar legions and was niw 
seriously contemplating the destruction of Englind as the oily 
barrier m the way of univeisal con (uest But sid espe lence hnd 
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Tlio fiist act of hoatditj was commeaced by (xieat Biitdin on the 
16th May, 1806 : the British government, by an order of the King in 
council, decreed that all the rivers and ports from Brest to the Elbe 
{being about a thowsancl miles of sea-coast) should he oonaidered in 
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longing to citizens of the United States) sailing for England, or 
from an English port to the continent, was snbjeot to capture and 
condemnation. The French minister, in consequence of a remon- 
strance on tte part of the United States, gave it aa his opinion, that 
the decree of blockade would be so qualified by the existing treaty 
aa not to operate on American commerce. Not much respect, how- 
ever, was paid to this opinion by French cruisers; and in September 
1807 the decree was ordered to he fully enforced against all neutrals. 

In the mean time a negotiation was going on between the com- 
missioners of England and the United States. On the 30th of 
December, 1806, a treaty was signed settling amicably, if not satis- 
factorily, ail the difficulties between the two nations. But Bona- 
parte's Berlin cleeree having come to their knowledge, the British 
commissioners, in a note delivered by order of the King, declared to 
the American commissioners, that if France should execute that 
decree, and the United States acquiesce in it, the British govern- 
ment would hold themselves discharged from the treaty and bene 
retaliatory orders against neutral commerce with France. Had the 
treaty been ratified on that condition, it would have pledged the 
United States to such a co-operation with Great Britain against 
France, as must have ended in hostilities with the one and alliance 
with the other. This was the object of England — but Mr. Jefferson 
was determined if possible to continue in his position of neutrality. 
The treaty was received before the adjournment of Congress, the 4th 
March, 1807 ; but lie boldly suppressed it, and would not even sub- 
mit it to the Senate for their consideration. He remembered too 
well the effect of Jay's treaty on the public mind to venture one 
himself. A total surrender of all her claims by Great Britain at that 
time would not have been acceptable, because it would have forced 
the United States into an alliance with England, contrary to the 
popular sentiment, which was decidedly in favor of the French cause. 
In times of peace that treaty would have been favorably received, 
but under existing circumstances, the President hid no intention of 
suffering himself to be treaty-fotmdered as his predecessors had been. 
Mr. Monroe, the principal negotiator, was much oflended at the 
rejection or rather unceromonioiia suppiession ot his tiiaty he had 
hoped to gwn much credit by this act of jaciflcation 

In the mean time the alFair of the Chesape iki, took j kc which 
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greatly inliamed the public mind. A British squadron it seems was 
iyiug near the mouth of Haaipton Hoads, in Ljaniavea Bay ; sev- 
eral sailors deserted and took refuge on board the American frigate 
Chesapeake, tten in the port of Norfolk, fitting out for sea, the sail- 
ors were demanded, but were refused to be given up on the ground 
that they were American citizens. As the Chesapeake, on her des- 
tined voyage, passed out of the Capes, she was followed by a Brit- 
ish vessel detached from the squadron for that purpose ; so sooa aa 
the Chesapeake got out of neutral waters into the ocean, she was 
fii'od upon, her hull and rigging were much injured and several per- 
sons were killed ; she was boarded, the sailors recaptured, and some 
of them were put to death. This gross outrage, though unauthor- 
ized and disavowed by the government, had an unhappy effect on the 
public mind in the United States. A spirit of revenge seized the 
people ; and although England sent over a special minister to settle 
the difficulty, a slight punctilio in the forms and etiquette of diplomacy 
was seized upon as a pretext to prevent any advancements or ex- 
planations ou the part of the British envoy. 

Such was the situation of affairs, when, on the 1 ith of November, 
1807, before the Berlin decree had been enforced against American 
vessels, and while the government had reason to hope it would not be 
enforced, Gfreat Britain esecuted her threat intimated at the signing 
of the treaty. By an order in cotmcil (with a preamble, charging 
France with a want of respect to the laws of nations and rights of 
neutrality), it was decreed that all the ports and places of France 
and her allies, or any otlier country at war with his majesty, and all 
other ports and places in Europe from which, although not at war 
with bis majesty, the British flag is excluded, and all ports and 
places in the colonies belonging to his majesty's enemies, shall from 
henceforth be subject to the same restrictions, in point of trade and 
navigation, (with certain exceptions,) as if the same were actually 
blockaded by bis majesty's naval forces, in the most strict and vigor- 
ous manner. 

By these acts of England and France, professing to be acts of re- 
taliation, and not at all in a spirit of hostility to the United States, 
tbe neutral commerce of America was entirely destroyed. Not a ves- 
sel could sail to Europe or to England, to the vast colonial regions of 
North and South America, and tbe East and West Indies, without 
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being subject to capture and condenmation. The trade of the whole 
world, in fact, was interdicted, and could not be carried on ■without 
the risk of forfeiture. Both belligerents, however, had distinctly in- 
timated that if the United States would side with them, every advan- 
tage should be given to their commerce. But this is what they did 
not intend to do; they did not mean to surrender all the advantages 
they had hitherto enjoyed from their neutral position, if it could be 
avoided. To side with England was war with Prance — with France 
was war with England. Mr. Je£fersoa was not prepared for either 
alternative. What was to be done? Commerce, left thus exposed, 
must be ground into powder between the upper and nether millstone, 
and be scattered as chaff before the winds of heaven. The Presi- 
dent advised a dignified retirement from the ocean, until the storm 
should have passed over. Eor the first time since our difficulties 
with foreign nations, he took the responsibility of advising a definite 
course of action. In a secret message to Congress, about the 19th of 
December, 1807, he recommended that an embargo should be laid on 
all American vessels. In a few days a bill to that effect was passed 
into a law : all American vessels were prohibited, under high penal- 
ties, from Bailing to foreign ports, or from port to port within the 
United States, without license. 

The measure of an embargo was at first advocated by Mr. Ran- 
dolph. He introduced the resolution, in accordance with the Presi- 
dent's message ; but the bill which was finally adopted, originated in 
the Senate ; it contained provisions that he could not approve, and he 
opposed it on its passage. This is given as an instance of Mr, 
Kandolph's fickleness and want of object in his parliamentary course. 
The debates were conducted in secret — in fact, the bill was hurried 
through the forms of legislation, with scarcely any debate. We do 
not know, therefore, what was said on the occasion, and are left to 
infer the grounds of Mr. Randolph's opposition to the bill, from his 
general views on the subject of an embargo. He approved of such a 
step in the beginning, as a war measure. An embargo of sixty or 
ninety days, collecting and protecting all our resources, followed by a 
declaration of war, at the end of that period, against that one of the 
belligerents whose restrictive oourse manifested the strongest spirit of 
hostility, would have fulfilled Mr. Randolph's idea of such a meas- 
ure. But such was not the intention of the friends of the adminia- 
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tration, in passing tte act now under consideration. It was desigaad 
as a measure to be permanent for an indefinite period. France and 
England were told that it was not "conceived in a spirit of hostility 
to them, hut was merely intended as a municipal regulatum. The 
truth was, howeTer, and they did not fail to perceive it, that the whole 
object of withdrawing our commerce from the ocean, was to operate 
on those two nations. It was intended to starve Prance and her de- 
pendencies, and to break England, unless they would abandon their 
absurd pretensions over the rights of neutral nations. But when this 
happy result would take place, it was impossible to telL For a meas- 
ure of this kind to come home to the bosom and the buSinesB of a 
great nation, must necessarily take a very long time. Indeed, it was 
reaeonable to suppose that the desired object never could be accom- 
plished in that way. The resources of England and of France were 
too great and too varied, to be seriously affected by a suspension of 
even the whole of American commerce. The event proved what, it 
would seem, a little forethought ought to have anticipated, After the 
embargo had been in operation for twelve months, those two nations 
were no nearer being forced into terms than they were at first ; whUe 
their spirit of hostility was greatly esasperated. 

But what effect did the measure have on affairs at home — on the 
character of our own people? Here, it was disastrous in the extreme. 
An embargo is the most heroio remedy that can be applied to state 
diseases. It must soon run its course, and kill or cure in a short 
time. It is like one holding his breath to rush through fiame or me- 
phitic gas ; the suspension may be endured for a short time, but the 
lungs at length must be inflated, even at the hazard of suffocation. 
Commerce is the breath that fills the lungs of a nation, and a total 
suspension of it is like taking away vital air from tlie human system ; 
eonvulsiona or deatli must soon follow. By the embargo, the farmer, 
the merchant, the mechanic, the capitalist, the ship-owner, the sailor, 
and the day-laborer, found themselves suddenly arrested in their daily 
business. Crops were left to rot in the warehouses; ships in the 
docks ; capital was compelled to seek new channels for investment, 
while labor was driven to every shift to keep from starvation. 

Sailors, seeing the uncertain continuation of this state of things, 
flocked in great numbers to the British navy. That service which, in 
former years, they most dreaded, necessity now compelled them to 
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seet with avidity. Siau^ling was extensively earned on tlirough 
the whole extent of ottr wide-spread borders ; the revenue waa 
greatly reduced ; and the morals of the people were corrupted fey 
the vast temptations held out to evade the laws. It is difficult to tell 
on what classes of the community this disaatroiis measure did not 
operate. On the planting and shipping interest, perhaps, it waa most 
serious. On the one, it was more immediate, on the other, more 
permanent m it^ evil consequences. 

In cities ■md (.ommercial regions, capital and labor are easily di- 
verted fi-om one employment to another. That which to-day is profit- 
ahly engaged in commeioe, may to-morrow, if an inducement offers, 
be as readily turned into successful manufactures. Not so with the 
labor and capital employed in agriculture ; here the change must be 
slow. But with the oipital and the kind of labor employed in the 
tobacco and uitton planting of the South, no change, to any percepti- 
ble degree waa possible The Southern people, being wholly agri- 
cultural, could live a low years without the sale of their crops ; but 
the Northern people, being mainly dependent on their labor and com- 
merce, could not exist with an embargo of long duration. Hence we 
find a patient endurance of its evils on the part of the South, while a 
spirit of insurrection pervaded the people of the North. In this rest- 
less condition, much of their capital and labor were permanently di- 
rected to manufactures. The bounties offered by a total prohibition 
of foreign articles, stimulated this branch of business in a remarkable 
degree ; and when the embargo, non -intercourse, and war ceased to 
operate as a bounty, they Lave had to be sustained by heavy duties, 
imposed on foreign commerce, at the expense of the planting interest 
of the South, which is mainly dependent on a foreign market for the 
sale of its commodities. Every doUar taken from commerce, and in- 
vested in manufactures, was turning the current from a friendly into 
a hostile channel, to that kind of agriculture which was dependent on 
foreign trade for its prosperity. The immediate effect of the embargo 
was, to starve New England. Its more permanent consequence has 
been, to build it up at the expense of the planting interest of the 
South. New England has now two sources of wealth, in her manu- 
fectures and commerce ; while the South have still the only one of 
planting tobacco and cotton on exhausted lands, and with a reduced 
market for the sale of her commodities. 



b/ Google 



EMBARGO. a6^ 

It was impossible for Mr. Randolph, to advocate such a measure. 
He could not foresee all the evils it might entail on his country ; but 
his practical wisdom, aided by his deep interest in the welfare of his 
constituents, taught him that no good could come oat of an embargo 
reduced to a system, and made a part of the municipal regulations of 
the Grovemment. As the first step towards an immediate prepara- 
tion for war, he eoiild approve the act ; hut as a scheme destined to 
act on foreign countries, while it was wasting tie resources of G-overn- 
luent, and consuming the substance of the people at home, it met his 
decided disapprobation. 

Twelve months had now rolled around, and all parties had become 
of his opinioB. No impression abroad. Nothing but disaster at 
home. The legislature of Massachusetts pronounced it an unconsti- 
tutional aot. They were not far from tie truth. For a short period, 
and as a war measure, aa embargo would be constitutional ; but tie 
embargo aets adopted from time to time by Congress, and persisted 
in for more than a year, were very far from being clearly constitutional. 
Massachusetts pronounced them not only unconstitutional, but unjust 
and oppressive. 

In 1799, when Vii'ginia interposed her State authority, and de- 
clared the alien and sedition laws unconstitutional, Massachusetts 
then said, that the Supreme Court was alone competent to pronounce 
on the .constitutionality of a federal law. But she now saw the error 
and the evil consequences of such a doctrine. The Supreme Court 
had declared the embargo acts to be constitutional ; while a sovereign 
State, crushed and ruined by the burdens they imposed, saw those 
enactments in a very different light Was she to be silent, and 
bear the evils inflicted by those laws, merely because the courts had 
pronounced in their favor? By no means. She was one of the 
sovereign parties who had ordained the Coustitntion as a common 
government, endowing it with certain genera! powers for that pur- 
pose ; and surely, from the very nature of things, she had a tight to 
say whether this or that law transcended those delegated powers 
or not. 

Whether Massachusetts strictly followed the doctrine of State 
rights, as laid down by Mason, Jefferson, and Madison, we pretend 
not to say; but we do say, that she had a right to interpose her au- 
thority, to pronounce the embargo laws unconstitutional, to show 
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tiieir injustice and oppression, and to demand tiieir repeal by instruc- 
tions to her own senators and representatives. Massachusetts did 
interpose ; pronounced her repugnance to the law ; and her will was 



Mr, Jefferson might have taken a very different course from the 
one pursued by him. He might have said, Tliis disaffection is only 
found among the federalists ; they despise State rights, and have 
only resorted to them on this occasion to abuse them ; the people of 
Massachusetts are favorable to my administration, and to the ob- 
noxious law ; my popularity and influence are unbounded in other 
sections of the Union j by persevering a little longer, we shall accom- 
plish alt that was designed by the embargo ; I will therefore disre- 
gard the clamors of these people, and persist in enforcing the law, 
even should it drive them to extremity. But Mr. Jefferson did not 
reason in this way. He saw that a sovereign State, through her 
regular legislative forms, had pronounced against the law ; it was not 
for him to scrutinize the character and composition of that legisla- 
ture ; it was enough for him to know, that a State had solemnly de- 
clared the law unconstitutional, unjust, and oppressive. When, in 
addition, he was told by a distinguished statesman from Massachu- 
setts, that a longer persistence might endanger the integrity of the 
Union, he unhesitatingly aei^uiesoed in a repeal of the most important 
and favored measure of iiis administration. 

What might have been the consequences if Massachusetts had 
been driven to exti'emities, we will not conjeotrire — we do not reason 
from extreme cases. All we have to say is, that so lon_g as the States 
have the independence to maintain those rights guaranteed to them 
by the Constitution, and that so long as there is patriotism and 
virtue in the administration of the Federal Q-overnment, there will 
never be tlio necessity of driving tho States into those extreme 
s of secession or nuUiflcatioa. 
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CHAPTER XXXTV 

GUNBOATS. 

The quost n m y be asked here, Why did. Mr. Jefferaon make so 
lit 1 p p at n f jr a war which, sooner or later, seeoied to be inevi- 
tabl T unl tand his policy, we must first know the political 

p n pi that g Terned his conduct. He came into power as the 
leader of the republican State-Rights party. During the first four 
years of his administration, he applied the few simple and abste- 
mious doctrines of that party most successfully iu the management 
of our domestic affairs. But now a new and untried scene was opened 
before him. Never were the embarrassments of any government in 
regard to foreign powers more iutricate and perplexing ; and, to 
increase his dif&oulties, he had to deal with the most powerful nations 
on earth, who, in their hostility to each other, paid no respect to the 
laws of nations or the rights of neutrality. The Constitution was 
ordained mainly for the purpose of regulating commerce, foreign and 
domestic, and establishing a common rule of action in our intercourse 
with other countries. While the States at home preserved their poli- 
tical existence, retained much of their original sovereignty, were dis- 
tinct, variant, and even hostile in some of their domestic interests, to 
the world abroad they presented but one front. At home each pur- 
sued its own policy, developed its own internal resources, and was 
unconscious of the existence of a common government, save in the 
negative blessing that it bestowed upon them of peace with each other 
aud with the world. They literally fulfilled the spirit of their national 
motto, E pluribus untttn — at home many, abroad one. It is obvious 
that peace must be an essential element in the successful operation 
of such a complicated system of government. War of whatever kind, 
especially an aggiessive war, whether by land or sea, must destroy 
its equilibrmm and precipitate all its movements on the common cen- 
tre which, by an intense over-aetion, must finally absorb all counter- 
vailing influences Mr. Jefierson was thoroughly penetrated with 
thp true spirit of our Constitution ; so was John Randolph, These 
profound statesmen thought alike on that subject : they differed as to 
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eeitain measmea of policy, liut not at all in tLeir principles. They 
both sought the peace of the country, not only as the best condition 
foi deyeloping its resources, but as aa essential means for preserving 
the purity of its institutions. Neither could look with complacency 
on a standing army or a large naval establishment. They did not even 
consider tliem aa essential in the present emergency, more imminent, 
perhaps, than any that could possibly occur at a future period. 

Negotiation having failed, and both belligerents still continuing 
to plunder our commerce, Mr. Jefferson recommoided, as the only 
remedy, a total abandonment of the ocean. Mr. Randolph's advice 
was to arm the merchant marine, and let them go forth and defend 
themselves in the highways of a lawful eomraeroe. As the means of 
home defence, Jefferson recommended the construction and eijuip- 
ment of gunboats, in numbers sufficient to protect the harbors and 
seaporte from sudden invasion. Randolph advised to arm the mili- 
tia, put a weapon in the hands of every yeoman of the laud, and fur- 
nish the towns and seaports with a heavy train of artilleiy for their 
defence. 

In ail this we perceive but one object — a defence of the natal soil 
(natale solmn) by the people themselves, and a total abstinence from 
all aggressior. " Pour out your blood," said these wise statesmen to 
the people ; " pour out your blood in defence of your borders ; but 
shed not a drop beyond." Happy for the country could this advice 
have always been followed I As Randolph foresaw and predicted, 
we came out of the war with Great Britain without a constitution ; 
mainly to his exertions in after years are we indebted for its restora- 
tion. The late war with Mexico has engendered a spirit of aggi-es- 
sion and of conquest among the people, and has taught the ambitious, 
aspiring men of the country, that military fame achieved in an hour 
is worth more than the solid reputation of a statesman acquired by 
long years of labor and self-sacrifice. Where these things are to end 
it does not require much sagacity to foresee. Let the people take 
warning in time, and give heed to the counsel of their wisest states- 
men ; let them dismiss their army and their navy, relieve the coun- 
try of those burthensome and dangerous accompaniments of a mili- 
tary government, and trust to negotiation, justice, and their own ener- 
gies and resources for defence. What was viaionaiy and impraoti- 
cable in the warlike days of Jefferson, is now wholly reasonable and 
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proper What sailboats could not do, ateam vessels can fully acoom- 
pliih For detenre tteie ih no need of a navv , for aggresaiye wai, 
wp trust the Jay may ne\er (,unie when it shall lie called into requi 

Theie wa* one subject on which Randolph and Jeffeiion diffeied 
BO e-isentially that it would seem to indicate a moie radical diver 
geney at principles than we aie wilbng to admit esisted between 
thorn Tbey both smoeiely laboied to preserve a strict neutrality 
between the gi eat belligerents of Europe, but when driven to ex 
tiemity, and foioed to choose between the one and the othei, Je&er 
son would have selected France as a friend, whilst Randolph would 
have chosen England. In the days of John Adams these predilec- 
tions would have marked their political oharaoters as being essentially 
different oa all the great principles of government. But Randolph 
contended that since that day circumstances had greatly altered, 
France was then a free republic, fighting for the liberties of Europe, 
while England was in coalition with the old monarchies to destroy 
them. France was now a military despotism, grasping at the empire 
of the world, while England was the only barrier in the way of uni- 
versal conquest. To suffer old partialities and prejudices to influence 
their coudaot in such a state of affairs, he thought, was the height of 
folly and madness. He had no greater friendship for England and 
her institationa than before ; but she had become essential for his 
own protection, and he was willing to use her for that purpose. These 
views seem not only to be plausible, but just. A practical states- 
man, at that time, looking at events as they transpired around him, 
and gazing on the rapid strides of Napoleon towards universal con- 
quest, would have coincided with Mr. Randolph — have exclaimed 
with him that it was pocr consolation to reflect that we were to be 
the last to be devoured, and have taken refuge behind the floating 
batteries of England as the last retreat to the espiring liberties of the 
world. Bat Thomas Jefferson did not view the subject in this prac- 
tical way 1 he was the profound philosopher that looked at political 
causes and consequences in their radical and essential relations to 
each other, and the bold pioneer that dared to sacrifice what seemed 
to bo the present interest to the future and more permanent welfare 
of his country. 

In his judgment the- great causes that produced the marvellous 
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events then daily transpiring on the theatre of Europe, had not 
changed ; it was still the spirit of demoeracy contending against the 
old feudal aristocracy, which had so long oppressed and enslaved the 
nations. The crusade of Bonaparte, aside from his own personal 
ambition, had no other end hut the overthrow of those rotten dynas- 
ties that sat like a leaden weight on the hearts of the people ; and d 
revival of those old memories of privileges and franchises that lay 
buried and forgotten beneatli the rubbish and worthless trivialities of 
a profligate conrt and a heartless monarchy. 

To repress the numerous factions that were tearing her vitals 
within, and to beat back the myrmidons of power that assailed her 
from withont, it was necessary that France should coneentrate all 
her energies in the hands of a military despot. The times called for 
a dictator. But Napoleon himself was a phenomenon that must 
soon pass away ; his long esistence was incompatible with the just 
order of things ; his downfall must be followed by a restoration of the 
Bourbons, or by a revival of the Bepubiio, chastened and purified by 
the ordeal through which she had passed. Bonaparte saw to the root 
of tlie matter when he said, that in a few years Europe must be Re- 
publican or Cossack. Jefferson perceived and acted on this profound 
principle long before Bonaparte gave utterance to it. He knew well 
that England was the same now that she was in the days of the coa- 
lition ; her allies were gone, because the arms of France and the 
insurrection of their own subjeetfi had overturned their power ; the 
French mil had spread over Europe, and her battle was still against 
that ; the right of the people to pull down and to build up dynasties 
— the doctrine that governments belong to the people and not the 
people to governments, and that thej can alter or abolish them at 
pleasure, were principles that she fought against and labored to re- 
press and to destroy. Had she euoceeded in overturning the power 
of Napoleon, she would have forced on the nations of Europe, by vii'- 
tue of her cherished doctrine of legitimacy, the worst of all govero- 
ments — a restoration of the old monarchies claiming to rule, not by 
the will of the people, but by the divine right of tings. It was not 
in the nature of Thomas Jefferson to aid in the remotest degree in 
the accomplishment of such an end. Besides all this, he knew there 
was no sympathy between the democracy of America and the aris- 
tocracy of England ; the one was progressive, the other conservative ; 
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the one readily embraced every meaisure that tended to elevate and 
to improve the masses of mankind, the other repressed every propo- 
sition that contemplated a change in the present order of things ; the 
one held that government must spring from the wUl of the people, 
and is but an agent in the hands of their representatives for the good 
of the whole; the other that all wealth and power belong to the 
few, and government but an instrument to preserve and perpetuate 
their authority. Any coalition or union between elements so repug- 
nant would have produced evil rather than good ; it would have shed 
a malign influence on the one hand, while on the other the contact 
would have been regarded as a vile contamination. Jefferson was 
the embodiment of Amerioan democracy ; the masses of the people 
felt that he gave form and expression to the great sentimenta that 
lay confused and voiceless in their own bosoms, and they knew that 
he would be faithful in following the impulses of that mighty concen- 
tration of a people's will in his own person : hence his influence over 
the public mind — his almost despotic sway over the legislation of the 
country. In 1806, a subservient legislature, in obedience to his 
secret wishes, voted him money without restriction to negotiate with 
Spain and France, when his public messages declared that negotiation 
was at an end, and breathed the strongest spirit of resistance. In 
1807 his commissioners, his favorite negotiator, Monroe, being one 
of them, had made a treaty with England, as favorable as could be 
expected at that time, but he put it in his pocket and refused to sub- 
mit it to the consideration of that branch of the government which 
had a right and might have advised its ratification. When Great 
Britain sent a special envoy to make reparation for the unauthorized 
attack on the Chesapeake, he stood on an untenable point of etiquette, 
refused to receive or even to hear any propositions on that subject, 
and suffered the public mind to be inflamed by an unnecessary delay 
of adjustment. Before he had any official information of the orders 
in council, issued in retaliation to the Berlin decree, on the mere 
authority of newspaper reports, he sent a secret message to Congress 
advising an embargo : in silence and in haste his wOl was obeyed — 
a sudden pause was given to business — at his coromaud the people 
stood still, and let fell from their hands the implements of trade and 
the means of their subsistence. This measure, whether so intended 
or not, coincided with the views of Napoleon : while it could affect 
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France but slightly, it formect an essential part of that great conti- 
nental system that had for its object tie subjugation of England by 
a destruction of her commerce and manufaotnres. 

Bonaparte approved, and the indomitable Sasoa spirit of England 
refused to yield : the dire recoil was most severely felt at tome, but the 
patriotism of the people increased with the disasters inflicted upon 
them ; and tbey continued to follow their bold leader with a fortitude 
and intrepidity that would have peiseverel to the bitter end, had he 
not said enough ' and acquiesced in the lepeil :>{ his fevorite mear 
sure Jefterson stool t the people of America as Napoleon to the 
people of Fiinoe — he embrdied the w 11 of a ftee and enlightened 
repullic devoted to the aits of peice ind governed by laws and a 
wiitten constitution Najcleoa wis the dieal symbol of a wild 
democracy Bpiung ' om the bisom of a volotno chiotie in all its 
fieiy elements and ■krmed ■with firebrands to burn up the dross and 
stulDbleff the worn out and ntten monarchies that sairounded it; both 
were mvmeible, so long as they continued to stand in the focus and to 
reflect the mighty energies that were concentrated in thei own p son 

We say, then, that the policy of Jefferson, viewed ly a p ict al 
statesman, would seem to be unwise. It inflicted many e iL n the 
country at the time, and entailed a lasting injury on tie jlant g 
interests of the South ; but it saved the principles of dem a y and 
it saved the country, if not from an actual participation n the C n 
gresa of Vienna, it saved them from ■» humiliating aoq^uiesoence in 
the holy alliance of despots, confederated under a solemn oath to 
smother and extiEguish eveiy stntimont of hberty that might dare 
to breathe its existence in tbi. brsnms of ttPii opjresaed and de- 
graded subjects- 



CHAPTEH XXXV. 

JAMES MADISON — PRESIDENTIAL ELBOTION, 

Ma. Bandolph was opposed to the elevation of James Madison f 
the presidency. His objections extended bact to an early period i 
the political history of that gentleman. As we have said, the cour 
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try is indebted to the efforts of Mr, Madison for tiieir present Con- 
stitutioB. His great labors and untiring zeal, both ia the Federal 
convention tliat framed it, and the Virginia convention that ratified 
it overcame every obstacle, and finally presented to the people a form 
f g n nent to strengthen and consolidate their union. But the 
h PI y hi ding of national and federal features in the constitution, 
wh hy the States have preserved their independence, and much of 
th rejgpty, was not the conceptiop of Mr. Madison. He 

til g t the States ought not to be entirely obliterated ; bat until the 
pla f G orge Mason was developed, he did not understand how their 
ex t n ould be made compat b! with a mm n ntral govern- 
n nt J ating alike on all tl p pi H d 1 n t rdially acqui- 
n tl States-rights dooti n ng att d n th natitution. In 
all tl d bates in both convent n h g n lly f und opposed to 
th w of Mr. Mason. And t wis ha g d ag n t him, that in 
th s. ay which he wrote, in j n t n n th J y and Hamilton, 
w th th ew of recommending th Cntttntth people, he ad- 
at d with as mueh earn tn as tl w d centralists, a 

st ng nsolidated government Wh n p t x t n ent grew very 
violent, in the times of the whisky insurrection, and of Jay's treaty, 
when Randolph was driven, in disgrace, from the Cabinet, and Mon- 
roe recalled, under sentiments of strong displeasure, Mr. Madison 
was charged with having abandoned his post on the floor of Con- 
gress, and seeking ease and personal safety in retirement. In the 
Virginia legislature it was said he opposed the general ticket system, 
which was adopted with the view of casting the whole vote of the 
State in favor of Mr. Jefferson, at the approaching election, and with- 
out which he would have been defeated. But the weightiest charge 
of all was tliat preferred by John Bandolph, on the floor of Congress. 
The reader is already familiar with that subject. Randolph declared 
that the Secretary of State, In a conversation with him, expressed his 
willingness to buy peace with Spain, by paying tribute to Trance ; 
and he averred that, on the expression of such pusillanimous senti- 
ments, his confidence, which at no time was very great, had entirely 
vanished. Mr. Madison, it was also said, was a mere closet philoso- 
pher — an able logician, but a weak and timid statesman, TJie times 
required ft man of nerve and energy. James Monroe was held up by 
his friends, as combining, more than any other man, all the qualities 
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most be a republican. They contended, therefore, that each should 
have a fair field, and that no advantage aliould be given to either by 
a resort to party machinery. Shortly after this, Mr. Monroe was no- 
minated by a convention in Virginia, called together from the differ- 
ent counties of the State. Thus we see two candidates from the same 
state, for the highest office within the ^ft of the people ; both pro- 
fessed the same political principles, each had high claims to the cou- 
fidence and support of their country, and each was put forward and 
sustained by a fraction of the same pai'ty. We may well imagine the 
heart-burnings and the angry feelings excited by such a contest. 
The ablest men in the State employed their talents in writing for the 
newspapers. Their essays, for the most part, were elaborate, well 
written, and not unfrequently filled with wit, ridicule, irony, and the 
bitterest sarcasm, and too freijueutly did they descend to the most 
direct and pointed pei-sonalities. Mr. Madison was the candidate of 
the administration — Monroe of the Tirtium Quills^ as they were 
called. John Randolph was the master-spirit of this third party. 
He of course came in for his full share of abuse. Even ridicule and 
doggerel rhyme were resorted to as the means of bringing his name 
into disrepute. 

" Thou art a pretty little speaker, John — 
Thongli some there are who think you've spoke too long ; 
And even call, sweet air, yonr tongue a bell, 
That ding-dong, dong-dkig, toUs away I 
Tet mind not what Buch ' ragamuifins' say, 
Roar still 'gainst ' back-stairs influence,' I pray, 
And lash ' the pages of the water-closet' well ; 
To ' dust and aahes' pray thee grind 'em. 
Though I'm told 'twould puzzle you to find 'em. 
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" But John, like water, thou must find thy ' level,' 
Those horn-book politicians are the devil, 
Some how or other they've so pleased the nation ; 
Foi' spile of ' cobweb theories' and ' sharks,' 
Bnssels, Gametts, Clays and Clorks, 
' StTMl-jackels,' ' water gruel,' and ' depletion,' 
Yes, yes, in spite of all those carieiis things. 
The name of each with glory around ns rings, 
Whilst /hail of even palriotiam doubted, 
Art on all hands detested— laughed at — ' scottted,' 
Nay, many think (though this perhaps is scandal,) 
That soon you'll nothing be but plain Jack S. dal." 

Many a .volley was aimed at his head, and many a valiant pen 
was wielded in his defence. He sometimes descended into the lista 
himself, and under a horrowed name hurled his polished and effective 
shafts against the esposed and vulnerable points of his adversaries. 
Many of tKe moat distinguahed men of tlie State were on his side of 
the question ; indeed, it may he said that most of the yonng men of 
talents and independence of character were his admirers and follow- 
ers. But it soon became manifest that Mr, Monroe would get no 
support out of tiie State of Virginia, and that the contest would be 
between Mr. Madison and DeWitt OIinfon,of New- York, Many of 
the best friends of Mr. Monroe were unwilling to contribute to the 
election of Clinton, by a loss of the State of Virginia to Ha opponent ; 
they therefore determined, however reluctantly, to cast their votes for 
Mr. Madison ; so that when the election eaine on, the vote for Mon- 
roe was very thin. It would seem that the Tirtium Quids, with all 
their genius, eloq^uence, and fine writing, had made no impression on 
the people. We can well conceive how this exposure of their weak- 
ness operated on the nerves of those politicians who love always to 
be found on the side of the majority,_ One by one they began to re- 
cant their hisresies, and to fall into the ranks of the administration. 
Mr. Monroe became a candidate for the legislature in the county of 
Albemarle : be was interrogated on the sabjeot, and professed him- 
self friendly to the new dynasty ; was elected ; appointed G-overnor 
of the State ; and ia due time was placed by Mr. Madison in his 
Cabinet. 

Very soon Randolph was left with only a few personal and devo- 
ted friends to stand by him. Those who valued consistency more 
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than office; and who regarded it as an act of diahonor to abandon a 
friend in his iiour of need, still adhered to him ; but tke majority of 
politiciana, who look only to the loaves and fishes, had no hesitation in 
making their escape from what they conceived to be a falling house. 
This " ratting," as lie called it, Mv, Baudolpli never forgot nor for- 
gave. His pride was cut to the quick ; his disgust was unbounded ; 
and to the events of this period may be traced much of that bitter- 
ness of feeling which he manifested towards certain individuals in 
afterlife. Never did he Buffer an occasion to pass that he did not 
make them feel, by some cutting allusion, his deep indignation. This 
seemed to the world a wanton indulgence of a vile, cmel, and sarcas- 
tic temper: but the parties themselves understood and keenly felt 
the meoning of his allusions ; and well did they repay his disgust and 
contempt, by a most cordial hatred. 

"Why have you not gone to Philadelphia?" saya me of his flat- 
terers, writing to him about this time — " every one there whose atten- 
tion could confer either pleasure or honor was prepared for your 
reception The learning the geniu' nnd the eloquence of the city, 
witli all its trim of social minner'. wit, beiutj, gayety and mno 
eenps, weie prepaiedto speid tor you a iich and varied feast of 
enjoyment You have cejsed to be the head of a gieat tiiumphant 
party, but, loly upon it, jou are at the head rf the taste, feeling and 
honoi of the nation 

Yet this man in a few yeais glided into the lank'i of thb idmin 
istration — became the 3ei.iet revilei of one on whom he hjd bc-tow 
ed the grossest adulation and finally suppuitel all the Federal 
measures of Monroe and John Quinty Adams bank, tariff intei 
nal impiovements and whato\ei else that tended to pioduce a 
strong magnificent, coirupt and con&olidated government It is 
not surprising that a man of Mr. Baiidoiph's temper, exasperated as 
it had been by so many instances of the same kind, could not look 
with complacency on such characters ; but he visited as a crime on 
the head of the offender that which he should have forgiven as a 
weakness of our common nature. He understood mankind too well 
not to have known the certain consequences of defeat ; the abdica- 
ting Emperor at Eontainebleau, when abandoned by all those whom 
he had made marshals and princes, might have told him that mis- 
fortune is lite a nipping frost, that scatters the leaves and the 
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blossoms, and leaves bare the naked limbs to battle alone with the 
rude blasts of winter. 

The following extract taken fi im an unpublished ea^i} dated 
August 31, 1808, will throw much light on the excited ^n^l angry 
nature of the controversy carried on at fh\t time between the foi 
lowers of John Itandolph and the adheii-nts of Hi filadison 

'■ I addressed joii formerly with a view to the appir puhmg presi 
dential eleeti b t b f I Id f tl j 1 wl h 

I met in my fittt pttopp hthpfl tw 1 dto 
late. Every mhdldyh hpt tbtl — y 
were already m agt trkd t tb b f£& 
which they wtastttb tallt fMMd 1 

BO far as it c Id 1 p d p th te f Virg th t 1 t 
was already dddThpt fg mth asd 

to bestow the tt t p tl bj t d h 1 dy t d 
it to anothe I tl 1 t f p t t ii th 

counties of C ml 1 1 i, Tl to my g f th p d t 1 
contest has 1 1 h 1 tl both tb A g 1 th 

Enquirer ha t t 1th b tte t th ^ tl m 

who at present represents that distnet Writers, soaioely worthy to he 
t d dwhmtwaldb d gn t w h haste d 

t ^ag tb m t f m g th ly y th t 

wth tbd tt Lkgfwdtotblt 

fM Md thy dbt tptmhfrmth t 

tempt g t d t y tl b t wl p t f 11 th p mp 

f a h w Id b J U d t f 1 th t bttl f h 

b t U w thy th h Id I ^ t 1 g dl 

t fthp ptfft Itdt 

tlytlt md fthp bittbthttwbw 
th f th w d d f I im t k th m t t t tl 

ly wh h th y h d jl y d th p p t f th 

w tl k Th h th g t p th g th tti pt 

t mtp mhTbyhwtl Iff fME 

thyhwt! lus fthlmwll d th 

It tl I f te f f I Ik th t th w [ wl h th y 

p t d f w Id 1 p tb h 1 Tl 1 

d It dt tfmth tfM Rbtthyl 

p 1 tJ w w k tl y h d th t bl 
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malignity of themselves and their party towards him, at the same 
time that they have stated ohjeotions, which, if true and well found- 
ed, as they are false and groundless, would be utterly inadeq^uate to 
the production of such an effect , and they compel us to believe 
that there is some other secret cause or motive for their antipathy 
to that gentleman, which is not revealed, only because it will not 
hear the light. Mr R's constituents have been much at a lo&s to 
know wherefore the whole force of the govermnent has been exerted 
to provide them a representative, souie worthy associate of John 
Love and John Dawson They feel indeed the importance of his 
past services, and they see in them some evidence of abilities not to 
be despised. They perceive also that he differs from the adminis- 
tration on some points. They are even told hj the newspapers that 
he is opposed to them on all, but at the same time they are asBnr- 
ed, that he stands alone in this opposition, without a party, even 
without personal friends, and that there is more to pity in his infat- 
uation than to dread from this hostility. Why then all this strug- 
gle, this ceaseless anxiety 1 and {to use a quotation of your own Mr. 
Ritchie,) this 'ocean into tempest wrought to drown a fly?' Is 
the spirit of federalism then extinct ; is that monster no more, 
that nothing renmns but to tturn the whole force of the administrar 
tion to the destruction of such an insect, as they would represent 
Mr. Randolph ? This surely is not the case. The federal represen- 
tation of Connecticut yet remains entire. Its banners are yet dis- 
played, and those pho yesterday deserted, are, to-day, retui'ning to 
them. The mighty State of Massachusetts, which of late the admin- 
istration so proudly numbered among their supporters, has already 
repented of her conversion ; while the Vermontese are newly bap- 
tized to the federal faith in the blood of their countrymen. Perhaps 
indeed they balance all this with the conversion of Mr. J. Q. Adams, 
and by the same political arithmetic, which teaches them that the 
downfall of Mr. Kandolph is of' more importance than the defeat of 
the federalists, they think the acquisition of this gentleman an 
ample compensation for the loss of two entire States. No doubt 
indeed they augur well from it, no doubt they regard it as an all- 
sufficient evidence of Mr. Adams's conviction of the stability of 
their power. Ten years ago they would have told you that this 
gentleman knew, as well as any one, who kept the key of the ex- 
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1 e jue a d t would be Bt ge ndeed f yhen hi fathe 1 eld 

t o blip he h d not found out the value of the co n Tl ey pe 

1 1 e e ahe too tb t bout that t me 1 e ■was talke 1 ot a the 

ontenjlat d s oeaao to the e own of t! e e real and they pos 

bly regi dh^ace&o to the r pa ty as a npl e 1 rel |u ah neat 

ot b s t tie n ft of tht! hopetul j. o^eny ot our n lorn L a 

I TO Id wa n them, howev not to I Id too n ucl upo tl at 

Thyalould atbe fe f om the esan [.le ot Spa n that t! e ii no 

y of the mpe 1 nephew of h s uaj ty tl e e j e or an 1 k ng 

ay be f r uate 1 by an nv tat on to Bayonne 

B t t nnot be tl t the adu n st at on and t[ e f ends o! the 
j,dm n f,t It on t!i nk that the e a le s to be f el f on tl e tele al 
[ -I ty tl an the e waa tl ee yea s go How the loe it happen that 
the neoessitj ot putting down thia gieat and growing evil is foigotten 
in the struggle to remoye that gentleman from the confidence of his 
constituents? They tell as indeed, themselyes, that the republican 
cause has nothing to fear from Mr E , and they say true, sir. They 
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m t 1 g to 1 f mth ks th m t 

dtghddf Ibid yttht N thy 

I t tl I 1 1 I us tb d d 1 A 1 1 tb wh 

g this i t M F p[ th t th f 1 1 bl d 

t th I f t th t th y t J dg t f th t 

d h t f tb m wh k h -u by th m th y 
for that purpose 1 No j they know that dirty tools are used for dirty 
wort, and that he who employs them in that way cannot baye clean 
hands. What can they think when they see his pi-iyate letters be- 
trayed, and his unguarded moments of gayety and eonyiyiality watched 
and exposed ? Shall they be told that these are private occurrences ? 
No, sir. Mr. G. will not dp even an act of treachery for nothing. 
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Indeed, some of tho partisans of Mr, Madison have not seiupled to 
declare, that they consider his election aa of little more import inco 
than the defeat of Mr. K. Can the people be at a loss to under^tind 
wherefore? As long as the views of Mr. Madison ai'e constitutmnal, 
and hia conduct honorable, he can have nothing to fear from Mi R 
In questions of mere policy, the weight of Esecutive patronage will 
always preponderate, and, in questions of riglit, always powerful, 
becomes invincible when supported by the name and authority of a 
President It is not until he transcends the limits of the Constitu- 
tion that any opposition can be formidable. If such be their projected 
course — if the system of standing armies and navies, of treason bills 
and habeas corpus acts, of unauthorized expenditures, and splendid 
impunity to favored traitors and felons, with the practice of buying 
peace, and giving to the President the powers of Congress — are still 
to be persisted in, let them beware of Mr. R. Already has he de- 
olaimed aginnst these practices, and he has not been heard ; but they 
know that the slumbers of the people are not to last for ever, and 
they look forward with the apprehensions of a sinner, trembling in the 
midst of his guilt, to the day when the vengeance of a deluded nation 
shall be roused ; and at the sound of his voice, as at that of the last 
trump, they shall call upon the mountains to cover them. I have no 
doubt that those who made, this avowal have somewhat transcended their 
orders. Their instinctive sagacity leads them to the game which 
their master is in pursuit of; but in the eagerness of their zeal, they 
have flushed it too soon. They are at this moment trembling in the 
expectation of being corrected for the blunder ; but they are not so 
true spaniels aa I taie them to bo, if they will not consent to have 
their ears pulled for the mistake, provided they be fed for their 
activity." 



CnAPTEB XXXVI. 

WAR WITH EKG-LAND. 

The great event of Mr. Madison's administration was the war with 
England. For a long time, the grounds of complaint against that 
Government were, the carrying trade and the impressment of sea- 
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men. Since 1806, another aud more serioua difficulty, if possible, had 
been thrown in the way of an amicable arrangement between the two 
countries. By the Berlin decree and its supplements, France inter- 
dicted all trade between the United States and Great Britain and her 
dependencies. By her order** in council professing to be in retalia- 
tion of tie Berlin dec e G- at B ta n nte d cted all trade between 
the United States and T and I er all s and tl e lependeneies, 

which embraced nearly dll Europe aui the v 1 zel world. These 
edicts did not affect tl e ca y n^, t ale n ly wh h was of very 
doubtful justice, but tl ey le t yed all co n ne ce whatever. 

By the British ord s n eounc 1 A n r an o t aens were not al- 
lowed to carry the produ ts ot tl e r wn on t y n their own ships, 
to a country hostile to Bnglan \ ind to b mg t k n esehange, the 
commodities of that count y w th t fliat j aj ng t bute in a British 
port, and obtaining 1 cease for th t ju pose Tl s extraorfiinary 
assumption of power w acLnowle Tged to 1 b c ntra y to the law of 
nations and the right f eut a! ty but t wa ) tified on the 
ground of necessity, l^et t lim t was the only 1 1 a. To bring 
about a sense of justi e n tl e ^ eat bell g ents and a epeal of their 
unwarrantable edicts the emb go law w a eni fel but that proved 
to be a two-edged sword, more deeply wounding our own aides than 
those of the parties it was designed to effect. It was repealed, and a 
non-importation act, as to England and France, substituted in its 
place. This proving ineffeotiial, also, the olive branch was at length 
held out, with these words : " That if Great Britain or France {Act of 
May 1, 1810,) should cease to violate the neutral commerce of the 
United States, which fact the President should declare by proclama- 
d he other should not, within three months thereafter, revoke 

m d ts edicts in like manner, that then certain sections in a 

m interdicting the commercial intercourse between the 

ted S tes and Great Britain and France, and their depend- 

h uld, from and after the expiration of three months 

m h date of the proclamation, be revived, and have full force 

former, its colonies, and dependencies, and against all arti- 

b growth, produce, or manufactiire of the same," France ac- 

oed d h s proposition. On the 5th of August, 1810, the minister 

of foreign affairs addressed a note to the minister plenipotentiary of 

the United States at Paris, informing him that the decrees of Berlin 



b/ Google 



28g LIFE OF JOHN RANDOLPH. 

and Milan were revoked— the revocation to take effect on the first of 
November following ; that the measure had been taken by his trov- 
emment, in confidence that the British Government would revoke 
its orders, and renounce its new principles of blockade, or that the 
United States would canse their rights to be respected. The means 
by which the United States should cause their right to be respected, 
in case Great Britain should not revoke her edicts, it was understood, 
consisted merely in the enforcement of the non-importation act against 
that nat n 

Great Btndlnlto th It ni^isted that those 
of Fi-an hdntben kd and mj.! lu d .hat the United 

States h d d nj t by ea ng nt eff t the non-importation 
a«t agam t h 

jddtht nth F nh decrees, it was es- 
n jl a wh h th y were founded, and 
I th n w wh lly n w, unprecedented, 
t II 1 f J t and the principles 
t Th F h G vernment did not 

f th ^1 ntained in those de- 

1 F had be n in the previous 

Q n ntly to b oon dered, and were in- 
It t be all f th m, parts of a new 
system fw f n uth z dbyth t bl h d law of nations. It 

was in this light in which France herself had placed her decrees, that 
Great Britain was obliged to consider them. 

The submission of neutrals to any regulation made by France, au- 
thorized by the law of nations, and practise!^ in former wars, would 
never be complained of by Great Britain ; but the regulations of the 
Berlin and Milan decrees did, and were declared to violate the laws 
of nations and the rights of neiitrals, for the purpose of attacking, 
through them, the resources of Great Britain. The ruler of France 
had drawn no distinction between any of them, nor had he declared 
the cessation of any one of them. 

Not until the French decrees, therefore, it was contended by the 
British minister, shall be effectually repealed, and thereby neutral 
commerce be restored to the situation in which it stood previously to 
their promulgation, can his royal highness conceive himself justified, 
consistently with what he owes to the safety and honor of Great 
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Britain, in foregoing tlie just meaBures of retaliation which his majesty, 
in his defence, vmt necessitated to adopt against them. 

The Berlin and Milan decrees prohibited eTery thing that was 
the manufacture or product of Great Britaia from being imported to 
the Coatinent, under any pretence whatever, whether owned by 
British subjects, or owned and transported by neutrals. This latter 
part of the decrees waa in violation of the rights of neutrality. They 
also, at the same time, prohibited all trade, on the part of neutrals, 
with the British dominions. This portion was now repealed, so far 
as it affected the United States. They were allowed to trade with 
Great Britain and her dependencies hut were not permitted to carry 
to the Conti ty dthtw th tt pdeof 

Great Brita th gh th y m gl t 1 b p h'w d d were 
actually own d i 7 Am t C t B t ted that 

she could n t j 1 1 d 1 1 g is th U ited 

States suffer d th ft f th g! t f t 1 (y O the 
other hand, t w t 1 d th t G t B t h d ^1 Ig d h self 

to repeal the d I h th d w ked. 

The decrees tw Iw w kdastgaddthU ited 

States ; but B t. , It f h pl dg , p t d f sing 

to repeal her orders. The whole question, then, was narrowed down 
to this : Had tlie Berlin and Milan decrees been revoked, in the 
sense it was understood by the parties, at the time of the pledge? 
Great Britain said they had not. The United States said they had 
been revoked, according to the understand iag. 

In this attitude matters stood, when Congress, on the 4th of No- 
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expected, put mto more rigorous execution , and it was eommuni 
oated, through the British envoy just arrived, that whilst the revocation 
of the edicts of France, as of&oially made known to the British Gov- 
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ernment, w^ denied to haye tiLen place it was an indispensable con- 
dition of the lepeal of the British orders that commerce should be 
restoied to a footing that would admit the manufactures and pro- 
ductions of dieat BiitaiD when ownel by neutrals, into markets 
shut against them by hei tncray — the United States being giyeu to 
undetstaod that, in the mein time a continuation of the non-importa- 
tion ict would lead to meisuies of letaliatioii, •***«» 

'' With the evidence of hostile inflexibility, in trampling oa our 
rights, which no independent nation can relic[uish. Congress will 
feel the duty of putting the United States iuto an armor and an 
attitude demanded by the crisis, and corresponding with the national 
spirit aad espeetations." 

The subject was referred to a committee, who, in a report, reviewed 
the grouads of complaint, and concluded with offering a series of reso- 
lutions, the object of which was, to put the United States imme- 
diately " into an armor and attitude demanded by the crisis." The 
friends of the administratioa admitted tliat they urged the resolu- 
tions as an immediate preparation for war. That war was inevitable, 
and would be declared so soon as the nation was put into a posture 
of defence. It was also said in debate that one of the objects, and 
a necessary result of the war, would be the conijuest of Canada 

On the 10th day of December, Mr. Randolph made one of his 
most powerful and eloc[uent speeches in opposition to these war mea- 
sures. As the speech is to be found in most of the collections of 
American eloquence that have been published from time to time, we 
must content ourselves with an extract here and there, barely suffi- 
cient to espiain in his own words the grounds of opposition. 

" It is a question," said Mr. Kaadolph, " as it has been presented 
to the House, of peace or ivar. In that light it has been regarded ; 
in no other light can I consider it, after declarations made by mem- 
bers of the Committee of Foreign Relations. Without intending any 
disrespect to the chair, I must be permitted to say, that if the deci- 
sion yesterday was correct, ' that it was not in order to advance any 
arguments against the resolution, di'awa from topics before other 
committees of the House,' the whole debate — ^nay, the report itself 
on which we are acting — is disorderly, since the increase of the mili- 
tary force is a subject at this time in agitation by the select com- 
mittee raised on that branch of the President's message. But it is 
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impossible that the dJBoussion of a question, hi'oad as tlie wide ocean, 
of our foKign concerna, invoiTing every consideration of interest, of 
right, of happiness, and of safety at home ; touching iu every point 
all that is dear to freemen — ' tieir lives, their fortunes, and their 
sacred honor;' caa he tied down by tlie narrow rules of technical 
routine. The Committee of Foreign Eelations has indeed decided 
that the subject of arming the militia (which I pressed upon them a^ 
indispensable to the public safety) does not come within the scope of 
their authority. On what grouu 5 I have 1 ee and st 11 am, unahlo 
to see. They have felt themselves autho laed (when the subject was 
before aaoiher committee) to jccommend the a a ag of standing 
armies, with ft view (as has been declared) of immel ate war — a war 
not of defence, but of concLuest of aggrand zemeit of ambition — a. 
war foreign to the interests of th a co ntry t the ntereata of huma- 
nity itself. 

"I know not how gentlen en cill n then Ives epublicans can 
advoGate such a war. What wts the do tr ne n 1 a-9, when the 
command of the army, that h nhest ot all fo hie trusts in any 
government, be the form what t b ay waa rep se I n the boaom 
of the Father of his country the sanctuary of % nation's love ! — 
the only hope that never came in vain? When other worthies 
of the revolution, Hamilton, Pinekney, and the younger W^h- 
ington, men of tried patriotism, of approved conduct and valor, 
of untarnished honor, held subordinate command under him t 
Republicans were then unwilling to trust a standing army even 
to his hands, who had given proof that he was above all tmnan 
temptation. Where now is the revolutionary hero to whom you are 
about to confide this saered trust ? To whom will you confide the 
charge of leading the flower of your youth to the heights of Abra- 
ham! Will you find him in the person of an acquitted felon? 
What t Then you were unwilling to vote an army, when auoh men as 
have been named held high command 1 When Washington himself 
was at the head, did you then show such reluctance, feel such som- 
ple 1 And are you now nothing Itlflsst y q 

Will you say that your provo t w 1 th th w wh n 

your direct commerce was inte dtdyui ! d htdwth 
derision from the French court tbtdm dd tulw w d 
upon you? Thosewho oppose! t! nyth w I dd d 
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as the partisans of Eraaoe, as tho same raon— sonio of them at least — 
are now held up as the advocates of England ; those firm and nnde- 
Tiating republioans, who then dared, and now dare, to cling to the 
ark of the Constitution, to defend it even at the expense of their fame, 
rather than surrender themselves to the wild projects of mad ambi- 
tion. There is a fatality, aiv, attending plenitude of power. Soon or 
late some mania seizes upon its possessors ; they fall from the dizzy 
height, through the giddiness of their own beads. Like a vast estate, 
heaped up by the labor and industry of one man, wh.oh seldom sur- 
vives the third generation. Power gained by patient assiduity, by a 
feithful and regular discharge of its attendant duties, soon gets above 
its own origin. Intoxicated with their own greatness, the federal 
party fell WiU not the same causes produce the same effects now 
as then? Sir, you may raise this army, you may build up this vast 
structure of patronage, this mighty apparatus of favoritism ; but 
' lay not the flattering unction to your souls,' you will never live t-o 
enjoy the succession : you sign your political death warrant, • * • * 
" This war of conquest, a war for the acquisition of territory and 
subjects, is to be a new commentary on the doctrine that republics 
are destitute of ambition ; they are addicted to peace, wedded to the 
happiness and safety of tho great body of their people. But it seems 
this is to be a holiday campaign ; there is to be no espense of blood 
or treasure on our part ; Canada is to conquer herself ; she is to be 
subdued hy the principles of frateiTiity. The people of that country 
are first to be seduced from their allegiance, and converted into trai- 
tors, as preparatory to the making them good citiaena. Although I 
must acknowledge that some of our flaming patriots were thus man- 
ufactured, I do not think the process would hold good with a whole 
community. It is a dangerous experiment. We are to sneeeed in 
the French mode — by the system of fraternization. All is French ! 
But how dreadfully it might be retorted on the sonthern and western 
slaveholding States. I detest this subornation of treason. No ; if 
we must have them, let them fall by the valor of our arms ; by fair, 
legitimate conquest ; not become the victims of treacherous seduction. 
"I am not surprised at the war-spirit which is manifesting itself 
in gentlemen from the South, In the year 1S05-6, in a struggle for 
the carrying trade of beUtgerent colonial produce, this country was 
most unwisely brought into collision with the great powers of Europe. 
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By & series of most impoUtio and ruinoas measures, utterly ineom- 
preheasible to every rational, sober-minded man, the Southern plant- 
ers, by their own votes, suGceeded in knocking dowu the price of cot- 
ton to seven ceats, and of tobacco (a few choice crops excepted) to 
nothicg and in raising the piice of blaiikets (of which a few would 
not be amifcS in a Canadian campaign) uo *rt,e wooUena, and every ar- 
ticle of first necessity thiee or fuur hundred per cent. And now 
tliat by our own acts we lia^e brought ourselves into this unprece- 
dented condition, we must get out of it m any way but by an ac- 
knowledgment ot oui own w mt it wisd m and forecast. But is war 
the tiue remedy' Who will prrfit by it' Specuiatora ; a few lueky 
merchants who diaw piizes in tho lotteiy commissaries and con- 
tractois Who must sufier by it I The people It is their blood, 
their taxes, that must flow to support it. 

" But gentlemen avowed that they would not go to war for the 
carrying trade ; that is, for any other but the direct export and im- 
port trade — that which carries our native products abroad, and brings 
back the return cargo ; and yet they stickle for our commercial 
rights, and will go to war for them ! I wish to know, in point of 
principle, what difference gentlemen can point out between the aban- 
donment of this or of that maritime right ? Do gentlemen assume 
the lofty port and tone of chivalrous redressers of maritime wrongs, 
and declare their readiness to surrender every other maritime right, 
provided they may remain unmolested in the exorcise of the humble 
privilege of carrying their own produce abroad, aad bringing back a 
return cargo ? Do you make this declaration to the enemy at the 
outset ? Do you state the minimum with which you will be contented, 
and pnt it in her power to close with yow proposals at her option 1 
give her the basis of a treaty ruinous and disgraceful beyond exam- 
ple and expression? and this too after having turned np yout noses 
in disdain at the treaties of Mr. Jay and Mr. Monroe 1 Will you 
say to England, ' End the tear when you please ; give ua the direct 
trade in trwr own p^oduce^ we are content V Bnt what will the mer- 
chants of Salem, and Boston, and New York, and Philadelphia, and 
Baltimore — the men of Marblehead and Cape Cod, say to this 1 
Will they join in a war professing to have for its object what they 
would consider, and justly too, as the sacrifice of their maritime 
rights, yet affecting to be a war for the protection of a 
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" I am gratified to find gentlemen acknowledging the demoral- 
izing and destructive consequences of the non-importation law ; cou- 
fesaing tlie truth of all that its opponents foretold when enacted ; and 
will you plunge yoniselves in war, because jou have passed a foolish 
and ruinous law, and are ashamed to repeal iti 'But our good 
friend, the French Emperor, stands in the way of its repeal,' and, as 
we cannot go too far in making sacrifices to him, who has given such 
demonstration of his love for the Americans, we must, in point of fact, 
become parties to this war. ' Who can be so cruel as to refuse him 
this favor?' My imagination shrinks from the miseries of such con- 
nection, I call upon the House to reflect whether they are not about 
to abandon all reclamation for the unparalleled outrages, ' insults and 
injuries' of the French Grovemment; to give up our claim for plun- 
dered millions, and ask what reparation or atonement we can expect 
to obtain in hours of future dalliance, after we shall have made a ten- 
der of our persons to this great defiowerer of the virginity of repub- 
lics. We have, by our own wise (I wiU not say wise-acre) measures, 
so increased the trade of Montreal and Quebec, that at last we be- 
gin to c^t a wistful eye at Canada. Having done so much towards 
its improvement, by the exercise of our ' restrictive energies,' we be- 
gin to think the laborer is worthy of his hire, and to put in claim for 
our portion. Suppose it ours, are we any nearer our point? As his 
minister said to the King of Epirus, ' May we not as well take our 
bottle of wine before as after this exploit?' Go ! march to Canada I 
Leave the broad bosom of the Chesapeake, and her hundred tributary 
livers, the whole line of sea-coast, from Machias to St. Mary's, unpro- 
tected: you have taken Quebec — have yon conquered England? 
Will you seek for the deep foundations of her power in the frozen 
deserts of Labrador? 



Will you call upon her to leave your ports and harbors imtonohed, 
only just till you can return from Canada to defend them ? The coast 
is to be left defenceless, whilst men of the interior are revelling in 
conquest and spoit But grant for a moment, for mere argument's 
sake, that in Canada you touched the sinews of her strength, instead 
of removing a clog upon her resources — an incumbrance, but one, 
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which, from a spirit of honor, she will vigorously defend. In what 
situation would jou then place some of the best men of the nation ? 
As Chatham and Burke, and the whole band of her patriots prayed 
for her defeat in 1776, so must some of the truest friends of the 
country deprecate the success of our arms against the only power that 
holds in cheek the arch enemy of mankind 

" Oar people will not submit to be tised for this war ot eonquest 
and dominion. The government of the United States wa? not calcu 
1 ted t ag f itstvefor g a t was instituted for the common 
dfn nign alw Iftr d wh soevei will cmbnik it m a wai 

f ff n w 11 put 1 1 at t wl h t IS by no means ciloulated to 
du e M k t ut th t ( t B tatn did ms-tigite the Indians 

nalat a nadlm djft bittle, but art foi dominion 
I an nw 11 g h w nd p nt tiruumit antes to take Can 

aia t th k f th C u t tut n to embaik in a common cause 
w th r ance an 1 be 1 ^gg d t th wheels ot the car of some Burr 
B nap t F tl n n f m Tennessee or Genesee or lake 

Champlain, there may be some prospect of advantage. Their bemp 
would bear a great price by the exclusion of foreign supply. Id thal^ 
too, the great importers were deeply interested. The upper country 
on the Hudson and the lakes, would be enriched by the supplies for 
the troops, which they alone could furnish. Tbey would have the 
exclusive market; to say nothing of the increased preponderance 
from the acc[uiaition of Canada, and that section of the Union, which 
the southern and western States had already felt so severely in the 
apportionment bill." 

Mr, Randolph dwelt on the danger arising from the black popula- 
tion. He said be would touch this subject as tenderly as possible ; 
it was with reluctance that he touched it at all ; but in cases of great 
emergency the state physician must not be deterred by a siekly, hys- 
terical humanity, from probing the wonnd of his patient ; he must not 
he withheld by a fastidious and mistaken humanity from representing 
hifi true situation to bis friends, or even to the sick man himself, where 
the occasion called for it. " What, sir, is the situation of the slavehold- 
ing States? During the war of the Revolution, so fixed were their 
habits of subordination, that while the whole country was overrun by 
the enemy, who invited them to desert, no fear was over entertained 
of an insurrection of the slaves. Daring a war of seven years, with 
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imtyi ftli y hlgw p 

ihddBthldwthf I b tjtto f 

th p g f t w th th 1 t tw ty y f tt It 

btp till wgltbtm lb p t mi 

t ]tnip?"Rb tbf t ftbg tdpfbm 

wbkp tbi 1 pdthg 1 

dig ThF 1 It pUtd tlmNytl 

w t t g m tl t H — w t tb 1 g 1 Le 

^ i tJi b t b wb 1 Id t th — t p b f tl t 

fl th mp pt hi ght t wl d 1 f 11 k 

th g U t h g th m th t tb y j 1 to th rotste 

thwdJ gthmtottb tbt Smidt 
d tlbypdla fraNwEgld dl b 

th gh t tb h th nut y 1 m te h b f d 

f tuatcd by fh 1 d t by g 1 tempt 

f d m 1 ty d 1 g th rd-mgly t h h th d 

f Ifd t t t th dth frnilj Wb t tb 

q ?WthtbIstty ptdlmf t 

mgthl ftbm fl llFmtbpd 

g f tb t 1 d t tb wb 1 b th f y h b 

th w to t t f ty M 1 d to th p t f 

mral h tab wyf thp 1 bbbtafly 

Itf d 1 d t b t wl li 1 bte 1 h t d bj 

double operation — beguiling his own cares and disarming bia mas- 
ter's suspicions and severity and now liko true empii'iea in politics, 
ycu are called upon to trast to the m re physical strength of the fet- 
ter which holds bim in bondage. You have deprived him of all 
moral restraint ; yon have tempted bim to eat of the tree of knowl- 
edge, jnat enough to perfect him in wickedness ; jou have opened bis 
eyes to bis nakedness ; yon have armed his nature against the hand 
that has fed, that has clothed him, that has eberiahed bim in sick- 
ness ; that hand which, before he became a pupil of your school, he 
bad been accustomed to press with respectful affection. You have 
done aU this, and then, show bim the gibbet and the wheel, as inceu- 
Itives to a sullen, repugnant obedience. G-od forbid, sir, that the 
southern States should ever see an enemy on their shores, with these 
infernal principles of French fraternity in the vaU. While talking 
of taking Canada, some of us are sbuddering for Our own safety at 
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home. I speak from facta when 1 say, that the uighthell never tolls 
for fire in Richmond, that the mother does not hug the infant more 
closely to her bosom, I have been a, witness of some of the alarms 
in the capital of Virginia." 

Mr. Kandolph then proceeded to notice the iinjust and illiberal 
imputation of British attachments, against certiu.ii characters in this 
country ; sometimes insinuated in the House, but openly avowed 
out of it. " Against whom are these charges brought 1 Against men 
who in the war of the Hevolution were in the councUs of the nation, or 
fighting the battles of yoiir country. And bt/ lehoni are they made ? 
By ru/tawa^s, chiefly /?'om the British dominions, since the breaking 
out of the French troubles. It is insufferable ! It cannot be borne ! 
It must, and ought, with seiferity, to be put down in this House, and 
oiit of it, to meet the lie direct. We have no fellow-feeling for the 
suffering and oppressed Spaniards ! Yet even t/iem we do not rep- 
robate. Strange t that we should have no objection to any other 
people or government, civilized or savage, in the whole world. The 
great autocrat of all the Russias receives the homage of our high 
consideration j the Dey of Algiers, and his divan of pirates, are very 
civil, good sort of people, with whom we find no difficulty in main- 
taining the relations of peace and amity ; ' Turks, Jews, and Infi- 
dels;' Melimdli, or the lAttle Turtle; barbarians and savages, of 
every clime and color, are welcome to our arms ; with chiefs of ban- 
ditti, negro or mulatto, we can treat and can trade — name, however, 
but England, and all our antipathies are up in arms against her. 
Against whom? Against those whose blood runs in our own veins; 
in common with whom we can claim Shakspeare, and Newton, and 
Chatham for our countrymen ; whose form of government is the freest 
on earth, our own only excepted ; from whom every valuable princi- 
ple of our own institutions has been borrowed — representation, jury 
trial, voting the sapplies, writs of habeas corpus — our whole civil and 
criminal jurisprudence ; against our feUoio-protestants, identified in 
biood, in, language, in religion with ourselves. In what school did 
the worthies of our land, the Waahingtons, Henrys, Hancocks, Frank- 
lins, Rutleges, of America, learn those principles of civil liberty which 
were so nobly asserted by their wisdom and valor 1 And American 
resistance to British usurpation had not been more warmly cherished 
by these great men and their compatriots ; not more by Washington, 
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Eanoook, aud Henrj, than by Chatham, and his illuatrions associates 
in the British Parliament. It ought to be remembered, too, that the 
heart of the English ^people was with ns. It was a selfish aad cor- 
rupt ministry, and thoir servile tools, to whom im were not more op- 
posed than they were, I trust that none such may ever esist among 
us ; for tools will never be wanted to subserve the purposeSj however 
ruinous or wicked, of liinga and ministers of state. 

" But the outrages and injuries of England. Bred up In the 
prinoipies of the Revolution, I can never palliate, mneji less defend 
them, I well remember flying with my mother, i\A her new-born 
child, from Arnold and Philips ; and they had been driven by Tarle- 
ton, and other British pandonrs, from pillar to post, while her bus- 
band was fighting the battles of his country. The impression is in- 
delible on my memory ; and yet (like my worthy old neighbor, who 
added seven buckshot to every cartridge at the battle of Guilford, 
and drew a fine sight at his man) I must be content to be called a 
tory by a patriot of the last importation. Let ns not get rid of one 
evil, supposing it possible, at the expense of a greater. Suppose 
France in possession of the British naval power — and to her the tri- 
dent must p£^s should England be unable to wield it — what would 
be your condition 3 What would be the situation of your seaports 
and their seafaring inhabitants? Ask Hamburg, Luboo — ask Savan- 
nah? What ! sir, when their privateers are pent up in our harbors 
by the British bull-dogs ; when they receive at our hands eveij rite 
of hospitality, from which their enemy is excluded ; when they cap- 
ture within our waters, interdicted to British armed ships, American 
vessels; when such is their deportment toward you, under snob cir- 
cumstances, what could you expect if they were the uncontrolled lords 
of the ocean? Had tbc^e privateers at Savannah borne British com- 
missions, or bad your shipments of cotton, tobacco, ashes, and what 
not, to London and Liverpool been confiscated, and the proceeds 
poured into the English escheciuer, my life upon it ! you would 
never have listened to any miserable wire-drawn distinctions between 
' orders and decrees affecting our neutral rights,' and ' municipal de- 
crees,' confiscating in mass your whole property. You would have 
had instant war I The whole land would have blazed out in war. 

" And shall republicans become the instruments of him who has 
efiaced the title of Attila to the ' scouege of G-od !' Yet, even 
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Attila, in the falling fortunes of civilization, had, no doubt, his advo- 
cates, his tools, his minions, his parasites, in the very ooimtrieB that 
he overran — sons of tliat soil whereon his horse bad trod, where grass 
could never after grow. If perfectly fresh," Mf. Randolph said, "in- 
stead of being as I am — my memory clouded, my intellect stupefied, 
my strength and apirits exhausted — I could not give utterance to that 
strong detestation whicli I feel toward (above all other works of the 
creation) such characters as Zin^a, Tamerlane, Kouli Khan, or Bo- 
naparte. My instincts involuntarily revclt at their bare idea — male- 
factors of the human race, who ground down man to a mere machine 
of their impious and bloody ambition. Yet, under all the aooumu- 
lated wrongs, and insults, aud robberies of the last of these chief- 
tains, are we not, in point of faot, about to become a party to his 

" I beseech the House, before they run their heads against this 
poaf^ Quebec, to count the cost. My word for it, Virginia planters 
will not be taxed to support such a war ; a war which must aggravate 
their present distresses ; in whicli they have not the remotest inter- 
est. Where is the Montgomery, or even the Arnold, or the Burr, 
who is to march to the Point Levi ? 

'■ I call upon those professing to be republicans, to make good the 
promises held out by their republican predecessors when they oame 
into power; promises, which for years afterwards, they honestly, 
iaithfuUy fulfilled. We vaunted of paying off the national debt, of 
retrenching useless establishments; and yet have now become as in- 
fatuated with standing armies, loans, taxes, navies and war, as ever 
were the Esses junto. What republicanism is this?" 

Mr. Randolph resolutely and earnestly combated every measure 
that had a tendency to widen the breach between the United States 
and Great Britain, and to precipitate them into a war. 

On the lat of April, 1812, the President sent in a secret message^ 
recommending an immediate embargo. The Oommittee of Foreign 
Relations, in anticipation of the message, had a bill already prepared ; 
it was read the first and second time, reported to the Committee of 
the Whole, referred back to the House, and immediately put on its 
passage. Some member wished to know whether it was to be con- 
sidered as a peace measure, or a precursor to war. 

Mr. Grrundy, a member of the committee, replied that he undcr- 

VOL. I. 13* 
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d it is meant, said he, that it shall lead 



directly to it, 

Mr. Clay (the Speaker) warmly espreased hia satisfaction and fall 
approbation of the message, and the prupoiitinn before the House. 

Mr. Eandolph then rose : " I am so impressed, said he, " with 
the importance of the subject and the solemnity of the occasion, that 
I cannot be silent. Sir, we are now m oncHre the eyes of the sur- 
rounding world are not upon ua : we aie shut up heie from the light of 
heaven, but the eyes of God a uj u H know the spirit of our 
minds. Shall we deliberat jntlssb] twh the spirit of 
sobriety and candor, or with tl at j t wh h ha too often charac- 
terized our discussions upon o a on 1 ke th p nt? We ought 
to realize that we are in the p e n e f that G- 1 who knows our 
thoughts and motives, and fo whom we nust he f r render an ac- 
count for the deeds done in the body. I hope, sir, the spirit of party, 
and every improper passion, will be exorcised, that our hearts may 
be as pure and clean as fall to the lot of human nature. 

" I am eonident in the declaration, Mr. Chairman, that this ia 
not a measure of the Executive ; but that it is engendered by an 
extensive excitement upon the Executive — *«■■»* 

" I will appeal to the sobriety and reflection of the House, and 
ask, what new oause of war for the last twelve months ? What n&w 
cause of embargo within that peiiod 1 The affair of the Chesapeake 
is settled.— No new principles of blockade interpolated into the laws 
of nations. I suppose every man of candor and sober reflection will 
ask why we did not go to war twelve months ago? Or will it be said 
we onght to make up, by our promptness now, for our slowness then 1 
Or will it be said, that if the wheat for which we have received two 
dollars a bushel had been rotting in our bams, we shonld have been 
happier and richer. What would the planter say, if you were to ask 
him which he would prefer, — -the honorable, chivalrous course advo- 
cated by the Speaker, with the conseijuenoes which must attend it, 
the sheriff at his back, and the excise collector pressing him? He 
would laugh in your face. It is not generally wise to dive into 
futurity ; but it is wise to profit by experience, although it may be 
unpleasant. I feel much concerned to have the bill on the table for 

But he was not allowed that privilege. The bill was imraediatoly 
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turried througli tie forms of legislation, and became a law in a storfc 
time after the President's message tJiat veeommended it had been 

Ott the 29th of May, 1812, haying learned that a proposition 
■would eertainly be made ia a few daya to declare war, he rose and 
stated that he had a motion to make. He then commenced a speech, 
involving generally the present state of our relations with Tranee 
and Great Britain. After he had spoken for some time, a qaestioE 
of order was raised, and it was decided by the Speaker that the gen- 
tleman ought, previous to debating so much at large, to submit his 
motion to the House. 

" After some desultory debate, and decisions on points of order, Mr. 
Raadolpli submitted the following proposition : " That under present 
ctTcumstances, ii is inexpedient to resort to a wwf with Great 
Britain." 

The question being taken, that the House do now proceed to the 
consideration of the said resolution, it was by a large majority de- 
cided in the negative. By this most unparliamentary proceeding, as 
he thought, the subject was taken from before the House, and Mr. 
Randolph was deprived of an opportunity, if not denied the right, of 
addressing them on the momentous ({uestions involved in his resolu- 
tion Next day he addressed the following letter to his constituents: 

To the FreelvMers of Charlotte, Prince Edward, Bucldngkatn, and 
Cutnherland. 
Fbllow-Ciiizens, — I dedicate to you the following fragment. 
That it appears in. its present mutilated shape, is to be ascribed to 
the suocessfiil usurpation which has reduced the freedom of speech 
in one branch of the American Congress to an empty name. It is 
now established, fo7- the first time, and in the perscm, of your rep>-c- 
sentative, that the House may and will refuse to hear a member in Ma 
place, or even to receive a motion from him, upon the most moment- 
ous subject that can be presented for legislative decision. A simi- 
lar motion was brought forward by the republican minority in the 
year 1798, before these modern inventions for stifling the freedom of 
debate were discovered. It was discussed as a matter of righ^, until 
it was abandoned by the mover, in consequence of additional infor- 
mation (the correspondence of our envoy at Paris) laid before Con- 
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gresa hy the President, In " the roign of terror," the father of the 
sedition law had not tho hardihood to proscribe liberty of speech, 
much less the right of free dehate on the floor of Congress. This 
invasion of the puhlic liberties was reserved for self-stjled republi- 
cfins, who hold your understandings in such contempt, as to flatter 
themselves that you will overlook their every outrage upon tho great 
first principles of free government, in consideration of their profes- 
sions of tender regard for the privileges of the people. It is for you 
to decide whether they have undervalued your intelligence and spirit, 
or whether they have formed a just estimate of your character. Yon 
do not rec[uiTe to be told that the violation of the rights of him whom 
yon have deputed to represent you is an invasion of the rights of 
every man of joti, of every individual in society. If this abnse be 
suffered to pass unredressed — and the people alone are competent to 
apply the remedy — ^we must bid adieu to a free form of government 
for ever. 

Having learned from varions sources that a declaration of war 
wonld be attempted on Monday nest, with closed doois, I deemed it 
my duty to endeavor, by an exercise of my constitutional functions, 
to arrest this heaviest of all calamities, and avert it from our happy 
country I accordingly made the effort of which I now give you the 
lesult, andof the success of which you will have already been informed 
befjre these pages can reach you. I pretend only to give you the 
Bubstanoe of my unfinished argument. The glowing words, the lan- 
guage of tho lieart, have passed away with tho occasion that called 
them forth. I'hey are no longer under my control. My design is 
simply tf submit to you the views which have induced me to consi- 
der a wir with England, under existing circumstances, as comporting 
neithei with the intei'est nor the honor of the American people ; but 
as an idolatrous sacrifice of both, on the altar of French rapacitif, 
fperfidy and ambition. 

France has for years past offered us terms of undefined commer- 
cial arrangement, as the price of a war with England, which hitherto 
we have not wanted firmness and virtue to reject. That price is now 
tti be paid. We are tired of holding out ; and, following the exam- 
ple of continental Europe, entangled in the artifices, or awed by the 
power of the destroyer of mankind, we are prepared to become 
instrumental to his projects of universal dominion. Befwe these 



b/ Google 



WAR WITH ENGLAND. =J01 

pages meet ymvr eye, the last republic of the earth wiU ham enlisted 
imdei- tlie banners of the tyrant and b&xime a party to his cause. 
The blood of the Amerioan freemen must flow to cement his power, to 
aid in stifling the last struggles of afflicted and persecuted man, to 
deliver up into his hands the patriots of Spain and Portugal, to estab- 
lish his empire over the ocean and over the land that gave our fathers 
birth — to forge our own chains ! And jet, mj friends, we are told, 
as we were told in the days of Mr. Adams, " the finger of heaven 
points to war." Yes, the finger of heaven does point to war ! It points 
to war, as it points to the mansions of eternal misery and tortoi'e — 
as a flaming be n w 'ng f that vertex which we may not 

approach but witl t 1 t t n It points to desolated Europe, 
and warns u fth ht mntf those nations who have offended 
against the just n 1 aim t b y nd the mercy, of heaven. It 

annouaoeB th w ath f m p n those who, ungrateful for the 
bounty of P d n n t at fi d w th the peace, liberty, security 
and plenty at home, fly, as it were, into the face of the Most High, 
and tempt his forbearance. 

To you, in this place, I can speai with freedom ; and it becomes 
me to do so ; nor shall I be deterred by the cavils and the sneers of 
those who hold as " foolishness" ali that savors not of worldly wis- 
dom, from expressing fully and freely those sentiments which it has 
pleased God, in his meroy, to engrave on my heart. 

These are no ordinary times ; the state of the world is unexam- 
pled ; the war of the present day is not like that of our revolution, 
or any which preceded it, at least in nioderu times. It is a war against 
the liberties and the happiness of mankind ; it is a war in which the 
whole human race are the victims, to. gratify the pride and lust of 
power of a single individual, I beseech you, put it to your own 
bosoms, how far it becomes you as freemen, as Christians, to give 
your aid and sanction to this impious and bloody war against your 
brethren of the human family. To such among you, if any such 
there be, who are insensible to motives not more dignified and maniy 
than they are intrinsically wise, I would make a different appeal I 
adjure you by the regard you have for your own safety aud property, 
for the liberty and Inheritance of your children — by all that you hold 
dear and sacred — to interpose your constitutional powers to save 
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youi- oountry and youiselvea fiom tie otlamit^ thp i'; m of vth eh 
it is not given to human foresight to divine 

Ask yourselves if you aie willing to hei,i-nie the viit ill a,ll s oi 
Bonaparte? Are jou willing for the sake of annexing Canada to 
the Northern States to submit to that overgrowing system of tas 
ation whicL send? the European laboier Buppeiless to bed to main 
tain, by the sweat of yjur brow aiinies at whoso hands you tre to 
receive a future master? Suppose Canada ours; is there anyone 
among you who would ever be, in any respect, the better for it? — the 
richer, the freer, the happier, the more secure ? . And is it for a boon 
lite this that you would join in the warfare against the liberties of 
man in the other hemisphere, and put your own in jeopardy 1 Or is 
it for the nominai privilege of a licensed trade with France that you 
would abandon your lucrative commerce with G-reat Britain, Spain 
and Portugal, and their Asiatic, African, and American dependencies ; 
in a word, with every region of those vast continents ? — that com- 
merce which gives vent to your tobacco, grain, flour, cotton : in short, 
to all your native products, which are denied a market in France! 
There are not wanting men so weak as to suppose that their appro- 
bation of warlike measures is a proof of personal gallantry, and that 
opposition to them indicates a want of that spirit which becomes a 
friend of his country ; as if it required more courage and patriotism 
to join in the acclamation of the day, than steadily to oppose one's 
self to the mad infatuation to which every people and all governments 
have, at some time or other, given way. Let the history of Phooion, 
of Agis, and of the De Witts, answer this ijuestion. 

My &iends, do you expect to find those who are now loudest in 
tie clamor for war, foremost in the ranks of battle 1 Or, is the honor 
of this nation indissolublj connected with the political reputation of 
a few individuals, who tell you they have gone too far to recede, and 
that you must pay, with yctm- ruin., the price of their consistency ? 

My friends, I have discharged my duty towards you, lamely and 
inadequately, I know, but to the best of my poor ability. The des- 
tiny of the American people is iu thek. owntands. The net is spread 
for their destruction. You are enveloped in the toils of French 
duplicity, and if — which may Heaven in its mercy forbid — you and 
your posterity are to become hewers of wood and drawers of water 
to the modern Pharoah, it shall not be for the want of my best eser- 
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tioBS to rescue yoa from the cruel and abject bondage. This sin, a 
least, shall not rest upon my soul. 

John Eandolph of Roanoke, 
Mity 30th, 1812. 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 



CLAY—CALHOUN. 



On tiio 18th of June, 1812, an act was approved bj the President de- 
ularing that a state of war existed between the United States and 
Gie^l Britain It foiras no pait of the plan of tLis biography to 
i^ntei into the details of the wat From them the student of history 
tjn dpiive but little mfoimation as to tlie oiuses ot the gionth, 
development and decay of mtions But there is an mquiiy that 
mij;ht properly be luide here, imraediitely beaiing on this great 
siubjeot, and deeply affecting the public onduft of Johu Enndolph - 
at the same -time : imght not this war have been avoided? might 
not the nation have saved the blood and treasure wasted in its pros- 
ecution, and escaped the evil consequences, both moral and political, 
that followed in its train' John Randolph declared that it might 
have been done ; his wh 1 ] p n was based on the conviction 

tiiat there was no ne d f h n xtreme measure. " We can 

escape this conflict, sa i h w h h — it is oui dnty to wait. " No 
new cause of war had a — li would have been as much rea- 
son for the step in tb J p I ng as there was at the time of 
the declaration. The 1 i dy aware of the gronnds of 

complaint against Great Britain ; he must be satisfled also that there 
was at least some color of reason for the course wliieh she declared 
she was compelled to pursue towards neutrals, in order to save her 
own existence in the general wreck of European nations. 

As to the impressment of seamen, she only claimed the right 
to search for British subjects on board of American merchant vea- 
iibIs ; yet it was one, arising from the common origin of the two 
ijiitions, most difficult to be enforced, liable to be abused, and was 
fO'eatlj abused by proud and insolent naval officers. But because 
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there was I'igtt and reason on both sides, this was not between 
rational people a subject of war, but of adjustment and conipromise, 
and in ti-iitli it was adjusted to the satisfaction of Mr. Monroe 
and Mr. Pinokney in the treaty of Deoember, 1806 ; but the Presi- 
dent, 33 we know, put that treaty in his pocket, and refused to Bub- 
mit it to the consideration of the Senate, 

As to the denial of our right to the carrying trade, and the 
question of amstructi'oe blockade, which had been so much discussed, 
and were charged as interpolations by Great Britain into the law 
of nations, they were now swallowed up bj the orders in council. 
The reader is informed of the exact posture of that cjuestion on the 
4tli of November, 1811, when Congi'883 was first assembled. It 
was narrowed down to this : Britain declared, that, notwithstanding 
the revocation of the French decrees so fer aa they affected the United 
States, she could not repeal her orders until the United States 
should procure a further modification so as to allow goods of British 
origin owned by American citizens to be carried to France and 
other parts of the continent. As the matter stood they were only 
restored to half their rights as a neutral power. By the law of nar 
tions, enemy's goods not contraband of war, purchased and owned 
by neutrals, are lawful subjects of trade ; but there lay the rub ; in 
the exercise or non-eseroise of this right was involved the commer- 
cial jealousy and rivalry of the two nations. The United States did 
not want a restoration of their rights, because if British goods un- 
der cover of the American flag could be carried to the continent, it 
would at once open a vast and profitable outlet to the manufactures 
and h p ducts of England, now locked up in their warehouses, 
and w 11 t off that monopoly enjoyed by the citizens of the 
U t d States n consequence of the prohibition laid on all articles 

f En 1 h ^in. It was not then a question of principle, but one 
ot ] m tt rcial rivalry, 

Enjjl nd u ged ou the United States that she should demand a 
to at on f all her rights as a neutral nation ; the United States 
pi d tl at they had been restored as far as they required, and 

n t 1 that England should comply with her pledges, and proceed 
pmtpassu with France in the repeal of her orders in council. The 
true motives for the persistenoe of both in their demands, were very 
perceptible, hut by neither were avowed. Here then was the whole 
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question, and on this issue the Congress of the United States resolv- 
ed to go to war. 

But in the position assumed by tto British ministry, which waa 
certainly plausible, if not just, tbey were not sustained by the 
nation The clamors of the commercial and manufactuiing inter- 
ests were heard in Parliament and by the Koyal cabinet. There 
waa a powerful and influential party, with Canning at their head 
that demanded a repeal of the orders in council ; the ministry were 
dissolved, and a commission ^yen by the prince regent to one of 
the opposition party to form a cabinet friendly to American inter- 
ests. Owing to the discordant elements of the opposition itself, and 
not to any diffioulty on this question, the new organiaation did not 
take plaoe at that time, but these circumstances manifested the tem- 
per of the nation, and showed plainly that the obnoxious measures 
of government must soon be condemned and repealed. These facta 
were known to the Congress of the United States before the declara- 
tion of war, and they must have oonvinoed any reasonable and 
candid mind that a favorable change in the posture of affairs was to 
be espeoted at no distant period. And in fact on the 23d day of 
June, just five days after the declaration of war, it was ordered and 
declared by the prince regent, in council, " that the order in coun- 
cil, bearing date the 7th of January, 1807, and the order in council 
bearing date the 26th of April, 1809, be revoked, so far as may re- 
gard American vessels and their cargoes, being Amerioan property, 
fi'om the first day of August next." 

The embargo that was laid preparatory to war, commenced the 
4th of April, and was to last ninety days — until the 4th of July. 
No one expected wai' to be declared before that period. Mr. Madi- 
son, it was well known, wished the embargo to be extended to four 
months ; that is, to the 4th of August. A motion was actually made 
in the House to this effect, but was rejected. He said, that if at the 
end of four months no favorable news came from abroad, he would 
then be ready to recommend a declaration of war. By the 4th of 
August, news came of the repeal of the orders in councU I Had 
his inclinations then been followed, the nation might have been saved 
from all the disastrous consequences of the precipitate action of Coa- 

Mr. Madison, indeed, was not favorable to the embargo — it waa 
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forced upon him. " I am confidect in the declaration," said Mr. 
Randolpli, in eonclaye, " that this is not a measure of the executive, 
but that it is engendered hy an extensive excitement upon the exec- 
utive." The relation of the two great departments of government 
had entirely changed from what it was in the days of Mr. Jefferson ; 
then the commanding power of a great mind and a determined will 
gave direction to all the measures of the legislature, but now the 
master-spirits that controlled affairs were to be found on the floor of 
Oongresa The Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the 
leading member of the Committee of Foreign Affairs, from their 
position, if they had talents, were most likely to exert a large influ- 
ence over the proceedings of the House. The persons occupying 
those stations were Henry Clay and John 0. Calhoun. They were 
both possessed of great minds, endowed with extraordinary powers of 
eloquence, were young, ardent, ambitions, and foi the fiist time mem 
hers of the popular branch of the national legislatuie In the ezi-it 
ed state of the country, a better field could not have been found for 
the display of their talents. The deep enthu&iasm of their souls, 
the chief element of their greatness, enlivened by a brilliant imagi 
nation in the one, and tempered by large faculties of leison m the 
other, gave such a strength and boldness to their thoughts, thit they 
imparted confidence to the timid, oleameBS to the obsome, ind mfused 
a portion of their own zeal into more phlegmatn, nitiues, — none could 
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ter of the spiritual world, and partake more of the demoniac than 
the godlike. 

The mere abstract question of international law involved between 
&reat Britain and the United States, if left to a court of admiralty 
and a jury composed of citizens of the world, might have been decid- 
ed against them. But neither courts nor attorneys can decide the 
fate of empires. 

The democracy of America, which constititted the great mass of 
the people of America, were thoroughly anti-Britiah ; a common ori- 
gin and a common tongue served only as points of contrast. There 
was a deep-rooted antipathy between them and the proud, pampered 
aristocracy of England. Their sympathies were all on the side of 
France and her struggles for liberty ; even Bonaparte came in for a 
share of their regard. His boldness, his humble origin, his brilliant 
h d u h ■» halo of glory around his brow as to obscure the 
d k his tyrannical nature. Then there were the old 

n B ker's Hill, Monmouth, La Eayette, Roohambeau, 

a \ w — hese household themes were familiar to every do- 

m fid Aid the long catalogue of modern gi'ievaaces — the 
p d imerce, the capture of our seamen, the insults to 

fl he insolence, and proud, contemptuous bearing of 
B h ffi in our own ports — this is too much ! we wiU not 

d W w 11 fight rather than suffer their aristocratic inso- 

lence any longer — " Free trade and sailors' rights ! &od and Liberty \" 
We wiU. fight for these, come what will of it ! We will teach these 
insulting English better manners, or blow them to the devil I 

Such was the universal sentiment throughout the vast regions of 
the south and west. Their newspapers and their popular orators 
(who was not an orator in those excited times?) proclaimed Free trade 
and sailors' rights ! Without a, sailor or a ship on the sea, the fiery 
multitude echoed back, Pree trade and sailois^ rights 1 This compre- 
hen^ve phrase served the same tnm now, that millions for defenee, 
not a cent for tribute, had served on a former occasion. A deep sense 
of indignation and wrong, vaguely shadowed forth in that expression 
"_/j-ee trade and sailors' rights," pervaded the whole country. It was 
vain to argue with people in such a. temper ; he who had the folly to 
attempt it would imagine that he could arrest the bellowing thunder 
storm on the point of a bodkin. Henry Clay and John C. Calhoun 
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were the representatirea of these excited elementa on the floor of 
Congress ; it was in their power to temper these impetuous energies, 
and to have aerved as conductors to the aurchargecl electric fires that 
threatened momentary explosion ; but they were too full themselves 
of the same fiery impulses to repress them in others ; they boldly 
marched foi'ward ; and knowing and feeling that the people were 
pressing close behind them, plunged the nation headlong into a ruin- 
ous war — we do not mean ruinous in a military sense — no one ever 
doubted that our people, sooner or later, would be triuniphant in 
every conflict, by land and by sea. The energies and the courage of a 
free people are irrepressible and unconijiierable — we mean disastrous 
in the sense predicted by John Randolph; disastrous to the Consti- 
tution and to the principles of the people. 

Two of the avowed objects of this war were, the conquest of Ca- 
nada, and the plunder of the high seas ; ends that fostered a spirit of 
aggression and of retaliation unbecoming the oharaoter of our coun- 
try or of its peacefid institutions. We say nothing of the disturbance 
of that balance of power between the States and the Federal Govern- 
ment so necessary for their just and harmonious action, which was 
the necessary conseqiience of the enormous patronage and escessive 
energy of the eseeutive in the time of a foreign war. Exhausted of 
its resouroea by a long series of restrictive measures, the nation com- 
menced hostilities with borrowed money; a large national debt was 
accumuJated; a depreciated, ruinous, demoralizing paper currency 
deluged the whole land, and a hot-bed system of domestia nianufae- 
tures were stimulated into existence, at the expense of agriculture 
and commerce, which were the natural sources of wealth and pros- 
perity to a new, wide-spread, and sparsely populated country. 

The proclamation of peace found the people burdened with a na- 
tional debt, ruined by a depreciated currency, corrupted, as far as 
they could be corrupted, by all the demoralizing influences which for 
years had been worting on tlieir integrity ; and incumbered with in- 
numerable domestic manufactures, which, like Jonah's gourd, had 
sprung up in a night, and could not beai the rude shocks of foreign 
competition produced by returning commerce. 

Those who brought on and sustained the war were necessarily 
expected to find a remedy for the evils that followed in its train. 
The same master-spirits who conducted the war, controlled the course 



b/ Google 



CLAY—CALHOUN, y09 

of legislation for years after the restoration of peace. They recom- 
mended a National Bank as the agent for managing and liquidating 
the nationaJ debt, and as the means of restoring and regulating the 
currency ; they adTOoated the imposition of heavy duties on the im- 
portation of foreign goods, as the means of producing a revenue to 
pay the national debt, and also as a protection to those infant manu- 
factures, which, since the death of their mirses and foster-mother, 
non-intercourse, embargo, and war, would be left entirely exposed to 
the crushing weight of maturer rivals ; and aa these enormous duties 
were likely soon to furnish means to pay off the national debt and to 
take away the pretext for imposing them, a convenient sinking fund 
was found in a system of internal improvements by the Federal 
Government. These were the remedies furnished liy the advocates 
of the war to cure the evils it had produced. And how do we find 
them ? just such as the federalists would have recommended — gross 
violations of the Constitution, that nothing but the most imperious 
necessity could tolerate, are established into precedents and made 
part of a regular system of legislation — vile excrescences, that like a 
cancer had eaten into the heart of the body politic, and defaced the 
fair features of the Constitution, are hailed aa the beautiful outgrowth 
of ier vital functions. 

By some righteous retribution of Providence both these great men 
— for truly great they were — have been punished for their sins in 
precipitating a war that might have heen retarded, and perhaps honor- 
ably avoided, and for violating the Constitution to find a remedy for 
its evils. If Eandolph's supposition be true, they both failed of their 
end. The reason is very plain — they ceased to embody the senti- 
ment and to reflect the will of the great body of the democracy, when 
they began to undermine the Constitution to find a remedy for evils 
they Lad inflicted on the country, and became the advocates of special 
interests, monopolies, and a moneyed aristocracy. Mr. Clay, with a 
zeal and perseverance worthy o£ a better cause, labored all his days 
to force his miscalled American System as a permanent institution 
on the country : hut the people were against him, and not one of his 
measures can now be found on the statute book. 

Mr. Calhoun, when too late, saw and acknowledged tho error of 
his ways, and in a desperate eifort to retrieve his own section of the 
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him. John W. Eppes, the most distinguished and experienced 
leader of the administration party, was induced to make his residence 
in the county of Bnekingham, that Bandolph might have the most 
able and formidable opposition the country oould afford. These two 
men, who had been friends and companions in their j-oath, and rival 
leaders on the floor of Congress, met for the first time, in 1811, as 
candidates for the suffrages of the same people. But the long ser- 
vices of their old servant were triumphant on this ocoasion. Again 
they met, in the spring of 1813; times had changed; the country 
was involved in war, and all its resources were pledged to a suc- 
cessful issue ; redoubled efforts must now be made to drive him from 
the councils of the nation, who had opposed its measures, and fore- 
boded nothing but evil as their consequence. Never was a political 
n 1 t d with m n mation. In Buckingham, Mr, Ran- 
d Iph was tl at n d with p nal violence if he attempted to ad- 
f th older and more prudent persona 
1 t ppear in public. " You know very 
y u w Id not give such advice." He was 
b n I clamationwas made that Mr, Ban- 
people. A dense throng gathered around ; . 
e mounted the hustings; on the oiitskirts there hung a lowering and 
sullen crowd that evidently meditated insult or violence on the first 
opportunity ; he commenced : " I understand that I am to be insulted 
to^ay if I attempt to address the people— that a mob is prepared to 
lay their rude hands upon me and drag me from these hustings, for 
daring to exercise the rights of a freeman." Then fixing his keen 
eye on the malcontents, and stretching out and slowly waving his 
long fore-finger towards them, he continued : " My Bible teaches me 
that the fear of G-od is the beginning of wisdom, but that the fear of 
man is the eonsunimation of folly." lie then turned to the people, 
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and went on with his disnoiirse. No one daved to disturb him — 
his spell was upon them — like the Ancient Mannar, " he held them 
with his glittering eye," and made them listen against their will to 
the story of their country's wrongs, and to feel that deep wounds had 
been inflicted in the sides of her constitution by those that now 
sought his political destruction, if not his life. 

Mr. Randolph made estraordinary exertions during this canvass; 
he felt that something more than his own success or his own repu- 
tation were staked on the issue, and never was he more powerful, 
more commanding, more overwhelming in hia eloquence. 

In his favorite county of Prince Edward, where the people loved 
him like a brother, hepd hmlfA g man, who 

was a student in a, neighb g tf H '1 h h tood on his 

feet for three hours un f 1 flgh f m — hit he never 

heard such burning wd.fllf hlj.f d was borne 

along on the tide of hia mj d 1 qu Ik f ther on the 

bosom of a cataract. Wh h h 1 \ — wh h uice was no 

longer heard, and hisfmhdd pp dnh h ng, no one 
moved — the people sto d 11 h ^h h h d b hooked by a 
stroke of lightning — th fidj d^lldhk resembled 

marble statues, or peti h 1 11 h rum of Pompeii 

or Hercuianeum. 

But it was all in vai h wh In ftom without 

was more than even Chailotte Diatiict could withstand, and their 
favorite son was compelled to retire for a short time, while the storm 
of war was passing over the land, and to seek repose in the shades of 
Roanoke, How magnanimously he bore this defeat shall be made 
linown in the following chapters, 



END OF VOL. ] 



b/ Google 



b/ Google 



HI8T0EICAL 

MISCEILAHEOUS OUESTIONS. 

BV RICHiVIALL MAMGNALL. 

HtBl American, from the Eighly-fourlJi London Edition. With Icrge AaditionB 

Embradag tlie ElemEuls of Mythology, Astronomy, Architectnie, 

Heraldry, &o. Adapted for Schools in the United Stales 

BY MltS. JULIA LAWRENCE. 

Illustrated with numerous Eogravings. One Vol-jne, I2mo. ^l. 

CONTENT" 

n — Q 

2„ b'1 



m"iJi 



HISTOEY' OF ENGLAND, 
Ei'Oiii the Invasion of Julins Coisar to tte Reign of ftHceu tfietorio. 

BY nns MARKHAM. 
A new EJifion, with Queatione, adnplcd for Schools in the United Statee. -^ 



c Voljimc, 13mo Price 75 ci 



.,„„^„. . . 3 T adapted Ihis history to Ihe Tol 

pii^HccepEil I I I lI States. J have I'ecentt; revised it, aod truat (Jiot {■ 

En'T>hB,fliiri nri ] lUiTia annezed to UiQ cjiapter^ bi Iha place of IhfiHfl 

t hove affi-iB-i I I may Bl once fmctmale the work of l£e leschBr and 

UKOupil Til ,n,uf Ihia bookflrel commendailillome.si^lhtm 



Edlssr'i hifiitx 



fiiglialr. 



T'lRST HISTOEY OF ROME, 



Jif'i,:' 



WITH aUESTIONS. 

BY E. M. SEWELL, 

orof AliiyHertierl,&t.,&c Oim volume, 16 
Extract from Edilor'a Preface. 
9 in ihe ( 



tdiued by all hg 



. thant joa for a copy of " Misa Sewell'a Roman HUM 
owlalgs of 
'Hi'moit'. 13rsa Sewell, wii 



Dfi comp^BS a eeries-of evenls more jDlcreating and ld^ 

mil hu eiecnlal ibia work, we can eeaiealf spes& In 
mg ber malenale ftoia Ihe beet— Oiat ia to ray, the most 

jhoul lo bo cleatiy, unflBtstooft liy those for whom she 

Illy succesBfuL" 

a, Nafbli, Va. 



MYTHOLOaT OE MCIEKT GREECE AKD ITALY, 

FOR THE USE 0.F SCHOOLS. 
BY THOMAS KEIGHTLEY. 

One vol. IGmo, « t(a. 

" Thia la a volume wall adapisd to ihe putpose for which it was prepared. II prBsenW, in i 
'er; campeodiotia aod convenienl Ibim, every Uilng lelaling lo Ihe Bubiscl, of importance lot.hl 



GENEEAL 

flISTOM OF CIVmZATION IN EUROPE, 

PROM THE FALL OF THE ROMAN EHPIltE TO THF. FRENCH REVOLUTION. 
BY M. OUIZOT. 

Eighlli American, from Ihs eecond Engliah edilion, with occasional Notes, by O. S. HiiuKy, D.D 



^isbad by all the merit which, in another ilepartmenl, ivnilerfi Dlaokatonc a anbject of biei^ 
peculiar and unbounded pr^iaa. A work closely condensed, including noihina naeleas, omi^ 
unE nothing Bsaential ; nation with amcB, and conceived and arianged witii coneummata 
obmiy."— Jos/on Tn^elUT. 



, Union CoSege, ViUvusity of 



ENGLISH SYNONYMES, 

CLASSIHED AND EXPLAINED, 

PRACTICAL EXERCISES. 

DESIGNED FOR SCHOOLS AND PRIVATE TUITION. 
BY G. F. GRAHAM, 

AuthtiL'Df'BngliBli,ortlieAtt of Composition,' &e. 



One neat Vol. 12mo. $1. 

CONTENTS.— Section I. Generic and Specific Synonymea. n. Active 
and Pa^iva Synonymes. in. Syiionymes of Inteosity. IV. Positive 
and Negative Synonymes. T. Misoellaneous Synonymea. Index to 
SyaoDyiues. General Index. 





Extract f,om Amencaa 
iblJBhed and sdiuJ <riih The ] 

sudjoftbeOrecl. .ill n 
«o<Sof«^rii.i^ . . 

s fe fnroljefBg V\i 1 1 
ourEogUshlilBiiiii i 


Irarodmli 


wiUbi 


. Pledge < 


fflfulassteil 


*ShSe 






lucatimi, itliaa 


S} 






SHSk 


rUvBs. . 




flulona en! 


l™L:.".rt 



ha v'ms only SHch fsmiliariff wilt Iheli noOve speech aa praitice n ithtrat melhod orSeoij Hivos, 
.-houM tin so (agght gndnajpedaaloauqiiitB a habit of using words— whBihar Willi tha voice or 
ilic poii—riily nnd titdy, iotBlJIgoiitlf and consdonTioosly " 

"Voe aachlxduingf thishoolc, it ts bsiievod, wiU prove Hemreable Tbe' Practical Exer- 
' ' wards, are cootEnlenlij' prepares f ' ' ' 



111. Tha value of a comw of Ihia kind, cegulariy and osre/ul!)' comple(ed,i 
amoont of ioforiBBtioii Balnod reBpoeung ttiB wotda that are ezplainsd. II — 
ii ihouahlfal uld aocumlo use of moguago, and thus ma; ba acqmred, inmost 
That i<^Ech.1a jvit'oQ^acrlticalbiuamoralhabit of mioa— Iho Eabi' ' 



— 1 of ^mng ntwr- 

Bimple, clBBj: artd pteclQe tetms — of lellinff ona's IhoDgbla aud feomigH ia vordi 
m,\i e>:nt?3s nothing mots and DoUung le«. It is thns that 'ws mar learn hov Co escape tha 
evils of va^-Lit!iies;, obscurity and pBrplaiiV—ihe manifold mlBCblBn of words used iliougbl- 

U\:-''', II ..i .11 ' .Ml \u^i\Is used in j^norance and confifflioji. 

.' ' Ill " 'rinrt, it wemed to ine Ihaitho vfiluo and litorarv interest of Ilio book 

nil I ' '.. i ' u 'niductlQQ of s seciea of niustradve authorities. It is in the addi- 

i!n ii-irsinedwIUifobtaclretsunfler Bach title, and also of a general index 

IM :. i. , ii - .|it3 edition dlfi^rs Avm tho original edition, wblcb Id other respects 

i: b'j. I Nl' :. P'i'i\.l. i l.^jve cDOfined mj choice of autbontiee to poeljcal quolatliHiB, chleny he. 
ciiiiMe Ills miiiieuy iluii language ie foimd in ile highest piuityand pBTfMiion. Ths eelectlone 
have been miAn from three of tne Engliidi poets—each a great aulhoiitv, and eaeb belDneing to 
B difibrsnt period, bo (hat hi this way some hislorioal fliurtration of Oia langaaga 1h gfien U 
t}i« same tliDe. ThBquolaUonafromShakepearenxnnA.Ii. lEM, died iei6) ma7 be craiffiSerea 
33 UluBlraUiuF tha use of the irords at the dose of the IMi and hegbmhig of die 17th century: 
Uioae itoniffiltoo (bom 1603, died 1674) the encceaUng half century, or middlo of the l/lB 
rwitiiry; and those from Wordewoilh (horn 1770) the (ontsmporary use in Iho 19111 cenlMj. 
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A DICTIONARY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE, 

BY ALEXANDER REI[>,A.IVI, 

Sector Df the Circus SckDol, Edtniurgh 

WiIho€riucal Profn.,in IIenfi Reed PupJh m DfEiiJj'ih Liloraluro to the Umveraityo 

Fenc^liann n I , i m iiinmaf nearly 301X1 ol 

■ Among the want', i i I mi languajB, especially aiiplBa 

Reid'e Engli^ bioHon^ry 1% a_ lomjuJed »vijie Ij to [In lup [be Tirec™ aralagie'' ana inncpus 

Kucltiai'B of the loffiH numbei of proper names which are appendeil, iMa Dictionary incIodeB 

eomplole doseiflcatu i i 

With Ihie faciliti t i i i i i la 

c^oinod H nch jUli i i i iIi^ 

tinctty giTeu^and ilir r n i i h i i i ir ir 

DrmsSg "^'i"™ ^ " iBanaouB 

Talhase advanlagea ts subjolneda Vocabulary of the Eools of EogliGhWoii Hliich 19 of 
peculiar value to Oie collegian The flftj paces which it induaeaifuiimli tli'- liiisnist ivirh a 
wide-apiead HeU of reaearcli, equally avnuaing ond inBtruaive Theie is ai-n a liitd an io 
eenled Llal, 10 the number of flfleen thousand, ol GieBk, Laun, and Scripture Pioper Names 

RmD'a Dictionaiy of Qia Bngliah Laoguage la on admimble boot for Ihe use of sohoola. 
In plena comlilne a erealflr numliec o( desiiable conOiUons for such a vfork, Ibaii any wlin 
whiclilamaccjtiainled: and it aeems 10 rao 10 be oiooutecl in gonoi-al wiUi great judgment, 
fldeUiy, an accuracy. ^ ^ HENRY, 

Pvnffssor of Plalosophv, Histm-y, mid Belles Lellrea, 
Hi iim VmveisUy 'if the Vily o/^eio- York. 

Reiil's Dictionary of the English Language ia compiled upon BOulid pilnciplee, and with 
Memanl und accuracy. It has the meril, wo, of conibuung inudi more than ia iiaually looked 

PTofesBCT of Eitgtlek lAleraUtre m llit UTawrsily of Femmiivania. 



D. H. CHASI!, 
Principal of Freparaion^ Sc 

HlDDXETOWH, CI. 

Afleta thorough examination of " Reid'a English Dictionary," I may aafely say that 
alder it superior w any of ihe School Diclionariea with which 1 am acquainled. lis m 
and ccnclae deflniliona, and a vocaliulai-j of the raola of Eogliah words, drawn from an 
of Buoh aulhorilj as Boar — "- ' "-" ' — ■ "' ■■" -—■ '"■— '-- 
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A MANUAL 



GRECIAN AND ROMAN ANTIUUITIES. 

BY Dli. E. F. BOJESEN, 

Proibsaor of the Greek Language aad Literatavti in tlie Univuvsity of Soro, 

Ti-ansliited frmi tlie Gmann. 

REV. THOMAS K. ARNOLD, M. A. 

RE\':sED WITH Auon'ioxs a 

Oue neat volume, 12mo. Price $\. 
fm 

derail, wbich Ihough loDg seo 



mapeclly iisoiJ "-- ' 



rlSllc A principal Ebsjbw of Germanj Baja 
nllj Bftrm Iballl fs a ereat improvonient on 

li Cab readoraasi^ 

re found then lael place orrefu^in aurjcf 

,.,, , , ^ pn^Hitm vhich Iho an^oT has eve» ''" 

□T^scribBLl to blmsolf, prcTeiua the snpetfieial observer from pereeivjug ihs «B3ffiLdal 9ui 
Dfihe boon u> lie predecessors, bm whoever subjects it to a carelul ejramiQalioa will 

T r " T I I I il Mil receive from Ibese liule ■ 



"1 Ibund on my table after a short ebaence from borne, your ediHon of Bojeoen'e Greek aa\ 

find oa siBnUning it, Qial wiiluo bo vet) narrow a compass lor so compteiiensiv" s. autleci, l!i8 
boot: coDtglns 90 much valuable matter; and, indeed, so faraalseo; omits noUcing no lopics es- 
nntlal. It will he avety ueerull]ookiiiScli[»l8andCollege9,an£iIisfarsupBriDrfiiany thing 
^Jiat 1 knovroflhoaaTnalrlncL Besides bein^ cheap and scceaalliJe to all students, it has tha 
great merit nfdlscuBBlDg its Topics In a consecutive and conneclod manner." 

Extract qf a letler from PrqfaaaT T</ler,Bf Amlicrsl CoSega. 

" I have never fauna lime till lately to look over Bojesan's AMiqulties, of which you wore 

kind enough lo send me a copy. I thmli it an escelleot bcok ; learned, aeeuralB, concise, and 

- — " -^aptodiijr USB in the Aoailemy or the Colleso, aad comprehendmg in a 
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HAND BOOK 

MEDUEYAL GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY. 

WILHELM PUTZ, 

PRINCIPAL TUTOR IN THE GYMNASIUM OF DUUi^N. 

Translated from the Genniui by 

REV. R, B, PAUL, M. A,, 

Vicar of St. Aiigvstine's,Bristo{,imdlateFeaamqf Eseter CDlle^t, OxJ(rrd. 
1 volume, 12mo. 76cts, 



gjao^ anil Abbasiilies, 
Smdnd Period. — Fromlhe AccxfsionofLhs GarloTing^ans andAI 

FqnHTH PuRioD,— FromihoTerminattonoftheC iiBadoato ihe D 

(* The clmrocleriatioB of UiiB TOlume are : precia oil, comlen- 
I la p gey wha p Te d9 To be— a a sure ml 

thi gh Ih TO k and an? h eibsva hisujry 

US} F uj re care u y d wiL, aocl h noa mpo 



rfi gte meor and ts prr 
po ton smcfl tms permd is bi 



id we siraaied b dy at 



Qcal and hoci oQiiencea whicT wore 
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ANCIENT GEOGKAPHT AND HISTORY. 

BY WILHELM PUTZ, 



Translated from the German. 
TED BY THE REV, THOMAS K. AllNO' 



ale il tuu i„p 






S r7 P™ pal 
ad an^oBslf 



rogat lasa Hk qienp baa 

Gtogapliy whi hhaabcen ppbodas u f 



n^wW hprocaedB ro 
p L^ara to b w U suited 

■■ explained by ac 



"II wMotWnally pveparod by WilhElm Piite, an eminem German scbolar, and translalcd anJ 
edtled in England ijj Kov. T. K, Arnold, and ia now tensed and inlioduoid m tlie American 

^rown UnivBTsily."— i^oE. JowTioi. ' 
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